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1.  ​Foreword 
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Mnemonics Of China Geography: China's Mountains, Lakes, Rivers And Provinces.

To memorize the many landmarks and the names of the many provinces of China, it is best to make use of the various proven techniques of mnemonics.

Indeed, with a number of easily remembered messages and a number of unique pictures, one can easily recall all the names of these places on the map.
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2.  ​China 
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China is a major East Asian country.

It lies to the east of India, and to the south of Russia and Mongolia.

Its east coast borders the Yellow Sea and the East China Sea.

Its southern coast is surrounded by the South China Sea.
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3.  ​Mountains
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Five Great Mountains

Known as the Wuyue五岳, these five great mountains of China are held up as China's national heritage because of their sheer magnificence, and their prominent roles in the long cultural and political history of China.

It has been always been extolled in this classical couple:

“五岳归来不看山”

“黄山归来不看岳”

(After visiting the five great mountains, there is no wish to visit other mountains,

And after visiting the yellow mountain, there is no desire to visit any other mountain.)

The five great mountains are:

1. Mount Tai (Eastern Yue)泰山

2. Mount Hengshan (Southern Yue)衡山 

3. Mount Huashan (Western Yue)华山

4. Mount Heng (North Yue)恒山

5. Mount Songshan (Center Yue)嵩山

They may be remembered mnemonically as

THHHS, being:

Tai泰山 Hengshan衡山  Hua华山 Heng恒山 Song嵩山.

Or, in a funny Chinese mnemonic phrase of:

太横会很凶

(泰衡华恒嵩)

Situated at the 4 corners of the compass and centrally:

东南西北中

Differentiating Hengshans

Curiously, the Chinese pronunciation of the southern Hengshan and the northern Hengshan are exactly the same, although their words are very different, being 衡山 and 恒山 respectively.

So, how does one differentiate the two in verbal conversation?

Well, the Chinese have an ingenious way.

They refer to them respectively as follows:

the southern yue Hengshan in Hunan:

说“南岳衡山 湖南省

and the northern yue Hengshan in Shanxi:

说“北岳恒山 山西省

China's Mountain Ranges

There are altogether 9 great mountain ranges in China, situated 4 on the west side and 5 on the east side.

Western Ranges

The western mountain ranges of China are, from the top, 


●  Altai Mountain 阿尔泰山

●  TianShan 天山

●  Kunlun Mountain 昆仑山

●  Himalayas 喜玛拉雅山


They can be mnemonicized as

AlTiKH

(阿天昆喜).

The highest peak in the world is Mount Everest, or 珠穆朗玛峰 (Zhūmùlǎngmǎ Fēng), a transliteration of the Tibetan name Qomolangma, meaning "Goddess Mother Mountain" or "Holy Mother Peak,"

It is  located on the border of China and Nepal.

Beyond the Himalayas, to the west, is the mighty Hindu Kush mountain range, situated at the very junction of Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Pakistan (ATP).

And West of Kunlun Mountain range is the Pamirs mountain range, spreading from China to Tajikistan.
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EASTERN RANGES

The eastern mountain ranges of China are, from the top, 


●  DaXinganling 大兴安岭

●  Changbai 长白山

●  Taihang 太行山

●  Qinling 泰岭

●  Nanling 南岭


They can be mnemonicized as

DaChTaQN

(大长太秦南)

Qinling Mountain Range 

The Qinling 秦岭 Mountain Range, known previously as Nanshan, is located at the geographical center of China.

It serves as a crucial dividing line between northern and southern China.

Nanling Mountain Range

The Nanling 南岭, also known as the Wuling, is a major mountain range in Southern China that separates the Pearl River Basin from the Yangtze River Valley.

It serves as the dividing line between the south and the central subtropical zones, and the dividing line between the Yangtze river basin and the Pearl river (Zhujiang) basin.

It blocked the cold air streams from the north and made for Lingnan’s 岭南 warm and humid subtropical weather in the south coastal China. 

All these major mountain ranges of China are depicted in the following schematic map:
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MOUNT HUANGSHAN (YELLOW Mountain)

Huangshan is a Unesco World Heritage Site in Anhui province known for its dramatic granite peaks, unique pines, and misty vistas. Huangshan has widely been said to be 'the loveliest mountain of China', and was acclaimed through art and literature through a good part of Chinese history, and in particular, in the unique, minimalistic and mesmerizing Shanshui (mountain and water) style of Chinese black brush-stroke paintings of the mid-16th century.
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TAIHANG MOUNTAINS

In the east, there is the magnificent Taihang Mountains (太行山), situated to the east of the Yellow River loop.

This is the famous mountain range that defines the important provinces of Shandong (山东) and Shanxi (山西), which literally means “east of the mountain” and “west of the mountain”.

Indeed, Shandong is a province immediately south of the Chinese capital Beijing.

Shanxi is a province immediately west of the Chinese capital Beijing.

They are separated by the Taihang mountain.

Sacred Buddhist Mountains

Then, there are the 4 sacred Buddhist mountains:

1. Mount Emei 峨眉山 (in Sichuan)

2. Mount Putuo 普陀山 (in Zhejiang)

3. Mount Wutai 五台山 (in Shanxi)

4. Mount Jiuhua 九华山 (in Anhui)

Mnemonics: EP59.

峨普五九.

Daoist Mountains

There are also the 4 Daoist mountains:

1. Mount Qingcheng 青城山 (in Sichuan)

2. Wudang Mountain 武当山 (in Hubei)

3. Longhu Mountain 龙虎山 (in Jiangxi)

4. Qiyun Mountain 齐云山 (in Anhui)

Mnemonics: QiWuLoQ.

青武龙齐.

In addition, the great Kunlun Mountain 昆仑山 in the west, where the two great rivers originate, is often treated as a mythical and ultimate spiritual sanctuary in Daoism.
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4.  ​Seas
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China is surrounded by 4 seas: 


●  Bohai Gulf at the northeast, which joins on the east with 

●  Yellow Sea, then southward to the 

●  East China Sea, then further south to the 

●  South China Sea.


Mnemonics: BYES.

All these are connected to the Pacific Ocean.
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5.  ​Superhuman Constructions 
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China boasts of two massive construction projects throughout its long history. 

They were:


●  Great Walls Of China (along north of the Yellow River),

[image: ]

The combined length of all branches, sections, and fortifications that make up the long and winding Great Wall of China is about 20,000 km, with the most famous Ming Dynasty sections accounting for over 8,800 km of this massive network. This vast system includes walls, watchtowers, and natural barriers, built across multiple dynasties over 2,000 years to protect northern China from the northern nomads.

The widest part of the Great Wall is 17 m wide. The average width of the wall is 9 m.

The two primary, well-known ends of the Ming Dynasty Great Wall are Shanhai Pass 山海关 (in Hebei’s Qinhuangdao near Bohai) in the east and Jiayu Pass 嘉峪关 (in Gobi Desert of Gansu province) in the west. But older sections extended further east and west.



●  Grand Canal (Beijing to Hangzhou 1,800 km)
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Also known as the Jing–Hang Grand Canal, the main building phase of the widest stretch of the Grand Canal was during the Sui dynasty, when Sui Yangdi commenced the project in the year 605.

The Grand Canal’s width varies historically and geographically, with large navigable stretches of up to 40 km width in the plains, and narrower segments near urban centers or complex features.
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6.  ​Rivers 
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There are two major rivers in China: 


●  Yellow River 黄河 or Huanghe, and the 

●  Yangtze River 长江 or Changjiang.


They are the twin cradle of China's civilization that stretches over more than 5,000 years.

Yellow River

The Yellow River originates at an elevation above 15,000 feet in the Bayan Har Mountains, in the eastern Plateau of Tibet. 

In its middle stretches, the Yellow River makes a unique large loop in the Ordos region enclosing an area known as the Loess Plateau 黄土高原. 

And while the central plateau is a semi-arid desert, the surrounding river plains are historically some of China's most fertile agricultural lands. The floodplains along the northern bends of the loop are highly fertile grasslands. Known as the "river loop" plains, they are subdivided into the West Loop (Ningxia) and East Loop (Inner Mongolia). These areas support intense agricultural and pastoral activities.

To the south, the loop borders the Loess Plateau, an extremely fertile region where the Yellow River deposits nutrient-rich silt.

This is the famous Hetao 河套 Plains.

Eventually, after a long journey of 5,400 km, the Yellow River empties into Bohai at Dongying 东营, Shandong.

Yangtze River

Yangtze River originates from a glacier in the Tanggula Mountains on the Qinghai-Tibet plateau. 

After a long journey of 6,300 km, it empties into the East China Sea at Shanghai.

Tributaries

There are also many tributaries that join these two great rivers as they flow eastward to the sea. These together made up the fertile river basins that support many millions of people.
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7.  ​China's Rivers Counting From Top Down
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These are the 8 important rivers that run generally from west to east (except those in the northeast* which run from south to north), listed in the order of from top to bottom of the map:


●  Songhuajiang* 松花江

●  Heilongjiang* 黑龙江

●  Huanghe 黄河

●  Weishui 渭水

●  Hanshui 汉水

●  Huaihe 淮河

●  Yangtze Jiang 杨子江

●  Zhujiang (Pearl River) 珠江



They can be mnemonicized as:

松黑黄 渭汉淮 扬珠

SHH WHH YZ

(sounds like 使无疑)

Xijiang 西江

The Xi River is a western tributary of the Pearl River in southern China. It is formed by the confluence of the Gui and Xun Rivers in Wuzhou, Guangxi. It originates from the eastern foothills of the Maxiong Mountain in Qujing City, Yunnan Province.
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