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  Introduction


  New Orleans has flown flags of many nations, welcomed many cultures, and been called many names. “The Big Easy,” “The City That Care Forgot,” “The Crescent City,” “America’s Most Interesting City,” “Hollywood South,” and “The Northernmost Caribbean City” offers something extra, traditionally called lagniappe, for every visitor. You may already know something about this famous, or infamous, city, whether from Hurricane Katrina news coverage, friends who have attended the craziness of Mardi Gras or Jazz Fest, or listening to Arlo Guthrie’s rendition of “City of New Orleans,” a haunting song that you just can’t get out of your head. But there’s no substitute for experiencing New Orleans firsthand, up-close and personal!


  This book will guide you around the city’s many wonders as you explore the sights, sounds, and intrigues of a city with a very long history. Every street corner, every rickety, run-down building, every year in history has a tale to tell. If you listen very carefully, you can hear them all trying to share their stories of New Orleans with you.


  As you saunter along Ursulines Street, the Hotel Villa Convento will try to convince you that it is the original House of the Rising Sun, the title of a beguiling song made famous by The Animals. Upstairs in Antoine’s Restaurant, the Japanese Room, now open after being bolted shut for over four decades, wants to tell its story about the bombing at Pearl Harbor. The little mudbugs that locals call crawfish are anxious to lure you over to Mother’s restaurant where you can “suck the heads” to experience an explosion of taste like none other. Other culinary delights are just waiting to welcome you to their New Orleans table of plenty. Try gulping down fresh salty oysters on the half shell at The French Market, devouring chili-smothered burgers and fries at Bud’s Broiler by City Park, indulging in a sweet sugary praline from Aunt Sally’s, or cooling off in the summer heat with a spearmint snowball with cream from Hansen’s on Tchoupitoulas Street.


  When you are in New Orleans, it’s time to shake off any inhibitions you might have brought with you—walk, bike, or jump on a streetcar. Walking tours are plentiful. You can roam through stately homes, shudder through “haunted” tours, pick your way through above-ground cemetery vaults, or explore the inspirations of legendary writers, musicians, and artists. Bicycles are available in the French Quarter for long, leisurely tours of the old city and its adjacent historic areas. A jaunt up the magnificent St. Charles Avenue gives the stately mansions behind intricate wrought-iron fences a chance to tell their stories. Of course, the hundred-year-old oaks with remnants of Mardi Gras beads have a lot of tales to tell as well. With a day-pass, you can get off and on the streetcar to walk up Monkey Hill in Audubon Zoo, marvel at the architectural beauty of Tulane and Loyola Universities, or stop by The Grocery for a real po’boy. Make exploring New Orleans fun! Plan your forays by neighborhood, historic era, type of landmark . . . whatever you want! As you walk along antiques-laden Royal Street, bounce along on a horse-and-buggy tour, or lounge on 18th century–style velvet sofas in old French Quarter hotel bars to sip a mint julep or two, keep your eyes open and take in all that is uniquely New Orleans. Be sure to look for the little wall plaques on many old structures . . . someone famous has visited or some notable event has taken place right where you are standing!


  New Orleans is my hometown. I am a ninth-generation descendant. I love the warmth of its people, the blending of the old and the new, the festivals and the concerts, the mixture of cuisines, the improbable legends, and the unbelievable truths. I hope you will love New Orleans too, and return often to visit this truly unique city.


  ANDREW JACKSON HOTEL


  919 ROYAL ST. • NEW ORLEANS, LA 70116 • (504) 561-5881


  ANDREWJACKSONHOTEL.COM
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  You Can’t Beat the Location


  Where to stay when you visit the Crescent City? There are many great hotels, but if you want a little bit of history along with your bed-and-breakfast then you might consider the Andrew Jackson Hotel, a quaint historic European town house–style hotel. You can’t miss the two-story building with its bright yellow façade and colonial blue shutters. Flags flying high above the street from the second-floor’s intricately forged wrought-iron balcony announce the hotel’s presence.


  If you are looking for luxury, this is not the place for you. The building is very old and so are some of the furnishings. But if you want to be centrally located to everything in the Quarter and not pay a fortune, then give the Andrew Jackson a try. It is also a perfect place for a romantic getaway. What makes it so romantic? Besides being full of antique furnishings, high ceiling fans, and old southern charm, the hotel offers its signature “Silver Tray” in-room breakfast. For quiet, secluded nights, try booking one of the rooms that face the pool and the inner tropical courtyard. There are some second-story rooms with balconies that overlook the picturesque Creole courtyard area. If you want to be where the action is, then book one of the rooms with period French doors that open onto a balcony that stretches out over busy Royal Street. Here you can enjoy panoramic views of French Quarter life and spend some time people-watching both locals and tourists. There are some special rooms, called the King Balcony Suites. For the royal treatment, book one of these large suites with a separate living room and picturesque balcony where you can relax, sip a mint julep, and soak up the sights and smells of the French Quarter. From the front steps of the Andrew Jackson you can get anywhere you want in the French Quarter very quickly. So if you are looking forward to shopping at the fantastic, treasure-laden, antiques stores along Royal Street, enjoying a shrimp po’boy at Acme Oyster House on Iberville Street, indulging in a Hurricane at Pat O’Brien’s on St. Peter Street, or exploring the eclectic area around Jackson Square, you will be ever so close.
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  The Andrew Jackson Hotel is named, of course, after the hero of the War of 1812. Jackson is credited with saving New Orleans from British rule (even his conspiring with the pirate Jean Lafitte is celebrated) and his statue sits center stage in Jackson Square. The history of the site where the Andrew Jackson Hotel sits today goes back more than 200 years. The first historical record of a structure on this site was in the late 1700s when it was an all-boys orphanage and public school for the unfortunate children in a city plagued by disease, yellow fever, fire, and flood. The home for boys went up in flames in 1794 and the ashes were cleared to build the first permanent courthouse for the US District Court for the territory. It was here that the great Andrew Jackson appeared in court on an obstruction of justice charge levied against him for extending martial law after the war. Jackson refused to answer the accusation and promptly received a fine of $1,000, which he paid and then left the court. Outside the courthouse, Jackson spoke to a large crowd that had gathered shouting, “Vive le General Jackson!” His supporters raised the $1,000 to repay Jackson, but the general insisted the money be given to the widows and orphans of those who died in the Battle of New Orleans. In 1844, Congress ordered the fine to be repaid to Jackson with interest, in the amount of $2,700. The courthouse was torn down in 1888 to make way for a one-story boardinghouse, constructed with a colonial Spanish red-tiled roof and an inner courtyard, architectural motifs popular at the time. A second story was added later and this structure remains today as the 22-room Andrew Jackson Hotel, a quaint two-story brick complex surrounding a lush interior Creole courtyard.


  In 1965, The Andrew Jackson French Quarter Hotel was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The hotel has a distinct historic French Quarter character and is furnished with lovely 18th-century artifacts. It also has the distinction of being one of the most haunted hotels in the city and is on all the haunted tours. Next door to the left at 915 Royal is the famous wrought-iron “cornstalk” fence. This property was once owned by Judge Francois-Xavier Martin, who was appointed judge in February 1815 while the city was still under Jackson’s martial law and later served as chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court. The structure you see today and its famous cornstalk fence was built after the judge sold the property. Today the Victorian home is a luxury boutique hotel. The beautiful cast-iron fence is made to resemble a row of cornstalks, with bursting ears of corn surrounded by intricate leaf-motifs. This hotel has attracted its share of celebrities including Bill and Hillary Clinton, and the King himself, Elvis Presley.


  ANTOINE’S RESTAURANT


  713 ST. LOUIS ST. • NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130


  (504) 581-4422 • ANTOINES.COM
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  Fine Dining at Its World-Renowned Finest!


  Visitors from around the world say eating at Antoine’s Restaurant in the French Quarter is one of the most memorable culinary experiences of their lives. This exquisite, world-famous restaurant is steeped in history and its French Creole cuisine is described as “indescribable.” Antoine’s, the epitome of fine dining in New Orleans, is the original home of memorable epicurean creations such as Oysters Rockefeller, Pompano en Papillote, and Eggs Sardou.


  When you enter the restaurant through the grand doorway street entrance, you will be escorted back in time. The beautiful, well-lighted, open room features many of the original 19th-century fixtures, including the sparkling chandeliers overhead. Through the French doors, just beyond the front room is the Large Annex, a room designed as a tribute to Antoine’s wife, Julie. Most local families and businesses entertain their guests here and have had their own waiters for years.


  There are numerous private dining areas; most are small, intimate spaces tucked away in corners both upstairs and downstairs. Three of the rooms are named after historical New Orleans Carnival krewes: the Rex Room, the Proteus Room, and the 12th Night Revelers Room. These festive rooms honor Mardi Gras royalty with photos of Carnival kings and queens and glass curio cabinets that exhibit glimmering tiaras, jeweled crowns, and sparkling scepters from well before most of you were born.
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  The Mystery Room got its name during the Prohibition era because the popular room was secreted away from the prying eyes of the law. To reach the room nestled at the end of a secluded hallway, you had to enter through the ladies’ restroom. Here, alcohol was served in coffee cups, and if you were ever questioned as to what was in your cup, you were to say, “It’s a mystery to me.” The name Mystery Room has stuck to this day and the room is charmingly decorated with memorabilia from famous restaurants around the world.


  The elegant salon atmosphere of the 1840 Room salutes a bygone era. Photographs of many generations of the founding Alciatore family hang on walls dressed luxuriously in rich, red decor. The Roy Alciatore Room, once called the Capitol Room because the antique wooden wall paneling came from the old Capitol building in Baton Rouge, and the Maison Verte Room are identical twins. Two sleek black marble fireplaces adorn each room and both share a second-floor balcony overlooking Rue St. Louis.


  Cellars are not practical in New Orleans because the water table begins only a couple of inches below the surface. Therefore, Antoine’s has what is best described as a “wine alley.” The 165-foot-long and 7-foot-wide hallway, fed by a precise air-conditioning system, holds about 25,000 bottles of wine, which can be viewed by passersby on the sidewalk from a small window on Royal Street.


  Antoine’s Restaurant is a living museum, and if you get the chance to indulge in its culinary offerings, you can also arrange a tour of its dining rooms, bars, and wine cellar. But perhaps the most wondrous room of all is the Japanese Room. This space was originally designed with intricate Asian motifs and Oriental pieces. The walls and ceilings were painstakingly hand-painted with rich colors and Japanese patterns. It served as a large banquet room until the fateful day, December 7, 1941. On the day Pearl Harbor was bombed, Roy Louis Alciatore stormed up to the Japanese Room, bolted the door, and gave orders for it to remain locked indefinitely. Some say the room had not even been properly cleaned of table crumbs or chairs straightened, but no matter, no one was to go in, ever. Despite the lost revenue, the doors to the lavish room remained bolted for 43 years. The room was finally refurbished, and the hand-painted walls and ceilings were restored in 1984, using the artistic talents of many local artisans.
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  If you are ready to “pop the question,” then you can book the Tabasco Room. This room is named after one of Antoine’s most distinguished customers, Paul McIlhenny, of the famous Tabasco family. Of course, the room is painted Tabasco red, but its most distinguishing feature is that the room contains only one table, thus the perfect site for that once-in-a-lifetime, knee-bending occasion.


  Through the years Antoine’s has attracted famous guests such as Franklin Roosevelt, Herbert Hoover, the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, General Patton, Judy Garland, Bob Hope, Al Jolson, Carol Burnett, and Pope John II. Their recognizable photographs line the restaurant’s walls.


  Changes have come to Antoine’s. The menu has been pared down and English translations of the traditional French Creole cuisine delicacies such as Crabes mous Amandine, Cerises jubilee, and Café Brûlot Diabolique have been added to the menu descriptions. A new Jazz Brunch is now offered on Sunday. Even the dress code has been relaxed. “We no longer enforce the coat and tie rule, but we still don’t allow ripped jeans and flip-flops,” says Yvonne Blount, fourth Alciatore generation, in a 2009 Associated Press article. “We very much feel a weight of responsibility,” she adds.


  You can make a reservation online. Antoine’s is open Monday through Saturday, for lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and for dinner from 5:30 to 9 p.m. Sunday Jazz Brunch is 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Typical menu items include Huitres a la Foch, Crevettes remoulade, Pommes de terre brabant, Poulet aux champignons, and Crabes mous grilles. The food is somewhat pricey, but if you take the time to read about the history of the restaurant and spend some time walking around the various rooms and artifacts when you get there, you won’t soon forget the combination of great food and New Orleans culture at Antoine’s.


  AUDUBON BUTTERFLY GARDEN AND INSECTARIUM


  OLD NEW ORLEANS US CUSTOMS HOUSE • 423 CANAL ST. NEW ORLEANS, LA • (504) 581-4629 / (800) 774-7394


  AUDUBONINSTITUTE.ORG
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  Calling All Bug Lovers!


  Whether you like touchy-feely relationships with creeping, crawling creatures or prefer to watch their activities behind thick plate glass, you will enjoy the time spent at the New Orleans Butterfly Garden and Insectarium, the largest free-standing bug museum in the United States. The gardens and insectarium opened in 2008 as part of the Audubon Park facilities and are run by the Audubon Nature Institute, a local nonprofit. The white marble–columned building in the 400 block of Canal Street houses over 900,000 species of insects in 23,000 square feet of space. Thousands of live insects, incredible mounted specimens, and interactive exhibits are available for the admission price of $16.50 for adults (13–64); $13 for seniors (65+); and $12 for children (2–12).


  Trained experts and personnel are available to interpret the exhibits and guide visitors through a wondrous experience, up-close and personal. So put your fear in your pocket and venture boldly into the Insectarium. First stop—sit in an oversized “den” scaled as if you were a small bug. Look up, but don’t be frightened by the large birds hovering overhead and spiders slowly inching toward you.


  Not into feeling like a small lunch bite for giant birds and spiders? Then venture toward the Louisiana Swamp where you can examine closely, but in real size, spiders native to Louisiana habitats. This exhibit features life-size cypress trees and offers guided live animal encounters.
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  Not into arachnids? How about cockroaches? Move tentatively to the French Quarter street scene where you can visit some of the local insects such as Formosan subterranean termites, love bugs, mosquitoes, and cockroaches. For related activities, you can tune into the live “Cockroach Cam” online to see what the roaches do every minute of every day in a typical kitchen, or you can watch the “Roach-O-Vision movie,” Big Man on Campus (1958) playing on the wall. Daily room cleaning and cockroach feeding takes place from 10:30 to 11 a.m., if you’re interested!


  Are elusive butterflies more your style? The Butterflies in Flight exhibit offers an amazing array of butterflies in a spectacular free-flight exhibit. Butterflies flutter and swirl through the Asian-inspired garden, resting on first one flower, and then the next, perhaps even on your shoulder for a brief second before they are off again. The Cooking Show and Cultural Café offer adventurous visitors unique dining experiences. An eclectic chef will introduce you to the culinary art of cooking with insects. You will even be offered a sample, if you think you can handle eating it!


  This stop is also a great opportunity for you to see one of the most historic buildings in the country. The Insectarium is housed in the old US Custom House, a federal building begun in 1848 and built over a period of 33 years. The Treasury Department chose the design of Alexander Thompson Wood in 1847, but there would be a succession of eight architects before the building was completed. This monumental granite building was built to handle the increase in trade along the Mississippi River, which flowed through the booming port city of New Orleans. The first floor of a partially completed building was occupied by the US Customs Service (1856) and the Post Office (1860).


  During the Civil War, a temporary roof was put on the unfinished building, which was used for the manufacture of gun carriages for the Confederacy, and when the Union took control of New Orleans, Union general Benjamin Butler captured the building and made it his headquarters. As many as 2,000 Confederate soldiers at a time were detained here during the war. Led by well-known architect Alfred B. Mullett, the Office of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury oversaw construction, which resumed in 1871. The building is notable for its Egyptian Revival columns, and the original arched brick ceiling in the Hall of Fame Gallery has been preserved. The grand Marble Hall has Corinthian columns exhibiting the heads of Mercury, the god of commerce, and Luna, the goddess who symbolizes New Orleans because her crescent-shaped brow seems to suggest the city’s location in the bend of the Mississippi River. The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and received the National Historic Landmark designation in 1974.


  But, let’s get back to the bugs and the entomology museum. A Field Camp experience introduces you to the world of arthropods (animals that have segmented bodies and six or more jointed legs) and Life Underground shrinks you down to the size of the
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