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				﻿A world of trees

			

		

		
			
				Trees are a vital part of life on Earth. They have been on our planet for over 380 million years — dinosaurs would have chewed leaves from their branches! Today they still grow almost everywhere, from chattering rainforests and icy woodlands to tropical islands. 

			

		

		
			
				Trees are wonders of nature: they stretch their branches high into the sky and their roots deep into the soil. They come in every shape and size, but they all have roots, a trunk and leaves, and need light, water and a gas called carbon dioxide to survive. They make their own food – a sugary goo called sap. And they release oxygen, which all humans and animals need to breathe. 

			

		

		
			
				Trees have been prized by humans since the Stone Age and are still important in cultures across the world. They give us food, materials, shelter and medicine. They stand proud in our towns, cities, villages and gardens. In some cultures, they’re even seen as holy.  
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				Trees help to keep our air cool and moist, and they make our world a better, cleaner place to live in. It’s very important that we look after our trees and forests – for our wildlife, for the environment, and for ourselves. They need our care. 

			

		

		
			
				Trees are the oldest living things in the world. Some trees alive today are thousands of years old, which means they’ve been standing in exactly the same spot since the days of the Roman Empire!    
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				﻿Types of trees

			

		

		
			
				Trees grow all around the world, ranging in size from miniature willows to mighty redwoods. In total, our planet has more than 60,000 different tree species, and experts think there are more than THREE TRILLION individual trees growing right now.

			

		

		
			
				Parts of a tree

			

		

		
			
				Canopy

			

		

		
			
				Leaves

			

		

		
			
				Twigs

			

		

		
			
				branches

			

		

		
			
				trunk

			

		

		
			
				roots

			

		

		
			
				bark
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				Of the huge numbers of trees around the world, most belong to two types of tree: coniferous or broadleaf.

			

		

		
			
				Coniferous trees often have leaves that are thin, spiky needles. They grow in large numbers in colder regions, but we can also find them in warm places too. Most coniferous trees are evergreen, which means they keep their needles on their branches all year round. These trees produce their seeds inside cones.    

			

		

		
			
				Many broadleaf trees in colder parts of the world are deciduous, which means they drop their leavesevery year and grow new ones again the following spring. As their name suggests, they have leaves that are often wider and flatter than needles – sometimes much wider. These trees usually produce fruits, including nuts, which have seeds inside.

			

		

		
			
				Coniferous or broadleaf?

			

		

		
			
				Spring

				Summer

				Autumn

				Winter

			

		

		
			
				Spring

				Summer

				Autumn

				Winter
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				﻿North and South America are home to some of the most dramatic sights on the planet. The wolf-prowled wilderness of the frozen north and the sweltering green of the Amazon rainforest; the bright lights of New York City and the sandy beaches of Rio de Janeiro; the towering cliffs of the Grand Canyon and the remote hills of Patagonia. These two continents pack in spectacular landscapes, modern cities – and a colossal number of trees.  You’ll find the world’s oldest, widest and tallest trees here, as well as jumbo conifers, mountain hardwoods and tropical trees.

			

		

		
			
				Sugar maple

			

		

		
			
				hangman’s Elm

			

		

		
			
				Coastredwood

			

		

		
			
				bristlecone pine

			

		

		
			
				southern Magnolia

			

		

		
			
				Black spruce

			

		

		
			
				Rocky mountains

			

		

		
			
				boreal forest

			

		

		
			
				Great Lakes
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