
  
    
  


  
    
      
        
          
            	
              Psychological Hounding and Educational Behavior Crisis
            
          


          
            	
              Patapios Tranakas
            
          


          
            	
              Patapios Tranakas (Mar 2014)
            
          


          
            	
              

            
          


          
            	
              Tags:
            

            	
              psychological hounding, educational behavior crisis, bullying, aggressive behavior, school environment, empathy
            
          


          
            	
              psychological hounding educational behavior crisis bullying aggressive behavior school environment empathy
            
          

        
      


      

    


    
      As an adjunct to relevant courses, valuable insight for students and professionals already working in the field is provided and students are equipped with a detailed analysis of important issues. The subject is 'brought to life' through analysis which highlight the working of issues within a given setting.
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  In hounding, the sufferers cannot easily defend themselves; they lack the resources, the power and the recourse to address their aggressor. Rigby[1] notes that bullying does not occur when there is conflict between people of equal or similar power; in these situations, neither party has unrestrained power over the other.


  This is the critical distinction. “The effects of being repeatedly attacked or threatened by a more powerful person or group are likely to differ from the effects of being attacked or threatened by someone of equal power: In the former case, one is apt to feel more helpless”[2].


  The violent way of dealing with conflict is an ambiguous social phenomenon with varied etiology, which occurs in various forms and with great frequency in everyday life. It is a social act that leads to the modification of the behavior of the parties involved. One could thus argue that bullying is a dysfunctional and primitive form of communication[3].
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    1. Children Definition and Communication Rights


    1.1 Who are the Children?
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  Children in their own right are complete human beings and as young people deserve adult’s special attention by occupying a very unique time in the human cycle together with the best of our resources and investments while acknowledging that they are the founding block and a “social capital” of every society concerned with change for a better today and for the future of its constituencies.


  The improvement of social and economic societal conditions is promised by their education while the management of social clashes is directly depending on their positive socialization for conflict resolution; longevity can be promoted by good nutrition, their health in good standing for a better quality of life is lead by lower social costs and their well being mentally and psychologically has the promise of a more culturally rich and resilient society.


  The 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)[4] states that children are full human beings in their own right, who deserve the best that life can provide at every single stage of their personal development. However, children and young people are not a homogenous group.


  In our current time and setting they are being raised in a great multiplicity of social arrangements, facing very different challenges in their everyday lives. They have different thoughts and aspirations for their futures. Furthermore many children in the world today do not live in an environment where they are protected by a caring family or can exercise their right to access education. Others have had to deal with unimaginable situations, war, persecutions and catastrophes as well as extremely difficult daily lives. They have experienced atrocities, suffering, discrimination, trauma and abuse and have responsibilities well beyond their years[5].


  
    
      
        	
          
            [image: image]
          

        

        	

        	
          
            [image: image]
          

        
      

    
  


  
    
      
        [image: image]
      

    


    1.2 What are the Children Communication Rights?
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  The rights of children, as delineated in the CRC, include a variety of communication rights. The right to be heard and to be taken seriously; the right to free speech and to information; the right to maintain privacy; the right to develop cultural identity; and the right to be proud of one’s heritage and beliefs.


  Yet, whether boys and girls live in overwhelmingly commercialized and profit - driven ones, or in deprived and resource – poor societies; their voices need to be taken seriously and heard together with the possibility for expressing their opinions and needs while expanding their access to important information. Communicative efforts need to respect children’s dignity and privacy and to foster their confidence and sense of worth. Young people children need to be fully recognized in each stage of their development, as having unique skills and needs, as well as their personal voices that deserve to be listened to with empathy and respect.


  The accumulated knowledge from years of studying the subject matter of children and media analysis demonstrates that children are active users of media. They react to, feel, think and create their own meanings out of them by bringing to their communication and media encounters a host of experiences, desires, abilities and predispositions.


  They interact in diverse personal, social and cultural circumstances that also influence what they get out of the experience.


  Educators and adults must never assume that what they need and take from communication and media interaction themselves, is the same as what children will or want to get out of it[6].
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    2. Bullying


    2.1 Bullying Definition
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  Victimization is defined as instances when a child is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to negative actions on the part of one or more of its contemporaries[7]. This definition stresses the direct physical nature of the behavior such as pulling, pushing, hitting etc., as well as its direct in the vein verbal nature of hurtful names calling, threatening, teasing, etc. Moreover, bullying can take also the form of more indirect behaviors like rumor spreading and social exclusion.


  Olweus[8] described bullying with reference to three criteria:


  1)It is an aggressive behavior or intentional harm doing.


  2)It is performed repeatedly and over time.


  3)It takes place within the context of an interpersonal relationship characterized by an imbalance of power.


  This helplessness sense is linked to negative mental health outcomes, such as anger, frustration, anxiety and depression. A number of young people respond to a stressful social environment with “severe externalizing behaviors”, while others respond by internalizing these problems with inner turmoil and self destructive acts[9].


  Bullying involves but not limiting to be physical, verbal, indirect and emotional and may be carried out by one individual or a group of students. Bullied children are generally subjected to hitting, regular kicking or punching, pulling, pushing, threats, continuous teasing, being called hurtful names, being insulted or having their family insulted, including but not limiting to whichever other verbal type of abuse, having lies and false rumors spread about them, having nasty notes written about them, being isolated from groups, being left out of games or
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