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Perhaps the first word we think of when we hear the word Rose is the word Love. Roses are considered to be an intimate gift by some.

Most of us are familiar with Roses. Most have seen a Rose, held it, and deeply inhaled its fragrance – though the fragrance causes headaches for some.

But just how familiar are we with the Rose? How intimate are we with it?

In this book, I’ll explore the various parts of the Rose in more detail without getting technical.

Many things in this book you’ll already be familiar with. I hope you enjoy the memories.

If you’re looking to give an intimate gift like a Rose, perhaps it will make it a more special gift if you’re more intimate with it.

Every species has their own language. This is the Word of the Rose. I hope you read it with a Rosy disposition.
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A Rose by any other name, is still the cutest flower in the whole petunia patch!

Rose brings to mind the flower, we often forget the Thorns. 

Rose is also a Color – a dark pink to moderate red. 

Rose is also a perforated nozzle for spraying or sprinkling water, used for watering, among other things – Roses.

A Rose is a gem cut, a Rose window, and a compass card. 

When something is Roses, or comes up Roses, it is marked by favor, success, or ease of execution. 

You’d almost think Rose was a suit of cards, like diamonds or hearts.

A Rosette is a decorative knot. And a very fancy knot was untied when the Rosetta stone was translated.

A ceiling Rose is a decorative base attached to the ceiling. Often this is the base of a light fixture.

Let us not forget the Tudor Rose or the Yellow Rose of Texas. 

And last, but not least, let us not forget the words of Roger Miller:

“England swings like pendulum do

Bobbies on bicycle, two-by-two

Westminster Abbey, the tower of Big Ben

The Rosey red cheeks of the little children”
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The Stem of the Rose has many Thorns, as anyone who’s picked one up knows only all too well.

A Thorn is also any Thorny plant, usually referred to as a brier or bramble.

Thorn is the runic letter þ which is pronounced th.

The Thorn is the symbol of suffering, most often expressed by the saying, “He’s a Thorn in my side”. I’m not sure why the Thorn’s in the side, I would have thought it would be a Thorn in my foot, or at least in my hand.

A Thorn is also called a prick, pricker, prickle, spinule, spine, sticker, and a barb.

When caught by a Thorn, it is then called a wait-a-minute.

Acantho- is the prefix for Thorn. Remember that next time you’re working a crossword puzzle.

Roses which have no Thorns are considered (biologically) unarmed. Roses, with or without Thorns, unarm us.

And as we leave the Thorn, remember the story of Androcles, who was spared by a lion in the arena, when the lion remembered that Androcles had once pulled a Thorn from the lion’s paw.

I’ll bet Androcles was trying very hard to jog that lion’s memory!
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The Stem holds the other parts of the Rose together. Similarly in linguistics, the Stem is the main part of the word, to which the other parts are added. Thus, the Stem is the main part of the Rose. And here we thought it was the Flower.

For larger plants, the Stem is the stalk, or the trunk. In humans, the Stem is the torso; some of which are Rosy.

Stem can also be a verb meaning arise, derive, emanate, flow, issue, originate, proceed, rise, or spring.

In direct opposition, Stem can also mean to stop. When we are flooded by opposition, we must place a Rose in the stream and Stem the tide.

The Stem is that part of the Rose which supports it and holds it upright. Without the Stem, the Rose would just sit on the ground. However, the Rose would still look good.

The Latin for Stem is caulis. Just in case you were curious.

From head to foot, is from Stem to stern; although I’ve never heard of the front of a ship being referred to as the Stem.

Without the Stem, there would be no such thing as a long-Stemmed Rose. At the same time, a Rose with the Stem removed is a Stemmed Rose, it just ain’t long!

A Rose without its Stem is still beautiful. Our brain without a Stem might be beautiful, but it might cause us a wee problem or two!
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The Leaves of the Rose use photosynthesis to create chlorophyll. They let the Rose breathe and feed it sugar.

The Leaves of this book are its pages. Leaf through it to let it breathe.

If I laminated the Leaves of this book with gold Leaf, the book would be worth more. It would also have a nice sheen.

A Leaf is sometimes called a frond, flag, blade, or foliole.

If there’s not room on your table for a Rose, just add a Leaf. If it’s a big Rose, add a frond.

Sometimes people say, “Leave me alone”, but then they’re sad if you make like a tree and Leave. And they’ll be disappointed in your Leave of absence. 

But if you’ve been with them in their rocky boat long enough, surely you deserve some shore Leave. After all, they said it was ok to Leave.

A Leaflet is a small handout, usually distributed by missionaries or politicians.

By your Leave

Don’t Leave me your riches

Don’t Leave me your fame

But Leave me your love

And always remember, Leif Ericson may have discovered America, but Native Americans were already there.
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Various Roses have various Scents. I think that all Roses are fragrant. But according to some, only a few of the more than 200 species of Rose have Scents.

The Damask Rose or the Rose of Castile, is usually sought out for Rose water, Rose oil, or Rose concrete – a waxy compound containing Rose Scent which is used in cosmetics.

The Gallic Rose, French Rose, or Rose of Provins species include the Apothecary Rose. The Scent of this Rose reminds us of being at the Pharmacist’s.

The Provence Rose, Cabbage Rose, or Rose de Mai species has a clear, sweet Scent with a touch of honey. The Latin name is Rosa centifolia, meaning hundred-leaved Rose. Pliny and Theophrastus both mention a hundred-leaved Rose, but Rosa centifolia is a hybrid developed by the Dutch much later in the 1500’s.

The Musk Rose is suspected to originally have come from the western Himalayas. 

Many believe the Bourbon Rose to have been developed by the French. It is hard to be sure, especially since Bourbon Rose oil comes from Bourbon Roses grown in India (and probably elsewhere). Bourbon Roses are said to smell like bourbon; or to have hints of raspberries and nectarines; or to have hints of incense, coffee, and balsam.

The China Rose species is native to China. The China Rose is said to contain a tea Scent.

The White Rose of York has a lighter more delicate floral aroma. The Scent of this Rose is usually referred to as Bulgarian White Rose.
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