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Preface

Ephesians
2:8-10 is one of the most familiar passages of the New Testament.
Certainly, there has been much written on these verses, and I do
not pretend to add anything new that has not been examined
elsewhere. Each writer, however, has their circle of
influence. It is my
purpose to share the truth of these important verses with that
circle.

In these verses, the apostle Paul speaks about
salvation, grace, faith, works, and being created in Christ Jesus.
All these terms and concepts can be confusing. My goal
is to bring greater clarity to
these notions and show how they apply to us today.

In essence, the apostle Paul tells us that the
salvation God offers is a free gift provided to all who place their
faith and confidence in what the Lord Jesus has done on
the cross. It is not
something we merit by our efforts or good works. It is from start
to finish the work of God through His Son Jesus Christ.

This concept has been a difficult one for many to
grasp. It is human to feel the need to merit or earn our
salvation by what we do
or how we live. The salvation Paul presents here, however, can
never be obtained by our religious activities. Sin has stained
every aspect of our lives. What we need is not more effort but
pardon. This is what Jesus came to offer. This forgiveness cost
Jesus His life but releases us from judgement and opens the door
for all who accept His work to become children of God.

I trust that Paul will speak again to each reader
through this short commentary. My prayer is that his teaching in
these few verses will
reveal to us the incredible grace of God in offering freely to us a
salvation we could never obtain by our efforts.






God bless,

F. Wayne Mac Leod




Chapter 1 - By Grace You Have Been Saved

In Ephesians 2,
the apostle Paul reminds the Ephesian believers of the kind of people they had been
before coming to the Lord Jesus and experiencing His
salvation:

(1) And you were dead in the trespasses and sins (2)
in which you once walked, following the course of this world,
following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience— (3) among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind. – Ephesians 2:1-3 ESV

Here in these verses, the apostle spoke about how
the Ephesians had been dead in their trespasses and sin (verse 1).
That is to say, they had no relationship with God and were
separated from Him. The Ephesians were devoted to their
worldly ways following Satan,
the “prince of the power of the air.” They lived according to their
passions and desires. Because they did not honour God in this
state, Paul described them as “children of wrath.” That is to say;
they were children destined for the wrathful judgement of
God.

Paul goes on in verses 4-6, however, to tell the
Ephesians what the heavenly Father did for them through the work of
His Son Jesus Christ:

(4) But God, being rich in mercy, because of the
great love with which he loved us, (5) even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you
have been saved— (6) and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Out of love for them, the Lord God saved
them from judgement and
made them alive in the Lord Jesus. He raised them up from their sin
and shame and sat them with Christ in heavenly places. Those who
were dead to all things spiritual were made alive and given a place
of honour in heaven. Now, as a result of this gracious work of the
Lord Jesus, the Ephesians would experience for all eternity the
“immeasurable riches of God’s grace and kindness:”

(7) so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. - Ephesians 2:1-7 ESV

The apostle Paul wanted the Ephesian believers
to understand the incredible grace of God that brought about this
salvation. He goes on, therefore, in Ephesians 2:8 to say:

For by grace you have been saved – Ephesians 2:8
ESV

The word “saved” speaks of being delivered or
rescued. We have already seen from Ephesians 2:1-6 what the apostle
had to say about this salvation. First, he reminded the Ephesians
that they had been “dead in their trespasses and sin.” In other
words, sin had stripped
them of all spiritual life and relationship with God. More than
that, however, it also placed them under His wrath and fearful
judgement.

The second point Paul made is found in verse 6.
Here he showed the Ephesians what took place through the
work of Jesus Christ—God raised
them and seated them in heavenly places. Instead of the fearful
judgement of God, they were given a place of honour. It was Jesus
who made this possible. The work of the Lord Jesus provided them
life and pardon. They were saved from the eternal judgement of God
and given hope of eternal life in the Father’s presence.

Why would Christ raise these sinful Ephesians from
death and give them life? Why would He give them an inheritance
with the Father for all eternity? The answer is found in Ephesians 2:4-5. God was rich
in mercy and love. It was because of His grace that the Ephesians
were saved (Ephesians 2:5, 8).

Grace is a free expression of mercy, compassion
and kindness. It is not owed to anyone. It is a reflection of the
goodwill of God toward
those to whom He has no obligation. In the case of the Ephesians,
it was compassion demonstrated toward those who had sinned against
God and rebelled against His authority.

Some believe that God owes them everything. They
become angry with Him
when they get sick or lose a loved one. They turn from Him when He
does not answer their prayers as they think He should. These people
demand that God serve them and minister to their every need. In
essence, God becomes their celestial servant.

The God
of the Bible is not our servant. He is our Lord and Master, and we
are His servants. He owes us nothing but gives generously out of
compassion and mercy. Everything we receive from Him is an act of
kindness and grace. He is under no obligation to care for us or
even notice us, but He does so out of love.

Because of God’s grace, we can be saved from the
death imposed on us by sin. God does not owe me forgiveness or a
place in heaven. He offers this, however, out of the generosity of
His heart. He extends
His hand to you today and says – “Come to me, all who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28
ESV).

This grace is extended to all who will hear His
voice. None of us deserve this pardoning favour. Many reject it
because they feel unworthy. Others turn from it because it seems
way too simple. Paul tells us, however, that our salvation,
forgiveness and eternal
destiny are based on one thing –the grace of God.

We can know forgiveness because God extends
unmerited favour to those who do not deserve it. He willingly
placed His only Son on the cross to pay for your sin and mine. If
there is one thing we need to understand about God, it is that, while He owes us
nothing, He offers us eternal life and forgiveness. If there is one
thing worse than being an unworthy sinner, it is being an unworthy
sinner who rejects the offer of forgiveness and
restoration.

Consider the grace of God to save us from sin and eternal
punishment. Let the words, “by grace you are saved” filter down to
the very core of your being. Grace is what saves us from sin. Grace
is what assures us of a place in heaven. Salvation is a free offer
from God. Let the reality of this penetrate deeply. The holy God
extends His hand to forgive and bring you spiritual life. Though
undeserved and unmerited, it is ours through the forgiving work of
Jesus Christ.

If you struggle to know for sure you can be
truly saved, reflect on
the word “grace.” Of course, you are unworthy. Of course, you have
done things that you are not pleased with in this life. Of course,
you have failed the Lord and will likely fail Him again. But grace
covers all that. God extends His hand to those who are unworthy and
often fail Him. What encouragement we find in the words “by grace
you are saved.”






For Prayer:






Father God, I recognize that I am a sinner. I
confess that I am unworthy of forgiveness and pardon. I do not
understand why Your eye
would be favourably drawn to me. Father, as I reflect on what the
apostle Paul said to the Ephesians, I realize that I was just like
them. I followed after the passions of my own heart and the ways of
the world. I was under the power of sin and Satan. Thank you for
the mercy and grace extended freely to me. Thank you, Lord Jesus,
that unworthy as I was, You took the penalty for my sin upon
Yourself and died in my place so that justice would be served.
Thank you for paying what I could not pay. Thank you for the
forgiveness that your death brought. May I be forever grateful for
the free offer of pardon. May I celebrate and praise the triune God
who applied this pardon to my life and graciously gave me a seat
with Him in heavenly places.
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