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A Brief Psychological Portrait of the American Southern White Elite Planter Class


DEFINITION OF SLAVEHOLDER

If a person “owns” or “holds” another person as property; as chattel; as a forced, bound laborer, the identified owner is, by definition, a slaveholder, an enslaver. It ultimately does not matter if the number of enslaved held is one or one thousand. Enslavement of people by force has been part of human history for thousands of years. The antebellum southern slave master, however, was special. The South’s enslavement industry was based on skin color and the ownership of humans as property. It was the South’s peculiar institution. This book paints the psychological portrait of a special group of white slave-holders—the majority male—in the South, portrayed through a window of about thirty-one years, 1830 through 1861—a group who saw themselves as the South’s ruling class. As historian James Oakes succinctly stated: “The slaveholders were a ruling class if ever there was one, but they justified their power by defining themselves as a superior race.”1

So, there we begin. An elite group of southern white men and women who positioned themselves as the ruling class based on assumed racial (read: racist) superiority. As Oakes pointed out, slavery was their means of “upward mobility”; he added, “The ownership of slaves became for many immigrants the single most important symbol of their success in the New World, although few of them ever participated in the economy of the large plantation.”2 I will not go into much detail or analysis of the typical southern slaveholder, the small yeoman farmer or city dweller who enslaved but a few people. The important point is that owning an enslaved person became a status symbol for white folks. The status achieved by the slaveholder was far from simply being symbolic. The enslaved were property. They had a monetary value attached to them. As historian Bruce Levine put it: “Slaves were by far the most valuable properties one could own in the southern states.”3

Although the term “slave master” is commonly used to describe slave-holders, the term “master” was not just reserved for slaveholders, for this appellation had a wider usage. As historian Stephanie McCurry pointed out, the term “master,” in the realm of property rights in the low country of South Carolina, attached not only to planters, but adult freemen, who were masters of their households no matter the size of their landholdings. McCurry also emphasized that it was not uncommon for a slave-based plantation to be physically adjacent to a nonslaveholding gentleman farmer’s legally owned property. Conflict between these elite planters and the white yeoman farmers sometimes would erupt when the yeoman would trade goods with the planter’s enslaved people. Over time, the “politically pivotal” yeoman became the white majority, but not the region’s majority, for that was Black.4 In 1850, for example, the Black population of the low country in South Carolina was 70 percent of the total population.5 This statistic stands out as being significant, because it means that the 30 percent of whites in the South Carolina low country somehow had to accommodate themselves to the psychological effects this Black/white ratio had on them. I make the argument in chapter 7 that whites would have to pretend they were comfortable being surrounded by so many enslaved people.




DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS

Summarizing the research of a number of slavery historians, the following section offers a broad look at the “generic” American slaveholder. Oakes offered the following sketch of the slaveholder: “A statistical portrait of typicality can provide the basis for a fuller examination of the patterns of slaveholding in America. The average slaveholder was forty-four years old, most likely male, still more likely white. Whatever his ethnic heritage, by 1850 he was almost always native-born, and more than nine times out of ten he was born in the South.”6

Let me be clear about these statistics. Although by 1850, Marse was most likely native born in the South, prior to 1850, from the beginning of our nation, there were many slaveholders keeping Africans in bondage in many other parts of the country, most particularly in the Northeast. By the late seventeenth century, enslaved individuals could be found in every American colony. American slavery specialist Peter Kolchin noted, “As late as 1790, about one household in five in New York City owned slaves.”7

Oakes continued,


The average slaveholding was eight or nine [individuals], but the typical master owned fewer than that. The median value of the slaveholder’s land was just under three thousand dollars. Eighty percent of the time his chief employment was in agriculture, either as a farmer, planter, or overseer. The only surprise in all of this is that the middle-aged white farmer with perhaps a handful of slaves quickly disappeared from the history books, replaced by a plantation legend that bears little resemblance to historical reality.8



Oakes, of course, bridged by reference to the elite “planter class” stereotype plantation owner. Although there is some risk in promoting a stereotypical image of the wealthy, white planter, he did exist. As we shall see, it was the number of enslaved people held by the enslaver that will fill in the portrait of the planter caste.

It is important to keep in perspective that most Southerners did not own slaves. As historian Kenneth Stampp pointed out, “In 1860, there were in the South 385,000 owners of slaves distributed among 1,516,000 free families. Nearly three-fourths of all free Southerners had no connection with slavery through either family ties or direct ownership. The ‘typical’ Southerner was not only a small farmer but also a nonslaveholder.”9 Bruce Levine added to the slaveholder portrait, “The typical master owned between four and six slaves.” They were, however,


considerably less wealthy than those masters who owned at least twenty enslaved people. Only one out of eight southern masters belonged to this group—some forty-six thousand in total. But as a group, they controlled more than half of all the South’s enslaved population and an even larger share of its total agricultural wealth. Some planters were far richer than others. The true planter aristocracy embraced ten thousand families that enslaved fifty or more people apiece.10



Stampp concurred with Levine: “The planter aristocracy was limited to some ten thousand families who lived off the labor of more than fifty slaves. The extremely wealthy families who owned more than a hundred slaves numbered less than three thousand, a tiny fraction of the southern population.”11

Historian James Roark offered slightly different numbers: “On the eve of the Civil War, the planter class numbered about forty-three thousand Southerners, more than 90 per cent of whom were male and almost all of whom were white.”12 These data would also suggest that the female elite planters—the “mistresses”—were approximately forty-three hundred in number (10 percent). In spite of these statistics, it is the legendary, archetypal image of Marse that we almost automatically see in our mind’s eye when the term “slave master” is spoken. Granted, it’s a stereotype; yet he lived.




CLASS STRUCTURE

Not surprisingly, the enslavers had their own intraclass structure or hierarchy. Historians placed planter-slaveholders into three distinct categories, descriptions that are based on multiple factors, including number of enslaved held, size and number of plantations, farms, or other bound labor-based endeavors, location, soil, products, cultural influences (including family and country of origin history), status of the slaveholder, net worth, and the sheer economics of the enslaver’s enterprises.

At the bottom of the American southern slaveholding world were small-scale yeoman farmers who relied mostly on family labor (often including the enslaver himself) and indentured European servants (i.e., bound migrants). By definition, a yeoman was “a person who own[ed] and cultivate[d] a small farm; one belonging to a class of English freeholders below the gentry.”13 These farmers probably held five or fewer enslaved individuals. Many Europeans paid their way to the colonies by becoming indentured servants. After an indentured servant reached his or her term of service—as a general rule, a term of seven years—the small-scale southern farmer might purchase Black Africans as labor replacements. The ownership of an enslaved person or two was common among wealthier city or town dwellers. The enslaved individual owned by a city-dwelling lawyer, minister, or banker might be called by different labels—such as “servant,” “waitingman,” “right-hand man,” “valet,” or “personal body servant”—but the enslaved person was still “enslaved”: namely, “a person held in servitude as the chattel of another.”14

On the next upward rung on the slaveholder hierarchy was the so-called planter class. The word “planter” obviously derives from the same root as “plantation,” but it would be an error to assume that all members of the planter class owned or lived on plantations. “Planter” is more accurately associated with the activity of planting an agriculture product of some type or engaged in some type of farming, such as a dairy farm. The word “planter” is generally agreed upon by historians to categorize slaveholders by the numbers of persons enslaved and the circumstances in which they lived. “Planter” also referred to a person who planted crops. It was a synonym for farmer. In the first book of the Old Testament, the book of Genesis, Noah is described as a “planter” (Gen 9:20). Noah’s central role in forging the American white southern planter class is described in detail in chapter 6.

Technically, a yeoman farmer with two or three enslaved people who planted and grew crops could call himself a planter, but the historiography of southern slavery has established that admission to the planter class was awarded when a slaveholder acquired a minimum of twenty slaves. Oakes wrote, “To own twenty slaves in 1860 was to be among the wealthiest men in America, easily within the top five percent of southern white families. Barely one in twenty slaveholders owned that many bondsmen, and not one in a hundred southern white families was headed by such a man.”15 As an example, “[i]n the eighteenth century, the wealthiest Virginia planters usually owned several estates, their home plantations averaging three thousand acres and eighty slaves. The median value of their taxable property was nearly 25,000 pounds.”16

Historian Chalmers Davidson used thirty slaves held as the cutoff for proper designation of a slaveholder into this “planter class,”17 as does Peter Kolchin, although the latter argues for a more relaxed categorizing, saying that there probably was not much difference between a slaveholder with twelve slaves and one with twenty, he advocated for maintaining “the distinction between a ‘farmer’ (with few or no slaves) and a ‘planter’ (with many).”18 Bruce Levine stated that the federal Census Bureau reserved the term “planter” for a master who owned at least twenty slaves.19




PLANTER REDEFINED

Although many slavery historians credit the federal Census Bureau as establishing that the term “planter” was to be reserved for slaveholders who owed twenty or more slaves, I was unable to confirm this. Thomas Cole, a colleague, reported that based on his reading of the US Index of Census Questions, the Census never defined “planter” as someone who owned at least twenty enslaved people. Describing the information gleaned from the instructions given to census takers, he summarized, “The population censuses from 1790 to 1860 asked for the number of slaves in a household and sometimes their ages. The slave schedules of the 1850 and 1860 census collected information about the name of the slave owner and the number, sex, age, and color of the persons he or she held as slaves. One can count the number of slaves belonging to an individual owner, but the Census did not record or use that number.” Further, by analyzing how the term “planter” was used, Cole examined the 1850 census of a sample county—Barnwell County, South Carolina—which showed nine families listed on the first page of the census, and the heads of all [nine] of the households “identified as ‘planter,’” even though the data recorded, Cole noted, “showed that two did not own slaves at all and that the others owned between 1 and 14 slaves.” This suggested the term was used by farmers and the census taker to describe their profession, occupation, or trade, and did not relate the term to the number of slaves held. Ten years later (in 1860) these heads of these same families described themselves as “farmers.” There does exist a non-census source where holding twenty enslaved people was significant: the Second Conscription Law, passed by the Confederate States of America in 1862, exempted one man from military service in a household for every twenty enslaved people the family held. Scholars since then have used the twenty-slave threshold to analyze the planter class.20

Historian Jane Turner Censer used the number seventy to refer to planters in her analysis of enslavers in southern states.21 Censer’s number appears to be an outlier. As stated above, even though the defining number of enslaved required to be a part of the planter class appears to vary, the majority of researchers and historians agree that the minimum number is between twenty and thirty. Twenty to thirty people held in bondage is but the floor; as we shall see, there developed in the South an elite class with slaveholding numbers that hit a very high ceiling.

At the top of the slave master pyramid was the “elite”: This term is reserved for very wealthy, large-scale enslavers. Addressing this elite class of slaveholders, Levine stated, “The true planter aristocracy embraced ten thousand families that owned fifty or more slaves apiece.”22 Stampp stated that the truly wealthy slaveholding families—fewer than three thousand overall—enslaved more than a hundred people. Historian William Kauffman Scarborough identified a top-tier level of the
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Adaptive and Maladaptive Slaveholder Psychological Defense Mechanisms1

EIGHT COMMON TYPES OF ADAPTIVE DEFENSE MECHANISMS

Type one contains eight psychological defenses considered to be highly adaptive and positive. They facilitate the relatively mentally healthy person’s interactions with others and society. These adaptive defenses are:


	Anticipation: The individual appropriately thinks through his possible emotional reactions to future events and considers alternative responses or solutions.

	Affiliation: The individual seeks help or support from others.

	Altruism: The individual dedicates himself to helping others.

	Humor: The individual emphasizes the humor or irony of the situation.

	Self-assertion: The individual communicates his or her thoughts and feelings in a direct, noncoercive, nonmanipulative way.

	Self-observation: The individual reflects on his or her internal thoughts and feelings and responds appropriately.

	Sublimation: The individual puts his or her potentially maladaptive feelings or behavioral impulses into appropriate, socially acceptable behavior.

	Suppression: The individual intentionally avoids thinking about disturbing issues.



TWENTY-THREE TYPES OF COMMON MALADAPTIVE DEFENSE MECHANISMS

The second type contains twenty-three psychological defenses that are mal-adaptive, either by their very nature, or emerge out of the decline or compromise of one or more of the individual’s adaptive defenses (e.g., a self-assertive individual becomes a bully). These twenty-three defenses are clustered under six categorical descriptors of levels—degrees of severity—of functioning. If they were shown on a Likert scale, level 1—“compromised”—would be at position one on the left end, with level 6—“failure”—escalated at number six on the right end.


1 Compromised—2 Minor Image-Distorting—3 Disavowal—4 Major Image-Distorting—5 Behavioral Action—6 Failure



Maladaptive Defense Mechanisms


	A “Compromised” Level

	a) Displacement: The individual transfers a feeling about another person or object onto a different, less threatening person or object.

	b) Dissociation: The individual’s usually integrated functions of consciousness, memory, perception of self or the environment break down.

	c) Intellectualization: The individual excessively uses abstract thinking or making generalizations to control threatening issues.

	d) Isolation of affect: The individual separates thoughts from feelings originally held about something and loses touch with the original feelings that accompanied an event.

	e) Reaction formation: The individual substitutes diametrically opposed behavior, thoughts, and feelings in response to his or her unacceptable thoughts or feelings.

	f) Repression: The individual dispels or banishes his or her disturbing wishes, thoughts, or experiences from conscious awareness.

	g) Undoing: The individual says things or acts in ways that are designed to negate or make amends symbolically for his or her unacceptable thoughts, feelings, or actions.





	A “Minor, Image-Distorting” Level

	a) Devaluation: The individual attributes exaggerated negative qualities to self or others.

	b) Idealization: The individual attributes exaggerated positive qualities to others.2

	c) Omnipotence: The individual acts as if he or she has special powers or abilities that are superior to others.





	A “Disavowal” Level

	a) Denial: The individual refuses to acknowledge some painful aspect of external reality or subjective experience.

	b) Projection: The individual falsely attributes his own unacceptable feelings, thoughts, or impulses to another person or group.3

	c) Rationalization: The individual conceals his or her own true motivations through the development of elaborate, self-serving, incorrect explanations.




	A “Major Image-Distorting” Level

	a) Autistic fantasy: The individual engages in excessive daydreaming as a substitute for human relationships, often leading to ineffective actions or inefficient problem-solving.

	b) Projective identification: Unlike simple projection, the individual remains aware of his or her unacceptable thoughts and feelings, but misattributes them as being justifiable reactions to the other person or group.

	c) Splitting of self-image or image of others: The individual experiences positive and negative feelings, thoughts, or impulses that are not integrated (i.e., a person might be all good for some period of time, and then become all bad).




	A Behavioral “Action” Level

	a) Acting out: This person acts with little to no input from his or her thoughts and feelings.

	b) Apathetic withdrawal: The individual, with little to no manifest feeling, withdraws from human interaction.

	c) Help-rejecting complaining: The individual simultaneously rejects offers of help in response to his or her chorus of ongoing complaints.

	d) Passive aggression: The individual expresses his or her anger at another person through indirect, unassertive ways. The passive-aggressive actions are typically accompanied with a facade of overt compliance.




	A “Failure” Level

	a) Delusional projection: The individual deceives himself or herself by projecting false beliefs onto another.

	b) Psychotic denial: The individual displays a gross impairment in reality testing by denying objective experiences.

	c) Psychotic distortion: The individual’s reality perceptions are bizarre.
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Psychological Defense Mechanisms

These eleven psychological defense mechanisms derive from an applied theory that certain individuals—the so-called elite masters—dedicated to the maintenance of a bound labor system that necessitated the subjugation, domination, control, and punishment of people who were perceived as less than human and who were to be held against their will for life would generate maladaptive psychological and behavioral responses in the masters. In other words, the identification of these eleven defense mechanisms is predicated on the straightforward assumption that slaveholding would naturally be stressful for the slaveholders, who in turn would develop defense mechanisms to control, deny, or mitigate their stresses and anxieties. These eleven defenses are to be differentiated from the application of the four common, frequently used maladaptive defenses—denial, projection, delusional projection, and rationalization—identified in appendix A.

The existence of southern chattel slavery created a unique context in which it seems reasonable to assume that American southern white male elite slaveholders would develop additional, contextually specific, idiosyncratic psychological defenses to counter internal and external stressors and threats which adhered to the institution of slavery. These eleven conditions are racist, enslavement-centric terms.

ELEVEN IDIOSYNCRATIC, SLAVERY-SPECIFIC SLAVE MASTER DEFENSE MECHANISMS


	Black stereotypes: This is a frequently and commonly applied defense used to simplify the categories of “types” of slaves.

	Self-deception: This mechanism allows the master to trick or fool himself about something in the context of slave management or slave relationships that is significant, but which he cannot or will not grasp as the true nature of the situation. Self-deception usually becomes self-destructive because it is initially built upon a false narrative.

	Splitting: This is a very primitive, unsophisticated mechanism used to transform complicated matters into simple categories. The individual slave master distorts or reduces his self-image, or complex events, circumstances, or other people—or entire groups or nations or races of people—into simple, either/or categories, such as “good” or “bad” and “good” or “evil.”

	A profound lack of self-criticism: When applying this defense, the master suspends his judgment and become psychopathologically blind to his own troublesome, self-defeating beliefs and behaviors. His capacity for self-appraisal is maladaptively deficient.

	Psychopathy: This defense is quite maladaptive because objects (including people) of his psychopathy can be harmed. Although a person can have psychopathic traits or features in his personality or character, the full-blown psychopath is a man without a conscience, a person unaffected by his emotions, unaffected by guilt, and—the hallmark of this defense—incapable of genuine empathy. He does not think societal norms apply to him and he acts as though he is narcissistically immune to social norms and legal consequences.

	Christian comfort: This is a religious defense that allows the believer to suspend his own morality or ethics in favor of the perceived dictates of his Protestant Christian God. The master derived a great comfort from what he accepted as the mandate of his Christian God on the matters of enslaving Black people.

	Psychologically syntonic slaveholding: Although highly maladaptive, this defense became creative, because it allowed the master to square and harmonize his beliefs and actions into the job of becoming a tyrant: Owning another human being as property and employing a combination of slave management techniques and violence became a condition he could live with.

	Paternalism: Although this descriptor historically has had no attention, as far as I know, to its being considered as a defense mechanism, it does seem to apply in the context of slaveholding. Just as the master sees the slaves as less than human and sees himself as superior because of the color of his skin, the slave master defends himself from all other people by assuming he lives on a male-dominated superior plane. His superiority is supreme. The onset of this defense began when the male of the species assumed its dominant role. It became a defense mechanism when it was applied in all matters—physically and psychologically. As a defense mechanism, it is used as a forced social contract.

	Alienation: This is a defense by which the individual divorces himself from troublesome aspects of his own being. The master doesn’t like a part of his makeup, which might lead to a rejection of some beliefs and behaviors that used to be a regular and predictable part of his personality. A person who was a kindhearted soul prior to becoming a slave master might alienate himself from any tendencies toward kindness. Alienation can also extend to other people, in which case the master might reject his slaves as human beings and see them only as a dehumanized piece of property with a monetary value.

	Psychopathological entitlement: This defense mechanism lies at the heart of slaveholding because it helps explain how individuals justify that abducting or buying another human being to be one’s slave is something to which they are entitled—because of their station in life, the color of their skin, their country of origin, or how much money and power they have. If you drill into the “divine right of kings” or even “manifest destiny,” you stumble into the glittering halls of psycho-pathological entitlement.

	The onset of a psychotic reality: It is generally not difficult to know when you are in the presence of a person with a psychotic disorder. When a slave master became psychotic, he was incapable of evaluating his thoughts correctly. He made incorrect inferences from objective reality.
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A Hypothetical Proslavery Sermon

Ebenezer Ezekiel Memorial A Reformed Evangelical Presbyterian Church Mecklenburg County, North Carolina (Just south of Charlotte) 18601

After the Psalm was completed, Reverend McCracken adjusted his tie and collar to lessen its chaffing of his neck. He grasped his Good Book and strode to the pulpit where it predominated the bare church on its crude, wooden dais, just ever so slightly elevated above the congregation floor level.

“It is wonderful to see everyone here this Sabbath, for these are troublesome times. Let us bow our heads.

“God, we are here today to bless, endorse, and sanctify the many rights you have bestowed upon us. We just want to thank you, Lord, for You have been generous! Our bounty is much. It is You who have blessed us, Oh God, and we are here today to consecrate. As we stand our ground, and stand we will, and affirm the rights You have given us, we lay under a spiritual siege, Oh Lord, for there are many among us in this country who reject Your Word. Reject Your Word, Lord! Northern infidels are attacking Your Word! Let us open our hearts and minds to Your Plan, which guides us in all matters. We, the children of Moses and Noah, pray for Your guidance now. In Jesus’s name, Amen.”

The congregants numbered about thirty. They were all blood kin. They were all white. Each household held slaves in bondage. While some slave owners and churches had made room for slaves to attend church, usually sitting on a small balcony accessed only by an outside back staircase, Ebenezer Ezekiel Memorial had dispatched with that troublesome policy in the early 1800s. The Synod had voted unanimously to exclude negroes from the sanctity of the “meeting house.” White masters sometimes needed to hear from the pastor some biblical guidance about slave management, and it just would not do for the enslaved negroes to be listening to spiritual imperatives well beyond their grasp.

Reverend McCracken opened the Good Book to Genesis 9. He looked at his flock and could see the proud but somewhat worried countenances of many. The congregation both needed and wanted some spiritual fire, to fuel what most thinking southern adults knew was coming.

“God has a Plan for us!” he thundered.

He paused to let the power of this bolt strike and take hold.

“The Lord speaks to us from Genesis 9, verses 18–25.”

Most of the congregants opened their Bibles, without even looking, to the ninth chapter of the Bible’s first book.

“God, in the Book of Genesis, through his Servant Noah, made manifest the rightful and God-given hierarchy for mankind. The Lord is not ambiguous or unclear about who shall inherit the moral and spiritual leadership of this earth!

“Let us hear God’s Word!


The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole earth was peopled. Noah was the first tiller of the soil. He planted a vineyard; and he drank of the wine, And became drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it upon both of their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a slave of slaves shall he be to his brothers.”



“Here endeth the reading of God’s Word.

“All of us here know that war is coming. The abolitionists and the papists and the Northern industrialists have been stammering, spouting, spewing their inane false and specious arguments about the evils of slavery. Their arguments have sailed these contentious waters like a sailing ship with no hull. In rejecting slavery, they have rejected God’s Word and God’s Plan. They have sunk because they rejected the Lord’s foundation—His Word!

“Man has created laws to help us govern our selves and each other. God has created his Law, which transcends, triumphs, and is unassailable!

“Noah’s son, Ham, disgraced and violated his father. He surreptitiously sneaked into his father’s tent, and, upon seeing him unclothed, ran out, mocking his father’s nakedness. Noah’s other sons, Japheth and Shem, showed the natural respect due their father, and walked into Noah’s tent, without making any glance, and covered their father’s state.

“Ham had no right to violate the sanctity of his father’s tent. The North, with its misguided morality, has no right to violate the sanctity of the South. When Noah woke up and had become conscious of what his son had done, God spoke through Noah. The Almighty spoke directly and powerfully through Noah, who was a planter just like many of us! God directed his curse of Ham and his son Canaan and all their peoples straight through Noah, straight as an arrow! The Lord tells us later that this curse was but a part of God’s larger plan, His Plan of how to repopulate the earth, after the Great Flood.”

Reverend McCracken paused to see how his sermon was affecting folks. On other Sabbaths, he sometimes saw one or two sleeping, but not today. Not today. Today was about the preparation of a Holy War. Christian soldiers were marching onward. The Honor of the South and the sanctity of God’s Plan were at stake.

“What the Yankee industrialists, Yankee bankers, and meddlesome abolitionists have lost complete sight of is that slavery is part of God’s Plan. They are deaf, dumb, and blind to the divine wisdom and beauty of our slave system! This institution of slavery is not something we made up out of whole cloth simply because we wanted free labor!

“As the evils of abolitionism have taken its hold on thousands of weak-minded people, these victims of Satan himself have been blinded from seeing God’s Truth. We see God’s truth and know He is the light and the way!

“The Lord assigned Black Ham and all his issue to populate Africa.… AND.… to be SERVANTS, for eternity, to Shem and Japheth and all their issue. The Lord God made Ham and all his children ‘a slave of slaves.’ Forever. The negro has but one purpose on this earth and it is to be a slave. All Black Africans are the children of Ham. Just as our ancestors fought the tyranny of the crown, we shall not be overcome by any effort to dictate to us how we run our lives, our laws, our homes, nor our property! God will protect us from this pernicious evil!

“Thus speaketh the Lord, our God. Let us bow our heads in prayer.”
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