

  

    
      
    

  




  


  The Tabernacle of David


  What, exactly, does the tabernacle of David represent? In the new covenant there is only one mediator between God and man: this is the Lord Jesus Christ the living Word of God, and he is presently seated upon a heavenly throne, high above all things (Psalm 138:2). The ark of the covenant is a representation of Jesus Christ and of how our reconciliation with God the Father is made possible.


  The tabernacle of David depicts the heavenly realm touching the earth and is a living, prophetic parable of how we may come into a direct and personal relationship with God. Through Jesus Christ and without intermediary clergy or religious, legalistic ritual, we may become registered as citizens of heaven (Hebrews 12:18-24). The once-and-for-all blood sacrifice at Calvary was required in order to put the new covenant into effect. However, the fullness of what is represented by the tabernacle of David (with the ark as its sole piece of furniture) will be restored at the second coming.


  In that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen and close up its breeches; and I will raise up its ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: … (Amos 9:11–12, Acts 15:16). When God decided to cut off the corrupt house of Eli he said: And I will raise me up a faithful priest that shall do according to that which is in my heart and in my mind, and I will build him a sure house, and he shall walk before my anointed [Heb. Messiah] for ever (1 Samuel 2:35).


  The faithful priest for whom God would build a sure house could not have been Samuel. The fact that he shall walk before God’s anointed (Messiah) forever, means that this does not refer directly to Jesus Christ. The only “sure house” that can be seen that fits this bill is the house of David (1 Samuel 17), which continued in God’s favor until the birth of Jesus Christ. And in Christ, the royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9) of the order of Melchisedec (Psalm 110:4) continues forever — this even includes us if we are in Christ (Revelation 1:6). And in mercy shall the throne be established and he shall sit on it in the tabernacle of David, judging and seeking judgment and hastening righteousness (Isaiah 16:5).


  What is the prophetic numerology found in the Psalms? Anyone who knows the author or has read one of his previous books knows that, in addition to emphasizing a personal relationship with God the Father, he is focused on the Day of the Lord with a deep concern that Christians regard End Times prophecy with utmost concern and soberness. It is within this context that he directs the readers's attention to the prophetic numbers within the Psalms that, once decoded according to their trajectory through the Scriptures, unlock the stunning messianic narrative that will soon take place here on the earth.
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    Who, in addition to setting up our ministry to produce clean water purification systems, encouraged me to take the couple million words of the transcripts of my 150 messages on the Psalms and dramatically reduce them into this one volume.


  




  


  Foreward


  As I put the finishing touches on this book, I want to say a few things about The Tabernacle of David and the author, Russell Stendal. First, this book has been a long time coming, and I believe the Enemy has been fighting hard against it being published. As if holding up the publishing were not enough, it has also been hindered at the points of distribution — at least until now. We know God’s timing is always perfect, so we will not consider this to be late.


  Earlier in 2020, I was auditing a religion course on the book of Daniel at a nearby Christian college. Because of the extensive amount of time that has elapsed since this denomination’s first interpretations of the prophecies within Daniel, leaders have had to reevaluate much of their nearly two-hundred-year-old doctrine. Archeology and historical archiving have not been kind to their prophetic interpretations. The college professors now find themselves having to defend the reality of historical events and biblical truth while appeasing an institution. If only the professors had another type of proof (and such does exist), other than the opinions of men, that the denomination’s prophetic interpretations were fast becoming irrelevant. Then they might be able to encourage, rather than discourage, the institution.


  This “proof” that I am speaking of is the biblical, prophetic meaning of numbers — God’s numerology that is found in the Scriptures, both at large and concentrated within the Psalms. In Russell’s latest commentary, The Tabernacle of David: A Study of How the Psalms Define Prophetic Numerology, the reader will find clear explanations of how and why God uses numerology to magnify and seal the words of the biblical Prophets. When prophecy is interpreted through the light of the Holy Spirit (a requisite for men and women of God), then magnified with the inarguable reality of God’s use of numbers, a clear and certain revelation of God’s will and heart are made manifest.


  As someone who has read all of Russell’s English publications, and quite a few of them more than once, I want to point out that he has not abruptly released a unique book about numerology. Neither is the author presenting what some might think of, because of the book’s title, as being a new flavor of prophetic interpretation. Anyone who has read even one of his previous publications will know that Russell has always included and highlighted God’s use of the significance of numbers. Going all the way back to the book The Beatitudes (now retitled God’s Plan for Spiritual Battle), his writing has underscored how God uses numerology to explain what God has determined for man — past, present, and future.


  Another very important aspect of his writing is that instead of having a varying message that conforms to the desires of the flesh and men’s wishes for how they would like to see prophecy fulfilled, Russell’s messages are steadfast regarding what God’s intentions are for dealing with the Adamic nature. At the same time, the author has always refrained from drawing conclusions about prophetic outcomes and has persisted in being extremely mindful of how God remains sovereign within our fallen cosmos. This, while preserving man’s free will and the ability for men to make sovereign choices of their own. Within these pages, you’ll see how each one of us is, indeed, a king within our own little kingdoms and how the violent man actually lives within our walls.


  I would invite the reader to ask God to open their heart and ears and eyes to what the psalmist perceives of God, and what God is saying to us through the psalmist. If we persist as the psalmist has persisted, we have great potential to attract God’s individual attention in the very same way, so that we may come to the point of being men after God’s own heart.


  Steven Prester, digital publishing engineer, Ransom Press International




  


  Introduction


  The book of Psalms is a unique collection of poems, most of which were originally set to music. As with other books of the Bible, the exact locations of some chapter breaks and the number of chapters may be questionable. In comparison, the beginning and end of each psalm is very clear. This allows us to study the numerical value and sequence of the chapter numbers as they were originally ordered (they are not in chronological order). There is also a prophetic, messianic dimension to the psalms that is often overlooked. In the following pages, we will consider this minimized quality of the psalms.


  The Hebrew manuscripts of this book are entitled The Psalms of David, indicating that he is considered to be the person who compiled most of the poems or songs, even though he did not write all of them. Some psalms are identified as being “of David” or by other authors, and some are anonymous.


  Before you read this book, I must also add a warning: the symbolic spiritual and prophetic value of each number may be positive or negative. Therefore, as with the interpretation of all Scripture, keen discernment by the Holy Spirit is essential. Throughout history, and particularly today, the study of numerology has led to grave error by those who blindly mix pagan, secular and sacred values according to their own human understanding. I fear for those who would continue along this path.


  If you truly fear the Lord, and you study this treatise in the light of the genuine Holy Spirit, you will be blessed as you walk with him.


  Russell M. Stendal


  May 30, 2020




  


  Part I
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  Psalms 1 - 41


  


  Chapter 1


  Compare this first psalm with the initial use of the number one in Scripture, which occurs in the opening book of the Old Testament (OT):


  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was without order, and empty; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light, and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. (Genesis 1:1–5)


  We can see that from the beginning, the number one is linked to light. And God saw that the light was good. Psalm one mentions the way of the righteous and the way of the wicked. The difference is that righteous walk in the light.1


  

    

      1 Throughout this book the spiritual value of the number one will not be repeated over and over because from now on I assume that you are digesting all of the enclosed contents in the light of the Holy Spirit.


    


  


  Psalm 1


  1 Blessed is the man2 that does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful.


  

    

      2 There are two words for “man” in Hebrew. The one used here can denote noble birth. When we are born again from above into the life of Christ, we will no longer desire to walk in the counsel of the ungodly.


    


  


  Being blessed is the opposite of being cursed. Those who are godly walk in the light (1 John 1:7; Psalm 89:15), but the ungodly walk in darkness.


  2 But his delight is in the law3 of the LORD, and in his law he meditates day and night.


  

    

      3 Under the new covenant established in the New Testament (NT), God will change our hearts by his grace. Then the law of sin and death and the letter that kills will give way to the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:2) and to the law of liberty (James 1:25, 2:12) also known as the law of Christ (1 Corinthians 9:21).


    


  


  Those who are born again from above by the Spirit of God have a change in the desires of their heart. They delight in what God says, and they meditate on his words by day and by night. Their will is aligned with God’s will. They participate in the eternal life of Jesus Christ.


  3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.


  The tree of life is planted beside a river and brings forth fruit every month. Its leaves, incidentally, are for the healing of the Gentiles4 (Revelation 22:2).


  

    

      4 In this context, Gentiles are individuals, families, or even nations that are not in proper covenant with God.


    


  


  When we participate in the eternal life of the Lord, this does not mean that we experience the natural life of man extended infinitely into the future, like a weed that does not wither with age. Eternal life is a different quality of life because it is God’s life. In order for us to live in God’s life, we must accept that the knowledge of good and evil belongs exclusively to him, and he is the only one who can truly decide what is good and what is evil and rightly judge between the two. This requires us to have a change of heart so that we may be in tune with his heart.


  4 The ungodly are not so but are like the chaff which the wind drives away.


  The ungodly may think they have it together, but they are unable to stand firm in the face of adversity, like the chaff which the wind drives away.


  5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.


  The time of judgment is fast approaching, and when it arrives, the ungodly will not be able to stand. It is then that sinners will be removed from the congregation of the righteous (see also Matthew 13:41).


  6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.


  The Lord knows the way of the righteous because it is his way (John 14:6).


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, please show us your way so that we may walk in your light in the way of the righteous. Amen.




  


  Chapter 2


  Let us examine what happened on the second day of creation:


  And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made a firmament and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. And God called the firmament Heavens. And the evening and the morning were the second day. (Genesis 1:6–8)


  In Psalm 1, God differentiates between the way of the righteous and the way of the ungodly. On the second day of creation, he differentiates between the waters which were under the firmament and the waters which were above the firmament. These waters are symbolic of two different realms created and sustained by the word of God. A higher realm or firmament is above the earth and is called “Heavens.”5 Those who are sons of God are citizens of heaven even while they are walking here on the earth.


  

    

      5 Jesus Christ is the ascended Word of God. He has the keys to death and to Hades and has ascended high above all heavens (Ephesians 4:10; Revelation 1:18).


    


  


  In Scripture, the number one has to do with God bringing light out of darkness (and thus creating the possibility of two ways), and the number two has to do with making choices. Thus, God has chosen to create the realm of the heavens, and we can choose to kiss the Son and submit to Jesus Christ, for he is the Lord of heaven (1 Corinthians 15:47).


  Psalm 2


  1 Why do the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine a vain thing?


  2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his anointed, saying,


  3 let us break their bands asunder and cast away their cords from us.


  Why does the natural man rebel against God? Because he desires to be his own god. Instead of allowing God to distinguish between good and evil, our ancestors (Adam and Eve) decided to make their own choice. So it has been throughout human history – with one exception. The Lord Jesus, who is the Christ (the anointed), became a man, yet he lived to do the will of his Father. We have a similar choice. We may join with Jesus (God’s anointed), or we may continue among the Gentiles and peoples that imagine a vain thing.


  In the physical world around us, the Gentiles continue to rage, and the peoples are taking part in what they conceive to be a grand rebellion. This rebellion is a worthless and futile effort. They refuse to allow God and his anointed One to reign over them. This, however, is about to change:


  4 He that sits in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.


  5 Then he shall speak unto them in his wrath and trouble them in his sore displeasure.


  6 Yet I have set my king upon Zion, the mountain of my holiness.


  All of the kingdoms of man will soon crumble and fall (Daniel 2:44; Revelation 11:15), and God’s mountain (his holy kingdom) will prevail. The essence of holiness is not religious ritual, vocabulary, or dress code. Holiness is the state of being separated exclusively unto God for whatever he desires. Therefore, those who dwell in “Zion”6 live to please God and to make him happy.


  

    

      6 “Zion” means “sustained” or “lifted up.” Psalm 2 was written after David and his men captured the literal fortress of Zion that had previously been considered impregnable (2 Samuel 5:6-10).


    


  


  7 I will declare the decree; the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day I have begotten thee.


  This is a messianic Scripture applying directly to Jesus Christ.7 He is the only begotten Son of the Father;8 he is fully God and fully man, and the only way for us to be born again and have eternal life is in him.9 Although Jesus, the only begotten Son of God, was born of a woman, we may also become adopted sons of God if we are born again by the Spirit. Then we will be members of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27). God can decide to choose us, and we can choose to follow God.10


  

    

      7 Acts 13:33; Hebrews 1:5, 5:5.


    


    

      

        8 John 1:18, 3:16.


      


      

        

          9 See John 3:36, 5:26; Colossians 2:10, 3:4; and 1 John 5:11–12.


        


        

          

            10 It is clear that David and many others mentioned in Scripture knew by the Spirit that they were sons of God.


          


        


      


    


  


  8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the Gentiles for thine inheritance and unto the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.


  9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.


  God makes sovereign choices, but he also desires for us to choose that which is right. Because God said to the Son, Ask of me, if we are in Christ, we may ask according to the will of God, bearing in mind that according to Scripture, the fullness of the inheritance is reserved for those who have come to maturity. In one of the letters that Jesus dictated to the apostle John, he echoed the words of this psalm:


  And he that overcomes and keeps my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the Gentiles; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter they shall be broken to shivers, even as I received of my Father. (Revelation 2:26–27)


  Those that overcome and keep the “works” of Jesus unto the end are those who have come to maturity in Christ – those who consistently do his will instead of their own. To rule with a “rod of iron” is to enforce the law (or commandments) of God upon the “Gentiles” who are not in a proper covenant with him. As sons of God, we may be selected to reign and rule with Jesus Christ when he returns (Revelation 20:4–6).


  10 Understand now therefore, O ye kings: receive chastening, ye judges of the earth.


  11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.


  All of us are like kings in that God has created us with the ability to make choices that can affect our eternal future and even the future of others. Therefore, it behooves us to receive the chastening (or correction) of God our Father. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 9:10), and those who take this path will rejoice with trembling.


  12 Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way when his wrath is kindled in a little while. Blessed are all those that put their trust in him.


  Here is another very clear messianic reference to the Son of God. Those who kiss the Son are those who choose to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ. Over the past three millennia since the book of Psalms was compiled, judgment has fallen upon the people of God a number of times. This verse, however, primarily refers to the upcoming day of the Lord when Jesus will return in power and glory.


  All those that put their trust in him will be blessed, and to be blessed is the exact opposite of being cursed.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, may we be granted the ability to discern the light from the darkness. May we distinguish between “the waters that are above and the waters that are below” – between what is of heaven and what is of earth. May we receive your chastening so that we may rejoice with trembling. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




  


  Chapter 3


  In Psalm 3, we have a depiction of how the sea of humanity rose up against David and followed his seditious son Absalom (meaning “father of peace”). This is similar to the rebellion of Lucifer (“light bearer”) against God who then became Satan (“the accuser”).


  The number three has to do with the dry land being separated from the seas, both literally and metaphorically. It was on the third day of creation that God said,


  Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters he called Seas; and God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:9–10)


  On the same day that God separated the dry land from the seas, he also said,


  Let the earth bring forth green grass, herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after its nature, whose seed is in itself upon the earth; and it was so. And the earth brought forth green grass and herb yielding seed after its kind and the tree yielding fruit whose seed was in itself, according to its nature; and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day. (Genesis 1:11–13)


  Throughout the Bible, the dry land (earth) is symbolic of the people who are in covenant with God; the dry land is linked to the concept of the promised land. Hence, after the general resurrection and final judgment, there will no longer be any sea (Revelation 21:1).


  On dry land, grain and fruit can come forth according to the nature of the seed that is planted. Since the time of the curse, however, what naturally comes forth is thorns and briers (recall Jesus’s parable in which Satan caused trouble by planting tares among the wheat). Good fruit, on the other hand, must be carefully cultivated, but it is worth the effort, for Jesus told us that we shall know people by their fruits (Matthew 7:20). Psalm 3 illustrates the difference between David and his followers (who bring forth good fruit) compared to Absalom and his followers (who are not fruitful because they are not right with God). Therefore, the numbers may be used in both a positive and a negative sense.


  Incidentally, the word “Selah” appears three times in the first eight verses of Psalm 3. Since this is a word that invites the reader to pause and reflect, it is clear that this psalm merits our serious meditation on its message.


  Psalm 3


  A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.


  1 LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! Many are they that rise up against me.


  2 There are many who say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah.11


  

    

      11 “Selah” means “to stop and meditate.” This is the first use of this word in Psalms. It is possible that when singing this psalm, “selah” means that the line was repeated. The word occurs seventy-one times in the book of Psalms.


    


  


  Many rose up against David, and in the same manner, many have risen up against God. The natural inclination of fallen man is to oppose God the Father, just as David’s own son Absalom12 rebelled against his father. After a period of false peace, Absalom succeeded in turning most of the nation against David (and against God).


  

    

      12 “Absalom” means “father of peace.” There is only one father of peace, however, and that is God.


    


  


  3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory and the lifter up of my head.


  4 I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he answered me out of the mountain of his holiness. Selah.


  When so many people turned against him, David did not rely on his own strength or his own wisdom. Knowing that God had anointed him to be king of Israel, he trusted that the Lord would be his shield in his time of trouble. His head had been bowed by his troubles, but he knew that God could lift it up. David lived to please and to glorify God,13 and when he cried unto the Lord, he received an answer out of the mountain of God’s holiness.


  

    

      13 On the other hand, Absalom, like Satan, clearly sought his own glory. He allowed the hair on his head to grow long and bushy (hair can be a symbol of glory in Scripture), and this ultimately led to his downfall when his hair got caught in an oak tree, trapping him (2 Samuel 18:9).


    


  


  Why? Jesus told us that he is the vine and we are the branches, and thus in order for us to bear good fruit, we must abide in him. If David was bearing good fruit for the kingdom of God, he was connected to God, and so when he cried unto the Lord, he received a response.


  5 I laid me down and slept; I awaked, for the LORD sustained me.


  6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that have set themselves against me round about.


  Tens of thousands of enemies were after David, attempting to surround him, yet his faith was such that he was able to lie down and sleep. This is the peace of God that passes understanding.


  7 Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God, for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the jawbone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.


  Those who have been smitten by God upon the jawbone have lost the capability to speak and act against the people of God. They are no longer able to open their mouth, and their “teeth” are broken (they have lost their capacity to attack).


  8 Salvation belongs unto the LORD; thy blessing shall be upon thy people. Selah.


  The Lord is the one who decides whom he will save and whom he will bless; salvation and blessing are reserved for his people, who belong to him.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, we thank you for keeping your mighty hand of salvation and blessing upon us. May we bear good fruit for your kingdom all the days of our lives. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




  


  Chapter 4


  Four is not a prime number. It can be factored as two times two or two squared. If, as we have seen, the number two has to do with making choices, then the number four can relate to the consequences of God’s choices from a heavenly or eternal perspective as well as to ours.14 Note that when a number is squared it includes another dimension.


  

    

      14 John 3:16.


    


  


  Let’s take a look at what happened on the fourth day of creation:


  And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for appointed times and for days and years; and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth; and it was so. (Genesis 1:14–15)


  The creation of the sun, moon, and stars in the firmament of the heavens reveals choices made by God, such as the decision to divide the day from the night. God also declared that the lights in the firmament should be for signs and for appointed times and for days and years. All of this reflects choices God made and continues to make, which affect both the present and the future. The appointed times are prophetic events such as the end-time harvest (represented by the Feast of Tabernacles) that will clearly differentiate between the godly and the ungodly.


  And God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. (Genesis 1:16)


  This refers to the creation of the sun, moon, and stars.


  And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth and to rule over the day and over the night and to divide the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. (Genesis 1:17–19)	


  The number four represents the consequences of decisions or choices and is linked to the heavenly realm and God’s heavenly love. God is the one who made the first sacrifice of righteousness when he decided to send his Son, Jesus Christ, to die for us.15 God placed lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night and to be for signs and for appointed times and for days and years. From the beginning of creation, God has demonstrated a plan for the ages, with important predetermined dates and events that have been and will be portrayed throughout history by the sun, moon, and stars.16


  

    

      15 Jesus is referred to as the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8b).


    


    

      

        16 The natural sun, moon, and stars have spiritual counterparts. Just as David’s enemies betrayed him, Satan and Adam also betrayed God. The “sun” of this world is now the god of worldly prosperity (known in ancient Israel as Baal), and the “moon” (representing the people of God) suffers if God’s people pursue the things of this world (and reflect the “light” of the god of this world) instead of seeking heavenly treasure. Even the third part of the “stars” (the angels) have been affected and contaminated by Satan’s rebellion (Revelation 12:4). At the appointed time, however, the Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in his wings (Malachi 4:2).


      


    


  


  Psalm 4


  To the Overcomer in Neginoth,17 A Psalm of David.


  

    

      17 “Neginoth” means “with stringed instruments” (such as a harp).


    


  


  1 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness; thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.


  David had many opportunities to call upon God, because his life was full of danger and trouble. It was only toward the end of his life that Israel enjoyed relative peace. Anyone who follows the Lord will face adversity, and although most us think that it would be better to never have trials and difficulties, David was able to testify unto God: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.


  2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after the lie? Selah.


  Those like David, who are called to be sons of God and who follow the Lord Jesus along what has come to be known as “the way of the cross,” are always misunderstood by those who are referred to here as ye sons of men. Those who have the desires and goals of fallen man will never be able to represent God as he desires, and David, being a man after God’s heart, wants to know how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after the lie?


  People who seek after the fleeting wealth and pleasure of this world will never please God, nor will they ever overcome the sinful desires of the flesh, as long as they persist in their foolishness.


  3 But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself; the LORD will hear when I call unto him.


  4 Stand in awe, and sin not; meditate in your heart upon your bed, and desist. Selah.


  The Lord has made a sovereign decision to set apart him that is godly for himself. God is David’s righteousness, and this messianic psalm is dedicated to the Overcomer18 (referring to the Lord Jesus who would come, and to the entire extended overcoming body of Christ).


  

    

      18 There are fifty-five psalms (five times eleven) dedicated to the Overcomer.


    


  


  David is able to declare with absolute confidence that the LORD will hear when I call unto him. If our righteousness is found in God, if we are not among those who continue to turn the glory of God into shame, our prayers will be heard on high. Knowing this, David advises those who love vanity and seek after lies to change their ways: Stand in awe, and sin not; meditate in your heart upon your bed, and desist. While our own good works and self-effort cannot save us or anyone else, anyone who is lost or defeated will be turned in the right direction if they stand in awe and meditate in their heart upon their bed, and desist.  Selah.


  Stop and think about this. God has made and is making decisions with far-reaching consequences for the godly and the ungodly, and David is resolved to stand firm for God no matter what the cost.


  5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD.


  6 There are many that say, Who will show us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.


  What are the sacrifices of righteousness? And how do we offer these sacrifices and put our trust in the Lord?


  In Old Testament times, people were unaware that the animal sacrifices they offered were symbolic of the reality of the once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus Christ that would take place in the future. The bullocks and male goats they sacrificed represented their sin and guilt. Because Jesus died as a sinless sacrifice in our place, the power of the Holy Spirit is available to aid us and enable us to follow in his footsteps if we are willing to “sacrifice” our sin and our guilt. In other words, we must choose to allow God to cleanse us and correct us. These are the sacrifices of righteousness that we are to offer God.


  In order for us to truly see and understand good, it is necessary for us to have a direct relationship with God. This is why David prays, LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.


  7 Thou hast put gladness in my heart in the time that their grain and their wine multiplied.


  8 I will both lay me down in peace and sleep: for thou only, O LORD, dost make me to be confident.


  The “grain” and “wine” of the people of God is multiplied at harvest time according to his blessing. This took place every year and was celebrated at the Feast of Tabernacles. The grain is symbolic of the word of God, and the wine is symbolic of the life of God. In a prophetic sense, the time of the end of the harvest is the end of the age, which is fast approaching. There are many who fear end-time events, as these are prophesied to bring upheaval and great tribulation. Nevertheless David, representing the Overcomer, is not afraid. He is able to say, I will both lay me down in peace and sleep: for thou only, O LORD, dost make me to be confident.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, may we understand the sacrifices of righteousness and put our trust in you. May we have your peace in our hearts no matter what difficulties and betrayals we encounter along the paths of life. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




  


  Chapter 5


  The number five is linked to mercy and grace, which God ministers to us by his Holy Spirit, who was poured out on the early church on the day of Pentecost. The word “Pentecost” means “fifty,” which is the number that results when five (symbolic of mercy and grace) is multiplied by ten (symbolic of the word or commandments of God).


  Now let’s examine what happened on the fifth day of creation: And God said, Let the waters bring forth great quantities of creatures with living souls and fowl that may fly above the earth upon the face of the firmament of the heavens19 (Genesis 1:20).


  

    

      19 This mention regarding the creation of creatures with living souls and fowl that may fly above the earth upon the face of the firmament of the heavens and the statement below concerning every winged fowl after its nature gives ample food for thought. What exactly is encompassed within original meaning of the word, fowl? Angels are described as having wings and as being living creatures or animals (Gr. Bios) that have access to the heavenly realm (Revelation 4:6-11 Jubilee Bible). The thought has occurred to me, and I am mulling it over, that maybe the creatures created on the fifth day include the angels. The Scripture above also names great dragons that were created and we know that Satan, a created being, has access to the heavenly realm and is referred to prophetically by John: And the great dragon was cast out, the serpent of old, who is called Devil and the Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him (Revelation 12:9).


    


  


  Remember that on the second day God divided the waters into two realms; they were separated above and below the firmament, which he called Heavens (Genesis 1:6–8). Therefore, there were waters above and below the firmament, and these waters, at God’s command, brought forth great quantities of creatures with living souls.


  And God created the great dragons20 and every living soul that moves, which the waters brought forth abundantly after their nature, and every winged fowl after its nature; and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. (Genesis 1:21–23)


  

    

      20 Satan is known as the great dragon or sea serpent (Revelation 12:9); he is also linked to the leviathan (Isaiah 27:1).


    


  


  So the waters brought forth not only great quantities of creatures with living souls and fowl that may fly above the earth upon the face of the firmament of the heavens, but also creatures that could fill the waters in the seas. Creatures were created for the realm of the heavens and the realm of the seas, and the winged fowl were allowed to multiply in the earth. This was the state of affairs prior to the fall of man, who was given dominion over all these creatures. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day (Genesis 1:23).


  The number five continues to be defined in Scripture when Joseph was reunited with all his brothers including Benjamin. When they sat down to eat, Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as any of theirs (Genesis 43:34b).


  It was on the fifth prophetic day21 that Jesus arrived on earth to save those who were lost in the sea of fallen humanity. He offered mankind the opportunity to receive the gospel and be saved by God’s mercy and grace.


  

    

      21 Jesus was born in Bethlehem at the beginning of the fifth millennium or “fifth prophetic day.” For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past (Psalm 90:4), and one day before the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years are as one day (2 Peter 3:8). See Appendix B.


    


  


  Psalm 5


  To the Overcomer upon Nehiloth,22 A Psalm of David.


  

    

      22 “Nehiloth” means “flutes.”


    


  


  1 Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my meditation.


  2 Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God, for unto thee will I pray.


  As we come to Psalm 5, note that throughout Scripture the number five is linked to mercy and grace.23


  

    

      23 The NT mentions five ministries that are instruments of God’s mercy and grace (Ephesians 4:11).


    


  


  Jesus said: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs24 is the kingdom of the heavens. In other words, the kingdom of the heavens belongs to those who have God as their only King. David’s words make it clear that he falls into this category.


  

    

      24 The Greek is exclusive – theirs and only theirs.


    


  


  The poor in spirit are the opposite of those who are proud and arrogant. We might assume that a king would be both arrogant and proud as a result of his position, but David is no ordinary king, and he expresses himself to God in humble terms.


  3 My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; early will I present myself unto thee and wait.


  Many wait until they are in trouble to cry out to God. David, a man after God’s heart, was in the habit of being in communion with God early, before he was in need. First thing in the morning, he would present himself before the Lord and wait upon him.


  4 For thou art not a God that loves wickedness; neither shall one who is evil dwell with thee.


  5 The foolish (those who are governed by carnal thoughts or desires) shall not stand in thy sight; thou dost hate all workers of iniquity.


  Workers of iniquity are those who hide their sin (their wrong goals, desires, and motives) and pretend to be doing good (Matthew 7:21–23).


  6 Thou shalt destroy those that speak lies: the LORD will abominate the bloody and deceitful man.


  Those who are governed by carnal thoughts or desires are linked to the sea of lost humanity. In this psalm, they are specifically associated with those that speak lies. Satan is the father of lies, and all his followers are liars. The bloody and deceitful man is a killer, just as Satan was a murderer from the beginning of his rebellion. After the final judgment, all liars will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 21:8). Those who are bloody and deceitful are an abomination to the Lord. They are totally incompatible with him and will not be allowed to dwell in his presence.


  7 But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear I will worship toward thy holy temple.


  If we are allowed into God’s house (or family) it is due to his abundant mercy because he has chosen to forgive us and not submit us to the punishment that we deserve. Therefore, our response should be a proper respect or “fear” of God in reverence and awe.


  8 Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face.


  The Lord orders the steps of a good man (Psalm 37:23). There is no way for us to be righteous unless we are led by the Lord, for only his way is straight.


  9 For there is no uprightness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.


  David’s enemies minister death. Their throat is an open grave, and they flatter with their tongue.


  10 Declare them guilty, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out for the multitude of their rebellions; for they have rebelled against thee.


  Those who rebel against God have joined the enemy.


  11 And all those that put their trust in thee shall rejoice: they shall ever be in jubilee, for thou shalt cover them; and all that love thy name shall be joyful in thee.


  12 For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield.


  Every fiftieth year was to be a year of jubilee (Leviticus 25:8–10). It was the year of liberty – the time when all slaves and captives were freed, all debts were forgiven, and all property was restored to its rightful owner. Although God will ultimately judge the wicked, all who put their trust in the Lord will rejoice and will live in continual jubilee. These righteous ones will be eternally blessed, and God’s favor (grace) will surround them like a shield. In the highest sense, Jesus Christ is the only one who is righteous, and when we are led according to his will and by the Holy Spirit, we will be clothed and protected in his righteousness.


  For if ye live according to the flesh, ye shall die; but if through the Spirit ye mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are the sons of God. (Romans 8:13–14)


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, may our prayer and meditation be considered before your throne. May your mercy and grace be multiplied upon us. Like David, we desire to seek you early. May we be delivered from the lies and deception and flattery of the enemy. May we be among those who will enter into eternal jubilee. May your grace and favor be a continual shield of protection around us. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




  


  Chapter 6


  Six is not a prime number and can be factored as two times three. As we have seen, the number two is linked to making choices, and three has to do with bearing fruit. Man, who was created on the sixth day, got into trouble when he disobeyed God and chose to eat of the fruit of The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Those who continue in the way of Adam will not bear good fruit. Fallen man must be redeemed and restored by God before he can bear fruit that is pleasing in God’s sight. One way or another, people will bear fruit that is either good or evil.


  Psalm 6 (dedicated to “the Overcomer”) sums up the situation of man, who in Scripture is aligned with the number six. This psalm is messianic: David was a forerunner and example of Jesus Christ, who is the real Overcomer. Because God became a man, the number six also relates to the humanity of Jesus Christ.25


  

    

      25 As we learn more about numbers in Scripture, we will find that their meaning is not always positive. The new man in Christ is very positive, for example, but the old man in Adam is definitely negative. This is similar to the way in which the Hebrew language operates in that the meaning of a given phrase or even a name can easily become inverted according to nuance and context. Therefore, it is not possible for any of us to derive spiritual meaning or value from the numbers, colors, or names mentioned in Scripture unless in each and every instance we are in tune with and led by the Spirit of God.


    


  


  Now let’s examine the sixth day of creation.


  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living soul after its nature, beasts and serpents and animals of the earth after its nature; and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after its kind and cattle after their kind and every thing that moves upon the earth after its kind; and God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:24–25)


  The beasts were all created on the sixth day. Remember that without the Spirit of God, man has no understanding; he is as a beast (Psalm 49:20, 73:22).


  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the air and over the beasts and over all the earth and over every serpent that moves upon the earth. (Genesis 1:26)


  From the beginning, God gave man dominion, which implies responsibility.


  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the air and over every beast that moves upon the earth. (Genesis 1:27–28)


  The authority and dominion and blessing given to man over the earth and over all of the creatures turned out to be vitally linked to a right relationship between man and God. This, in turn, created a vital link between man and the creatures that he was given dominion over.


  When Adam rebelled (Romans 5:14; 1 Timothy 2:14), Satan usurped the authority of Adam and Eve. The curse went into effect, leaving nothing in creation untouched.


  And God said, Behold, I have given you every grass bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every fowl of the air and to every thing that moves upon the earth, in which there is a living soul, I have given all green grass for food; and it was so. (Genesis 1:29–30)


  Note that in the beginning, it was only man who was given the fruit of a tree yielding seed as his lawful food. This privilege was not extended to the beasts of the earth or the fowl of the air. In Genesis 2:16–17 it would be only man who was ordered by God to not eat the fruit from The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, even though he was authorized to eat the fruit of all of the other trees in the garden.


  And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31)


  By the end of the sixth day, God declared that everything he had made was very good, a phrase that is used only six times in Scripture.26 The key for everything to remain very good27 was for Adam and Eve to remain in right fellowship and communion with God. But as we know, they soon failed to do so.


  

    

      26 Genesis 1:31; Judges 18:9; 1 Samuel 19:4, 25:15; Jeremiah 24:2–3 (two of these references are to David and his men).


    


    

      

        27 There are two references in Scripture to very good fruit and two references to its opposite, which is very evil fruit (Jeremiah 24:2–3).


      


    


  


  Psalm 6


  To the Overcomer in Neginoth upon Sheminith,28 A Psalm of David.29


  

    

      28 “Neginot” means “upon a stringed instrument” and “sheminit” means “an octave” (or it may possibly refer to an instrument with eight strings).


    


    

      

        29 This is the fourth psalm that is labeled “of David,” out of a total of seventy-two.


      


    


  


  1 O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure.


  2 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are troubled.


  Bones in this case refers to our basic foundation and structure, the only part of our body that will endure in the grave. Remember that man was originally created in the image and likeness of God. However, in our current fallen state our bones are troubled, and we are all in desperate need of healing from the Lord.


  3 My soul is also greatly troubled; but thou, O LORD, how long?


  Not only are David’s bones troubled, but his soul is also greatly troubled (today this might be diagnosed as an anxiety attack).


  4 Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies’ sake.


  David is absolutely convinced that he needs deliverance and salvation. He links this with a desire for the Lord to “return.”


  5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in Sheol30 who shall give thee thanks?


  

    

      30 This is the first of fifteen references to Sheol in the Psalms.


    


  


  6 I am weary with my groaning; all the night I flood my bed; I water my couch with my tears.


  7 Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxes old because of all mine enemies.


  It appears that David may have been an avid student of the book of Job, which also refers frequently to Sheol and the grave. Like Job, David realized in the midst of persecution and tribulation that there are important things that must be resolved this side of the grave in order for any of us to rest in peace.


  8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity,31 for the LORD has heard the voice of my weeping.


  

    

      31 This phrase occurs twenty-three times in Scripture (seventeen times in the Psalms) and is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 7:23 and Luke 13:27.


    


  


  David refused to associate himself with those who work iniquity (those who not only commit sin but hide their wrong motives and carnal desires under a veneer of self-righteousness). As soon as David knew that God had heard him, his immediate reaction was to command all workers of iniquity to depart from his presence.


  9 The LORD has heard my supplication; the LORD has received my prayer.


  David prayed and sought God until he was able to say with absolute assurance that the LORD has received my prayer.


  10 All my enemies shall be ashamed; they shall be sorely troubled: they shall turn back and be ashamed suddenly.


  All of us who are made of flesh and blood and live upon the earth have enemies, starting with the carnal desires of our flesh, which are displeasing to God. Those who choose to follow God will also become increasingly aware of Satan and of the principalities and powers of wickedness that are aligned with him to control and manipulate those who belong to the kingdoms of this world.


  Once David knew that God had received his prayer and would take action to deliver him and save his soul, he also knew by revelation that all his enemies would soon be ashamed and defeated and that this would happen suddenly.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, we, like David, fervently desire to remain in a right relationship with you. May you intervene in our lives as necessary so that our hearts may remain clean and pure and so that the fruit we produce will always be very good. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.




  


  Chapter 7


  Seven is a very significant prime number (and numbers that are multiples of seven also tend to have great importance). Ever since God finished his creation on the seventh day and rested, seven has been linked to rest, completion, perfection, and peace. Here in Psalm 7 David goes from being falsely accused and unjustly persecuted to being justified, saved, and avenged by God.


  Psalm 7 reflects the historical situation that David was going through. It is also a messianic psalm and is prophetic of what God will do in the seventh prophetic day (the seventh millennium) as he finishes his work on the new creation. God is using the old creation as a seedbed to bring forth those who will reign and rule with Christ in the new creation. Jesus Christ is the first of the firstfruits of the new creation, and we, like David, have the opportunity to be included in the body of Christ.


  Let’s look at the account of what happened on the seventh day of the first creation (which was frustrated due to sin and rebellion):


  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had made, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it because in it he had rested from all his work which God created in perfection. (Genesis 2:1–3)


  The seventh day is linked to the completion and perfection of God’s work and also to rest and blessing. This is the context in which the number seven is introduced in Scripture.


  Psalm 7


  Shiggaion32 of David, which he sang unto the LORD, concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite.33


  

    

      32 “Shiggaion” means “irregular,” possibly referring to the beat or to a minor key.


    


    

      

        33 This appears to be the only reference in Scripture to Cush the Benjamite (an enemy of David who falsely accused him).


      


    


  


  1 O LORD my God, in thee I have put my trust: save me from all those that persecute me, and deliver me


  2 Lest they take my soul, as a lion dismembers his prey when there is none to deliver.


  3 O LORD my God, if I have done this: if there is iniquity in my hands,


  4 if I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me, then let my persecutor escape without retribution.


  5 Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; let him tread down my life upon the earth and lay my honour in the dust. Selah.


  Let’s meditate on these five verses.


  David wants to be exonerated because of his complete innocence. He is not asking God to pretend that he is upright if this is not really the case. David is willing to submit to the judgment and examination of God here in the present so that he will have no fear at the future final judgment.


  6 Arise, O LORD, in thine anger; lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake the judgment in my favour that thou hast commanded.34


  

    

      34 And as it is appointed unto men to die once, and after this the judgment; so also the Christ is offered once to take away the sins of many; and unto those that wait for him without sin he shall appear the second time unto saving health (Hebrews 9:27–28).


    


  


  7 So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about, for their sakes therefore return thou on high.


  This psalm is clearly messianic, for it is the Lord Jesus who would return on high and be granted all power and authority to effect judgment.


  8 The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness and according to the integrity that is in me.


  9 Let wickedness consume the wicked; but establish the just: for the righteous God is he who tries the hearts and kidneys.


  Our heart pumps lifeblood through our body, and our kidneys remove waste and impurities from the blood. In a spiritual sense, God allows us to pass through trials and even persecution, in order to test our “hearts” and our “kidneys.”35


  

    

      35 I believe that what are referred to here as our “hearts” and “kidneys” signify deep aspects of our souls having to do with our will, desires, goals, and conscience. Even in David’s day they knew enough about the biology of the heart and kidneys to be able to understand that the
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