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006 INTRODUCTION

MEMORANDUM

TO: All Senior UNIT Personnel

FROM: Kate Lethbridge-Stewart

SUBJECT: UNIT GOLD ARCHIVE

During our recent encounter with the being known as Sutekh, we discovered that 

Harriet Arbinger, UNIT’s Senior Gold Archivist, was under his control.

That, coupled with irregularities that I have observed in certain files in the wake of 

the Grand Serpent’s interference in UNIT, has led me to conclude that an immediate 

review of the Gold Archive is required, paying particular attention to those files 

relating to Earth invasions.

The information contained in these files is vital to our continued defence of our 

planet – giving us detailed information on the specifics of past invasion attempts and 

outlining recommendations for defence strategies should similar circumstances 

arise in the future. 

Those of you who have been with UNIT for a while are already aware that temporal 

anomalies encountered during some of our earliest operations have played havoc 

with our dating protocols. Given that Harriet’s loyalties were compromised without 

her knowing, there may be other more serious issues. 

All UNIT staff who have had direct first-hand involvement in any incident should 

be interviewed as a matter of priority and any conflicts with the written record 

should be flagged for my attention.

I realise that this is a huge project, but if we cannot rely on the information in 

our possession, especially if it has been deliberately falsified, then it has serious 

security implications both for UNIT and the wider world.

Please contact me if you have any further questions or concerns.

Kate Lethbridge-Stewart

Senior Scientific Officer

Unified Intelligence Taskforce

Copied to all senior staff 

members, including (pictured): 

Melanie Bush, Rose Noble, 

Morris Gibbons, Shirley 

Anne Bingham, the Vlinx and 

Christofer Ibrahim.

Not pictured: Donna Noble. 

[Please get her photographed 

for the fi le — KLS]

K Lethbridge-Stewart
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008 WHY ON EARTH?

By Shirley Anne Bingham, UNIT Scientific Adviser no. 56

WHY ON EARTH?

‘The human race is drawing attention to itself. Every day you’re sending 

out probes and messages and signals. This planet’s so noisy. You’re getting 

noticed more and more. You’d better get used to it…’

T

hese are the words of UNIT’s original Scientific 

Adviser in the aftermath of the Sycorax  

Invasion. They support what Brigadier 

Lethbridge-Stewart, UNIT’s first commanding officer, 

had said over 30 years earlier: ‘In the last decade, 

we’ve been sending probes deeper and deeper into 

space. We’ve drawn attention to ourselves.’

The number of alien invasions in the late 20th and 

early 21st century is certainly disturbing. But in truth 

this is nothing new. Beings from other worlds have been 

drawn to Earth since the planet’s creation. 

But why? 

Humans once believed that the Earth was the centre 

of the universe. Now we know that is far from the case; 

it is not even at the centre of our own solar system. 

Our average-sized planet orbits an unremarkable star 

in an unremarkable part of an unremarkable galaxy. 

What is it about Earth that attracts such curiosity, 

and so many aggressors?

Perhaps its positioning is significant for other life 

forms in the universe. There has been a steady flow of 

alien visitations since prehistoric times, and a great many 

crash landings – from Kahler-Jex to the Ice Warriors, 

from the Half-Face Man and his crew of cyborgs in 

London to the Xeraphin. 

We have evidence that a Sontaran crash-landing in 

the Middle Ages declared Earth to possess no military 

value or strategic significance. However, sources around 

the turn of the 20th century indicate that a Rutan scout 

(which also crash-landed) believed our obscure planet 

had a strategic position sound enough to support the 

launch of a final assault on the Sontarans.

We can assume that, in the intervening centuries, 

something game-changing occurred, beyond a shift 

in the positions of these two opposing armies in their 

interminable war – something that led to a marked 

increase in alien interest in our world.

For some species, Earth presents the prospect of new 

living space, with humans an inconvenient but disposable 

blight on its surface. This was the attitude of Zygons, 

Terileptils, Sontarans and the Nestene Consciousness, 

who each plotted to alter living conditions on Earth to 

benefit their own kind. Ironically, humanity itself is the 

only species thus far to have successfully done this, 

since Homo sapiens ultimately usurped the planet from 

the more advanced Earth Reptiles who had gone into 

hibernation to avoid a cataclysm that never occurred.

In some cases, incursions take place in pursuit of a 

target on the planet – as when Wrath Warriors, Atraxi 

or Judoon attempted to extract fugitives in hiding here; 
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when the Stenza teleported here to capture a ‘trophy’ as 

part of their leadership ritual; or when the Bannermen 

pursued a Chimeron queen across time and space. 

The Earth has also been used as a dumping ground for 

alien criminals – for example, the Osiran Sutekh was 

entombed in Egypt in a state of paralysis, and the Morax 

were imprisoned in England for war crimes.

Earth’s rich mineral resources also draw us to aliens’ 

attention. The Sontarans attempted to release poisonous 

gas into the atmosphere and create a breeding world 

for their cloned soldiers. The Family Slitheen sought 

to devastate Earth with nuclear weapons and sell the 

resulting planetary slag and clinker as spacecraft fuel. 

Urbankans came to harvest silicon, carbon and other 

minerals to create androids, and the Cybermen had 

similar intentions.

For some alien species, a more metaphysical energy 

is what attracts them. The Axos entity sought to use its 

so-called ‘living molecule’, Axonite, to absorb all living 

energy on the planet, whereas the Cyberman planet 

Mondas, augmented with cyber-technology, was able to 

drain the Earth of energy to restore its own reserves – 

ultimately absorbing too much and destroying itself in 

the process. 

Above all, Earth’s most precious exploitable resource 

appears to be its people. We areadaptable, flexible and 

full of potential – the appeal of which varies with the 

ambitions of the alien aggressors. 

For instance, alien warmongers abducted hundreds 

of human soldiers from different periods of Earth’s 

history and forced them to fight to the death in order 

to procure a superior army for further conquests. 

Chameleons and Zygons needed humans imprisoned 

alive in order to maintain duplicates of their forms – 

though Zygon technology has subsequently removed 

For some alien species, 

a more metaphysical 

energy is what attracts 

them.
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Opposite: Judoon patrols 

impose their own jurisdiction 

wherever they land, and are 

indifferent to Earth laws or 

legal process.

Above: To obtain body parts, 

Cybermen have inveigled 

their way onto our planet on 

numerous occasions — by 

stealth or by force.

notably the Daleks, Cybermen 

and Sontarans. Furthermore, these 

species have time-travel capability, 

and thus can readily remount a foiled 

invasion attempt at another point in 

history. Examples include the Daleks’ 

invasion of the 22nd century and Earth’s abduction in 

the 21st, and the Sontaran plan to invade and occupy 

the Earth in multiple time zones (which succeeded twice 

in rapid succession). The Cybermen too have sought 

to meddle with their own history as well as Earth’s, as 

evidenced by their scheme to crash Halley’s Comet into 

the Earth in 1985 to prevent the destruction of Mondas 

the following year. 

Throughout these incursions and invasions, 

our original Scientific Adviser has been a stalwart 

supporter and defender of the planet. Nevertheless, 

an unintended consequence of the Doctor’s well-

known fondness for Earth is that it has placed us on the 

this need, unless access to 

information in a duplicated 

prisoner’s mind is of strategic 

concern. The Sycorax planned to sell 

half of humanity into slavery. Cybermen 

have often had their sights on Earth’s 

population as a source of spare parts as they seek 

to ‘upgrade’ humans, alive or dead, to swell their 

own ranks, whereas only corpses could provide the 

gaseous Gelth with physical vehicles for their essence 

–vehicles they could use to attack humanity. 

Humanity may also be a bargaining chip. By 

threatening the destruction of billions of lives, an 

aggressor seeks to win valuable concessions from world 

rulers. The alien Monks offered to prevent a prophesied 

catastrophe that would destroy humanity only if ‘invited’ 

to rule over the Earth. 

Though some life forms who threatened Earth were 

discouraged by loss or failure, many are repeat offenders, 
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galactic map. We believe that the Master first came to 

Earth to destroy the Doctor but has formed a grudge 

against humanity through his several defeats and 

humiliations. More recently, the Toymaker attacked 

all humanity while seeking revenge on the Doctor for 

his losses in some unknown ‘game’. That an elemental 

force from another realm with the powers of a god 

could threaten the Earth purely to spite its protector 

–in the process, drawing the attention of others of his 

ilk such as the being called Maestro – suggests that 

the Doctor presents a Janus face to our salvation; he 

is both Earth’s best defence and a lightning rod for our 

threatened extinction at alien hands. 

It was believed for a time that Earth escaped the 

worst cataclysms of the Great Time War. But it is 

possible that humanity, as a so-called ‘lesser species’, 

was incapable of noticing its history subtly distort and 

rewrite itself under the pressures of the rupturing 
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Opposite (above): The powerful 

Toymaker was the fi rst 

elemental being encountered 

by UNIT — but he will not be 

the last.

Opposite (below): The Nestene 

Consciousness can turn 

everyday plastic items into 

weapons against us.

Below: The latest appearance 

of UNIT’s fi rst Scientifi c 

Adviser.

Earth. Some UNIT scientific advisers theorise that our 

planet’s status as a starting point for creation may have 

planted an interstellar genetic memory in the higher 

species of the universe, driving several instinctively to 

seek out the Earth for occupation. Perhaps those early 

beliefs of Earth’s place at the centre of the universe were 

prophecies of the future?

The destructive powers of the Flux also drew focus 

to Earth, again because of the Doctor. The full effects 

of this wave of cosmic destruction may never be known, 

but the Earth’s survival, against all odds, may add to 

the allure of our world as a location of key defensive 

significance. 

It is vital, therefore, that we gather as much 

information as possible on all dangers that have 

previously faced the planet so that UNIT might defend 

successfully against future threats. That is why these 

files from the Gold Archive have been prepared and 

assembled. We must review. We must update. 

We must be prepared for all the cosmos can throw 

at us. 

battlegrounds of the Time Vortex. We were part of 

that change and perceived nothing to be wrong. 

Nevertheless, UNIT has identified that fallout from 

the conflict includes incursions from the Nestene 

Consciousness, the Gelth, Daleks and even the Time 

Lords as they each sought new homes or boltholes 

from the war. 

Furthermore, testimony from the Doctor indicates 

that a catastrophic temporal collapse required a 

subsequent reboot of the entire universe, extrapolating 

it from a number of atoms gathered in the vicinity of 

Perhaps those early 

beliefs of Earth’s 

place at the centre 

of the universe were 

prophecies of the 

future?

Not going to lie, honey, 

that stings. 

But I’ll see if I can help 

you out with this…

Love, the Doctor
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By the Doctor, Scientific Adviser Numero Uno

PREHISTORIC 

INCURSIONS

PREHISTORIC INCURSIONS

Guys, I get that you’re trying to build a complete picture on possible 

threats to your lovely little planet. Like I say, I can help you with that. And 

you know how memories can boost the pictures you see through your Time 

Window? Well, a Time Lord’s memories are four-star fuel! Screen-grab 

like there’s no tomorrow! Just watch out for the Window’s colour rays not 

mixing properly – some pictures turn monochrome. Arty, though! 

I 

don’t know just what it is about the Earth but it’s been 

a target since before it was born. There it spins like  

a blue marble around a mediocre sun buried away 

in a so-so spiral arm of the Milky Way. But look how 

many species out there in the dark have been drawn by  

your light.

It started 4.6 billion years ago when a Racnoss 

refugee ship turned up in your solar system, before the 

Earth had even formed. The Racnoss had been nearly 

wiped out by the Fledgling Empires, and the future 

of the species – thousands of hibernating younglings 

– needed to hide out till the heat was off. Their ship 

camouflaged itself for safety by drawing dust and 

rubble around it… then mavity did its thing until, in the 

Battling in the past so you don’t have to
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Previous main page: Kastrian 

exile Eldrad used nuclear 

power to generate a new body. 

Previous page inset: Showing 

Ruby living dinosaurs was 

almost a step too far.

Above: When the last of 

the Jagaroth died in a fiery 

cataclysm it sparked the birth 

of life on Earth.

signature is what attracted the Jagaroth, too. I mean, 

they took a while to arrive, but what’s time to a species 

as determined and implacable as the Jagaroth? Pfft, 

nothing! Their ship got into trouble on Earth 400 

million years ago, trouble with the atmospheric thrust 

motors. Which was good news for you lot, because the 

explosion of their spaceship irradiated the primordial 

slime you crawled out of and kick-started life. But 

it was also bad news for you lot, because one of the 

Jagaroth survived the blast, splintered through 

history. Scaroth, last of the Jagaroth, planned to use 

humanity and wipe it out in order to save his people. 

He would’ve done it, too, if not for this bloke I ran into 

who clobbered him. 

end, the Earth itself formed around that secret heart. 

The Empress of the Racnoss left her little ones there 

and retreated in her Webstar to draw all alien eyes 

away from the Earth. 

That didn’t really work, did it? 

Maybe the Racnoss imbued the planet with some 

special power. I don’t mean the huon particles that 

powered their ships. I’m talking something that dates 

back to the Dark Times, when even the Time Lords 

were new. Of course, I must date from those times too, 

wherever I’m really from. Perhaps that’s why I’ve always 

felt such an affinity for the Earth. So much chaos and 

drama, right from that unsettled start! 

And who knows, maybe that Racnoss energy 

PREHISTORIC INCURSIONS
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Far left:  The last of the 

Daemons arrived on Earth 

100,000 years ago.

Left: Victorian matriarch 

Winifred Gillyfl ower kept a 

secret close to her chest - a 

parasitic leech from Jurassic 

times.

Below: The petrifi ed hand of 

Eldrad.

Overleaf: I found angler fi sh 

in the icy 1814 Thames that 

tempted unwary prey towards 

a long-submerged Ice Lophius.

The whole Scaroth thing highlights one very big 

danger the Earth’s faced many times. And that is, 

creatures from the ancient past showing up a lot, 

lot later and causing bother. Look at Mr Sweet – a 

poisonous, parasitic red leech from Jurassic times 

that somehow survived all the way to the Victorian 

era and lived off a woman who wanted to reshape all 

humanity. Or the Ice Lophius from those dinosaur 

days, found freezing the Thames in 1814 – the same 

river that would kill the emerging Racnoss swarm 

nearly 200 years later. 

Then there was Eldrad, a crystalline war-being from 

Kastria, whose hand escaped cellular obliteration and 

fell to Earth 150 million years ago. That hand had a 

will to live like you wouldn’t believe; it even drained a 

nuclear reactor in order to regenerate its owner. Yeah, 

Eldrad could’ve destroyed Earth like they destroyed 

their own world. But they didn’t. You’re welcome. 
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Hopping a little further forward in history, there was 

Azal, last of the Daemons. He came to Earth 100,000 

years ago to fiddle about with human development 

(probably had to get in line behind Scaroth!). When 

he woke up during your dad’s heyday, Kate, he really 

had the Hump! And of course, 7,000 years ago, Egypt 

became a prison for our old enemy Sutekh. Why did his 

fellow Osirans choose the Earth for their big showdown? 

They were another of those old, old empires, like the 

Jagaroth, the Kastrians, the Racnoss. Maybe all those 

species shared a bond, drawing them together. 

The Kastrians weren’t the only silicon-based life forms 

to reach prehistoric Earth.  Thousands of years ago, the 

Pyroviles crash-landed in Italy and turned themselves 

to rubble with ideas above their station. Conquerors? 

Yeah, the volcanic Pyroviles would’ve worn that mantle… 

and rocked it! They built a base under Mount Vesuvius 

and wanted to turn Earth into their new and fiery home. 

To stop them, I had to trigger the volcano back in 79 AD. 

(One of my bleakest days, let’s face it.) 

The Ogri were another silicon-based life form. 

Only three of them arrived on Earth around 2,000 BC 

– but three blood-sucking monoliths can do a lot of 
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Opposite: Cessair of Diplos 

long evaded justice by hiding 

on Earth, protected by the 

vampiric Ogri.  She disguised 

herself as an ancient deity 

called the Cailleach.

Left: Pyroviles were another 

alien species who rocked the 

silicon look. 

Above: My fi rst face-to-face 

with Sutekh took place in an 

Egyptian pyramid.

damage. (Just ask poor K-9!) The Ogri weren’t so much 

invaders as travelling henchstones for intergalactic 

criminal Cessair of Diplos –they were her minions and 

bodyguards, while she hid out on Earth evading justice. 

The long sparkle of the law caught up with her in the end, 

and the surviving Ogri were taken back to Ogros in Tau 

Ceti. I don’t recommend you visit. Getting conversation 

out of an Ogri is like getting blood out of a… well. 

Sometimes the distant past comes back to mess 

with the present. You already know about the dinosaurs 

brought forward in time into London by misguided 

humans as part of Operation Golden Age. They didn’t 

want to be here. And on the flipside, sometimes the 

distant future comes back to mess with the past. You 

PREHISTORIC INCURSIONS
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Opposite: My brilliant friend 

Madame Vastra, a typically 

brave and resourceful Silurian, 

awoke from hibernation in 

Victorian London.

Left (above): The Master 

tried to use technology from 

Xeriphas 140 million years ago 

in Earth history.

Left (below): Scientist Eric 

Stahlman met a gruesome end 

when he ignored warnings 

about his Inferno project.

think it was a meteor that wiped out the dinosaurs? No. 

The Cybermen hijacked a 26th-century space freighter 

and it span out of control. The dinosaurs didn’t want to 

be there, either. Man, that was a tough time for them, 

and for me. But sometimes sacrifices have to be made 

to help history happen. Did I tell you how me and Ruby 

invaded the Jurassic Period? Just to see the sights, 

enjoy the fresh air and avoid butterflies. Yeah. Definitely 

treading carefully!

Who knows how many other prehistoric secrets are 

waiting to come to light? I mean, there was that nasty 

green goo that bubbled up after poor old Stahlman 

drilled down into the Earth’s crust. (One shaggy dog 

story I don’t want to live through again – twice was 

enough!)  And the Fendahl popped up after 12 million 

years hibernating in the ground, ready to regenerate 

itself by sucking the life out of Earth. 

Slightly less scarily, the Silurians were snoozing 

underground, happy as Larry, until humans woke them 

up in Derbyshire and in Wales. (Mind you, where would I 

have been without the fabulous Madame Vastra waking 

up early in Victorian times?) 

Course, I can’t put all the blame on you lot – the 

Master revived the Sea Devils in the 20th century and 

got them all riled up… and later on (and much earlier) 

he did the same thing when he found a storehouse of 

recuperating superbeings from the planet Xeriphas 

140 million years ago and tried to use it as a power 

source. There were a couple of Concordes knocking 

about too… I’m not even joking, just ask Tegan! 

So, there you go – that was a run-through of the earliest 

alien incursions in Earth’s early history. You could look at 

them as prehistoric precursors to the invasions that were 

to come… and come again… and keep on coming!

PREHISTORIC INCURSIONS

The Fendahl popped up 

after 12 million years 

hibernating in the ground, 

ready to regenerate 

itself by sucking the life 

out of Earth. 

Don’t think I haven’t! 

Story corroborated.

I think. (See p239)

—KLS








+++ UNIT ARCHIVE RETRIEVAL +++

+++ SUBJECT: EARTH REPTILES +++

+++ DATA SUMMARY OF FILES: UN/01/70/07, UN/03/72/06 & UN/05/10/02 +++

+++ SUMMARY BEGINS +++

+++ Advanced reptile civilisation established on Earth whilst 

Homo sapiens still at primitive stage +++ Taxononomy is 

debated; generally land-based species referred to as Silurians 

(Homo reptilia) and sea-based species as Sea Devils (Homo 

aqua) +++

+++ Both species elected to enter hibernation to avoid a 

global catastrophe +++ That catastrophe never happened +++ 

During that unplanned extended hibernation period Homo 

sapiens became dominant species on Earth +++

+++ First UNIT contact with species at Wenley Moor atomic 

research centre +++ Facility experienced unexplained power 

drains and mental breakdowns amongst staff +++ The 

Doctor(newly appointed Scientifi c Adviser for UNIT), Professor 

Elizabeth ShawandBrigadier Lethbridge-Stewartdispatched 

to investigate. +++

+++ Construction of Wenley Moor caused revival of Silurians 

in adjacent cave system +++ Silurians used atomic power from 

centre to revive more of their race +++ Initial contact with 

creatures attempted by Professor John Quinn (deputy head of 

research) +++

+++ The Doctor urged peaceful contact +++ Disagreement 

between Silurian leaders on how best to coexist with humanity 

resulted in coup +++ New leader released virus intended to 

wipe out humanity +++ The Doctor prevented a pandemic by 

identifying a cure +++

+++ Silurians attempted to take control of nuclear reactor 

+++ Intention to destroy Van Allen belt +++ The Doctor 

overloaded the reactor +++ The Silurians re-entered the caves 

to hibernate until danger passed +++ 

+++ Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart ordered destruction of 

caves, killing the hibernating Silurians +++
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+++ Second encounter on south coast of England 

+++ Sea Devils awakened by decommissioning 

work at sea fortress +++ Sea Devils responsible 

for disappearing ships +++

+++ The Master imprisoned on secure island in 

theEnglish Channel +++ The Master constructed 

a device to control the Sea Devils, using 

equipment stolen from onshore naval base +++ 

The Doctor once again offered to broker peaceful 

negotiations between reptiles and humanity 

+++ Naval facility captured by Sea Devils after 

RN instigated an unsuccessful attack on their 

underwater base +++ Master forced the Doctor 

to help revive dormant Sea Devils around the 

world +++ The Doctor sabotaged this attempt and 

destroyed the underwater base thus preventing 

Sea Devil military response +++ Master escaped 

recapture +++

+++ Third encounter after mining activity in 

Wales revived a large settlement of another 

Silurian species or possibly subspecies +++ 

DrNasreen Chaudhry’s Discovery Drilling 

Projectattempted deepest mineral drilling 

project in history +++ 

+++ Silurians mistook drill head for weapon and 

isolated the surrounding area with an energy 

barrier +++ They captured drill staff from surface 

using bio-programming of soil +++ Bio-signals 

used resonate the internal molecular structure of 

natural objects +++ Silurians could reach surface 

on transport discs using geothermal energy and 

gravity bubble technology +++

+++ Intervention by the Doctor and Silurian 

Elder named Eldane prevented major confl ict +++ 

Silurians returned to hibernation but with timer 

set to revive them in 3020 +++ 

+++ SUMMARY ENDS +++
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SPECIES DATA FILE

SILURIANS

Note: 

The Doctor has suggested alternative nomenclature of ‘Eocene’ but for 

consistency, this document adopts original UNIT designation, ‘Silurian’.

Two distinct subspecies of Silurian have been observed. Initial impressions of the 

subspecies encountered at the Wenley Moor research centre suggested a primitive 

race – a mistaken assumption made because of the creatures’ lack of clothes and 

savage temperament.

The Wenley Moor subspecies is highly advanced, with a variety of ‘extra sensory’ 

abilities connected to a ‘third eye’ in the forehead. This organ serves as both a tool 

and a weapon, endows the Silurians with signifi cant telekinetic abilities, and can 

generate and direct a powerful heat beam.

The Cymtaff subspecies encountered in South Wales has a sleeker form and no 

‘third eye’. Although wearing clothes, they displayed the same savagery and hatred 

towards mankind as the Wenley Moor subspecies.

FROM: BRIGADIER LETHBRIDGE-STEWART

TO: ELIZABETH SHAW 

Initial inquiries at Research Centre completed.

Explanations for recent problems unsatisfactory. 

Investigation could take several days. Miss Shaw and the Doctor 

will report themselves forthwith to Wenley Moor to attend a 

briefing meeting at precisely 2.30PM this afternoon.

Senior staff will be present to conduct tour of facility. 

SEA DEVILS

The Sea Devils, as an aquatic species, share few of the physical 

characteristics of their terrestrial cousins. Their technology includes heat 

weapons, forcefi elds and cryogenics.

Historical evidence indicates that the same species was encountered by 

humans in 19th-century China. This colony had access to teleport technology 

and antigravity devices. 
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INTERVIEW WITH PHYLLIS DAWSON BY BRIGADIER LETHBRIDGE-STEWART

L-S:   Miss Dawson, how long has Doctor Quinn known about these 

creatures?

DAWSON:  Several months. He said they had great scientific knowledge. He 

cooperated with them in the hope that they would share it.

L-S:  Then you were aware that these Silurians were causing the power 

drain?

DAWSON:  Yes… John kept saying that the knowledge he would gain was worth 

any risk.

L-S:   But the two of you told no one.

DAWSON:  I wanted to confide in the Doctor. But John thought that he’d 

try to steal the credit for his discoveries.

L-S:   Such as? 

DAWSON:  They gave him a communications device. After Baker wounded one 

of them. The Silurians wanted John to help get it back to the 

caves. They said it would respond to the device. 

L-S:   But he didn’t take it back, did he, Miss Dawson?

DAWSON:  No. He locked it up. He said that he wasn’t going to take it back 

until it told him what he wanted to know. He thought he could 

force it to give him the knowledge he wanted. But it killed him.
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Edward Masters, 

Permanent Under-Secretary,

Ministry of Science,

Whitehall,

London

Charles Lawrence,

Wenley Moor Atomic Research Centre,

Derbyshire,

England

Dear Charles,

I write to inform you that the Minister and I have decided to bring in UNIT to conduct an independent 

investigation into the on-going problems at the facility.

We’ve not taken this decision lightly, but the abnormally high rate of personnel trouble, the nervous 

breakdowns, absenteeism and accidents had already given us cause for concern. Given that we now have an 

unexplained death to contend with as well as the unaccountable power leakages from the nuclear generator, 

we have concluded there is no option other than to enlist specialist external expertise to get the operation 

back on track.

Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart will lead the investigation. I must ask that you give full cooperation to him and 

his team.

Rest assured that the minister and I still have full confi dence in you and your staff  and we are sure we shall 

fi nd an explanation.

Yours sincerely

E Master s

Edward Masters

Permanent Under-Secretary

Patient: J. S. Spencer

Doctor: S.P. Meredith, Senior Physician, Wenley Hospital 

Patient is adult male, thirty two years of age. Suffered an 

unexplained trauma whilst potholing in the cave system beneath 

Wenley Moor. Potholing colleague was killed during the same 

incident. 

No response to treatment after a week. Symptoms of extreme anxiety 

observed since rescue from the cave have worsened. Patient now 

exhibits behaviour indicative of severe mental regression. Doctor 

from UNIT suggests that patient is accessing a genetic memory going 

back millions of years.

My recommendation that this patient be moved to Wenley Hospital 

as a matter of urgency was denied. I continue to treat him at the 

medical facility at Wenley Moor.
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