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Description Page

In the 1930s Japan is making aggressive moves across Asia while the rest of the world does nothing more than slap embargoes upon them. A story set in a period where the Japanese are ruling Korea and using their military might to expand into China, whilst the second world war has not yet started in Europe. One man attempts to bring to the attention of the world the shocking human experiments that a certain section of the Japanese army is conducting on fellow humans. Thousands of Chinese citizens, Russian prisoners, Koreans, pregnant women and children are being murdered by the evil Unit 731 that hides behind the official name of ‘Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department of the Kwantung Army’. The man in question is called Thomas who has been working across Asia as a agent for the Gestapo for over one year as the Germans and Japanese develop closer relationships. Thomas has a change of heart regarding his loyalties after discovering what the Japanese are doing and decides to tell the world, but the Gestapo must stop this from happening because it has the potential to destroy their relationship with the Japanese, so they send their best secret agent to Japan in order to solve the situation. (Warning this book contain strong brutal sex scenes and wording of the period that could be offensive to some, and is rated Adult only 18+)
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The Story Begins
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Japan Toyko Airport

Sometime after the Japanese invasion of China in 1937 

Marco is sent to Japan to hunt down Thomas.

But ultimately discovers somebody is pretending to be Thomas
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The flight had been long, and after so many hours a dry musky scent has filled the plane. Most of the Asian passengers feel happy when the wheels of the plane land on the airport’s runway. Mingling with all the Asians there is a single European man. An individual who has travelled from the other side of the planet, and for him it had been a even longer journey through many airports in different countries. These are the 1930s and very few foreigners dare visit Japan, the reason is the negative attitudes towards foreigners throughout the country, there are many reports about unwelcoming remarks and aggressive attitudes towards foreigners. The root cause of this is the recent disagreements that Japan has had with the League of Nations.

Recently there have been many reports about foreigners being abused in public, some have even had things thrown at them, some stories claim that foreigners have been attacked but these stories have not been officially confirmed. Attitudes are changing in Japan and the majority of Japanese students that had been studying abroad have returned to their own country so that their intelligence can benefit the Japanese economy and not the economy of some foreign power.

For the majority of Japanese families the parents are very traditional Japanese and forbid their daughters to date anybody outside their own race, an attitude that has broken the hearts of many American university students that fell in love with the pretty Japanese foreign international students who had been spending a year at a university in America before they quickly returned home.

Japan has an Emperor that the entire population worship as a god, but in the background it is the military that runs the country and have the power when it comes to decision making. After years of seeing much of Asia colonised by the European powers, and watching them steal the resources of Asia, many of the military leaders in Japan are beginning to see themselves as the future liberators of Asia, and have the desire to free the Asian people from the European suppressors.

This image of Japan being the liberators of Asia is very questionable based on how they have treated the people of Korea since they decided to rule it by force many years ago. Many Korean women have been kidnapped and taken from their home to serve as prostitutes and comfort girls for the Japanese soldiers, whilst many Korean men and young boys have been tricked in to believing they were being transported to the Japanese mainland for a better job and life, but ultimately ended in places like battleship island which is very small slice of land off the Japanese mainland and is home to a deep coal mine that runs deep under the seabed. This mine is an exceptional dangerous place to work and is in constant danger of being flooded, but needs must because Japan is low on natural resources.

The biggest obstacle for the Japanese that currently holds them back from fulfilling their desires of conquest is that Japan does not have many natural resources of its own, it relies on importing goods and resources from other countries. At the moment Japan gets the vast majority of its oil from America and this could become a problem if diplomatic relations between American and Japan deteriorate. The military are looking towards other regions across Asia that offer oil supplies, but these regions currently have European colonies.

Wanting to become more independent and less reliant on other countries is the main reason the Japanese recently invaded Manchukuo, but this action actually caused conflict in certain sections of the military as it had been conduct by a individual fraction element of the military and had not been authorised by the hierarchy. This fraction had stage managed (faked) a situation at a railway station where they claimed Russian troops fired and killed two Japanese soldiers, thus giving the Japanese justification for firing back and invading the region.

The reality is that Japan is getting more and more desperate for resources. All across the country in the rural villages there is lots of unemployment, famine, disease and death. In one village alone fifty percent of the young girls were sold by their parents into prostitution due to their families having no money. Something in Japan needs to change in order for conditions to improve and the military believe they have the answers.

This is the environment that Marco is walking into as he steps down from the planes descending steps onto the tarmac of the runway, many local born airport workers glare at him in a unfriendly manner as he walks through the airport. The only hope he has to avoid the avalanche of hostilities is that in recent time a good relationship between Japan and the NAZI party has developed, and upon many occasions when members of the NAZI party have visited Japan, the locals line the sides of the streets and wave flags displaying the NAZI Swastika. He needs to make everybody know that he is a NAZI and to do this he will place a NAZI Swastika armband around his arm for all to see at all times.

He has not been told to do this, it is just something that he has thought about doing on the plane journey to Japan. He had spent most of the flight reading about Japan, its current environment, its culture, its history. He can speak basic Japanese, most likely enough to be able to communicate with locals.

When he first approaches the passport check desk a cute little Japanese woman who is the border control officer looks at him in a unfriendly way and uses an aggressive tone, but the instance she looks at the passport and learns that he is German and a member of the NAZI party the border guard becomes more friendly, helpful and polite towards him. Most Japanese have developed a huge respect for the Germans because they have adapted an attitude of putting their own people first, which is also the attitude of the Japanese people.
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Marco slides his passport into his pocket and sits down on a chair within the baggage area knowing that is could be at least twenty minutes before his bags arrive. Other passengers from his flight are gradually filing into the area but most intentionally sit or stand away from Marco. He does not mind that but he notices just how hesitant the natives seem to be to be near him. A few glance towards him before glancing at the two army outliers that are sat alone. The two army soldiers must have been on the same plane but he had not noticed them. What he his detecting is the threatening and unwelcoming expressions on their faces every time he glances at them. Marco is getting the impression that they do not want him in the same room as themselves.

Marco is a Gestapo secret agent, he was an orphan with no purpose in life until one day a man came to the orphanage and gave him a new path to follow. From that moment everything he has done has been towards becoming a secret agent. The training has been brutal but he has quickly become the best agent that the Gestapo have.

Marco was scheduled to be part of the expedition that the NAZIS were planning to send to Tibet, but because of the recent actions of the agent known as Thomas that has the potential to threaten the relationship between Germans and the Japanese Marco has been urgently flown to Japan where he must find Thomas to stop him ruining the relationship. The task will not be easy because Thomas has gone into hiding knowing that his life is in danger.

Marco has very little information on where to find Thomas. He is going to have to use his imagination and all is secret agent skills. He sits there for quite a while upon the soft seating allowing his mind to wander.

Marco is a very handsome male with a face that women drool over. He had been taken from the orphanage before the NAZIS came into power across Germany. The Germans had already created a secret agent programme during the 1920s which no other country knew about. This was because at the end of the first world war the Germans had signed a treaty that placed restrictions upon them regarding military growth and advancements. But in secret the Germans always found ways around these restrictions. The administration of this secret agent programme was taken over by the Gestapo during the 1930s when the NAZIS became the ruling political party in Germany.

Marco was one of many youngsters without parents that were placed within the programme, where they spent years undergoing military training with weapons, along with learning martial arts deception techniques, sabotage methods, becoming a master of disguise and many more things. By the end of the training those that succeeded became lethal weapons for the Gestapo. They are weapons that can be dropped into areas to assassinate a target, or they can just gather information. There are many ways in which the Gestapo can use one of their agents. Many in the Gestapo rate Marco as the best secret agent that they have ever had, as he has accumulated the highest test scores ever recorded.

Finally his bags rumble down the conveyor belt, two in total. One he slings upon his back and the other he carries with his left hand. He wears blue jeans and a white short sleeve t-shirt under a black jacket that is unzipped because the weather is warm. The plane has landed early morning and there is still a freshness in the air, but it is quickly being replaced by heat as the suns moves higher in the sky.

Marco has landed in Japan during their summer period and the glare of the sun as he exits the airport makes his eyes squint and water. There is huge activity around the entrance as multiple planes have arrived at the same time, it seems to be one way traffic, arrivals only. As he looks for a cab he can see large colourful posters characterised by the resurgence of right wing patriotism upon the walls and numerous flags of the rising sun from various points on buildings flickering in the wind. He tries to hail down a few horse drawn carts, without no success, each one seemed to slow down giving the indication they were stopping, but the moment they realise that Marco was a foreigner they increased their speed and rode right past him. He could see that the carts were empty, even with the Swastika armband on, it seemed to do little regarding the negative attitudes towards him.

All around people are buzzing about, the majority seem to be quickly walking in the same direction. Most of the females walk in the typical small step manner and look very feminine in their style. Marco follows the crowd along side of the railway building which is a very stylish three storey high building that has a reddish brown look and large number of white window ledges and surroundings. He is glad he has followed the crowd because at the end of the building there is a wide road that is not yet paved but is convenient for automobile traffic. But more importantly there is a group of autobuses that are taking passengers onboard. These buses all have same the design and brown colour and are a large enough for approximately twenty people.

As he moves to get onto one of the buses, a group of three tiny Japanese women dressed in traditional Japanese clothes look and at him, smile and giggle, he smiles back as this is the first time since he landed here that somebody has given him a warm smile.

To the right within the queue of people getting on to another autobus, a group of soldiers appear and without waiting in line like the rest of the people they push straight onto the bus without anybody objecting. Already from his limited observations in the baggage room and within the bus queue there seems to be a level of fear within the population. He might be reading the signals wrong but that is the impression he is getting. His theory is supported by the fact that in recent years democratic forces in Japan have been weakening, and the past few years have been dominated by domestic terrorist violence, which included an assassination attempt on the Emperor in 1932. Japan has moved into political totalitarianism, ultra-nationalism and fascism. Many believe back in Germany that the Japanese are even more fanatical. And already horror stories are beginning to emerge about events in the countries that the Japanese have occupied.

He finally get upon the bus and it sets off on its route that will lead to central Tokyo where he is meeting a representative of the Epidemic Prevention and Water Purification Department of the Kwantung Army (in real terms Unit 731).

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Central Tokyo

[image: ]


The city is bustling with people, hundreds, thousands and the only one that does not have an Asian face is Marco. Within the Gestapo he is regarded as the master of disguise, but even he is going to have problems trying to blend in with the local population. It does not matter what colour he dyes his hair or whatever hair style and colours he has, nothing is going to make him look like a local. He smiles to himself thinking of the pictures he saw in the book he was reading on the journey to Japan where some ancient swordsmen wore a hat where the rim was large and came down over the face, leaving slits in its structure for the hat wearer to see though, but that was a long time ago. The bus journey from the airport to the centre of the city had been comfortable and quiet. He was told before he came to the country that Japanese do not like loud people on public transport and that most just sit there in silence showing respect to those around them. Little things like this makes Marco understand that there is a high level of discipline across the population which could be a valuable asset during war time.

Marco believes it is only a matter of time before a major European war begins. He has seen the frustration in Germany over the restrictions forced upon them at the end of the First World War. He has seen the aggressive tone of Adolf Hitler be welcomed and accepted by most of Germany’s population. He has seen large numbers of cities in Spain totally destroyed because of its own civil war, and now Japan first invade Manchukuo, and now march into sections of China. The world seems to be plunging bit by bit towards a major conflict. Marco might be wrong but this is what he believes.

He walks gently in the warm sun, the people scampering about are all polite as they pass him on the streets. There is no bumping of bodies and no rude people walking directly in front of him, it seems that all those walking respect the other persons space. A few of the passing civilians glance at him but quickly gaze away from him. He passes a small group of soldiers that watch him approaching on the pavement, their glance is not one of friendliness it is more of a scowl but once they see the NAZI armband that he is wearing it seems to stop them for making remarks and instead they return to talking to each other, looking at Marco no more.

Marco is not walking around without a purpose because he has a schedule to meet with two Gestapo officers that flew to Japan a few days before his own arrival. They did not travel together because these officers had actually been in the Middle East meeting one of the leaders of the Muslims for only reasons that they know. These officers are much higher in rank than Marco and work directly under the supervisor of Burta Khan who is one of the big players within the Gesatpo. They have arrived with urgency in order to calm down the situation and maintain the strong relationships with the Japanese.

As Marco walks along he thinks about the two men that he is going to meet in a short time. They are called Toni and Franz and both have much power within the Gestapo, both are part of the higher circle which consists of only a select few officers that are the most loyal to the NAZIS. Marco knows Toni well from his training, as many times Toni would take classes about international diplomatic skills and is usually the first person that the Gestapo send to a region in order to strike up good relationships. So it makes sense for Toni to be present as the Japanese will undoubtedly be upset at the prospects of their secret work being made public.

The Japanese military were impressed with how the Germans used gas as a weapon during World War One upon the trenches of the allies. Since that moment the Japanese have been secretly developing their own biological weapon arm of the military, developments that they urgently want to keep secret from the rest of the world. They hide this section of their army behind descriptions that do not raise concern or attention. What worries them the most is that if it becomes common knowledge this section is experimenting upon humans, many countries would judge this to be a criminal act which will undoubtedly change public opinion against them.

It is the presence of the second man known as Franz that puzzles Marco. Franz is not a diplomat and neither is he a biological weapons expert. Franz is an engineer and his department are currently involved in the development of torpedoes that can be used in shallow water, but what would the Japanese want with such technology? Maybe Marco has jumped to the wrong conclusions but one technique used by the Gestapo to sweeten diplomatic relations is to offer gifts and assistance, maybe Franz is here to help the Japanese develop shallow water torpedoes. But it does not matter, that is not any business of Marco. He needs to concentrate on his own mission.

He reaches the address given to him, it is a huge impressive building that soars up three levels much like the building at the airport. He had heard much of Tokyo consists of wooden buildings, this might be true but there are still plenty of impressive stone, brick buildings. Mainly those with some significance like the international welcoming point of the airport, or a military government building.

He enters through a large dome shaped doorway that has surely been designed to impress, the Japanese flag flies on either side of the doorway upon white poles that are fixed to the wall. This is obviously a military complex as many are walking around in the standard greenish colour Japanese army uniform. A few glance at him, then his armband and then nod and smile. Marco walks to the desk that is within twenty strides of the entering the door. A young female maybe in her early twenties welcomes him with a smile.

“How may I help you sir” Her words are in Japanese, but Marco understands as he has learnt Japanese during the past two years. His language abilities are one of the reason why he was selected for this mission.

Marco just stares at the young women for a moment as her fresh looking face attracts him. ‘The women in Japan are so beautiful’ he thinks to himself before replying. The lady smiles and blushes because she detects that he finds her attractive based upon the look he gives her.

“My name is Marco I am German and I have come to meet Toni and Franz who are also German. I believe the meeting is with a Japanese Officer called Shiro Ishii” He replies in Japanese which is pretty impressive for a foreigner as very few outside of Japan can speak Japanese.

“Yes Sir, we have been expecting you. Please go up the stairs to the next level and it is room number two where the meeting will take place” She gestures with her arm towards the stairs, and then smiles and bows to gesture that the conversation has come to an end.

“Thankyou” Marco does a sort of bow that only involves the head and smiles at her before walking up the stairs to the room that he had been instructed to attend, ready for a sit down, the two bags he has been carrying are starting to feel heavy, and he is ready for a drink and some food.
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The room is large, a very large dark brown rectangle shaped table takes centre stage. There are at least fourteen chairs at the table, but on this occasion only five of the seats are occupied. He instantly recognises Toni who does not look a day older from the last time they had seen each other a few years earlier. Toni looks very smart in his black uniform with the typical red NAZI armband and the black flat officer hat. The other European in the room must be Franz, they have never met in person but Marco had heard a lot about him and the job that he does for the fatherland. Like Toni, Franz is dressed in the same style of uniform the only different being less medals on show.

As he enters the room Toni instantly raises himself up from the table and welcomes him with a formal handshake and words that are common amongst friends, he then introduces Marco to the others in the room. The Germans are seated on the opposite side from the three Japanese.

The meeting last almost two hours, food and drink is frequently supplied by a female servant who rushes in and out of the room, the only sound being the jingling of the cups on the tray that she carries. She is well trained in the service she provides and never spills a single drop when she pours the tea into the small dishes that Japanese drink from instead of cups like they do in Europe. Drinking from the small dishes is not a problem for Marco he had already been trained in using them.

The Japanese hosts are very co-operative and friendly, there is no nastiness, there is no finger pointing. They are all happy that the Gestapo have sent their most highly rated secret agent to assist in the matter at hand because this demonstrates to them that the Germans are taking the situation very serious. The Japanese are very open with the information they have and the theories that they have. A theory that Marco had not considered.

The Japanese inform the Germans about a lot of what they already know that delicate information has been gathered about their biological weapons Unit 731, and should this information be made public to the wider world, it has the potential to cause a lot of ill feeling towards Japan. They fear it will cause their enemies to fight even harder, and more importantly it could change the opinions of countries that are potential friends and allies of Japan against them. The Japanese are wanting to create an image of liberators not conquerors. The Japanese initially believe that the previous Gestapo agent called Thomas was the person who holds this information, information that is believed to be photographic film.

But they no longer believe this. They are now convinced that somebody has killed Thomas and taken his identity in order to cause conflict between the growing friendship between Japan and Germany. They believe that a secret agent from Britain or America is pretending to be German. The reason they believe this is a report received from one of their many informers. A female informer that works in a local Tokyo brothel reported that somebody visited her pretending to be Thomas and this was a mistake because one week earlier the real Thomas had visited her. The informer knew who the real Thomas was because he had visited her ten times previous. It is just by chance that the fake Thomas would visit the same woman in the same brothel, but this brothel has a good reputation and the informer in question has developed a very good reputation.

The informer got the fake Thomas drunk, which led to him developing a loose tongue. During an evening of passion he regularly boasted how important he was and talked about a undeveloped photo film that he had that would change the course of the world. He gave the impression that he was some kind of god. The informer gave a good description of him, which is much different from what the real Thomas looks like.

The thing that puzzles Marco and he tells the rest so, is based upon what Burta Khan had told him, Thomas was an exceptional fighter in hand to hand combat and a very trustworthy agent. Not for one moment did Burta Khan believe that Thomas would turn his his back on the Gestapo and betray them. Upon conclusion of this meeting Marco will send a telegram to his boss back in Berlin.

The Japanese also surprise him how intelligent and pro-active they are, they are nobody’s dummies. The Japanese tell them that based on the informers information all the known facilities in Tokyo where people can take undeveloped photo film and have it developed are being watched for any foreigner that takes in a undeveloped film.

They only downside of this is that there are lots of facilities outside of Tokyo that they cannot watch, but in their favour is the point that the majority of native Japanese do not like foreigners and will be unwilling to help a foreigner.

Another tool at their disposal is that they could use the radio ask the public to look out for a foreigner trying to develop a film. But if they use this method the person in question might realise that they have been discovered, and they do not want this to happen. The Japanese are hoping that another thing in their favour is the fact that Japan is an island and all ships in and out off the country are strictly monitored. All in all there is a lot of factors in their favour, but they are not fools, they are not going to underestimate the culprit,

The culprit has earned their respect because somehow he has gained this delicate information from a military complex that is heavily guarded. They believe that the culprit must have help either from other Japanese that oppose the Military rule being thrust on the country, but more likely these are Asian people from other countries inside Japan pretending to be Japanese, which they could pull off because many people from nearby countries look similar to Japanese people. They are hoping that Marco can uncover some kind of underground organisation that will ultimately lead to their destruction.
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As it is only mid afternoon when the meeting finishes there is plenty of time for Marco to start his investigation. The place to start is by talking to the lady at the brothel (although the Japanese call it a different name). It is about a ten minute journey using the tram system that operates within the city. He quickly finds a tram stop outside the building where he has just had the meeting. A few old men are waiting but neither pay him any attention, they look miles away in their own world. The tram arrives it is single decker two carriages with a pole on the roof of the first carriage that is connected to horizontal cables that run one metre above the route of the tram and which Marco presumes are electrical cables that give the tram power, but he is no expert on the tram system so he may be wrong.

The tram is travelling towards the Shirokiya Department Store which is the area where the brothel is located. He hops off the tram outside the store which looks to be four storeys in height with a magnificent entrance point at one of the right angled corners of the building. There are trees strategically planted four or five metres apart at either side of the road. All the trees seem to be at a controlled height because a few metres above them, what look likes a telegram/phone system is present. Cables stream from pole to pole all the way down both sides of the road. Marco had only been in the city a short time but already he is surprised how modern Tokyo is.

He easily finds the entrance to the brothel further down the street past the department stores where the buildings transform to those of one or two storeys in height. The door is locked so he bangs three times, a few walkers by give him dirty looks as they must know what the building is used for. The door creaks open and an old woman dressed very elegantly opens the door. She walks with a slightly bent over back and wears glasses upon the end of her noise, but she smiles and is very welcoming.

“Please come in Marco. Mr Ishii called and told me to expect you shortly, and here you are” She speaks in a gentle voice, and leads Marco inside. Marco is surprised how posh, clean and upmarket the insides are, This is no common brothel that you find in the back streets of a European city, this is a looking a high class place. A few girls walks past him and all look beautiful and very feminine, most looked Japanese but the odd one looked Korean. He had heard stories over the years, usually from Burta Khan that the Japanese kidnapped young women from Korea. A country they occupied for many years in one form or another for the last three or four decades, where being forced to work as comfort girls for Japanese soldiers in one of the many comfort houses.

They pass through a corridor, walls draped in fancy looking materials that are structured in a pre-defined way to make it classy. There is plenty black and white pictures on the walls in expensive looking frames. A flowery scent dominates the environment, originating from candles and scented water. Finally they reach a lounge type of room with soft seating where a young woman is waiting for him. She introduces herself as ‘Mao’ and smiles at him as he sits down on the seating next to her.

The pair spend over one hour talking, the young lady speaks about everything involving her encounter with the fake Thomas however insignificant she might think it to be. Marco listens to the words carefully looking for clues of any kind. He is enjoying watching her reddish lips and the scented smell that she is giving off. Her voice is gentle, soft and very feminine with not an ounce of masculinity, a characteristic that Marco likes in a woman.

Marco is particularly looking for clues that could lead him to the accommodation that the fake Thomas is using, the places he eats at, the transportation he takes, the regions of Japan that he has visited, the names of other people that he communicates with.

It is not long before Marco potentially identifies something of interest. The first thing he asks Mao to do had nothing to do with the conversations that Mao had with Thomas. He asked her just to talk through the sequence of events, regarding which rooms they were in, did they remove clothes? where in the rooms did they put the clothes? did they eat or drink? basically every action they took. Mao gides Marco through the rooms that they were in and in each he searches the floor looking for items that may have fallen out of his clothes, unfortunately the rooms have been cleaned but there is still a chance something could have fallen out and wedged between or under furniture. He looks hard but finds nothing, but then Mao remembers something.

“He got a bit drunk and knocked some of his things down the back of the bed” She points to the headboard of a double bed covered in satin sheets in a room that as obviously been designed for love making and romance. The bed is styled upon a European style bed and not a traditional Japanese bed.

Marco looks under the bed and using his arms moves the bed a few feet from the wall, but there is nothing to be found. Thomas must have picked up whatever dropped to the floor. But then his luck changes as he notices the edge of something sticking out between the mattress and the springs. He pulls it out and discovers a piece if crumpled paper that must have blown between the mattress and the springs by the draft or it initially fell into that position.

He examines the paper, the ink has faded a bit and the crumples has caused the ink to split. But Marco is still able to read the words “Iwaya Furo, Kawaji Spa”. That is all it says, there is nothing to confirm that it is receipt, payment bill or anything, Just the four words written by hand. He shows the paper to Mao.

“That must belong to that man, because none of the girls in here go to that place” she speaks without hesitation.

She continues because she can tell from Marco’s expression that he needs more information. “This place is what us Japanese call a recreational area, it provides natural open air hot spring

baths. Its is located outside of Tokyo upon the Kinugawa River and nestles in a tranquil mountain environment. It is a famous hot spring district at Nikko near the merging of the Kinugawa and Ojikagawa rivers. The waters are said to be especially healing for wounds, injuries and burns” She informs him.

“This place is approximately 120 kilometres north of Tokyo. I am not sure how far the trains or trams run in that direction as I have never been”.

Visiting this place might lead to the discovery of further clues.
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Marco had spoken to the bus driver as he boarded one of the small buses. He had been informed that he will have to hop between different transports at various points on the route, from bus to train to horse cart. Marco did not mind this and he sat intentionally on the back seat of the bus so that he could see all other passengers. He had been trained to always stand at the back so that everybody else is in front of you. Even on an innocent bus ride he placed himself at the back just out of habit.

He glances at all he can see as the bus travels along the street. It has surprised him how developed Tokyo is. The 1930s have been a period of relative economic prosperity in Japan, with increased employment, domestic consumption and real income. The country has undergone an industrial transformation that includes the development of mass media - newspapers, magazines, radio photography and film, together with the introduction of advanced transportation like trains, ships and planes. These developments has enabled the widespread movement of both people and information across the entire nation.

Marco looks out of the window and sees many entertainment venues, including the Meguro Gajoen, the city looks like it has had a lot of investment put into it. Marco remembers an article on the plane as he travelled to the country that Japan in the early 1930s were looking forward to hosting the 1940 Olympic Games which is why he believes a lot of money was spent on developing the city. Now in the late 1930s with invasion thrusts into Manchuria and China,, Marco strongly doubts that the 1940s Olympic games with be held here. The main change in direction for the country as been those previously elected leaders that formed the cabinets and assumed government leadership in the early 1930s have seen their power wane, although some do still exert considerable influence. The reality is that Japan has moved away from party led representative system to military led autocracy. It reminds him in a way of how the NAZIS in his fatherland came into power. Germany and Japan seem to be following the same paths which is why they are probably drawn together.

Marco always thinks a lot when he travels, he never seems able to switch off from whatever mission or training he is upon. Ideas go through his head why the person he is hunting for would want to visit hot springs that have supposed healing abilities.

Mao had told him that the fake Thomas had injuries, bruises upon his body, the sort that gave the impression that he had been in a fight within the past couple of days. Marco believes that maybe after this man had a fight he visited the hot springs to heal these injuries, an action that he probably had not pre-planned, and it was this lack of planning that probably made him careless and drop the piece of paper that
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