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The focus of this book is to provide God’s truth about God’s family in His kingdom.

Today, God’s family of Christians live during the age of the new covenant of spirit, which includes people who are married, single, youths, young children, elderly, widows, and orphans.

God gives us authority and ability and inheritance to use during our lives now. Therefore we should behave ourselves in agreement with God our Father.

We will read Bible verses about the one and only true God, Who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and of all Christians. We will also read about who we are in Christ, and what we have received from God by means of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This book also provides Biblical principles regarding our behavior and functions in Christ, authority and ability in Christ, and spiritual warfare with victory.

Refer to the True Bible Study series of books for the complete Word Translation and Study that correspond to any abbreviated verses and short studies provided in this book: https://www.truebiblestudy.com/bible-materials.

Please feel free to contact me via the Contact link on this website.

Thanks to God for His love and grace.

Maura K. Hill
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Unless otherwise stated, all scriptures are quoted from one of the following:


·      The True Bible Study Word Translation (TBS);

o  The TBS Word Translation is translated from the Greek Papyri and Texts by

o  Maura K. Hill.

·      The King James Version (KJV);

o  The KJV uses italic type to inform the reader that the translators added the word(s) in italic type.


The various resources and reference materials are listed at https://www.truebiblestudy.com/bible-materials.

In the TBS Word Translation and Study:


·      Words in a parenthesis () and italicized within a scripture verse are words inserted to help our English understanding of those words which are translated from Greek words.

·      Words in a parenthesis () in the study of the scripture verse are words of explanation regarding the words prior to the parenthesis.

·      Additional explanatory insertions within a scripture verse are enclosed in square brackets [] and italicized.

·      Additional explanatory notes in the study of a scripture verse are enclosed in square brackets [] and are usually in relation to the Greek or Hebrew texts.

·      A slash in the study of a scripture verse, such as: him/her, indicates an alternative word depending on the context.

·      A dash, such as: go there – to Jerusalem, indicates that a certain word or phrase is particularly important or deserving of extra emphasis.

·      Hyphenated words, such as: used-to-go, indicates that there is only one corresponding word in the Greek text.

·      Non-English words are printed with English letters.

·      I use an initial capital letter for all occurrences of the words “Lord” and “Master” when referring to either God or the Lord Jesus Christ due to my respect for them, therefore the reader will need to carefully consider the context of each particular usage to understand to whom that usage refers.

·      Where the word “spirit” refers to God, I use an initial capital or upper-case “S” - Spirit. But when the word “spirit” refers to the gift of holy spirit, etc, I use a small or lower-case “s” - spirit.

·      Underlined text is used for the English word “but” when translated from the Greek word alla to show that it implies a strong contrast to that-which has just previously been stated, and/or to strengthen a command.

·      Underlined text is used for the singular form of the word “you” to distinguish it from the plural form of the word “you” which is not underlined.

·      Underlined text is also used for emphasis.

·      In order to communicate the fullness of the emphasis when the Greek definite article is repeated both with the noun and its adjective - for example: I Corinthians 15:4 the Greek is te hemera te trite, which literally means “the day the third” – I translate it as “the day, the third (day).”

·      Verbs in the “imperfect” tense are translated with the words “used-to” and then the meaning of the verb.

o  For example: “used-to teach” indicates that the one teaching spent time teaching, his action of teaching continued during a past time that is now finished for some reason, not that it was a quick one-time occurrence. The one teaching taught others taking time to teach, and he may have repeated his teaching at different times and in different ways. This tense is also used to historically describe past events relating what happened.

·      Verbs in the “perfect” tense are translated from Greek with a superscript number 2 immediately following the verb - for example: it was written2.

o  This tense indicates an action done during a past time and which has a present continuing result, meaning it is still the same at the time the verb was spoken or written. Therefore, this example could be translated as: it was written and continues written.

·      The noun “love1” or the verb “to love1” comes from the Greek word agape which is God’s kind of love.


When the Biblical writers wrote, there were no punctuation marks, no chapter or verse divisions indicated, etc, as we see them today in many of our English Bible translations and versions. Therefore we must read the whole context of each particular passage of Scripture for thought-content to more clearly understand the truth of what has been written.

Also, the original language was not English, and therefore when I may write that the writer said or wrote such and such, please understand that the writer actually spoke and wrote in the original language the equivalent to that-which I state in the English language to the best of my knowledge.

I recommend that while reading this book, you also have your usual Bible and Biblical study materials open, so as to compare verses and gain greater understanding of the truth of God’s Word.
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John 4:23 and 24:

	TBS:

.23but (the) hour comes and now is when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for even the Father seeks-after the people-of-this-kind worshipping Him.

.24God (is) Spirit, and it is necessary (for) the (people) worshipping Him to worship in spirit and truth.

	KJV:

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 



In verse 24, Jesus said that God is Spirit. God Himself has the consistency and constitution of spirit, His essence and realm of power, authority, and action is spirit.

God is not flesh, He is not a human-being – but He is Spirit, a Spirit-Being.

Therefore, it is necessary for the people who are worshipping God to worship within the sphere of action of spirit and truth.

We who are Christians can worship God by means of the spirit of Christ in us – with our words and actions being in agreement with God our Father. We pay homage to God by demonstrating great honor to Him. We are ready to obey Him. We are reverential and willing to serve in submission to Him.

We worship God because of Who He is and what He emanates.

Back to top
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Genesis 1:1:

	TBS:

1:1In (the) beginning God made the heaven and the earth.

	KJV:

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 



The Book of Genesis opens by summarizing the beginning in relation to mankind (human-beings).

God is the One Who created the heaven and the earth – it was not a “big bang” or some other theory, nor did mankind create the only true God. What is written in the Bible is the truth.

On the sixth day of creation, God gave life to mankind. This event is recorded in two parts because God gave mankind two kinds of life: spirit and soul.

Genesis 1:27:

	TBS:

.27and God made the man, according to God’s image He made him (male and female He made them).

	KJV:

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 



God made the man according to His image by placing spirit inside of the man. The male and the female received spirit life. This spirit enabled them to live their lives behaving like God.

The details of the physical creation of mankind are provided in Genesis chapter 2, and let us read verse 7:

Genesis 2:7:

	TBS:

.7and God molded the man, dust from the earth, and He breathed-in into his face a blowing of life and the man became into a soul living; 

	KJV:

7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.



God molded (formed) the first human-being from the dust taken from the earth (as a potter makes his earthenware vessel) and God breathed out from Himself onto the human-being as infusing him with a blowing of life (a breathing that is life, making him alive).

God gave the man two kinds of life:


1.      spirit (which is the same kind of life that God has)

2.     and soul (breath life, physical life so that his fleshy body could move, speak, think, etc).
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	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Names of God

[image: ]


God makes Himself known to mankind in words and actions, such as by the names recorded in the Bible that refer to God.

The following table contains some of the names used to describe God in the Bible. These help us to know and understand God’s essence and character.

	Name

in English

	Hebrew /

Greek

	Explanation and Emphasis

	Bible Reference Examples

	God

	Elohim /

Theos

	the Creator in relation to His creations – emphasizing God’s superiority in all words and actions

	Genesis 1:1


	Spirit

	Ruach /

Pneuma

	the One whose consistency and constitution is Spirit

	Genesis 1:2;

John 4:24


	God

	El

	the One Who is totally strong, having all strength, every superiority and dominion in exerted force, almighty in relation to whom He has created

	Psalm 18:32


	God Almighty

	El Shaddai

	emphasizing God’s strength from/with which He gracefully provides what is needed to/for His people, and to/for the rest of His host of beings

	Job 27:11


	Highest, Most-High

	Elyon

	God Who is the Most-High, Highest, the most elevated, the most exalted

	Psalm 91:1


	God the Highest, Most-High

	El Elyon

	emphasizing God’s total supremacy, and giving or taking what belongs to Him to/from whom He intends

	Genesis 14:18


	Eternal God

	El Olam

	emphasizing God’s everlasting life; He exists during the past, present, and future time that cannot be limited or calculated by mankind

	Genesis 21:33


	God Being

	Ahiah

	God continues being, existing without an end

	Exodus 3:14


	Lord /

Master

	Jah

	this title is a contracted form of Jehovah in connection with salvation

	Psalm 68:4


	Lord

	Jehovah (Yahweh) /

Kurios

	God continues being in His covenant relationship with mankind whom He created / the Greek word emphasizes and confirms the validity and authenticity of God’s lordship, dominion and authority, plus the respectful submission due to Him

	Exodus 6:3


	
	Jehovah -

Jireh

	emphasizing that the Lord sees and therefore provides

	Genesis 22:14


	
	Jehovah -

Rapha

	emphasizing that the Lord heals

	Exodus 15:26


	
	Jehovah -

Nissi

	emphasizing that the Lord protects and avenges, the One Whose name is held high as a banner

	Exodus 17:15


	
	Jehovah -

Mekaddishkem

	emphasizing that the Lord makes holy, sanctifies

	Exodus 31:13


	
	Jehovah -

Shalom

	emphasizing that the Lord is our peace

	Judges 6:24


	
	Jehovah -

Zidkenu

	emphasizing that the Lord is our righteousness

	Jeremiah 23:6


	
	Jehovah -

Shammah

	emphasizing that the Lord is present

	Ezekiel 48:35


	
	Jehovah -

Roi

	emphasizing that the Lord is my shepherd

	Psalm 23:1


	
	Jehovah -

Sabaoth

	emphasizing that the Lord has abilities – the Lord of hosts, armies

	Isaiah 1:9;

Romans 9:29


	Lord

	Adon

	this title emphasizes the Lord God’s rulership within the sphere of action of His domain

	Psalm 8:1


	
God is...

	
	
	

	Light

	Phos

	He is absolute light and He emanates His light outwards – no spirit or person can force its / his / her way into God’s light

	I Timothy 6:16;

I John 1:5


	Love

	Agape

	His quality and essence includes His love – emphasizing that He does what He says, His Word, in agreement with His intention in His kingdom

	I John 4:8 and 16


	Happy and Only Able

	Makarios kai

Monos Dunastes

	He is continuing in happiness, well-being and contentment,

and only He is capable, He alone is the God Who has ability

	I Timothy 6:15


	King of the ones reigning as kings

	Basileus ton basileuonton

	the Royal Ruler, Sovereign, Monarch, having royal dominion and government and rule and territory and power over those who are kings of their own specific kingdoms by exercising their kingship – God is the King of the ones reigning as kings and these include the Lord Jesus Christ

	I Timothy 6:15


	Lord of the ones lording

	Kurios ton kurieuonton

	the Master Who exercises His dominion and authority over those who are lords of their own specific area of lordship by exercising their lordship – God is the Lord of the ones lording and these include the Lord Jesus Christ

	I Timothy 6:15


	Father

	Pater

	the Father of those whom He fathered – emphasizing the sonship relationship with God by those who have received holy spirit life from God;

Christians have received the spirit of Christ in us and God is the Father of His son, the Lord Jesus Christ;

the significance of God being the Father in relation to Christians is that we are in God’s family

	Romans 1:7;

II Corinthians 6:18;

Ephesians 1:2


	Alpha and Omega

	Alpha kai

O

	the Beginning, First One

and the End, Completion, Last, Final One

	Revelation 1:8



The resurrected Christ Jesus evidences Who God was during the old covenant, and Who God is during the new covenant of spirit that is in force today.

Since the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts chapter 2, Christ fills us with his own fullness. It is via the spirit of Christ in us that we receive all spiritual blessings (refer to Ephesians 1:3 and 23) and we can evidence the accomplishments of Christ Jesus our Lord, such as:


o   provision

o   health

o   protection

o   holiness

o   peace

o   righteousness

o   we are in God’s presence in the heavenlies with Christ

o   we are shepherded by Christ who is the chief shepherd

o   we are in the one spiritual body of Christ

o   we have the authority and ability of Christ

o   we are victorious in the kingdom of God and of Christ.


Everyone in God’s family can receive empowerment and we can be transformed because we are in the kingdom of God.

Back to top

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Whom did Jesus consider to be his family?
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Matthew 12:49 and 50: 

	TBS:

.49And having stretched-out his hand on his learning-disciples he said, “Look!, my mother and my brothers;

.50for he-who ever may do the intention of my Father, the (Father) in (the) heavens, he is my brother and sister and mother.”

	KJV:

49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!

50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.



Some people were telling Jesus that his biological family was outside of the room where he was speaking to his disciples and they wanted him to come outside to them.

But Jesus answered by telling them exactly whom he considered to be his family:


·        he who ever may do the intention (will) of my Father,

o   the Father in the heavens (referring to his Father Who is in heaven – his Father in the spirit realm Who is God),

·        he himself is my brother and sister and mother.


From Jesus’ point of view, his family consisted of his Father Who is God located in heaven, plus those who do God’s will – but the fact of being related biologically, or being a male or a female, was not a consideration.

It is the same today – after the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ – because only those who do God’s will become members of God’s family.

Back to top
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How to become a member of God’s family today
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Romans 10:8-10:

	TBS:

.8(b)...This is the spoken-matter of the belief which we herald-forth

.9that if-ever you may express-agreement in your mouth (regarding the) Lord Jesus Christ and you may believe in your heart that God raised him up from dead-people

you will be saved;

.10for in (the) heart it is believed into righteousness and in (the) mouth agreement-is-expressed into salvation. 

	KJV:

8(b) ...that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.



The word of faith, which refers to the information that someone must believe in order to become saved to God, is – if it should happen at any time that (whether you are old or young, a male or a female, married or single, a child or a youth)...


·        you would express agreement in your mouth (agree in your words or communication, the open expression of your complete accord)

o   regarding the Lord Jesus Christ (that your new Master is Jesus who is the Christ, the Anointed-one)

·        and you would believe in your heart (have faith within the center or core of your being)

o   that God raised him up from among those who remain dead (Jesus is not dead anymore – he is alive because God raised him up giving him life)

·        you will be saved (made safe to God from sins and their consequences, from destruction);


...for (in truth, because in explanation)...


·        in the heart it is believed (a person believes what God says to be true to/for himself within the center or core of his being)

o   into righteousness (God’s righteousness, the justness that God makes available via the Lord Jesus Christ)

·        and in the mouth agreement is expressed (a person declares his agreement with what God says to be true to/for himself by the words he speaks)

o   into salvation (God’s salvation, the safety that God makes available via the Lord Jesus Christ).


These verses declare the only way that any member of mankind, a human-being, can be saved becoming righteous in God’s viewpoint today.

God will save a person by means of the Lord Jesus Christ in accordance with what He said (also refer to Acts 15:7-9, and Romans 8:27).

Therefore, when someone believes what is written, which includes doing what is written in verse 9, God gives this person eternal holy spirit-life, which is the spirit of Christ, and thus he or she becomes a child of God – a member of God’s family.

The Book of Acts chapter 2 has another passage of Scripture that describes how to be saved by receiving the gift of holy spirit.

Acts 2:32, 33, 38 and 39:

	TBS:

.32“this Jesus, God resurrected of whom we all are witnesses, .33therefore having been heightened to the right-side of God and having received the promise of the spirit, the holy (spirit), from the Father, he poured-out this which you observe and hear.”

...

.38And Peter (said) towards them, “You must repent and each of you must be baptized on the name of Jesus Christ into (the) dismissal of your sins and you will receive the free-gift of the holy spirit,

.39for the promise is to you and to your children and to all the (people) into distant-places as-many-as ever (the) Lord our God may call-towards-Himself,” 

	KJV:

32 This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

...

38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.



Peter said that when someone repents (changes his or her mind to what Peter was saying at that time about the resurrected Christ)...


·        then that person is baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (which refers to being immersed or surrounded in/by Christ – the authority and ability of the resurrected Jesus who is the Christ)

·        and thereby that person receives the free-gift of the holy spirit from God by means of the Lord Jesus Christ (which is holy spirit-life, the spirit of Christ).


Peter gave people the opportunity to receive remission of their sins and to receive the free-gift of holy spirit, just as Peter and the other eleven had received earlier that morning (refer to Acts 2:1-4).
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What is the gift of holy spirit that people receive?
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Colossians 1:26-28:

	TBS:

.26the mystery, the (mystery) having been hidden-away2 from the ages and from the generations, but now it was manifested to His holy-people

.27to whom God intended to make-known what (is) the wealth of the glory of this mystery in the Gentiles which is

‘Christ in you, the hope of the glory’

.28whom we message admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom in order that we may present every man complete in Christ.

	KJV:

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is

Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 



Paul writes that the mystery (secret) that was hidden away (completely or fully concealed and protected by God)...


·        from the ages (which began for mankind when God put His gracious plan of redemption and salvation into active motion, as recorded in Genesis 3:15 and then He expelled mankind from Paradise the same day)

·        and from the generations (when older generations of mankind were alive, from the fall of mankind),


...but now (at the present time)...


·        this mystery was manifested (caused to be evidenced, brought to light, shown forth)

·        to God’s “saints” (referring to Christians, holy-people, sanctified-people, people who have received the gift of holy spirit)


...to whom God intended (willed with His active volition and desire) to make personally known what is (the details involved in)...


·        the wealth of the glory (the richness of the importance, splendor, renown)

·        of this mystery (specific secret)

·        among the Gentiles (people of the Gentile background, nations other-than Israel/Judah, from other ethnic groups or tribes, but who became Christians when they believed and received the gift of holy spirit),

·        which is ‘Christ in you (the spirit of Christ is within you Christians; this emphasizes that it is the same spirit as the resurrected Christ received from God when God raised him up alive from being dead, giving him his new heavenly spiritual body – the spirit of the resurrected Anointed-one is inside of your physical bodies right now),

o   the hope (hope is what God gives all Christians to expect to come to pass in the future)

o   of the glory (the importance, splendor, renown in manifestation, evidence, as an exhibition, demonstration, or illustration – we have this hope because we have received the spirit of Christ in us).’


The spirit of Christ is alive in our physical human bodies (refer also to II Corinthians 4:7).
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Had they known!
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I Corinthians 2:6-10:

	TBS:

.6But we utter-forth wisdom among complete-people, but wisdom not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, the (rulers) being rendered-ineffective,

.7but we utter-forth God’s wisdom in a mystery, the (wisdom) having been hidden-away2, which God marked-out-definitely-beforehand before the ages into our glory,

.8which not-one of the rulers of this age knew

for if they knew they did not ever crucify the Lord of glory,

.9but according as it was written2, “Which-things eye did not see and ear did not hear, and it did not ascend on (the) heart of man which-things God prepared for the (people) loving1 Him,”

.10for God revealed (them) to us by means of the spirit, for the spirit searches all-things, even the deep-things of God. 

	KJV:

6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew:

for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.



Paul writes that he and those with him speak God’s wisdom, which is contained within a mystery (a secret) – this wisdom was hidden away (completely or fully concealed and protected by God).

Not-one (none, not even one!) of the rulers of this age (the ones being chief, who are in first-placed or dignified-hierarchical positions during this age, whether they are people or spirits) had personal knowledge about this wisdom containing the mystery...


·        for if they had known –

·        then they would never have crucified the Lord of glory (referring to the Lord Jesus Christ who has been made glorious by God after his resurrection from being dead).


The things involved in God’s wisdom (God’s skillful or expert application of God’s personal knowledge, the most appropriate action done by God concerning mankind)...


·        are according as it was written and continues written (as part of the old covenant writings; refer to Isaiah 64:4):

·        “The things which an eye did not see (any eye, the organ of sight did not see to the end of perceiving and knowing these things with the mind)

·        and an ear did not hear (any ear, the organ of hearing did not hear words spoken),

·        and it did not go upwards onto the heart of man (it did not arise in any man’s heart, figuratively referring to the center or core of mankind’s being, the seat of his whole personal self and life)

o   the things that God prepared (made ready)

o   for the people who are loving1 Him (loving God with His kind of love).”


But – God revealed these things to us (He uncovered them, as removing a veil or covering and thus He exposed the information that was previously hidden regarding these things to us who are Christians)...


·        by means of the spirit (through the gift of holy spirit that we have received),

o   for the spirit searches all-things (the spirit tracks or traces, as a child traces a picture or drawing from a book by using semitransparent tracing paper and a pencil – the spirit searches everything, all these things),

o   what things? – the deep-things of God (the thoughts of great purpose and importance which had been hidden away deep within God).


God is the only One Who knew these things because He did not previously make His own thoughts regarding these plans known to any person or to any other spirit. The knowledge of the things that God has prepared for those who Godly-love Him – were only tracked by God Himself.

God’s plans could not be searched no matter what method or procedure the devil or any of mankind may have tried to use in their investigation.

Since the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts chapter 2 – instead of there being only one man (Jesus Christ) with the power that he had before he was crucified literally walking on the earth – now there are a lot of Christians with the power of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ within us literally walking on the earth, and Christ himself is seated at God’s right-hand side in the heavenlies (refer to Ephesians 1:20-23).
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Not revealed to old covenant prophets or to angels
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I Peter 1:3-12:

	TBS:

.3Blessed (is) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the (God) having begotten us upwardly according to His much mercy into a living hope by means of (the) resurrection of Jesus Christ from dead-people,

.4into an inheritance incorruptible and unstained and unfading, having been kept2 in (the) heavens into you,

.5the (people) being guarded in God’s ability by means of belief into salvation prepared to be revealed in (the) last time;

.6in which you must exult if being necessary now a little-while having been caused-sorrow in variegated temptations .7in order that the sure-proof of your belief – much-more-priced of gold, the (gold) being destroyed but being proved by means of fire – may be found into praise and glory and honor in (the) revelation of Jesus Christ, .8whom not having seen you love1, into whom now not seeing but believing you exult with joy unutterable and having been glorified2, .9bringing-to-yourselves the completion of the belief – salvation of (your) souls;

.10concerning which salvation prophets sought-out and searched-out, the (prophets) having prophesied concerning the grace into you, .11searching into what or what-kind-of time the spirit in them used-to make-clear of Christ witnessing-beforehand the sufferings into Christ and the glories after these (sufferings),

.12to whom it was revealed that not to themselves but to you these (sufferings and glories) used-to minister, which now were announced to you by means of the (holy-people) having good-messaged (to) you in holy spirit having been apostled from heaven, into which angels intensely-yearn to bend-alongside. 

	KJV:

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:

7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.



In verse 5, Peter writes that we are being guarded in God’s ability by means of belief into salvation prepared to be revealed in the last time. In this context, the “last time” refers to the season of time in which we all live currently, which began on the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts chapter 2, while Christians await the Lord’s presence. Today, we are living in the last time and we have received salvation by means of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse 10 tells us that it is about the salvation of our souls (we have already been saved, even though we are still alive in the physical category as evidenced by breathing, we are living with the bodies of blood and flesh)...


·        that prophets sought-out (looked out, in the sense of looking for a response from God regarding it)

·        and searched-out (tracked or traced from the writings, the scrolls which recorded the words that God had previously revealed),

·        the prophets who prophesied (spoke forth God’s words being revealed to them concerning the past, present and/or future to, before, in front of a person or people)

o   concerning the grace into you (about the bestowing of unmerited favor for/directed to you, that is: the grace that you have already received),

·        searching into what time (what length this specific period of time would last to its fulfillment)

·        or what sort of time (what events, actions, etc, would be included during this season of time)

o   the spirit in them used to make clear (the spirit that God had placed inside of those prophets was making evident, plain for them to see during that past old covenant time)

o   of Christ (pertaining to the Anointed-one)


...witnessing beforehand about the sufferings into Christ (the experiences or things that would affect the Anointed-one during his life and ending in his death) and the glories after these sufferings (the truth that he would be made glorious by God)...


·        to whom it was revealed (it was uncovered to the old covenant prophets during their searching) that

o   not to themselves

o   but to you – these sufferings and glories used to minister,

·        which at the present time have already been announced to you

o   by means of (through) the Christians who have good-messaged (evangelized, preached the gospel) to you

o   in/by holy (sanctified) spirit, which has already been apostled from heaven (God has sent forth the gift of holy spirit from Himself via the Lord Jesus Christ on a specific mission or assignment; this holy spirit is the spirit of Christ),


...into which things angels intensely yearn to look into (they strongly desire bend alongside and see all that is involved regarding the present time, which is the interval of time between the sufferings of Christ and the glories of Christ).
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Christians make the wisdom of God known to angels
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Ephesians 3:7-12:

	TBS:

.7of-which I was caused-to-become a minister according to the free-gift of the grace of God, the (grace) having been given to me according to the in-working of His ability,

.8to me the more-least of all-people this grace was given to good-message to the Gentiles the un-trackable wealth of the Christ

.9and to lighten all-people what (is) the stewardship of the mystery, the (mystery) having been hidden-away2 from the ages in God, the (One) having created all-things,

.10in order that the much-variegated wisdom of God now may be made-known to the rulerships and to the authorities in the heavenlies by means of the church

.11according to (the) purpose of the ages which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

.12in whom we have the boldness and access in persuasion by means of the belief of him

	KJV:

7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.

8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,

11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:

12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.



In verse 10, Paul writes that the purpose of being given the grace to preach the gospel was so that...


·        the manifold wisdom of God (the big amount of various evidences of God’s wisdom regarding the mystery)

·        would now (at the present time) be made personally known

·        to the rulerships (those in the chief, first-placed or dignified-hierarchical positions)

·        and to the authorities (those with authoritative powers, permitted rights)

o   in the heavenlies (referring to God’s spirit realm, His kingdom, His heavenly realm)

·        by means of the church (through the assembly of all Christians, the one spiritual body of Christ; refer to Ephesians 1:23).


Not even the angels knew about this mystery before it was revealed by God to the resurrected Christ first.

Then Christ poured out the gift of holy spirit on the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts chapter 2, and as the church evidences this spirit of Christ – the mystery is being made known.
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The spirit of Christ dwells in members of God’s family
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Romans 8:9-11:

	TBS:

.9But you are not in flesh but in spirit since-indeed (the) spirit of God dwells in you; but if someone does not have (the) spirit of Christ, this person is not His;

.10but since Christ (dwells) in you, the body indeed (is) dead because-of sin but the spirit (is) life because-of righteousness;

.11and since the spirit of the (One) having raised-up Jesus from dead-people dwells in you, the (One) having raised-up Christ from dead-people will make-alive also your mortal bodies by means of His spirit indwelling in you. 

	KJV:

9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 



The actions that Christians perform in agreement with the spirit of Christ in us, affect the flesh realm and the spirit realm. We are not limited to the flesh – because we have received the gift of holy spirit from God by means of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christians are in spirit – within the sphere of action of spirit – since it is a fact that the spirit of God dwells in you (the spirit proceeding from God inhabits or houses within you). The phrase “spirit of God” emphasizes that God is the originator of this spirit.

But if someone does not have the spirit of Christ (anyone who has not received the spirit that the resurrected Christ shares with those who make him their Lord) – this person is not His (does not belong to God and therefore also does not belong to Christ). This person is not a member of God’s family.

But since Christ dwells in you (Christians) – indeed, the fleshy body is dead (lifeless, it has no life in itself) on account of sin (deadness of the physical body is the consequence or result of sin against God)...


·        but the spirit is life (it is holy spirit-life in you, the spiritual life originating from God by means of Christ and it lives inside of you – you are alive)

·        on account of righteousness (life is the consequence or result of justness – the righteousness from God that we received when we first believed regarding the Lord Jesus Christ; refer to Romans 10:8-10);


...and since the spirit from the One (God) – Who has raised Jesus up alive out from being among the rest of the dead-people – dwells in you, at a future time He will make alive also your mortal bodies (God will give life also to your current fleshy bodies that are liable to death) by means of His spirit indwelling in you (inhabiting, housing within all Christians).

The phrase “spirit of Christ” emphasizes that the spirit that God gave is the spirit of Christ – it is the same spirit as the resurrected Christ, the Anointed-one – because Christ shares the holy spirit-life from his heavenly spiritual body with all who believe and have made him their Lord.

All Christians have received the spirit of Christ in us (refer to Acts 2:1-4 and 32-39; Romans 1:3 and 4, 10:8-10; Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 1:27).
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What is the spirit of Christ?
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Romans 1:3 and 4:

	TBS:

.3concerning His son – the (son) having come-into-being from (the) seed of David according to (the) flesh,

.4the (son) having been marked-out-definitely: God’s son in ability according to (the) spirit of holiness from (the) resurrection of dead-people – Jesus Christ our Lord. 

	KJV:

3 Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh;

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:



God’s good-message (gospel) is about His son who is the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is heir to the throne of King David, plus heir to all that the first man, Adam, was to have, which included dominion over the earth.

Jesus Christ was dead but now he is alive because he received his new heavenly spiritual body when God his Father caused him to rise up alive from being dead, and now he stays alive.

The essence of Christ’s spiritual body is holiness – he is completely holy (sanctified, set apart for God) and he corresponds to the essence of God Himself Who is Holy Spirit (refer to Leviticus 11:44, 19:2, 20:26; John 4:24; I Peter 1:15 and 16).

Christ became God’s son permanently at the time of his resurrection, and consequently he inherits everything that the firstborn son should inherit from his Father.

Christ is God’s son and he is active with ability – he is capable of doing everything that his Father asks him to do.
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The Lord is the spirit
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II Corinthians 3:17 and 18:

	TBS:

.17but the Lord is the spirit, and where the spirit of (the) Lord (is, there is) freedom,

.18and we, with (our) face having been uncovered2, reflect-from-ourselves the glory of (the) Lord, the (people) transforming the same image from glory into glory, fully-as from (the) Lord (who is) spirit.

	KJV:

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 



The Lord Jesus Christ is the spirit of the new covenant, and...


·        where the spirit of the Lord is,

·        there is freedom (liberty).


Christians, who behave according to this holy spirit-life in them, reflect or mirror the glory of the Lord outwards (his importance, splendor, renown in manifestation, evidence, as an exhibition, demonstration, or illustration).
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