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  Before the Word: A Heart Ready to Be Taught

  
  




Sometimes, we come to God’s Word too quickly—rushing through a verse here or a devotional there, hoping for a boost or a bit of peace in a noisy day. But the truth is, the Bible is more than just words on a page. It’s God speaking—personally, powerfully, and lovingly—to you.

So before we open the pages of the chapters, let’s pause. Let’s take a deep breath and prepare our hearts—not just our eyes or our minds.

Let’s come not to study for knowledge alone, but to be formed, to be taught, and even to be changed.

Because God isn’t looking for perfect people who always get everything right. He’s looking for humble hearts—people who are willing to say, “God, I don’t know it all. Teach me. Shape me. Make me more like You.”

🙏 Let This Be Our Prayer:

Lord,

Before we read Your Word today, we slow down.

We quiet our thoughts, set aside distractions, and open our hearts to You.

We confess: sometimes we treat the Bible like just another book.

Sometimes we read it to check a box or try to feel better for a moment.

But we want more than that.

We want truth that transforms.

We want wisdom that leads us.

We want conviction that makes us holy, and grace that makes us whole.

So Father, would You give us a teachable spirit?

Break down any pride in us that resists Your voice.

Soften any hardness in our hearts that keeps us stuck.

Give us the humility to admit when we’re wrong

And the courage to change when You call us higher.

Holy Spirit, be our Teacher.

Give us insight, not just into Scripture—but into ourselves.

Help us not only to understand the text,

But to recognize how it speaks to our lives today.

Jesus, we want to know You more.

We want to love what You love, hate what You hate,

And walk in step with Your Spirit, day by day.

Speak to us now through Your Word.

We are listening. We are ready.

✨ The Lord’s Prayer (Protestant version):


Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.

Amen.”




🙌 Closing Prayer Before Reading Scripture:

Father,

As we now open Your Word, open our hearts.

Give us focus, give us clarity, and give us hunger to know You more.

Let the Scriptures come alive—not just with information,

But with revelation and transformation.

May Your truth plant deep roots in our lives.

May Your voice be louder than the noise around us.

And may we walk away not just having read the Bible,

But having been met by the Living God.

In Jesus’ name we pray,

Amen.
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  God Loves Humanity

  
  




Redemption and Eternal Love

From the very beginning of time, one message has echoed across the heavens and into the depths of the human soul: God loves humanity. This truth is not just a religious phrase—it is the heart of the entire biblical story. From Genesis to Revelation, we see a powerful narrative of God’s love, patience, justice, and mercy, culminating in the greatest act of love the world has ever known: Jesus Christ dying for us on the cross.

God Created the World for Humanity

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth—not out of need, but out of love. He spoke the universe into existence and crowned His creation by forming man and woman in His own image.


“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness…’” — Genesis 1:26




Everything God created—the light, the sky, the animals, the oceans—He made it all as a gift for humanity. He placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to walk in intimacy with Him. It was paradise, not because of the beauty alone, but because of the relationship they had with their Creator.

The Fall of Man: Adam’s Sin

But love cannot exist without choice. God gave Adam and Eve free will. Tragically, they chose disobedience over trust, bringing sin and death into the world.


“…through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” — Romans 5:12




Adam’s sin separated humanity from God. But even in that moment, God’s love didn’t disappear. He sought Adam and Eve, clothed them, and promised a Savior who would one day crush evil (Genesis 3:15).

The Pattern of Sin Continues

As the story unfolds, we see that even the greatest heroes of faith struggled with sin:


	Moses, the deliverer of Israel, disobeyed God’s command at Meribah by striking the rock instead of speaking to it (Numbers 20:11-12). Because of this, he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land.

	King Saul, the first king of Israel, offered unauthorized sacrifices and failed to fully obey God’s instructions regarding the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15). As a result, God rejected him as king.

	King David, a man after God’s own heart, committed adultery with Bathsheba and orchestrated the death of her husband Uriah (2 Samuel 11). Yet, when confronted by the prophet Nathan, David repented deeply, and God forgave him, though not without consequences.

	The Pharisees, religious leaders in Jesus’ time, were outwardly righteous but inwardly proud and blind to their own sin. Jesus rebuked them for their hypocrisy:





“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.” — Matthew 23:25




Despite these failures, God’s love never wavered. His heart remained steadfast toward His people.

Love Took on Flesh: Jesus the Savior

God could have abandoned us—but He didn’t. Instead, He did the unthinkable. He became one of us.


“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” — John 1:14




Jesus came not just to teach or to heal, but to die—to bear the full weight of our sins on the cross.


“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” — Romans 5:8




His crucifixion wasn’t the end. On the third day, He rose again, defeating death, offering eternal life to all who believe.


“He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.” — Matthew 28:6




Jesus ascended to heaven, but He didn’t leave us alone. He gave us the Holy Spirit—His very presence—to guide, comfort, and empower us.


“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.” — John 14:16-17




The Purpose of His Love: Eternal Life and Holy Living

The goal of salvation isn’t just to “get into heaven.” It’s to restore the relationship that was broken in Eden. It’s to walk with God again. To love Him. To become like Him.


“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” — John 17:3




Knowing this, how can we continue to hurt the heart of God with sin? How can we not long to please Him?


“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” — Ephesians 4:30




Let Our Lives Please Him

When we truly grasp how deeply Jesus loves us, our response is not fear—it’s love. It’s a desire to live a life that reflects His grace and truth. A life that avoids sin not just out of duty, but out of devotion.


“We love because He first loved us.” — 1 John 4:19




So today, let this be your reminder: You are loved with a love beyond comprehension. Jesus has done everything necessary to bring you back into the arms of the Father. Let’s not break His heart with stubborn rebellion, but instead, bring Him joy with surrendered lives.

Live loved. Live holy. Live for Him.
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  A Divine Relationship, Not a Distant Rule book

  
  




When we speak of not hurting God’s heart, many imagine an impersonal deity with commandments etched in stone, waiting to punish those who disobey. But that’s not how Jesus sees the Father. Through Christ’s eyes, we encounter a relational, compassionate, emotionally invested God—a Father who deeply loves, feels, rejoices, and grieves.

Jesus did not come just to fix behavior. He came to reconcile hearts, to show us the very heart of the Father (John 14:9). And that heart, according to Scripture, can be grieved.


“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

— Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)




But what does it mean to grieve God? And how would Jesus, who lived in perfect intimacy with the Father, teach us to avoid doing so?

1. Jesus and the Emotional Life of God

Unlike the Greek gods—impersonal, distant, and indifferent—the God of the Bible is deeply emotional. He is not ruled by emotion, but neither is He detached. He rejoices, feels sorrow, burns with jealousy, and sings over His people (Zephaniah 3:17).

Jesus mirrored this divine emotional life. He wept (John 11:35), groaned in spirit (John 11:33), and showed compassion repeatedly (Mark 6:34). These emotions weren’t just human reactions. They reflected the heart of God.


“The Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing…”

— John 5:19




If Jesus wept over Jerusalem, so did the Father. If Jesus’ heart broke over sin, so does God’s.


“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together… but you were not willing.”

— Matthew 23:37




This longing is God’s broken heart on display—a Father aching for His lost children.

2. What Grieves the Heart of God?

From Genesis to Revelation, there are recurring patterns of behavior that grieve God. Jesus understood this deeply and taught about it not just through words but through His life and death.

a. Unbelief and Hardened Hearts


“He was amazed at their lack of faith.”

— Mark 6:6




Unbelief is not just doubt—it is a rejection of God’s trustworthiness. Jesus confronted this in His disciples, in religious leaders, and in the cities where He performed miracles. The grief behind His words was clear.


“If you had known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”

— Luke 19:42




b. Religious Hypocrisy

Jesus saved His sharpest rebukes not for prostitutes or tax collectors, but for religious leaders who honored God with their lips but whose hearts were far from Him (Mark 7:6).


“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!”

— Matthew 23:13




Religious performance without love grieves God deeply because it misrepresents His name and burdens others.

c. Neglect of the Poor and Marginalized

One of the most consistent themes in Scripture is God’s care for the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner. When we ignore or oppress them, we insult His character.


“Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”

— Matthew 25:45




This is more than social justice. It’s relational injustice against the heart of God.

3. Jesus: The Advocate of God’s Heart

In the person of Jesus, we see a Man completely aligned with God’s emotional and moral values. His mission was not just to save us from sin but to reveal the Father’s love (John 3:16–17).


“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

— John 10:10




When Jesus speaks, He speaks what is on the Father’s heart. When He forgives, heals, warns, or weeps—it is all a reflection of the God who longs for restored relationship.

In Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah, we read:


“He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain… Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer.”

— Isaiah 53:3,10




Jesus’ suffering was not divine cruelty—it was divine grief and love interwoven, enduring pain so we might be healed.

4. Grieving God Today: The New Testament Perspective

The apostle Paul, echoing the heart of Jesus, writes that we can grieve the Holy Spirit—the very presence of God within us (Ephesians 4:30).

Common ways believers grieve God:


	Bitterness, rage, and slander (Ephesians 4:31)

	Sexual immorality and greed (Ephesians 5:3)

	Unforgiveness (Matthew 6:15)

	Division in the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 1:10–13)

	Lukewarm faith (Revelation 3:16)




Each of these is not just moral failure; it is a relational breach. God’s Spirit lives in us, and when we act contrary to His love and holiness, we cause sorrow to the One who indwells us.

5. How Not to Grieve God: Living from the Heart of Jesus

Jesus not only showed us what grieves God—He showed us how to delight His heart.

a. Walk in Love


“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us…”

— Ephesians 5:1–2




b. Pursue Holiness from the Inside Out


“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

— Matthew 5:8




c. Remain in Him


“If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

— John 15:5




d. Obey with Joy


“If you love me, keep my commandments.”

— John 14:15




This isn’t legalism; it’s love expressed through trust and surrender.

6. God’s Response to Our Repentance: Joy, Not Judgment

One of the most astonishing truths Jesus taught is that God rejoices when we return.


“There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.”

— Luke 15:7




The Father doesn’t greet returning sinners with scolding, but with celebration (Luke 15:20–24).

7. Final Reflection: A Relationship Worth Protecting

To grieve someone, you must be in relationship with them. You can’t hurt a stranger’s heart—but you can wound a friend’s. The fact that we can grieve God is not a burden—it’s a testimony to how much He loves us.

Jesus taught that to live well is to love well, and to love well is to care deeply about what brings joy and sorrow to the One who first loved us.



If Jesus could speak directly to us about not grieving God’s heart, perhaps He would say:


“Beloved, My Father is not distant. He feels. He loves. He longs. When you live in selfishness, fear, or hardness of heart, it grieves Him—not because He is angry, but because He wants you free.

But when you trust Him, walk with Him, forgive others, and show mercy—He rejoices. Let your life be a song that pleases His heart. Let My Spirit guide you, so that the Father may delight in you always.”




A Letter from Jesus Christ to His Beloved


“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.”

— Matthew 23:37 (NIV)




I Am Jesus. I Know Your Heart. I Love You. But Why Do You Wound Mine?

My Beloved,

Before the foundations of the earth, My heart was set on you. I knew you before you were formed in your mother’s womb (Jeremiah 1:5). I am the Word made flesh, the Light that came into the world, not to condemn but to save (John 3:17). And yet, time and again, My voice is silenced, My love misunderstood, My grace abused.

I do not come to control but to redeem. Still, when My love is trampled, when My Spirit is resisted, My heart breaks. I am not an impersonal force, but a God who feels—a God who can be grieved by those He loves.

1. God Has a Heart That Can Be Grieved

Many think I am too mighty to be wounded. But listen carefully:


“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

— Ephesians 4:30 (ESV)




Yes, I have a Spirit—a Person—and He can be grieved. Bitterness, lies, rage, hypocrisy—these are not mere infractions. They are daggers to the heart of the One who sealed you for glory.


“But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; therefore He turned to be their enemy, and Himself fought against them.”

— Isaiah 63:10 (ESV)




I am your Shepherd. I am gentle and lowly in heart (Matthew 11:29). But when your rebellion replaces relationship, you push yourself away from My embrace. That hurts—not because I am weak, but because I love deeply.

2. When Love Is Rejected: The Savior’s Sorrow

Have you ever loved someone who rejected you? Then you’ve tasted what I experience daily.


“He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.”

— John 1:11 (ESV)




I formed you with My hands, yet when I walked among you, you turned your back. I healed the sick, fed the hungry, raised the dead—and still, you chose Barabbas. Every sin is a whip. Every rebellion is a thorn. Every betrayal pierces My heart afresh.


“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to Me.”

— Matthew 25:40 (ESV)




When you slander your neighbor, ignore the broken, or live in selfishness, you wound Me. When you praise Me with your lips but deny Me with your life, you grieve Me.

3. My Grace Is Not a License for Sin

I died to free you from sin, not to give you permission to live in it. My grace is not cheap—it cost My blood.


“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.”

— Hebrews 10:26 (ESV)




I am patient with your weaknesses. But do not confuse patience with permission. To mock My grace is to trample the cross.


“How much worse punishment… for the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God… and outraged the Spirit of grace?”

— Hebrews 10:29 (ESV)




If you say you love Me, obey My commands (John 14:15). Repentance is not an emotional apology; it is a changed direction. If you keep choosing darkness, you are not walking with Me, no matter how loudly you sing.

4. I Long for a Genuine Relationship

I did not come to start a religion—I came to restore relationship. I am not impressed with ritual if your heart is far from Me.


“These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.”

— Isaiah 29:13 (NIV)




I knock at the door—not with force, but with longing.


“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him.”

— Revelation 3:20 (ESV)




But the handle is on your side. I will not barge in. You must let Me in.

5. Hypocrisy and Injustice Wound My Heart

Do you remember when I overturned the tables in the Temple? Why? Because My Father’s house became a marketplace of pride and corruption (Matthew 21:12–13).

I hate injustice disguised in religion. When you claim holiness but exploit others, judge the broken, or manipulate people in My name, it wounds Me.


“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father.”

— Matthew 7:21 (ESV)




I

6. Though You Hurt Me, I Still Love You
















7. Your Response: Stop Wounding My Heart and Come Home














 — Revelation 2:5 (NIV)

I was pierced for your transgressions. I took your shame. I rose again to offer you life. Why would you wound the One who died to save you?
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