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			Editor’s Foreword

		

		
			Tokyo is one of the great cities of the world, in many ways. In population, it is one of the largest. It is also one of relatively few “world” cities in the sense of projecting economic and political power and influence beyond its country’s borders. Within Japan, it is the political capital, the business and financial core, the cultural focus, the educational foundation, and the transportation hub. Without Tokyo, Japan could hardly exist, and yet the city started out quite modestly as the small castle town of Edo in 1457, the center of the Tokugawa shogunate from 1603 to 1868, the rapidly modernizing and Westernizing capital of the nation during the Meiji Period (1868–1912), and then the capital of a prosperous nation and growing empire thereafter. World War I carried it forward until it was utterly devastated during World War II. But this was not the first time Tokyo had to start anew, due to many fires and earthquakes, and today it outdoes all its previous iterations by far.

			This new Historical Dictionary of Tokyo contains the same material as the previous edition and much more, since the past 15 years have seen major architectural and other projects, as well as some changes in the economic and political situation. It contains a dictionary section with dozens of new and updated entries on people, places, events, institutions, landmarks, and component wards, districts, and neighborhoods. The introduction has been expanded and the chronology brought up to date. The bibliography is larger and more complete. Further information is provided in various appendixes. The volume is rounded out by maps and photographs.

			This second edition was written by the same author as the first, Roman Adrian Cybriwsky, a professor of geography and urban studies at Temple University. Over the past decade, he has spent half his time at Temple University–Japan, which has given him considerable insight into the workings of Tokyo as a city as well as personal familiarity with the people and lifestyle. Since he also teaches about world cities in general and has visited many of them, he can compare Tokyo to its peers. Cybriwsky has written considerably, including shorter academic works and books like Tokyo: The Changing Profile of an Urban Giant, Tokyo: The Shogun’s City at the 21st Century, and the forthcoming Roppongi Crossing. This volume will prove a useful reference for those living in or visiting the city, for scholars, and for anyone with an interest in Japan or the city of Tokyo.

			Jon Woronoff

			Series Editor

		

	


	
		
			Preface

		

		
			Tokyo is an enormous city with nearly 13 million residents and an area of 2,186 square kilometers (845 square miles). Its history is more than five centuries old and covers disparate periods from its beginning as a small castle town (1457), to the powerful capital of the Tokugawa shōguns (1603–1868), then to a Western-facing industrial center beginning in the Meiji Period (1868–1912), and then to a global economic capital today. It has had much more than its fair share of disasters, particularly fires and earthquakes, and has been rebuilt time and again after these destructions. For this reason and many others, the city is a patchwork of hundreds of neighborhoods and other urban districts, and a study in contrasts in urban form and land use. It has copied trends and fashions from around the world and has reproduced them locally with its own adaptations. At the same time, it has been an innovative city that now attracts creative people from all over the world looking for inspiration in the arts, architecture, city planning, engineering technology, industry, and many other fields. The city’s leaders at various times have included powerful personalities and creative geniuses with personal biographies that would hold the attention of all of us and provide lessons, from one direction or the other, about how to live and how to succeed.

			In short, Tokyo is a fascinating city with a great many stories to tell about its people, places, and experiences. This book is a reference volume that, I hope, will help readers learn about the city and steer them to further study. Toward this end, there are nearly 650 dictionary entries in this volume, including those for the city’s most influential leaders, both past and present; its most important districts; and its greatest landmark events over the course of its history. The dictionary is the main part of this book. There is also a lengthy bibliography about the city. I believe it is the most detailed list of sources in English about Tokyo. I have arranged the bibliography according to major topic. Other features of the book are an introductory essay about Tokyo, a chronology of historic events, and a table of population and geographic area for each of the wards, cities, towns, and villages that compose the Tokyo metropolis. There are also lists of the city’s previous mayors and other chief executives, its tallest buildings, and other information.

			Tokyo is so big and so complex that a full reference book would be enormous and consist of many volumes. It was a challenge to decide how to limit the number of entries according to some logical criteria. One guideline was that the dictionary should be tailored specifically to readers in the English language about Tokyo, or Japan more generally. That is, I decided to emphasize those people, places, historic events, and terms that English-language readers would most likely encounter in their reading of published literature about Tokyo or Japan, and then might want to look up for a definition or more information. Therefore, one step in drawing up the list of entries for this book was to consult the indexes of popular books about Tokyo, such as those by Edward Seidensticker, Paul Waley, and Noel Nouet (see the bibliography), for ideas about which people, places, historical events, and terms seemed to be most common and most appropriate. I also systematically went through the spectacular Edo-Tokyo Museum, a large and outstanding facility operated by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government about the history of the city from the earliest times to the modern period, to see what choices were made there about presenting Tokyo to the lay public. I compared the list of entries that I generated on my own with the museum’s exhibits and publications to see what I might have missed, as well as to think a second time about topics on my list that the museum omitted. I then decided for myself whether to omit a particular entry or add a new one.

			A special problem arose regarding entries about individuals. Because Tokyo is the nation’s capital and the center of arts, commerce, communications, and many other aspects of life in Japan, the city is (and has been for a long time) both home and workplace for the majority of the most influential personalities in the country as a whole. To focus this volume on Tokyo specifically, I decided to concentrate on those individuals who had the greatest direct impact on shaping the city and guiding its historical development. That is, the fact that a person was a famous Tokyoite was not in itself a criterion for inclusion in the dictionary. Thus, the book does not give biographies for many of the artists, writers, and musicians who worked in Tokyo over the years but whose work was not specifically about Tokyo. So, too, I have not included the many politicians and statesmen (and women) who are more properly considered to be figures in Japanese history, even though they were based in Tokyo for most if not all of their lives or professional careers. However, there were a number of individuals, for example Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543–1616) and Gotō Shimpei (1857–1929), who were major actors in the life of the city as well as leaders of Japan. Consequently, this volume includes their biographies but focuses specifically on their roles with respect to Tokyo. Other aspects of their careers, such as their roles in national affairs, are related elsewhere, including the Historical Dictionary of Japan in Scarecrow’s Asian Historical Dictionaries series and the excellent two-volume Japan: An Illustrated Encyclopedia published by Kodansha.

			Unfortunately, my methodology yielded comparatively few entries about notable women in Tokyo’s history. Not just the Edo-Tokyo Museum and the fine history books referred to above, but also other sources, both Japanese and English, have neglected this half of the population, concentrating almost exclusively on men. I have made a point of learning about influential women in Tokyo and have included quite a few entries that are relevant, although not nearly enough to reflect the fact that women constitute half the population. Happily, though, I report that the number of entries about women is higher than it was in the first edition of this book, which shows improvement.

			Japanese names are given throughout this dictionary in the usual Japanese order—that is, the family name first and then the given name. No commas separate Japanese family names from given names as they do for the names of the Westerner-foreigners who are also entries in this volume. The system of romanization for Japanese words is the modified Hepburn system as used in the New Japanese-English Dictionary published by Kenkyūsha. Long vowels, such as the “u” in Kenkyu¯sha, the second “o” in Gotō, and the “u” and “o” in Chu¯ō Ward, are indicated by the use of macrons. However, Japanese words that are widely known in English are written without macrons, as they usually appear in English. The majority of these words are place names. For example, I write Tokyo instead of the Japanese Tōkyō, Osaka instead of Ōsaka, and Kyoto instead of Kyōto. Differentiating words that are “widely known” in English from those that are not is problematic; I did my best. Japanese words, except proper nouns and words that are widely known in English, are written in italics. The word shōgun is an example of a problematic Japanese word: should it be shogun or shōgun? I found examples of both usages in the literature and chose the latter for this volume. In the bibliography, the use of macrons follows the practice of the specific works cited.

			Entries in the dictionary are arranged alphabetically and are printed in capital letters. English is used for entries that are known by common English terms. Thus, the entry about the high-speed trains that connect Tokyo to other cities is under BULLET TRAINS instead of under SHINKANSEN. Readers who turn first to SHINKANSEN will see the instruction “See BULLET TRAINS.” There are also cross-references in bold text within the bodies of dictionary entries. Other cross-references are given as “See ANOTHER ENTRY” at appropriate places in the text.

			This is the second edition of this work. The first was published in 1997 and may have been too slim. Consequently, I have significantly enlarged the number of entries, expanded and updated many of the older ones, and made many of the newer entries longer than may have been my choice in the first go-around. I also expanded the bibliography and the various appendices. I hope you will find this new edition of the Historical Dictionary of Tokyo helpful and interesting.

			I am indebted to my editor Jon Woronoff for his help and advice with both editions of this book and for his confidence in me. I also continue to be grateful to the many friends and professional colleagues who gave advice and other help with the first edition of this book, and I thank again those who have continued to help me since. For this edition, I am especially pleased to acknowledge Ilona Arkhangelska, Tom Boardman, Kyle Cleveland, David Edgington, Carola Hein, Nobuko Iijima, Chie Kato, Michi Koiso, Uliana Milova, Aoi O’Brien, Mayu Ozawa, Nan Sato, and Barbara Thornbury for their help. I thank as well my closest friends and bosses at Temple University who supported my research in other ways, especially George Baran, Sanjoy Chakravorty, and Richard Joslyn. Anna-Marie Yanchak graciously took time from her studies of Japanese to help me with the final editing, which took place in Kyiv, Ukraine. Last but not least is my fondest appreciation for those closest to me: my children Adrian and his Natalia, Alex, and Mary; my dear friends Elena and Rachel; and, of course, Katya.
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				Tokyo and adjacent prefectures

			

		

		
			
				[image: Map02.tif]
			

			
				Tokyo’s wards, cities, and towns
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				Tokyo’s 23 wards with central wards highlighted

			

		

	


	
		
			Chronology

		

		
			628 The Asakusa Kannon (Sensōji) temple is founded.

			646 Musashi Province is established as part of a new regional administration system in central Japan (the Taika Reform). It covered what is now Tokyo, Saitama, and eastern Kanagawa prefectures.

			733 Jindaiji, a major Buddhist temple now affiliated with the Tendai Sect, is established in what is presently Chōfu City, Tokyo.

			741 The first provincial temple (kokubunji) is built in Musashi Province at what is now Kokubunji City in Tokyo.

			939 Taira-no-Masakado gains control of the Kantō region after a revolt against the central government.

			1457 Edo Castle is constructed by Ōta Dōkan.

			1590 Tokugawa Ieyasu establishes his headquarters at Edo.

			1592 Reconstruction of Edo Castle is begun by Tokugawa Ieyasu.

			1603 Tokugawa Ieyasu establishes the Edo Bakufu (Edo Shogunate).

			1603 Kanda Mountain is leveled to reclaim marshes at Hibiya Cove on Tokyo Bay (then called Edo Bay).

			1624 Nakamuraza, the leading kabuki theater and troupe of Edo, is founded by Nakamura Kanzaburō.

			1635 The sankin kōtai policy is formalized by the third shōgun, Tokugawa Iemistu.

			1639 The policy of national isolation (sakoku) is implemented.

			1654 The Tamagawa Canal is completed.

			1657 The Meireki Fire burns most of Edo over two days in March and takes more than 100,000 lives.

			1658 A permanent firefighting force is established.

			1659 Ryōgoku Bridge is completed over the Sumida River.

			1673 Echigoya, a kimono shop that evolved into the Mitsukoshi department store empire, is founded by Mitsui Takatoshi.

			1682 A great fire occurs.

			1685 The Laws on Compassion for Living Things are put into effect by Tokugawa Tsunayoshi, the fifth shōgun (abolished in 1709).

			1698 Naitō Shinjuku, the first post station along the Kōshū Kaidō, is established.

			1702 The 47 Ronin incident takes place. (Note: Some sources date the incident to January, 1703.)

			1707 Mount Fuji erupts.

			1718 A system of 48 local firefighting units is established in Edo.

			1721 A large fire in Nihombashi destroys 140,000 houses.

			1722 Development begins in the Musashino area.

			1733 A large riot breaks out early in the year in response to a major famine (the Kyōhō Famine) that began in southwestern Japan in 1732.

			1772 The great Meiwa fire occurs.

			1783 Mount Asama erupts.

			1787 The Kansei Reforms are enacted.

			1791 A law prohibiting mixed bathing is enacted.

			1841 The Tempō Reforms are enacted.

			1853 Commodore Matthew C. Perry and his squadron of “black ships” arrive in Edo Bay, bringing an end to Japan’s self-imposed isolation under the Tokugawa Shogunate.

			1855 The Ansei earthquake damages Tokyo.

			1867 Imperial rule is restored. A settlement for foreigners is opened at Tsukiji.

			1868 Edo Castle is surrendered peacefully to imperial forces, ending control of the city by the shōgun’s forces. 17 July: Edo is renamed Tokyo. Tokyo’s prefectural government is established; Karasuma Mitsue is named governor.

			1869 The emperor takes up residence in Tokyo.

			1871 Tokyo prefecture is established.

			1872 A major fire ravages Ginza, Kyōbashi, Tsukiji, and other sections of the center of Tokyo; Ginza is rebuilt in brick. Rail service is opened between Shinbashi and Yokohama. Tokyo National Museum is opened.

			1873 Ueno Park is opened to the public.

			1877 Tokyo University is established. An industrial fair is held in Ueno Park.

			1883 The Rokumeikan is opened.

			1884 November: The Chichibu Incident occurs, with rioting by agrarian workers in neighboring Saitama Prefecture resulting in a march on Tokyo.

			1889 The Meiji Constitution is promulgated. A special administrative system for the City of Tokyo is established. The Tsukiji foreign settlement is abolished.

			1903 Hibiya Park opens.

			1905 5 September: The Hibiya Incendiary Incident occurs.

			1914 Tokyo Station is completed.

			1918 Riots break out in Tokyo and in cities and towns throughout Japan because of the high cost of rice and other necessities. 1 May: Inokashira Park opens.

			1920 The Meiji Shrine is constructed.

			1921 4 November: Japanese Prime Minister Hara Takashi is assassinated in Tokyo Station.

			1923 1 September: The Great Kantō Earthquake occurs.

			1925 The Yamanote loop rail line is completed.

			1927 The first subway line in Tokyo is opened, connecting Asakusa and Ueno.

			1931 Tokyo International Airport (Haneda Airport) opens.

			1932 Tokyo annexes nearby townships, towns, and villages to form Great Tokyo City. The League of Blood Incident takes place. 15 May: Prime Minister Inukai Tsuyoshi is assassinated.

			1936 26 February: The February 26 Incident takes place, in which junior army officers seize control of the center of Tokyo and assassinate several government officials. The National Diet Building is completed.

			1937 Korakuen Stadium is completed.

			1939 The Ginza Line subway connects Asakusa and Shibuya.

			1941 The Pacific War commences.

			1942 18 April: Tokyo is bombed in the Doolittle Raid.

			1943 The administrations of Tōkyō-fu and the City of Tokyo are merged to form Tōkyō-to (Tokyo Metropolis).

			1944 Evacuation of schoolchildren from Tokyo begins.

			1945 10 March: The Great Tokyo Air Raid takes place. 14 August: The Pacific War ends; U.S. occupation forces enter Tokyo.

			1947 A new constitution for Japan is promulgated. The Local Autonomy Law, which called for direct elections of Tokyo’s governor and ward leaders, is put into effect. The 23 Wards of Tokyo are established.

			1952 The Local Autonomy Law is revised. The occupation of Japan ends with the signing of the San Francisco Peace Treaty.

			1956 The Capital Region Improvement Act is promulgated.

			1957 8 July: The Sunagawa riots take place in protest against plans by the U.S. military to expand its air base in Tachikawa.

			1958 December: Tokyo Tower is completed.

			1960 15 June: Anpo protests reach a crescendo; student protestor Kamba Michiko is killed by police.

			1962 Tokyo’s population exceeds 10 million.

			1964 The high-speed “bullet” train line (shinkansen) is inaugurated between Tokyo and Osaka. The Tokyo Monorail opens for service between Tokyo International Airport and the city center. 1–24 October: Tokyo hosts the Summer Olympic Games.

			1969 19 January: A major confrontation takes place between radical students and police at Yasuda Hall of Tokyo University.

			1971 16 September: A major riot occurs in protest against construction of Narita International Airport.

			1973 An oil crisis (“oil shock”) causes shortages of gasoline and other necessities.

			1974 The Local Autonomy Law is revised again.

			1977 The U.S. military base at Tachikawa is returned to Japan.

			1978 26 March: Protesters cause major damage to a newly constructed control tower at Narita International Airport. 20 May: Narita International Airport is opened.

			1979 Suzuki Shun’ichi is elected governor of Tokyo Metropolis for the first of four consecutive terms.

			1986 The Akasaka Roppongi Redevelopment project (ARK Hills) is completed, reflecting the construction boom taking place in the city.

			1989 Emperor Hirohito (the Shōwa Emperor) dies.

			1990 The bubble economy collapses, and land prices fall as a result.

			1991 The Tokyo Metropolitan Government headquarters moves to Shinjuku.

			1995 20 March: A terrorist attack releases the nerve gas sarin in the subway system of downtown Tokyo during the morning rush hour, killing six and injuring more than 3,000. The doomsday cult Aum Shinrikyō is blamed for the attack. Aoshima Yukio is elected governor of Tokyo Metropolis.

			1999 Ishihara Shintarō is elected governor of Tokyo Metropolis. 26 August: Rainbow Bridge opens.

			2003 Ishihara Shintarō is reelected governor of Tokyo Metropolis. 
23 April: Roppongi Hills opens.

			2006 30 August: Tokyo formally begins its campaign to host the 2016 Summer Olympics Games.

			2007 March: Tokyo Midtown opens.

			2008 8 June: The Akihabara massacre occurs. 14 July: A ceremony is held to start construction on the Tokyo Sky Tree.

			2009 2 October: Tokyo learns that it has lost to Rio de Janeiro in the competition to host the 2016 Summer Olympics Games.

		

	


	
		
			Introduction

		

		
			Land and People

			Tokyo is Japan’s largest city and its capital. It is also one of the largest cities in the world and a major center of global economic influence. The population is 12,693,117 (estimate as of 1 January 2007 for Tokyo Metropolis), and the area is 2,187.58 square kilometers (844.63 square miles). The Tokyo Metropolitan Area, commonly defined as comprising Tokyo itself plus the surrounding prefectures of Kanagawa, Saitama, and Chiba, numbers approximately 35 million inhabitants and is acknowledged to be the most populous metropolitan area in the world. The meaning of the word Tōkyō is “eastern capital,” referring to the city’s political role in Japan and its location relative to Kyoto and other cities of central Japan that had served as capitals earlier in history. Before 1868, the city’s name was Edo.

			Tokyo is located at 35 degrees 45 minutes north latitude and 139 degrees 45 minutes east longitude on the Pacific Ocean side of central Honshū, the largest of Japan’s four major islands. It is at the head of Tokyo Bay, one of the largest inlets of the Pacific Ocean along Japan’s coastline, in an area where several locally important rivers—namely the Sumida River, the Edo River, the Ara River, and the Tama River (Sumidagawa, Edogawa, Arakawa, and Tamagawa, respectively)—form deltas and enter the sea. The city occupies much of the southern Kantō Plain, one of Japan’s largest lowlands, and is mostly flat in topography. However, there are some hilly areas as well, particularly the west-central Tama Hills and the far western reaches of Tokyo Prefecture. The city’s highest elevation is Mount Kumotori (Kumotoriyama), located in a rugged mountain district at the westernmost point of Tokyo Prefecture; the summit reaches 2,018 meters (6,619 feet).

			There are four well-defined seasons each year in Tokyo. Summers are generally hot and muggy, while winters are mild. The warmest month is August, with an average monthly temperature of 26.7 degrees C (80.1 degrees F). The coldest month is January (4.7 degrees C; 40.5 degrees F). The total annual precipitation is 1,460 millimeters (57.5 inches). Much of the rainfall is concentrated in early summer (mid-June to mid-July), in a rainy season called baiu or tsuyu. There is also a rainy period in September and early October called shūrin. Late summer and fall is a time when Tokyo’s climate is influenced by typhoons from the South Pacific.

			Administration

			The City of Tokyo as a formally defined administrative unit was abolished in 1943. Since then, Tokyo has been administered within the framework of the system of Japan’s 47 prefectures (to, do, fu, ken) as a unit called Tōkyō-to, translated as “Tokyo Metropolis” or, more loosely, “Tokyo Prefecture.” Its area includes the old city, now known as the “Ward Area,” in the eastern sector, plus a much larger sector known as the “Tama Area” to the west. The Izu Islands and the Ogasawara Islands, both island chains to the south of the Ward Area in the Pacific Ocean, are also included in the administrative structure of Tokyo Metropolis. The following table compares the geographical areas and population totals for each of the two major parts of Tokyo Metropolis as of January 2007:

			
				
					
							
						
							
							Population

						
							
							Area (sq. km)

						
							
							Area (sq. miles)

						
					

					
							
							Ward Area

						
							
							 8,578,380

						
							
							 621.97

						
							
							240.14

						
					

					
							
							Tama Area and Islands

						
							
							 4,114,737

						
							
							1,565.61

						
							
							604.49

						
					

					
							
							TOTAL

						
							
							12,693,117

						
							
							2,187.58

						
							
							844.63

						
					

				
			

			The Ward Area of Tokyo Metropolis is divided into 23 Wards (ku). Therefore, it is sometimes referred to as the “23 Wards” or the “23 Wards Area.” Each of the wards has its own chief and local government structure with responsibilities for local affairs, as well as a main headquarters building (local “city halls”). The Tama Area is composed of 26 cities, 5 towns, and 1 village. These units also have their own local governments that oversee local affairs. Local administration of the islands section of Tokyo Metropolis is organized within the framework of two towns and seven villages.

			The administration of Tokyo Metropolis as a whole is the responsibility of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG). This government body has a dual character and performs the functions of a prefecture government as well as those of a municipality or large city within the Ward Area. The structure of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government is divided into two branches: a legislative branch represented by the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly and an executive branch headed by a governor. The Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly has 127 members who are all elected by direct popular vote for four-year terms of office. It is the fundamental decision-making body in Tokyo Metropolis and is responsible for passing and amending laws, establishing a budget, and approving or disapproving the governor’s appointments of vice governors. The governor is also elected to a four-year term by direct popular vote. She or he (it has always been a “he” so far) has authority over the bureaus of Finance, Taxation, Waterworks, Transportation, Housing, Public Health, and others; the Tokyo Fire Department; the Central Wholesale Market; the Offices of Policy Planning and Information; and other aspects of the administration of Tokyo Metropolis. The present governor is Ishihara Shintarō, first elected in 1999.

			History

			The origins of human settlement in what is today Tokyo are lost in prehistory. However, it is clear from archaeological evidence that the Kantō Plain was inhabited by hunting and gathering civilizations at least as far back as the late Jōmon period (ca. 2000 bc–ca. 1000 bc). There are shell mounds at Ochanomizu and Yushi in Bunkyō Ward and at Ōmori in Ōta Ward that record details of these early settlements. Other prehistoric settlements are associated with Yayoi culture, a later civilization (ca. 300 bc–ca. ad 300) that brought rice cultivation, metallurgy, and other technological and social innovations to both Japan as a whole and to the Kantō Plain specifically. Later, the area that is now Tokyo was part of Musashi Province, one of the administrative units that were set up under the Taika Reforms of 646 during Japan’s age of warring clans and powerful chieftains. In 939, the warrior Taira-no-Masakado gained control of the Kantō region and used it as a base from which to challenge central authority.

			The development of Tokyo as an urban settlement is traced to the year 1457 when a warrior leader named Ōta Dōkan chose a site near a small village in the Kantō Plain named Edo to build a castle. The fortification was on a low hill near Tokyo Bay, and it came to be the heart of the growing city. Edo Castle, as the fortification was called, was one of many castles in Japan at the time. It was not particularly distinguished. Similarly, the city itself (called Edo) was not particularly large or important. Dōkan was killed in 1486, and the castle deteriorated for approximately one century afterward under a succession of different invaders and occupants, the most notable of whom was the powerful Hōjō clan based in the nearby castle town of Odawara. The history of Edo-Tokyo took a dramatic turn in 1590, when the warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi vanquished the Hōjō family in a siege of Odawara and awarded Edo and its surroundings to his chief lieutenant, Tokugawa Ieyasu. Ieyasu made the city the capital of his fiefdom and the base for expanding control over ever-larger territories in Japan. By 1603, after the death of Hideyoshi and three years after the decisive Battle of Sekigahara, he had consolidated power over almost all of the country and proclaimed himself shōgun. The castle was rebuilt and greatly enlarged, and the city grew quickly to become the largest and most influential in the country. The policy of sankin kōtai, which required feudal lords to alternate residence between their domains and Edo, was instrumental in fueling urban growth, as was the construction of the new-version Edo Castle.

			The Tokugawa shogunate ruled Japan from Edo until 1868, during which time the city grew to be both enormous and remarkable. Its heart was the castle and a clockwise spiral of moats and high walls that protected the shōgun, his immediate family, and his closest allies in the center. The most important feudal lords (daimyō) also resided within fortifications. Many of them had additional residences on higher ground in the city in a section called yamanote, mostly to the north and west of the castle. Commoners (chōnin), including growing numbers of merchants and artisans, lived at the base of Edo Castle on the low flatlands at the mouth of the Sumida River and Tokyo Bay. Their area was called shitamachi, a word meaning “low city.” It was an extremely crowded district that consisted of numerous distinct quarters separated by busy canals and other waterways. There were also many lively amusement quarters called sakariba. The largest and most famous pleasure district in Edo was Yoshiwara. Because of the crowded conditions in the city and the prevalence of wood construction, there were frequent fires that destroyed entire districts and took many lives. The Meireki Fire of 1657 was the most destructive. Because so much of the city was destroyed (including Edo Castle itself), new policies about land use, building construction materials, and firefighting were enacted in its aftermath. In addition, bridges were built to allow the city to expand across the Sumida River and to open escape routes in case of future disasters.

			The city changed greatly after the shogunate fell in 1868 and the Meiji Period commenced. “Edo” was discontinued as the name, being replaced by “Tokyo,” and the emperor relocated his seat of power from Kyoto to the site of Edo Castle. Many foreign influences came to the city at this time because of Japanese individuals who were traveling abroad to study and because of the many foreign experts (yatoi) who were welcomed to the country as advisers and teachers. The foreign influences were seen in changing fashions in dress, forms of entertainment, and new foods, as well as in the architectural styles of landmark buildings such as the Hoterukan, a hotel in the Tsukiji district for foreigners; the Rokumeikan dance hall; and reconstructed commercial streets in the Ginza district. Meanwhile, the historic temple district of Asakusa, the site of the great temple Sensōji, thrived as an entertainment district of a different sort. Tokyo’s first modern office district was developed on vacant ground at the foot of the old castle. It was called London Block or Mitsubishi Londontown and evolved into what is today known as Marunouchi. Heavy industry expanded along the waterfront and along newly built rail corridors in the stretch between the core of Tokyo and Yokohama to the southwest.

			All this growth came to a crashing halt just before noon, 1 September 1923, when the Great Kantō Earthquake shook the city
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