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      GLOBAL RENOWN

    

  


  
    
      “Most people see shoes as an accessory to walk in, however some shoes are made for running … and some shoes are made for sex.”


      Christian Louboutin, designmuseum.org

    

  


  
    
      Christian Louboutin is a Paris-based luxury footwear designer known for the edgy design, distinctive materials, delicate embellishments and perilously high heels of his shoes. His work is inspired by his eclectic and nomadic lifestyle, drawing creative ideas while on travels between his homes in Portugal, Egypt and France. Lifelong passions for horticulture, punk rock and architecture also inspire his work, in which he uses colour and texture – with an intriguing mixture of discretion and enthusiasm – to create well-crafted, original 

    

  


  
    
      oPPOSITE Christian Louboutin does his greatest creative work in the mornings, drawing hundreds of design sketches for each season as the first step in his creative process, before selecting his best designs to put together into themed collections for Spring/Summer or Autumn/Winter.
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      shoes. A shy renaissance man, Louboutin is an accomplished tap dancer and trapeze artist in addition to being one of the world’s premier designers of luxury footwear.


      Louboutin’s global reputation for exquisite design and quality means he needs little introduction, even to those with scant fashion knowledge. He is one of the few designers who maintains creative control and ownership of his business: since 1991, he has been the creative visionary behind the Louboutin footwear empire. The resulting liberty this gives him to respond to, and direct, the fashion landscape around him is critical. “The most important thing is freedom. So why would you give away something so important if you don’t need to?” he said to the Belfast Telegraph.


      Christian Louboutin’s footwear is favoured by the world’s most stylish women, and his creations have been worn by everyone from Princess Caroline of Monaco, Queen Máxima of the Netherlands and the Duchess of Cambridge to Rihanna, Madonna, Gwyneth Paltrow, Jennifer Lopez and Sarah Jessica Parker.


      Louboutin helped to fuel the noughties obsession with designer shoes and “It” bags with his trademark lipstick-red soles. This signature detail makes the brand instantly distinguishable; that the cult shoes are synonymous with luxury and celebrity doesn’t hurt either. Louboutin’s footwear places the focus firmly on the feet, elevating any outfit.


      Every pair of Louboutin shoes are made in a factory in Italy, which employs highly skilled artisans using traditional shoemaking techniques consisting of up to 30 manufacturing 

    

  


  
    
      ABOVE Louboutin’s shoes are constructed around “lasts”, made from wood or plastic, in the shape of a foot. Before the “upper” is formed around the last, an “insole” is attached to the bottom of the last. Stiff material at the heel and toe is placed inside the upper to help retain the shoe’s shape. Finally, a heel and sole are attached.
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      processes. They use the best leathers and precious fabrics, like cashmere and silk grosgrain, that are then cut into pattern pieces, sewn together and crafted to bring the designer’s dynamic drawings to life.


      Each year, Louboutin sketches an average of 600 designs and produces over 1,000,000 pairs of shoes in his factory. The top part of the shoe, or the “upper”, can be made of as many as 12 

    

  


  
    
      Below Once design drawings are finalized, each style is made into a pattern of individual pieces that are hand cut for every part of the shoe and ready to be stitched together.
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      different materials, so sewing it together requires every stitch, just a few millimetres apart, to be incredibly precise in order to do justice to the intricate designs. To create the permanent shape of the shoe, the upper is formed around a wooden “last” shape representing the shape of a foot. Louboutin’s father was a carpenter, which may account for his passion for the craft of shoemaking and expert knowledge of wooden last-making. Each last is individual to a specific design, and used to achieve a perfect fit. 


      “I’ve always loved the shape of lasts – the concave 


      and convex, the yin and the yang.” 


       Christian Louboutin, coolhunting.com.

    

  


  
    
      BELOW Every style and size of shoe needs to be made on a pair of lasts to produce a left and right shoe and have a distinctive toe shape. In Louboutin’s case, the shoes do not reflect the natural shape of a human foot, but add a touch of fashion through pointed, round or almond toe-shaped lasts.
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      RIGHT Even Louboutin’s lasts are red. Each pair has a set of unique characteristics that replicate a particular toe shape and fit to make the shoe comfortable to wear.
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      Heels are then added, along with the famous red sole, and each shoe is polished and inspected to make sure it will form a perfect pair of shoes that meet Louboutin’s exacting standards.


      The shoes sell in some of the most exclusive shops in the world and through the designer’s own branded stores in over 35 countries, and in cities including Paris, London, New York and Moscow. Louboutin has resisted lucrative offers to dilute his brand through high street collaborations. Of this decision, he told the Evening Standard, “You can do a low-budget line with a beautiful design. My problem is that I am really obsessed with quality.” While it’s true that the brand’s shoes are costly – some of the most expensive pairs 

    

  


  
    
      ABOVE Christian Louboutin has luxurious boutiques in over 35 countries worldwide that showcase his collections in boudoir-style intimate spaces, featuring bold details like his signature crimson carpets, pictured here in 2015 at his Greater Manchester store in the UK.
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      sell for £4,200 ($6,000) – but they are exquisitely made through a marriage of design and craftsmanship. Customers gain an entrée into the exclusive club of Louboutin with their purchase; demand for the shoes outstrips production, giving them a high resale value and consequently emphasizing the soundness of the investment. 


      In addition to the famous red soles, Louboutin shoes are also known for their impossibly high heels. The designer was quoted in The Sunday Times as saying, “One has to suffer to be beautiful.” This may be true of some of his dominatrix-inspired museum pieces, but as an intern working with showgirls at 

    

  


  
    
      Below Christian Louboutin at a reception in 2010 at The Corner boutique in Berlin. He is holding a transparent shoe decorated with strass crystals in front of an array of styles, including stiletto-heeled pumps, wedge heels, boots and ankle-strap shoes.
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      the Folies Bergère music hall, he was sent to buy meat to cushion the toes of the dancers’ shoes, so is well versed in ways to build comfort and wearability into his shoes. Louboutin manufactures his women’s shoes up to EU size 42 (UK size 9 and US size 12), because of the cross-gender demand for his heels, and produces his sneaker ranges in smaller sizes for the same reason, supporting the development of a new, more inclusive approach to gendered products. 


      Though less well known, men’s shoes, flat ballerina-style pumps and handbags are included in the product range. The brand has also embraced the athleisure trend, creating technical sneakers for the Spring/Summer 2019 season. Casual shoe ranges are already well established and include loafers and slipper styles, all with his unmistakable red sole.


      Louboutin is a craftsman, designer and pioneer with a strong desire to create objects of beauty, not merely add to a mountain of meaningless items. “I think that this is almost a duty; if you make a new object, it should be beautiful because 

    

  


  
    
      BELOW top The stitching of the top, or upper, of a shoe is a delicate process that requires accuracy to match pattern pieces together, forming an upper that fits exactly onto the last.

    

  


  
    
      LEFT Louboutin’s love of bold colour combinations and his eye for quality are reflected in his vibrant colour palettes and the fine-quality leather skins he selects to make his shoes.
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