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Disclaimer: This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is purely coincidental.
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ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE MISSION EYES BENEATH THE VATICAN: 

The Curia had declared the site forbidden. Yet Cardinal Ettore Davini had already moved to reassert control. His renewed request to All Seeing Eyes brought a replacement operative, credentials stamped and unquestioned. To Davini, the man was a technician summoned to continue the survey. In truth, he was Alpha 7’s agent, placed with precision, carrying instructions not to reveal what would be found. The Vatican believed it had regained control; Alpha 7 knew otherwise.

Alpha 7 Headquarters – CET 12:00 Compiled by Eleanor Blake, Intelligence Division. Notice in red, handwritten across the cover: NEXT ALPHA 7 MISSION!!

The Vatican does not pursue discovery for its own sake. Its primary concern is the preservation of influence and the defence of doctrinal authority. Any revelation that threatens centuries of religious monopoly is treated as a danger to be contained. Their energies are spent not on expansion but on safeguarding what they already possess. Surveillance is constant, containment immediate, and political leverage deployed whenever rivals approach too close.

Yet the latest SAR-survey beneath the Vatican had yielded only blurred images, distorted by interference. Analysts suspected a hidden energy source, radiating from deep below, disrupting conventional scans. 

The anomaly was unexplained, but its presence undeniable. For Davini, this was proof of something extraordinary. For Alpha 7, it was a warning.

To strengthen the operation, All Seeing Eyes had engaged Barbara Leone of the University of Pisa, once the fiancée of Dr. Alexander Lombardo. Her expertise in Phoenician temples and ancient inscriptions made her indispensable. Unknown to Davini, Barbara had already aided Alpha 7 in Egypt, passing Lombardo’s SAR-notes that allowed the descent into the Anunnaki shaft. Her loyalty was not to the Vatican, but to Alpha 7.

Meanwhile, in Helsinki, Damian — Alpha 7’s infiltrant within All Seeing Eyes — monitored the firm’s delicate contracts with governments and organizations. The company operates state-of-the-art Synthetic Aperture Radar satellites, instruments designed to penetrate beyond the visible. These systems are capable of revealing what lies concealed beneath any terrain — structures hidden under desert sands, chambers buried beneath ancient temples, or anomalies masked by centuries of stone and secrecy. Where conventional imaging falters, their satellites uncover the unseen, turning shadows into maps and speculation into evidence.

His orders were clear: track every transmission, intercept anomalies, and ensure Alpha 7 remained one step ahead of Eclipse. Damian’s reports hinted at growing interest from rival factions. Eclipse had not forgotten Lombardo, nor the secrets buried beneath Rome.

The Vatican believed it was in control. Davini believed he was closer than ever to revelation. Alpha 7 knew the truth: the mission had only just begun. 
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CHAPTER 1 
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Rome, Apostolic Palace – 00:15 CET.

The chamber was heavy with silence, broken only by the measured ticking of an antique clock. Cardinal Ettore Davini stood rigidly by the tall window, his figure etched against the faint glow of the city. He turned sharply, his voice rising with frustration.

“How do you mean? All SAR images appear to be disrupted by an electromagnetic energy source?” he thundered at Barbara Leone.

Barbara did not flinch. Her notes lay neatly before her, Phoenician symbols copied with precision from Lombardo’s archive. She met his gaze with calm authority. “Eminence,” she replied evenly, “the interference is consistent. This is not a technical fault. Something beneath the Vatican is radiating energy that distorts conventional scans. It is no ordinary anomaly. It is deliberate, perhaps ancient, perhaps engineered.”

Davini’s hand struck the table, the sound echoing through the chamber. His anger was tempered by a flicker of fascination. “This is intolerable. The Curia demands clarity, not shadows.” Damian Carter shifted slightly in his chair, his presence until now unnoticed. He had been listening intently, weighing every word. His training told him to remain detached, but his eyes betrayed a different truth. Barbara’s composure, her brilliance, the quiet strength in her voice unsettled him. He masked the thought behind a neutral expression, yet Alpha 7’s agent was not immune to her presence.

Barbara leaned forward, her voice lower, more insistent. “The SAR images are only the surface. If you wish to know what lies beneath Rome, you must accept that this is no ordinary survey. It is a threshold. And thresholds conceal themselves for a reason.” Davini fell silent. The pause was heavier than his fury. Damian noted the shift, recognising that the mission had crossed its first boundary. The Vatican believed it sought answers. Alpha 7 knew it had stepped into a labyrinth of power and secrecy. Barbara opened the heavy folder and set her laptop upon the polished oak table. The screen flickered with the distorted SAR images, lines and shadows bending in ways no technician could explain. She turned the pages of her notes with deliberate care, her voice steady as she addressed the room. “These recordings have been manipulated by forces we cannot yet define,” she said. “But even through the interference, certain truths remain. There are chambers beneath the temple, and the surface below is far larger than it first appeared.” Cardinal Davini leaned forward, his expression caught between anger and awe. Damian Carter watched from the side, his eyes fixed on the shifting images. He recognised the precision in Barbara’s analysis, the calm authority with which she spoke. Yet beneath his professional mask he felt the pull of her presence, the brilliance of her mind and the quiet strength that unsettled him.

The silence in the chamber grew heavier. The Vatican had demanded clarity, but what Barbara revealed was something far more dangerous: evidence of hidden structures, concealed beneath centuries of secrecy, distorted by an energy source that defied explanation. Alpha 7 knew this was no ordinary discovery. It was the threshold to something vast, something forbidden. Barbara straightened her notes and spoke with measured clarity, her tone calm but unyielding.

“Eminence, the readings suggest that what lies beneath the temple complex is far older than the Phoenician period. The anomalies point to structures that predate the inscriptions we have studied. To confirm this, however, we will require a broader and more extensive investigation. Fieldwork on site will be essential, and for that we must be properly equipped. Anti-radiation suits will be necessary, as well as instruments capable of measuring the energy field directly.” Davini’s brow furrowed, his fingers tightening on the edge of the table. The prospect of something older than Phoenician civilisation unsettled him, yet the authority in Barbara’s voice left little room for doubt.

Damian observed from his seat, noting the shift in the cardinal’s expression. He recognised the significance of Barbara’s words, the way she balanced scientific precision with quiet conviction. His training told him to remain detached, but he could not ignore the gravity of her presence.

The chamber fell into silence once more. The Vatican had sought answers, but Barbara’s conclusion opened a door to something far greater, something hidden beneath centuries of faith and secrecy. Alpha 7 knew the mission was no longer about blurred images. It was about confronting a power that had endured far beyond recorded history. Damian watched the cardinal closely. Davini’s reaction was immediate, his
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