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			Introduction – Guided by the Spirit, Step by Step

			Have you ever stepped into a new year, into a new season, without knowing what it would hold? Abraham once heard a call that asked him to leave the familiar and step into the unknown. The Scriptures say he obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. Faith began for him not with clarity, but with trust. His steps were not guided by certainty, but by the unseen hand of God. That same hand now rests upon your life and mine, leading us into days we have not yet lived, into choices we cannot yet see, into a future we can only embrace by faith.

			Each year of life can be imagined as a great house with many floors. We begin at the bottom, and day by day, step by step, we climb upward. There is no elevator to take us quickly to the top. There is no shortcut, no way to avoid the slow and steady ascent. God, who knows the content of every floor and every room, waits for us at the top. But more than that, He walks with us at every stair, shaping us, testing us, and teaching us to trust Him in the climb.

			This journey is not about speed or ease. It is about surrender. To walk with God is to yield control, to trust that the Spirit already knows what tomorrow will bring. The failures, the victories, the moments of silence and the moments of song—they are all written in His book before a single one comes to pass. The Spirit knows the hidden story of each day, and He calls us to entrust our lives into His hands.

			

			The Cross stands at the center of this invitation. It is not merely a memory of suffering long past. It is a principle of life, a way in which God gains His rightful place in us. To carry the Cross is to yield every decision, every ambition, every hidden desire to Christ. It is to let Him live His life in us. Tozer once wrote, “The reason why many are still troubled, still seeking, still making little forward progress is because they haven’t yet come to the end of themselves. We’re still trying to give orders, and interfering with God’s work within us.” The Cross ends that interference. It silences our striving so that the Spirit may lead unhindered.

			Integrity is the soil in which faith grows. God told Abraham, “Walk before Me and be blameless.” Integrity means to be whole, undivided, transparent before God, without calculation or hidden agendas. It is the posture of a heart that says yes to God’s leading even when the path is dimly lit. When the Spirit prompts, integrity obeys. When the Cross calls, integrity surrenders. Without integrity, faith is fragmented. With it, faith shines with quiet strength.

			As we set out into the unknown days that lie ahead, it is tempting to ask for explanations. Why this trial? Why this delay? Why this silence? Yet God rarely explains in advance. Instead, He gives Himself. He gives His Spirit to walk with us, to whisper in our hearts, to guide our steps even when we do not understand. Explanation comes slowly, over time, like dawn breaking through the shadows. What is required of us is not comprehension, but trust.

			

			This trust is not a vague optimism. It is rooted in the very character of God. What He has spoken, He will surely accomplish. What He has promised, He will fulfill. Andrew Murray wrote, “God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly yielded to Him.” To believe this is to live with a quiet boldness. It is to face tomorrow not with fear, but with confidence that our lives are held in hands stronger than ours.

			Yet the Spirit will never force us. The choice is ours. God respects the dignity of our will. We may cling to the old life, to the natural ways of thinking and acting, or we may embrace the Cross and let Christ be formed within us. Our destiny is shaped not by fate, but by the daily choices of surrender. To choose Christ is to choose life, even when it feels like loss. To choose the Spirit is to choose freedom, even when it feels like death to self.

			In this way, every day becomes holy ground. Each morning is a fresh opportunity to surrender, each evening a chance to rest in God’s faithfulness. The Spirit does not only guide the great decisions of life but also the small, hidden ones. What words to speak, what silence to keep, what kindness to extend—these are also guided by His hand. Nothing is outside His reach. Nothing is too small for His care.

			So let this introduction serve not as information but as invitation. An invitation to walk as Abraham walked, to trust as Paul trusted, to yield as Christ yielded in Gethsemane. The Spirit is already within you, ready to guide, ready to comfort, ready to lead you into all truth. Will you trust Him with the days ahead? Will you let the Cross shape your every step?

			Let us begin this journey together, not in our own strength but in His. For He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. May this book be a companion on your climb, a gentle reminder that you are not alone, and a call to rest more deeply in the Spirit who guides you from day to day, until you reach the fullness of God’s promise.

			Amen.

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

	
		

		
			Abraham: Walking Without Knowing

			Abraham’s story begins with a call that defies human reason. He was asked to leave behind all that was familiar, to step away from the land of his ancestors, the security of his father’s house, and the landmarks of his culture. God spoke, and he obeyed, though he did not know where the path would lead. Faith was born not in the certainty of a detailed map, but in the presence of a trustworthy Guide. It is here that we begin our own reflection, for the life of every believer is marked by the same invitation: to walk with God into what is unseen.

			The Scriptures remind us, “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8). This verse does not only recount a moment in history, it opens a window into the essence of faith itself. Faith is not the possession of full knowledge, but the confidence that God Himself knows. Faith is not certainty about circumstances, but certainty about the One who governs them. Faith begins when we surrender the demand to understand and choose instead to trust.

			This trust cannot be reduced to a human optimism or vague hope. It is rooted in the character of God, in His unchanging nature, in His promises that cannot fail. Abraham had no GPS, no compass, no visible guarantees. What he had was the word of the living God, and that was enough. It is still enough. Our age may overflow with information, predictions, and plans, but none of these provide true security. Only the voice of God, only the leading of His Spirit, can guide us into the inheritance that He has prepared.

			To walk without knowing requires letting go of control. This is never easy. We want clarity before obedience, reassurance before surrender, certainty before risk. Yet God calls us to reverse this order. He asks us to obey first, to surrender first, to risk first. Only then does understanding begin to unfold. Abraham’s journey illustrates this divine rhythm: obedience opens the door to revelation. Each step taken in faith revealed a little more of God’s purpose, a little more of His plan. The path did not become clear all at once. It unfolded gradually, step by step, day by day, like a staircase climbed without seeing the top.

			Have you ever been in such a place? Perhaps you are there now. You face a decision, a change, a transition. The details are hidden, the outcome uncertain, and your heart longs for guarantees. The Spirit whispers the same words spoken to Abraham: trust Me. The Cross reminds us that surrender precedes life, that death to self opens the way to resurrection. When we yield our unknowns to God, we discover that He has already gone before us. He knows the terrain, He knows the dangers, and He knows the blessings waiting beyond the horizon.

			The testimony of Abraham challenges the notion that faith is a comfortable path. Faith is not the avoidance of uncertainty but the embrace of it with God as our companion. Abraham faced famines, conflicts, delays, and tests that pressed him beyond human endurance. Yet each trial deepened his dependence on the One who had called him. The true inheritance was not merely land, but a transformed heart, a deeper knowledge of God’s faithfulness. In the same way, our trials are not obstacles to faith but invitations into greater intimacy with Christ. They strip away our reliance on ourselves and anchor us more firmly in Him.

			In this surrender, integrity is essential. God told Abraham, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me and be blameless” (Genesis 17:1). Integrity does not mean perfection without flaw, but wholeness of heart before God, without division or duplicity. To walk without knowing requires such integrity. It means we do not obey halfway, keeping one foot in safety and one foot in trust. We obey fully, trusting God with all that we are. This undivided obedience becomes the soil in which God plants His promises and brings forth His purposes.

			Watchman Nee once observed, “Faith looks not at what happens to him but at Him whom he believes.” This perspective transforms uncertainty. Instead of staring at what we cannot see, we fix our gaze on the God who sees all. Abraham’s example is not meant to be distant inspiration but present reality. Each of us is called to walk in the same way, trusting not in explanations but in the Presence that goes before us.

			Walking without knowing is not walking without direction. It is walking with a different kind of compass. The Spirit within us is that compass. He whispers, convicts, comforts, and corrects. He does not always show us the whole map, but He gives us enough light for the next step. And that is all we need. One step of obedience opens the way for the next. Slowly, steadily, we discover that God has been leading us into His perfect will all along.

			This way of living requires humility. It humbles our pride, our desire to be in control, our demand to see before we trust. It teaches us that life is not about mastering our future but about being mastered by God’s Spirit. It shifts our posture from demanding to receiving, from striving to resting, from planning to surrendering. Such humility is not weakness, but strength. For when we are weak, then we are strong, because His power is made perfect in us.

			Perhaps the greatest assurance in Abraham’s journey is that God remained faithful even when Abraham faltered. There were moments when Abraham struggled, when he tried to secure God’s promise by his own means, when his choices led to pain. Yet God did not abandon him. He patiently guided, corrected, and restored him. This is good news for us, because our walk of faith will not be flawless. We too will falter, we too will stumble. But the God who called us is patient. He knows our frailty, and He is faithful to complete what He has begun.

			So let Abraham’s story be an invitation. Do not wait to understand before you obey. Do not demand to see before you step. Trust the God who knows the path, even when you do not. Yield your unknowns, your fears, your tomorrows into His hands. Let the Cross silence your striving and the Spirit direct your steps. In doing so, you will discover that faith is not about knowing the destination, but about walking with the One who is Himself the Way.

			As you read these words, perhaps you sense the Spirit whispering to your heart. Perhaps you know there are decisions before you that require surrender, steps that require trust, unknowns that call for faith. The invitation is simple, though never easy. Will you walk without knowing, trusting that God already knows? Will you step forward into His promise, even when the path ahead is hidden?

			Let this chapter close not with answers but with a prayer: Lord, give me the faith of Abraham. Teach me to trust You when I cannot see, to obey You when I do not understand, to walk with You into the unknown, confident that You are already there. Amen.

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

	
		

		
			The God Who Holds Our Days

			Each morning awakens with a mystery. We rise without knowing what the hours ahead will bring. Joys may come unannounced, trials may enter uninvited, and the rhythm of life unfolds with surprises we cannot predict. Yet for the child of God, there is a quiet assurance that frames each day: our times are in His hands. The One who created us has already written the story of our days. Nothing that comes to us arrives without passing first through His sovereign care.

			The psalmist prayed, “My times are in your hands” (Psalm 31:15). These words are not a vague confession but a declaration of trust. They remind us that the hours and seasons of life are not random, nor are they governed by chance or fate. They are held in the firm and gentle hands of a Father who knows us better than we know ourselves. Every sunrise is a gift from Him, every evening a reminder of His faithfulness. To live with this awareness is to walk in peace even when circumstances seem uncertain.

			Abraham learned this truth step by step. He did not know where he was going, yet God knew every detail of the path. When famine struck, when enemies rose against him, when promises seemed delayed beyond human possibility, God remained in control. Abraham’s days were not wasted, nor were they out of God’s reach. Each challenge became an instrument in the hands of the Lord to shape his
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