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This book is
dedicated to Derrick Gordon who provided the inspiration for this
volume which includes his favourite instrumental of all time. All
will be revealed as you read on…

Also, once
again, with thanks to my wife Sue for her unstinting devotion in
the editing and publishing of these volumes.
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Introduction


It was at the
suggestion of my friend Derrick that this fourth volume of the
series came into being. He had been kind enough to purchase and
praise the first two volumes and felt that an edition featuring
instrumental of the Sixties would be a welcome addition

I had already
started on the third volume, “The ‘B’ Sides”, but assured Derrick
that I would look into the viability of the project. He even
suggested a track that could be included and it is with great
pleasure that I have been able to complete this work and include
his favourite instrumental of the Sixties. More of that later.

This volume is
a mixture of tracks which didn’t make the charts, minor hits which
I think should have reached a higher position and ‘B’ sides which,
in my opinion, would have been chart hits if released as ‘A’ sides.
Following the format of the three previous volumes, facts about the
tracks will be included along with personal experiences and
observations.

Hopefully you
will enjoy my selection and maybe even seek out some tracks you may
not have been familiar with.
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No 20

 Duane Eddy

Caravan

Known for his
twangy guitar-playing style, Duane Eddy had numerous chart hits on
both sides of the Atlantic. Although his main chart successes were
in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, he would be featured on a No 8
British chart hit by Art of Noise as late as 1986. However,
“Caravan” would be one of his lower chart entries.

A typical Duane
Eddy performance with an opening prominent drum beat, Caravan is a
much covered tune, co-composed by Juan Tizol and Duke Ellington and
first performed by Ellington in 1936. This version by Duane Eddy is
the only one to trouble the British charts. Johnny Mathis and the
Harry James Band are amongst other artists to record this tune
which has featured in two Woody Allen films: “Sweet and Lowdown”
and “Alice”.

I have, from an
early age, always wished that I could play the guitar. Although a
great lover of music, particularly 1960’s, I have no musical
ability whatsoever. As a 9-year-old in 1961, I even made my own
version of a guitar using a cereal box, string and part of a broom
handle. Needless to say, it was not successful!

A near
neighbour who was a couple of years older than me was presented
with a drum kit as a Christmas present. He would practice in his
dad’s garage at the bottom of the garden. The garages were in a
communal block so I would sit or stand in my back garden and hear
the not so tuneful thump, thump as he tried to master the
instrument. However, as time progressed, the sound became more
acceptable to the ear.

Eventually a
lad of the same age, I presume a school friend, who lived a few
streets away, joined him in his garage practice. He played the
guitar and even my untrained musical ears could tell that he had
talent. I asked them if I could sit in the garage to listen to them
but was given short shrift. I have a hazy memory of another lad
joining them as a vocalist. To say I was not impressed by his voice
is an understatement. ~Although I don’t have a great range in my
voice I was sure I could have made a better fist of it.

As teenagers,
my neighbour and I became friends and would travel to dance halls
together. By then the drum kit had been sold but he still had an
interest in music. We would exchange records we had bought and
thought the other might enjoy listening to. In fact I can remember
on one occasion swapping my Foundations records for his Lovin’
Spoonful collection. We both enjoyed the swapped records so much
that it was mutually agreed to keep them permanently.

“Caravan” was a
No 42 British chart hit entering the charts on 7 October 1961 for a
three week run. It did not trouble the Top 40 in America.

Composed by
Duke Ellington and Juan Tizol, it can be found on “Duane Eddy - 6
Classic Albums Plus”



No 19

 Russ Conway

Fings Ain’t
Wot They Used To Be

Between 1957
and 1963 Russ Conway graced the British charts twenty-two times
including two No 1 hits. This instrumental was the lowest numbered
chart entry of the lot. Taken from the score of the comedy musical
of the same name, this is given the typical Russ Conway piano
treatment. A rival version of the tune, this time with words, was
released at around the same time by Max Bygraves and reached No 5
in the charts. No doubt this would be one of the reasons for the
Russ Conway version not achieving a top 40 placing.

Talking of
things not being what they used to be, when this single was a chart
hit in 1960, I contracted yellow jaundice. The abiding memories I
have of this time, as an eight-year-old schoolboy, are threefold.
Firstly, I was quarantined, mostly in my bed, for six or seven
weeks. This meant no school, and I cannot remember ever receiving
any lessons or homework from school to keep me up to date with my
schoolmates’ progress.

Secondly,
although my parents were not particularly well off they arranged
for Rediffusion Rentals, from whom they rented the television set,
to install a receiver in my bedroom so that I could listen to radio
programmes. The dial mounted on my window sill could provide me
with a choice of about ten stations if I remember correctly.

My third memory
is of my doctor, a former army doctor who had a no-nonsense
attitude towards his patients. He had recommended glucose and
energy drinks for me as part of my recovery process. This sounded
good to me as I thought I would be drinking Lucozade for the next
few weeks. However, the doctor knew of my parents’ circumstances
and gave my mother a recipe for a cheap version of the drink which
he said was just as good for me. Well, it tasted nothing like
Lucozade and as much as I protested, that was the drink I would
have as my mother had made a gallon of the mixture!

I can’t think
that any of these occurrences would happen in today’s world.

Russ Conway’s
version of “Fings Ain’t Wot They Used To Be” entered the chart of
23 April 1960, but stayed for just one week at No 47.

Written by
Lionel Bart, it can be found on “Russ Conway - The Very Best
Of”
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 Bert Weedon

Mr Guitar

Considering
that he was a guitar legend, it is surprising that Bert Weedon only
ever had one Top Ten hit: “Guitar Boogie Shuffle” in 1959. This was
the first ever British chart hit achieved by a British guitarist
and he was also well known for his guitar tutorial playing guide
published in 1957. Many later guitarists including Eric Clapton,
Hank Marvin, George Harrison and Brian May have acknowledged his
influence in their playing. “Mr Guitar” was Bert’s last chart
appearance, one of two minor hits in 1961.

Another early
influence on my musical taste was my cousin who is six years
older than me and would play me her newly acquired records when I
visited her. One memorable record was “Poetry In Motion” by Johnny
Tillotson. It had been released in late 1960 and became a British
No 1. On a visit to my cousin in early 1961, she played the record
to me but at 33 rpm instead of the correct speed of 45 rpm. She had
found it hilarious that at the lower speed part way through it
sounded like a gunshot followed by a scream.

My cousin and I
have always been close, even to this day. When my parents were
first married they lived with my aunt, uncle and cousin. I was born
10 months later and spent the first two years of my life there.
Even after we left, because my mother worked part time to make ends
meet, my aunt and cousin would look after me for part of the
day.

On one occasion
my cousin persuaded me to climb up onto the roof of their garden
shed, with her help. Bearing in mind I was probably only about four
years old at the time, it was no mean feat. When it came to the
time to get down from the roof, it was no problem for my cousin,
but there was no way I could follow. Shouting to call the fire
brigade, my cousin ran into the house. Fortunately one of the
neighbours was able to lift me down. I don’t bear any grudges, but
I do still remind her about the incident every now and then.

“Mr Guitar” is
a typical early sixties guitar instrumental. I would imagine that
if it had been released by The Shadows at that time, then a higher
chart position would have been pretty much guaranteed. The melody
is catchy, with a drumming pattern not unlike The Shadows’ sound,
which is not surprising given the composers of the tune.

First entering
the chart on 6 May 1961, it reached No 47 in its only week there.
Bert Weedon had no success in the American Top 40.

Composers: Hank
Marvin and Bruce Welch.

Find it on
“Bert’s Boogie” by Bert Weedon



No 17

 The Ventures

Lullaby Of The
Leaves

This was the
last of four singles that made the charts between 1960 and 1961.
Their first two singles, “Walk Don’t Run” and “Perfidia”, were both
Top Ten hits but then “Ram-Bunk-Shush” and this track couldn’t
break into the Top 40.

The Ventures
were an American instrumental group who graced the American Top 40
six times in the Sixties including a No 4 hit in 1969 with the
theme from Hawaii Five-0.

I was nine in
1961, and in those days my parents, and my mother in particular,
would listen to the BBC, either the Home Service or the Light
Programme during the day. More than likely I would have heard this
tune on one of these radio stations. This up-tempo number obviously
must have appealed to me at the time because I still occasionally
like to listen to the track. For some reason I prefer it to the
majority of the Shadows output, which it puts me in mind of.

1961 was the
year that Yuri Gagarin became the first man in space. In April of
that year he completed an orbit of the Earth in his Vostok
spacecraft. He was a Russian fighter pilot before
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