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        you cannot know who you'll be

        when you will be so many different

        versions of yourself in this lifetime.

        you cannot find the road

        you are craving, not yet.

        it's waiting for you to pave it.
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        The poems in this short collection are custom pieces I have written over the years. These words are softer than my confessional poems. I hope you enjoy this book.
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      this is the beginning;

      I hope you can see it.

      

      all you'll touch, all you'll do.

      the shores you will wander,

      & the ink you will

      have etched upon your

      new new skin.

      

      this is the beginning;

      this life stretches on,

      & I hope you run

      wildly, without fear.

      

      this life stretches on,

      & we wait with baited

      breath to see all those

      you will heal.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            YOU CAME IN WITH COLOR

          

        

      

    

    
      you, the surprise,

      when I was

      just trying to survive,

      just trying to get by.

      

      & now I am unsure

      of how I was able to

      breathe without you.

      

      you, the steady,

      the lover I needed,

      the one I found

      when I wasn't looking

      for permanence.

      

      you, the piece of this family I didn't

      know would look my way,

      wear forgiveness,

      & taste like second chances.

      

      when everything

      was falling away,

      fading to black,

      you came in with color,

      with an open heart,

      with everything

      I could not find.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            YOUR QUIET FLOWERS

          

        

      

    

    
      oh, the fairytales,

      they cannot compare to this—

      this love we did not give up on,

      the enduring kind.

      I am so glad you did not run away;

      your quiet flowers

      & quiet persistence

      were all I needed to

      run back to you.

      

      oh, the fairytales, they cannot see this.

      they paint the beginning, & we are

      in the thick of this resilient love.

      

      pretending there are no

      others but us

      & this family we have made.

      

      perfect is in the trying, the day-to-day

      that warms us when we lie down

      together at night.

      

      perfect is in the way our children smile,

      the way they laugh, tiny waves of us

      reaching into the world.

      

      the fairytales, they cannot touch us.

      they do not lead me to you,

      true north, true love.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            WALKING MYTHS

          

        

      

    

    
      there aren't enough like us—

      swaying to music,

      slowing in our cars

      when the hook hooks us,

      lulls us.

      your hand wanders the canvas,

      art lingers after, in soft branches

      & ebony arms.

      in this solitude you unfurl;

      you reach out like the tree-lines

      you capture.

      they drink you up, those who

      get the chance to see your laughter.

      those who know

      the ocean lies in your eyes,

      in your mind,

      in another miracle you've captured.

      there aren't enough like you,

      walking myths, soft lulling hooks.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            I WANT TO LIGHT UP

          

        

      

    

    
      the shell is thick,

      the walls comforting.

      they do not break under my violent ways;

      they absorb my gentle sobs,

      my volcanic screams.

      

      the shell is thick, the walls

      the closest lover I know.

      so true & so constant—

      this fortress I have built,

      brick by brick, year by year.

      

      can they see it in my eyes?

      those that pass me by?

      the way I want to light up?

      the way I want to tear it all down?

      to end the drowning in all

      my past has built for me.

      

      the shell is thick,

      but I long to break through.
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