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			Advance Praise for Cheating Death

			 

			“Kenny is a thoughtful, fearless leader. He has a black-belt in common-sense and a passion for justice. I’ve known him as a Secret Service agent, a Capitol Hill staffer, and a board member at NCMEC. He brings energy, positivity, character, and integrity to every challenge. Ken is a tenacious, seasoned advocate standing for all that is right and good. Cheating Death will give you a colorful look behind the scenes of his storybook career. He will challenge your assumptions and inspire you to step up. On top of all the wonderful things Ken has accomplished in his life, he is a really GOOD man.”

			—John Walsh, television host and cofounder of the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC)

			“Cheating Death pulls together the most timely and necessary words of wisdom we need to hear right now—for such a time as this. This book is the one-stop shop for you to know how to ‘cheat death’ in your life beginning today. Ken has command of important life issues, and his gift for conveying these truths to us is evident here. Fathers will want to teach this book to their sons. Young men will appreciate getting this wisdom in their hearts and minds for a lifetime of good direction. Guys of all ages will appreciate the stories, the humor, the truth, and the knowledge imparted by a man who cheated death professionally, and who is cheating death personally.”

			—Dr. Hal Hadden, founder of Christian Leadership Concepts

			“Very few people could talk more about Cheating Death than Ken Valentine. As a member of the U.S. Secret Service, he was trained to protect the lives of Presidents and other high-profile leaders.  He addresses two important questions, “Has anyone ever cheated death and lived to prove it?  And is it available to me?”  Ken examines the importance of faith, the need for preparation in life, and the dynamic of decision-making. You will enjoy his down to earth journey and practical insights of how to live an exciting and well-balanced family life.”

			—Bob Phillips, PhD, licensed marriage and family counselor, author, and cofounder of the Pointman Leadership Institute, that has presented leadership seminars in over seventy countries worldwide

			“This book is the real deal written by the real deal. I have seen Ken protect our president around the world, pass impossible legislation on Capitol Hill, and put handcuffs on dangerous, wanted sex offenders. Cheating Death is the natural extension of the extraordinary life of Ken Valentine. He will disarm you with his humility, win you with his genuineness, and motivate you to reach higher with a passion for truth and justice.”

			—Robbie Callaway, board member (past chair) for the Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation

			“If I were the President of the United States, I’d want Ken Valentine to provide security for me. Ken is a man’s man. He’s fearless, decisive, and loyal. There’s no doubt in my mind he’d take a bullet for the President. Yet Ken is a loving husband, a tender father, and a gentle Christian. Cheating Death provides a captivating insider’s perspective of the challenges the Secret Service faces protecting our country’s most powerful leaders. More importantly, Ken reminds us of the need to protect our hearts, the dwelling place of the King of Kings who empowers us to conquer death in the end.”

			—Bob Russell, senior pastor (retired) at Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, KY

			“Ken Valentine is the real deal. He is a man of integrity who practices what he preaches. Cheating Death challenged me to evaluate how well my thoughts, words, and actions align with my core convictions, and it offers proven principles for living a truly fulfilling life. One of these is, ‘Friendships with a good foundation stand the tests of time and trials.’ That is so true, and I’m grateful Ken is one of those friends to me.”

			—Rick Beckwith, Young Life senior staff, consultant, coach, and author of What If It’s All True?

			“Ken has been in the presence of the some of the most powerful leaders on the planet.  This book demonstrates that closeness, but pales in comparison to his intimate relationship with the Creator of it all. Experience second hand his career journey but do not miss the overwhelmingly powerful message this book reveals.”

			—Terry R Tinsley, PhD, LPC, LMFT, NCC

			“Leadership books are plentiful and continue to roll off the presses. The same is true with books addressing spiritual growth. Some even bring these two subjects together in a single volume. However, few do so in such a way that captivates the reader’s attention with fascinating stories—often only revealed to the public in movies or novels—and with a pastoral fashion. In a creative, engaging, persuasive, and evocative manner, Ken Valentine does an excellent job helping us understand divine perspective, true priorities, and practical action steps for life change. Here you will find style, substance, conviction, and challenge. Cheating Death is a work difficult to put down—but once you have—it haunts you in a wonderful way!”

			—J. D. Payne, PhD, professor of Christian Ministry at Samford University
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			O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?

			1 Corinthians 15:55 ESV

		

	
		
			Foreword

			By John Clark

			The United States Secret Service has always stood out as to me as an example of the definition of the “quiet professional.” During my thirty-year federal law enforcement career, I have had the pleasure to work with outstanding local, state, and federal law enforcement professionals in the pursuit of keeping our citizens and our great homeland safe. In my experience and opinion, the Secret Service is uniquely special in history, training, and mission. These men and women have what is arguably one of the most difficult jobs among all who wear a badge and carry a gun for a living: protecting the president of the United States.

			Cheating Death is the remarkable account of the storied career of one Secret Service Special Agent who tells you what it is like to protect the leader of the free world—the president of the United States. Ken Valentine leaves no doubt that the willing duty of any presidential Secret Service agent is to live ready to sacrifice your life for that of another, a challenge that only an elite few would or could accept. This book reveals a deeper part of Ken’s character and values, as he also tells the reader not only how to live ready to die, but how to live ready to live!

			We can all tend toward living our lives moment-to-moment, getting through one day, and then another, and then another, living a life that conforms to the world. This book is a road map on how to break the cycle and live your life to its true fullest even when you are facing difficulties, hardships, health concerns, career choices, raising kids, and everything in between. Cheating Death is a testimony of how to find true success in life—not as the world might define it—but as it is defined by a higher calling.

			During my tenure as director of the United States Marshals Service, I regularly carried the burdens of knowing the sacrifices and grinding efforts behind the scenes that were typical for ensuring that everything important went well. Catastrophe and negative national news constantly awaited any failure. As the CEO at the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children, I walked a challenging course to keep kids safe and thwart predators—a mission that never rests. Cheating Death resonates deep in my soul as Ken vividly details the pressures and challenges of life and career and how he learned to gracefully submit to “direction over perfection.” This is the book I wish I had written. Ken pulls together the most timely and necessary words of wisdom we need to hear right now—for such a time as this. This book is the one-stop shop for you to know how to “cheat death” in your life beginning today. This is also a book I wish I could have read much earlier in my life. Ken has command of important life issues, and a tremendous gift for conveying truths.

			My admiration for the Secret Service and appreciation for this humble servant leader could not be higher. This book is like the man—understated, solid to the core, firm, and yet humbly gentle. His dry sense of humor and quick wit bleed through his writing. Ken has the ability to bring the right touch of levity to serious business. In the most intense situations, Ken Valentine stands out for his calm, reassuring demeanor. In Cheating Death, Ken delivers what we need, with perfect timing, just as he does in person.

			Ken Valentine has cheated death all around the world with the lives of three sitting presidents. And he always faithfully came home to Sandra, to help rear five amazing children. This guy knows some things. He has more than a few secrets. And now he is ready to open his journal, his life, and his heart to share his incredible story. Ken will challenge your assumptions, stir controversy in some circles, make you laugh out loud, and expertly guide you to live your best life.

			Read this book. Live ready and cheat death.

			 

			—John F. Clark, Director, U.S. Marshals Service (Retired) and Former CEO, The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

		

	
		
			For My Three Musketeers

			This book began as a series of letters to my three sons: John, Mark, and Andrew. When I began writing, I was a Special Agent with the United States Secret Service. The difference in their age and size was significant. John was more than twice the size of Mark and Andrew combined, for a while. Back then, I could manage a triple assault from these guys pretty well. The playful attacks by the boys in our basement was a favorite activity when I was home for an evening or weekend. When I began writing, the differences in their personalities were not yet clearly defined. That was more than twenty years ago….

			Much has changed. I retired after twenty-four years with the Secret Service. Technology has changed nearly everything. The winds blow and the seasons change. We grow, age, and see so much transition all around us. My advice, instruction, and challenge for them, for myself, and for anyone who asks, however, has not wavered. In the midst of an ever-changing world, you can count on only one true constant: God has never changed.

			Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

			Hebrews 13:8 NIV

			More than twenty years later, having pressed the letters to my boys together into this book, the boys are all six foot five. I no longer attempt to prove myself physically with any of them. Their personalities are crystallizing. In fact, although similar in size, they could not be any more different in personality. I am so pleased with how each has developed their gifts. My version of The Three Musketeers, My Three Sons—an interesting trio of mixed nuts—is anything but ordinary:

			 

			1.The Lover: Loveable, funny, amiable, and easygoing. Sandra has said many times, “If you can’t get along with this one, you can’t get along with anyone.” The Lover would play basketball all day long and watch basketball when he got tired of playing basketball. Always quick-witted, except early in the morning. He is generally known to have the best hair.

			2.The Artist: Exacting, thoughtful, creative, and fearless. Slow to speak until age four and still chooses his words carefully, which I appreciate. When he does speak, it is always deep and meaningful. He speaks not only with words but with multiple art mediums and a clear gifting from our Creator, the Ultimate Giver of creative gifts.

			3.The Thinker: Patient, hardworking, thoughtful, and tenacious. Tending towards quiet, physically powerful, and always prepared. Drawing complex battle scenes as a kid, he took steps to set himself up for a career in the United States Marine Corps. Known early on as “Monkey Boy” and “Sky Pirate,” now known as Lieutenant.

			 

			Each is larger in stature than me or their grandfathers. Each possess amazing talents and endless potential. I am very proud of my sons. I appreciate the way they treat people, especially their sisters and mother. What a pleasure to have a front-row seat as they finish their youthful training and press into manhood. My quiver is full. My heart is overjoyed. My expectations have already been surpassed.

			Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them.

			Psalm 127:4–5 NIV

		

	
		
			1

			Opening Remarks

			“Freeze! Hands up! Get down on the ground!” I pointed a pistol at a very surprised and confused bartender as I continued to yell. “Secret Service! You are under arrest!” The bartender never had a chance. He also didn’t know if he was supposed to freeze, go hands up, or get down.

			“Actual stop!” came the irritated response from our Secret Service training instructor as he walked hotly back into the training room.

			“Valentine! What are you doing? You are going to get someone killed! Take it down a few notches! Read the situation.”

			Most of our training up to this point centered around hard skills like self-defense, handcuffing, and shooting. We were practically conditioned to expect the worst and gear up for a fight. Now we were transitioning to learn more soft skills like interviewing and de-escalating situations. I was so prepared for confrontation, so wanting to not lose a fight or look bad to my class and instructors, that I was anticipating action. I was too tense. The role-playing bartender was also an instructor. He had seen hundreds of Special Agent trainees work this out. He knew how to read me and exploit my weaknesses.

			“Get your s—t together Valentine! Try it again!”

			I tried again. This time I was very cool as I entered the makeshift bar. The bartender stared me down as I entered and would not look away. I broke the stare, quickly looking away. As soon as I looked away, the bartender took off running. When I cornered him, he drew a rubber knife concealed in his waistband. I kept my plastic training gun holstered until I saw the motion to the waistband. I got the drop on the bartender. My instructor was still not impressed.

			“You are a soup sandwich Valentine! He could have killed you in the bar. Tighten up! This is not what you see on TV! Let’s go again!”

			Appropriate Tension

			Secret Service Special Agent Training Class #141 had been together many months. We knew each other well. Together we completed the curriculum and graduated from the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Georgia. Now we were working our way through the more rigorous training, specific to the US Secret Service, at Laurel, Maryland.

			I first heard the term “appropriate tension” from one of the many outstanding instructors at the James J. Rowley United States Secret Service Training Academy. The instructor projected confidence. His teaching was solid. He was talking from experience, and the credibility poured like good coffee.

			“You have to read the situation and find the appropriate tension. There is always going to be tension. Too much tension means you are micro-focused and rigid. Too little tension means you are not focused enough, too loose. Find the balance. You can’t cheat death if you don’t have the appropriate tension.”

			Secret Service agents have to make adjustments in approach, demeanor, and response based on their ever-changing environment. Failure can mean death. Agents with only one speed, one approach to every situation, find themselves less effective than those who can quickly adapt to the appropriate level of tension for a variety of situations. Do you adjust your grip for the variety of circumstances in your life?

			“When the president of the United States makes an unscheduled stop at a McDonald’s in Washington, DC, you have a different tension level than you will have when interviewing the victim of a counterfeit money deal,” the instructor explained. “Make the adjustment and find the appropriate tension.”

			The term “tension” is used mostly by the media to describe degrading relations between countries or political parties. Tension, however, is not always negative. Tension describes how much slack is available in a rope. When serving as the safety belay for a fellow rock climber, you take the slack out of the rope so that in the event of a fall, the climber does not tumble too far before the rope tightens. However, while your partner is successfully climbing, you have to give the rope less tension to allow the climber to move freely. Too little tension and the climber can be hurt in a fall. Too much tension and the climber cannot climb at all. You want the appropriate tension.

			Appropriate tension is the extraordinary sweet spot of a balanced, centered, purposeful life. I have struggled at times, as a husband, a dad, and a leader, to find that right balance. Like a young Secret Service agent, sometimes I feel like I am still figuring out the appropriate tension for all of my life’s ever-changing circumstances.

			Have you found appropriate tension in the many facets of your life? How can we be confident in who we are and where we are going in life? Where do leaders turn for real answers? How do you navigate adversity and challenges in the process? Walk with me as we seek the appropriate tension in answering all these questions.

			Settling for Ordinary

			God has a wonderful habit of choosing the ordinary to accomplish the extraordinary. He selected Mary and Joseph to be the parents of Jesus Christ. He chose to reveal the birth of Christ to shepherds—very run-of-the-mill folk. Jesus specifically chose his disciples from among the most ordinary of men—fishermen and tax collectors. We consider all of these people extraordinary because of their relationship to Jesus.

			When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and took note that these men had been with Jesus.

			Acts 4:13 NIV

			We are unique in all of creation with the potential to relate to the Creator. Our true identity is uncovered when we are submitted to God and walking in a relational way with the creator of the universe. Ordinary is washed away so that special can be revealed. A new, unique creature is set free. The world will take note when we have a relationship with Jesus.

			Walking with Christ, we are transformed from ordinary to extraordinary. The Jewish leaders saw the difference in the Apostles, and they were “astonished.” The ordinary are transformed. The lame walk with purpose. The blind receive vision and see. The shell of the ordinary caterpillar gives way to the magnificent butterfly.

			Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

			2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV

			Good news for me, as I am quite ordinary in almost every way. From talent to intellect, and from skills to accomplishments, I need no reminder that I am very ordinary. My talking mirror tells me I am quite handsome, otherwise, a pretty ordinary guy. In the right hands, however, ordinary can be made very useful.

			If you let ordinary define you, you have settled. If you let ordinary keep you from being open to possibilities, you are settling for less than you were intended. If safe and ordinary gives you the control you want in your life, you also settle for the consequences and regret. Ordinary is safe and manageable, but I believe we were designed for more.

			You can bury your talents and render back to the Lord exactly what He gave you. I believe He expects you and me to do something with our talents. I believe He will lead and guide us with exactly what to do with our talents. I want to be moldable clay in the Potter’s hands. I would like to be transformed from an ordinary lump of clay into something useful and wonderful to Him.

			There’s nothing special about us. But we’re proof that ordinary people who are naturally drawn to the comforts of the American dream can be converted to a radical faith in a radical Savior.

			—David Platt, Radical (p. 20)

			Have you settled for ordinary in one or more areas of your life? Have you buried your talents? Are you in need of a course correction, a change of scenery, or maybe a transformation? I appreciate authors, like David Platt, who bring strong, biblically-based challenge. I need self-assessment, reassessment, and course correction at times. The pages and chapters that follow document triumph, failure, struggle, and progress. Just like in any relationship, there have been mountaintop highs, valleys of despair, rough waters, and smooth sailing. Through it all I have learned to trust and love the Lord. Radical indeed. To God alone be the glory.

			When one has struck some wonderful blessing that all mankind has a right to know about, no custom or false modesty should prevent him from telling it, even though it may mean the unbarring of his soul to the public gaze.

			—Brother Lawrence and Frank C. Laubach, 
Practicing His Presence (p. 26)

			Walk This Way

			My words to you, the reader, are based on what I have experienced in my relationship with God, through His Son Jesus Christ, since my spiritual rebirth on May 2, 1990. A big part of my purpose here has been to organize my own thoughts on these truths and transparently find the appropriate tension. This is part of me leading myself to overcome ordinary and cheat death.

			I hope my sons will see consistency in my advice and consistency in the life I have lived before them. Perfection eludes me. I want to see direction over perfection. Hopefully this will serve as a resource to return to over and over, if only for the Scripture quotes. Ultimately, I want this to serve as a guidepost pointing you to your Heavenly Father.

			Each of you has your own journey ahead, and those journeys will all be very different. Manhood is not one-size-fits-all. I challenge you to accept the responsibility of manhood and your calling in Christ. If you continue to trust and pursue Him, He will draw you in the very specific direction He has determined for you. Truth lays before you in the person of Jesus Christ. He is your Source and your Power. I challenge you to stand up for truth as you stand with the Truth. He will provide you with all the tools you need for your mission.

			My intent here is to let you see behind the curtain of my life and some of my decisions. This is not “do as I say.” This is me transparently telling you about my own walk with Jesus. This is you looking deeper at me—a guy from work or your church, a flawed man, an imperfect dad, a well-meaning husband—pointing toward your real and perfect Father.

			I pray that you each pursue hard after the One who will lead from here—your true Father who loves you and beckons you to follow Him. I hope you feel the freedom to climb high and know (in the case of my sons) that I will not let go of the rope. I cannot promise you perfection, but I promise to always tell you the truth.

			Do not settle for ordinary. Find that appropriate tension in faith, life, relationships, and work. With the God of Creation behind you, you got this.

			But seek first His Kingdom and His Righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.

			Matthew 6:33 NIV

			What’s in a Title

			The Secret Service tends to protect people whom someone would like to see dead. Within the ranks of the US Secret Service, among the agents, we poked at each other about “cheating death” in reference to our protective mission. The seriousness of the mission was ever-present, and some lightheartedness helped get that appropriate tension in balance. If your “protectee” wasn’t killed on your watch, then you cheated death—the death that otherwise awaited the protectee without you and your team. We then handed the responsibility over to the next team. Uttering the words was also a way to remind each other of the likely outcome if we did not maintain our vigilance, in every detail, 24/7, 365.

			The protection mission of the Secret Service never ends. The people they protect change with time and elections. Working during the funeral of former president George H. W. Bush, I was reminded that we will all die a physical death eventually. However, just as in life, not all lives are the same—in death, not all deaths are the same.

			Life was meant to be lived to the fullest. Jesus said He came that we might have an abundant life (John 10:10). We protect our nation’s leaders so that they can be fully alive and safely, fearlessly do the job they were elected to do. You were also created, or elected, for a mission by the Lord. Are you living the life He intended? Are you fearlessly serving in the full abundance of life Jesus died to give you?

			You can cheat death without joining the Secret Service. The promise to the followers of Jesus Christ is that they will never taste death.

			If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.

			John 8:52 ESV

			Death will be cheated out of taking His followers as they are transformed from life on Earth to life eternal with Jesus. Walk with me through the pages of this book, and I will tell you about my journey cheating death. Walk with Jesus and you will cheat death through Him.

			Resolution One: I will live for God. Resolution Two: If no one else does, I still will.

			—Jonathan Edwards

		

	
		
			2

			Real Deal

			“Ladies and gentlemen, the president of the United States has been assassinated.”

			Four times in US history this has been a real headline: Presidents Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy all lost their lives to assassins. In addition to every other leader attack captured on video, our Secret Service training class watched the Kennedy assassination over and over.

			“Your job is to make sure this never happens again!” Serious chiding from a Secret Service instructor who lived the mission of protecting sitting US presidents, and cheating death, full time.

			Secret Service Special Agent Clint Hill jumped on the back of the limousine during the Kennedy assassination. I had the pleasure of hosting Mr. Hill in Oklahoma City, where he spoke to the Secret Service Field Office and shared his story: “You do not want to know what it really looks like, smells like, and feels like to lose a president.” No doubt about that from me.

			The United States Secret Service is best known for protecting the president. I spent nearly half of my career in the Secret Service serving on the Presidential Protective Detail. Protecting presidents, however, was not a part of the original Secret Service mandate. Ironically, President Abraham Lincoln signed the bill that created the Secret Service on April 14, 1865. He was assassinated that evening.

			The creation of this new agency was in response to a counterfeit money problem in the United States, not threats against the president. At the end of the Civil War, nearly one-half of the paper money in circulation was fake. The financial infrastructure of the war-torn United States was in danger. Lincoln agreed to create a federal investigative agency to protect that financial infrastructure.

			The Secret Service did not begin protecting presidents until 1902, after the assassination of President William McKinley in 1901. McKinley was the third US president to be killed in office, after Lincoln and Garfield. Since then, the Secret Service has protected the financial infrastructure of the United States as well as her top elected officials. This dual, or integrated, mission makes the Secret Service unique in history, mission, perspective, and preparation.

			Is That Real?

			One of the coolest aspects of the training for Secret Service agents in 1996 was a trip to Crane & Co. in Dalton, Massachusetts. My entire training class of twenty-four candidates took the trip from Washington, DC, to witness the first steps of the process to create money. Crane & Co. manufactures the paper upon which genuine United States Federal Reserve Notes are printed. The smell of money begins in that pristine factory in Massachusetts.

			The purpose of taking new agents up to Crane was to see how the paper used to make genuine US currency was legitimately created. The idea was for new agents to see how the real stuff is made, from start to finish. We were building our knowledge base and expertise for investigating counterfeit cases. Ultimately, the base of knowledge enhanced our ability to testify in court against counterfeiters.

			We started with the making of genuine paper, with all the special qualities and features. Later we would take a trip to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, in Washington, DC, to see the process continued. Genuine paper was printed with approved, unique, genuine ink in the approved, authenticated process. We experienced each step until we saw genuine US currency rolling off the machines. The process was fascinating. We were better prepared for our investigative mission after seeing the process, firsthand, from start to finish.

			The reason for all this touring and eye-witnessing was to move prospective Special Agents toward expert status on genuine US currency. Our job in the Secret Service was to investigate and help prosecute people who counterfeited our currency. By becoming experts on genuine US currency, we would be able to determine when a piece of currency was not genuine. If a bill was determined not to be genuine, it was deemed counterfeit.

			In practice, I have studied thousands of pieces of US currency. I was trained to look for the known attributes of genuine currency. Genuine currency has many features that counterfeiters have a hard time duplicating. These features add to the security of our money, starting with that special paper made by Crane & Co. Special paper, multiple types of printing processes, and so forth will be present in genuine US currency. We used special lighting, trained hands and eyes, and even a microscope at times. When I found all the right parts of a genuine bill, I determined a bill to be genuine. When a bill did not contain all the genuine attributes, it was not genuine. It was counterfeit. This is the best way to determine if your money is real. Verify that it has all the attributes of real money.

			The Secret Service (www.secretservice.gov) publishes “Know Your Money” so the public can make an informed investigation regarding the money in their pockets. Sounds pretty simple, right? Simple, but not instantaneous. Unfortunately, these days, we want all our answers immediately—the easy button. There are companies that sell “counterfeit detector pens.” The problem is, these pens do not actually determine if a bill is counterfeit. The ink in the pens simply reacts to chemicals in the paper. If the right chemicals are present, you get a thumbs-up from the pen. If the right chemicals are not present, you get a thumbs-down. Most of these pens have a disclaimer right on the pen telling you that they are not foolproof. That is an understatement. A counterfeit note may easily be outfitted with the right chemicals that cause the pen to give the user a false sense of security. It would be smarter to look for the signs of a genuine note.

			Wait, What?

			At the end of one counterfeit investigation, I was put on the witness stand in court by the federal prosecutor. He asked me all the questions I was accustomed to getting in a counterfeiting prosecution case. He asked about my training, previous experience with counterfeit cases, and noted that I had seen and studied thousands of counterfeit bills. Then he made a mistake that had to be corrected from the witness stand. He tried to get the court to accept, or determine me to be, an expert in counterfeit money. Before I spoke up, the court was about to deem me an expert in counterfeit currency.

			There is no way to truly be an expert in counterfeit currency. There are so many ways to fake the real thing that no one is really an expert on all counterfeit currency. There is only one right way to make the real thing. What I was trained to be is an expert in genuine currency. If I looked at a piece of suspect money and determined it to not be genuine, then it was counterfeit. The court heard my reason and deemed me an expert in genuine currency.

			Money is not the only victim of counterfeiting. Anything of value is subject to counterfeiting: historic artifacts, relics, sporting cards and memorabilia, car parts, gold, fashion apparel and accessories. The list, unfortunately, is long. Take a trip to China where they have no problem boldly selling all the best brand-name fakes in plain sight. Street vendors with Rolex, North Face, and Gucci offer very nice reproductions of the genuine articles. They are all fake. Fakes of the original genuine product are difficult to distinguish from the real high-end products. Unless you know what to look for, you typically pay full
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