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Chapter 1





Pallet Town, in the Kanto region, when Ash Ketchum was still too young to be a Pokémon Trainer . . .





Hey, Mum!” Ash yelled, racing into the kitchen. He was waving a flyer covered with pictures of Pokémon. “Can I go to Professor Oak’s Pokémon Camp?!” He wanted to learn as much about Pokémon as he could, and Professor Oak was an expert!





“Oh, so they have a camp for that, too! All right, I’ll fill out your application,” his mum replied.
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“Yay!” Ash cheered, leaping around the kitchen.

“But I have an early appointment that day that I can’t change,” his mum continued. “Are you sure you can wake yourself up?”





Ash was so excited about camp and the Pokémon he would see there that he was barely listening to his mum. “It’ll be so much fun!” he cried.





Meanwhile, in the forest outside Pallet Town, an enthu- siastic Pichu was running through the trees. In the wilderness, there were many Pokémon who live in groups, but this little Electric-type Pokémon seemed to be all alone.





The Pichu was playing happily when an Ekans slith- ered out, hissing, and charged at it. Startled, Pichu used Thunder Shock on the Ekans – which jolted it so powerfully that the Snake Pokémon thumped to the ground and slithered away in fear!





Pichu thumped to the ground in a daze, too. It was still learning how to control its electricity, and it was exhausted from the attack.
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