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			ABOUT THIS BOOK 

			This world in which we live is not the world God created. The world God made was created in six days, and at the end of each day, God viewed his work and he was very well pleased with what he had accomplished. “[He] saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:25). The sixth day of God’s work of creation was the final day, and that day was the culmination of all of his work. It was on that day that God created all of the animals, and they were all masterpieces of his engineering and creating skills. The sixth day reveals the reason God created his new world. God wanted children, and he did not want children because he wanted someone to love him; he wanted children because he wanted someone to love, for God is love (1 John 4:8). God’s expectation was that his children would respect him and love him back. John wrote, “We love, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

			God created his children male and female, and they were to replenish the earth with other children, all of whom God would love dearly. When God created his children, the human family, he wanted them to know how much he loved them, and to demonstrate his love for them, he created a majestic universe composed of the heavens, the sea, and the earth. It was infinite, it was perfect, and it was full of all kinds of living creatures. Nothing more could be done or added to what God had created to make it more perfect. Then God gave it all to his children to show them how much he loved them (Genesis 1:26). What a wonderful gift Adam and Eve received from their Father. They had received the gift of life, the gift of love, and they had been given everything their Father owned.

			At that time the world was perfect. It was in perfect harmony with itself and with the Creator, and all the earth was at peace. There were no such things as disease, illness, disaster, pain, or aging, because there was no sin and there was no death. There was no violence because at that time, Adam and Eve and the entire animal world were all vegetarians—they ate nothing but fruits and vegetables (Genesis 1:29–30). Therefore, nothing had to die so an animal could become food for something larger, stronger, or smarter than they were. That made life for Adam and Eve very comfortable and very simple. All they had to do every day was “to dress and to keep” the garden, which gave them something to do (Genesis 2:15). They were also to have children to replenish the earth with their own kind (Genesis 1:28). That would give them plenty to do. They were to enjoy the garden, and every day they would walk and talk with their Father who had given them the garden, and who had given them life. They had perfect fellowship with God, their Father (Genesis 3:8–9). What more could they ask for?

			So what happened? This world in which we live is subject to many threatening things—earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, terrible hurricanes and storms, famines, plagues, fires, floods, pestilence, wars, poverty, pain, disappointments, and even the violence of evil men who love to kill and destroy. All of those things came into the world by the trespass of just one man. Also, both physical death and spiritual death were caused by the trespass of that same man. His name was Adam. Death is the king of terrors (Job 18:14). Death is the last enemy of God, and it shall be abolished forever by the second coming of Jesus and the general resurrection of all the dead. After that transpires, there shall never again be any such thing as death.

			All of those terrible things mentioned above came into a perfect and peaceful world by Adam’s sin. Romans 5:12 says, “Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned” (Romans 5:12). Adam and Eve were both forgiven for having sinned against the Almighty. The fact that Adam lived for 930 years after he sinned proves that. Adam and Eve were forgiven by the cross of Jesus. Therefore, all of the horrible things mentioned above that still occur in our world today are the leftover consequences of Adam’s transgression. They shall all be abolished when Jesus comes again and the dead are raised and the new heavens and the new earth are established. When that transpires, it will complete the restoration of all things (Acts 3:21; 1 Peter 3:1–18). 

			Adam and Eve were given life to be God’s children, and they were created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26–27). They had been given just one law, and if they did not break that one law, there was no other way they could have sinned against their Father. They did not have the knowledge of good and evil, for they were like little children—because they were little children. They had been given everything God owned except for one small object—a tree—and that tree belonged to God. It was called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam and Eve were forbidden to eat of the fruit of that tree upon pain of death. Moses wrote, “And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16–17).

			That tree had a purpose. It offered a continual way for Adam and Eve to prove their respect and their love for their Father by obediently staying away from his tree. But Adam and Eve were not pleased with all that God had given them; they wanted more. They saw no reason for God to prevent them from having that tree as well as all of the other trees, and so they ate the forbidden fruit and sinned. The devastation, the pain, the misery, and the grief they caused by their one act of rebellion is far beyond description. Adam and Eve were sentenced to death the very day they rebelled against God when they ate of the fruit of his tree. That day they suffered spiritual death by being driven away from the presence of God and from their beautiful garden (Genesis 3:22–24). They also suffered physical death because that day their bodies started to grow old and decay, and it was some 930 years later that Adam experienced physical death (Genesis 5:5). 

			It is impossible for us to even imagine how God felt the day that happened, for God did not only lose his children, but he also lost his entire human family and his whole creation. Adam and Eve stood condemned because of their disobedience, and the entire world that God made and had given to them was condemned with them (Romans 8:18–23). They and the entire creation in which they lived were all one united entity. Therefore, when any part of it became defiled, it all became corrupt, and the only correction for such a disaster was the complete annihilation of everything God had created. If ever we should feel sorry for God, and maybe even pray for God, it should be because of that day, for that was the day when God’s world just completely fell apart. God has the same feelings and emotions we have because he is the one who gave us ours. When God’s world falls apart, just as our world seems at times to fall apart, God hurts the same way we hurt because he has the same feelings and emotions that we have (Genesis 6:5–8). 

			For a person to see the devastation that Adam’s sin caused, they should read Romans 5:12–21. However, that passage of Scripture also declares the correction for Adam’s sin and how his sin and all of its consequences were annulled by the free gift: the forgiveness of sin and eternal life through the cross of God’s Son who is called Jesus. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

			It is tragic that when most people read Romans 5:12–21, and especially members of the Roman Catholic Church, that they see only the first part of those verses that express Adam’s trespass and its devastating consequences. That is what causes them to believe that little babies must be baptized (taken to a priest to be sprinkled with water) to take away Adam’s sin when they are born or else they will perish. It is not likely the Catholic Church will ever change its view of how it interprets that passage of Scripture. But for babies to have to be sprinkled with a little water when they are born or else they will perish is not reasonable. Little babies have no sin, and they are not held accountable for Adam’s transgression. Also, not one little baby should ever have to depend on someone else to do something for them that would save their souls, something over which they have no control whatsoever. The only One we all must depend on to save our souls is Jesus. He did something for us that is so magnificent and so far past our understanding that all we can do is believe in him and the promises of his Father, the Almighty, and accept it all by our faith and obedience. 

			If we sum up the message of doom that was caused by Adam’s trespass, it says, “Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned” (Romans 5:12). If we sum up the promise of the free gift that Jesus brought into the world by his cross, it says, “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never die. Believest thou this?” (John 11:25–26).

			This book is in agreement with the Roman Catholic Church’s view that when Adam sinned, God did in fact declare condemnation and death against the whole human family, for that is what Romans 5:12–21 says happened. But this book is also in agreement with the conservative Christian churches’ view that God would never hold little babies and innocent people accountable and sentence them to death for the sin of another man, which is also the message of Romans 5:12–21. Not only are both views of Romans 5:12–21 possible, but they are the only views conceivable. However, it is the cross and the free gift it established that makes both views possible. 

			When Adam sinned, the death sentence that was declared against the whole human family was immediately nailed to the cross of Jesus, and it was there that one Man paid in full for what his brother had done. Adam and Jesus were brothers because they both had the same Father. The first son of God, Adam (Luke 3:38), committed a trespass that condemned everything his Father had made. The second Son of God, the only begotten Son of God who is called Jesus, died on a cross to pay for the devastation that his brother’s trespass had caused. Therefore, the death sentence that was declared against the entire human family was immediately taken away and nailed to the cross of Jesus the very day the trespass was committed. It was the very same day that Adam sinned that Jesus paid in full with his cross to have his brother’s trespass annulled. Jesus died on the cross in about 33 AD. But the cross and all of its power to forgive sinners and bestow eternal life was an established fact in the mind of God before the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:17–21). The price, or the “ransom” (Matthew 20:28) that God paid to accomplish that is so valuable and so precious that it is far beyond description. That is just the way God does things. That is why not one little baby or any other person—that is, except Jesus—were ever held accountable and were forced to face death for Adam’s trespass. Without Jesus and his cross, it would all have been an entirely different story.

		


		
			PREFACE

			There are many passages of Scripture in the Bible that are quite complex, and therefore they are very difficult to understand. One such example is the book of Daniel, especially chapter 11. The revelation letter that John wrote to the seven churches of Asia is an example of Bible Scriptures that are not easy to grasp. When the Scriptures prophesy of things that are yet to come, and the writer of those Scriptures use figurative sayings and complex expressions to make their point, those Scriptures can be very difficult to comprehend. 

			However, there are other parts of the Bible that are difficult to understand for other reasons—not because they contain a complex message, but because they speak of things that are in direct conflict with what a person already believes to be the established truth. Therefore, those Scriptures can be very difficult to accept for exactly what they say. When that occurs, it is tempting to interpret those Scriptures in a way that forces them into agreement with flawed perspectives. We do not like to think we have been wrong in the teachings that we have been steeped in for all of our lives. 

			Romans 5:12–21 is an example of that dilemma because there are two messages in those verses of Scripture, and most people see only one. One of the messages (the one that most people solely acknowledge) is the threat of despair unto death that was caused by Adam’s sin. That is the message that is in the first part of each verse, and it is the only message the Roman Catholic Church sees. The other message is the power of the free gift—the forgiveness of sin and the promise of eternal life (Romans 6:23)—to annul the consequence of Adam’s trespass and immediately restore life to those who had been threatened with condemnation and death because of Adam’s trespass. That message of encouragement and hope appears in the second part of each verse of those Scriptures. The free gift was established by Jesus and his cross. Therefore, those two messages are diametrically opposed to each other—they are exact opposites. Paul wrote, “But not as the trespass, so also is the free gift. For if by the trespass of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound unto the many” (Romans 5:15). Therefore, when a person reads the first part of the verses of Scripture in Romans 5:12–21, they are viewing the condemnation and the devastation that Adam’s sin caused. When a person reads the second part of those Scriptures, they are seeing the power of the cross that completely canceled Adam’s sin, annulled its consequences, and took it all away.

			In Romans 5:12–21, the message of Jesus’ free gift is just as prevalent as the message of doom and despair that was caused by Adam’s trespass, but the message of hope, joy, peace, and the salvation that Jesus offers to all men by his free gift is much more powerful. It is that message of hope and joy in Romans 5:12–21 that is the “much more” that many—including the Roman Catholic Church—fail to see. All that most people see when they read Romans 5:12–21 is the message of doom and despair, and that is so very sad.

			Romans 5:12–21 is the Scripture passage the Roman Catholic Church uses to teach (correctly) that Adam condemned himself, the whole creation, and the entire human race when he sinned. But that is also the same passage of Scripture that the Roman Catholic Church uses to require little babies to be baptized. I believe the Catholic Church’s view to be correct as far as teaching that God threatened to condemn the entire creation because of Adam’s transgression, but the teaching that little babies must be sprinkled with water when they are born or they will perish is not reasonable, and it is far from the truth. Little babies have no sin, they have not sinned, and they are not held accountable for the trespass that Adam committed (Matthew 18:2–6). If that doctrine were true, little babies would be lost through no fault of their own; they would perish because someone failed to take them to a priest and have them sprinkled with water. 

			The condemnation that God pronounced against the world because of Adam’s trespass never actually fell upon the human family, and it certainly did not fall upon little babies. It immediately fell upon one Man: Jesus. Adam’s sin was immediately nailed to the cross of Jesus the very moment it was committed. Therefore, not one person (and that certainly includes little babies) has ever been held accountable for Adam’s trespass, nor shall any person ever be held accountable for what Adam did—that is, except Jesus. Jesus took the full responsibility for Adam’s trespass upon himself, and he paid for all the damage Adam’s sin caused with the blood of his cross. Therefore, all men shall be held accountable only for their own sins—the sins that they themselves commit—when they reach the age of accountability. In the Old Testament the age of accountability was twenty years old (Numbers 14:28–32). 

			The conservative churches, such as the Churches of Christ and other conservative Christian denominations, believe that Adam’s sin never condemned little babies or anyone else in the human population. They believe it would be totally contrary to God and his righteousness for the Almighty to hold an innocent person accountable for the trespass of another man. Therefore, the conservative view of Romans 5:12–21 is that babies do not have to be baptized until they grow up and are held accountable for their own sins, which is absolutely true and correct, but it is true only because of the cross. If there had been no cross, then all men—and that includes little babies—would have been forever held captive in the bondage of death because of Adam’s trespass. If there had been no cross, there could be no resurrection, and without the resurrection, there is no hope of life after death for anyone. Proof of that statement is as follows in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: 

			Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither hath Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been raised, then is our preaching vain, your faith also is vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we witnessed of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, neither hath Christ been raised: and if Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also that are fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most pitiable. But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of them that are asleep.... Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:12–20, 51–57) 

			It was the cross of Jesus and his resurrection from the tomb that conquered death and gave all men victory over death—at least to all those who believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and who believe in the resurrection (Romans 10:9). It was the very moment that Jesus was raised from the tomb that the victory over death became an accomplished fact and sin died. Jesus became sin for us, and when Jesus was nailed to the cross and died, it was sin that was nailed to the cross and perished. Paul wrote, “Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

			The above is a clear and sensible view of Romans 5:12–21, and it gives a sound reason that explains how Adam could sin and condemn the whole world, but it also shows how Jesus immediately took that curse upon himself and paid for it in full with his death on the cross and his resurrection. It is Jesus’ cross and resurrection that freed the creation and the entire human world from the bondage of sin, which is death. Romans 5:12–21 has a serious message, but that message is not difficult to understand; it says what it means. But for many, it is very difficult to accept. Here it is, Romans 5:12–21:

			Therefore, as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and so death passed unto all men, for that all sinned:— for until the law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the likeness of Adam’s transgression, who is a figure of him that was to come. But not as the trespass, so also is the free gift. For if by the trespass of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound unto the many. And not as through one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment came of one unto condemnation, but the free gift came of many trespasses unto justification. For if, by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one; much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one, even Jesus Christ. So then as through one trespass the judgment came unto all men to condemnation; even so through one act of righteousness the free gift came unto all men to justification of life. For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the one shall the many be made righteous. And the law came in besides, that the trespass might abound; but where sin abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly: that, as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

			The reason that Romans 5:12–21 is so difficult to understand is not because of the way it is written, or because of the words Paul used to put it all together. It is difficult to comprehend because it says something that is very challenging to believe: that God would declare the judgment of death against innocent people and even little babies for the trespass that one man committed. But that is exactly what the first part of the verses in Romans 5:12–21 says that God did, and this book will illustrate why he did it. It was because God is holy and righteous and he cannot tolerate sin, nor can he tolerate anything that sin has contaminated—and it was Adam’s trespass that corrupted the whole creation and condemned the entire human family. Therefore, God paid the supreme price himself to do away with all sin and to take away the sin of the world (John 1:29). The price God paid was the death of his own Son on a cruel cross. It was Jesus who suffered the death sentence for Adam’s trespass the very moment that Adam sinned, because the cross was in the mind of God before the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:17–21). 

			The plan God had to create the world was in his mind from the beginning (Revelation 4:11), and the plan God had in his mind to redeem the creation from sin and death was part of that plan from the beginning. That is why not one person had to suffer for themselves the consequence of Adam’s sin (death): because Jesus paid for it all in full with his own blood (Acts 20:28). That is what established the righteousness of God when he declared condemnation against all men for the sin of one man. He never allowed that judgment unto death to fall upon the human family. It all fell upon one Man in the human family, and that Man was himself the Almighty Jehovah God who had become the Son of man. 

			When we read Romans 5:12–21, we encounter six statements that contrast Adam’s trespass and its deadly effect with what Christ did that counteracted Adam’s sin and abolished the consequence of his transgression. In those verses of Scripture we should look for three phrases: the trespass, the free gift, and much more. The trespass was Adam’s original sin. The free gift is the power of the cross to annul Adam’s trespass and establish the forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The “much more” is what separates the message of condemnation unto death that was caused by Adam’s trespass (as it is affirmed in the first part of each verse) from the message of how the free gift of Christ has the power to completely annul the consequence of Adam’s sin (as it is asserted in the last part of each verse). By viewing those verses of Scripture in that way, we can understand the devastating effect that Adam’s trespass had on God’s world and on the entire human family. We can also see how the free gift of Christ had the power to annul Adam’s sin by paying in full the price that was demanded to restore God’s creation back to its original glory and beauty. The cross also immediately restored life to all who had been judged and condemned because of Adam’s sin. Likewise, the free gift offers the forgiveness of sin and eternal life to all who had died because of their own sins (the sins they themselves have committed). For the free gift to take away the sins that a person commits himself (not Adam’s trespass, but their own sins), belief in the Christ to be the Son of God and obedience to God’s Word is absolutely necessary (John 8:24; John 8:31–32). 

			There is a Scripture that sums up Romans 5:12–21 perfectly. It is 1 Corinthians 15:21–22 which says, “For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” There is another Scripture in Romans 5 that says about the same thing: 

			So then as through one trespass the judgment came unto all men to condemnation; even so through one act of righteousness the free gift came unto all men to justification of life. For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the one shall the many be made righteous. (Romans 5:18–19) 

			Those Scriptures say that when Adam sinned, it was he alone who condemned the entire creation by his one act of disobedience. All other men, even men who had not yet been born, were helpless to do anything to escape the consequence of Adam’s trespass, and therefore, they stood condemned by his sin. They were going to be born into a condemned world and would be condemned with it. However, Jesus died on the cross to forgive all men of sin and save them from sin and death. That included Adam’s trespass, and it includes the salvation of little babies and all of the people who have not yet been born. Jesus achieved all of that alone, and not one person had any part of the salvation that Jesus established for all men with his cross. Without our participation or knowledge, all living creatures stood condemned by Adam’s sin, and without our participation or knowledge, Jesus took that condemnation upon himself, and he paid for it in full with his cross. It was one man’s unrighteous act of disobedience that threatened all men with death and made them all sinners. It was another Man’s righteous act of obedience that annulled Adam’s trespass and set all men free from its consequences, gave them eternal life, and made them all righteous. It was the power of the cross that accomplished all of that.

			One of the things we see when we read Romans 5:12–21 is how devastating Adam’s sin was to God’s entire creation, as well as to God. Before Adam’s trespass, sin and death did not exist in God’s perfect world. When Adam sinned, he caused both of those horrors to fall upon the whole creation, and his sin condemned the whole world, sentencing all living creatures in it to death. There was not a thing anyone could do to prevent that from happening (Hebrews 9:27). Therefore, Adam is the source of death, with all of its pain, sorrow, and hardships. Christ, on the other hand, is the source of justification and life, with all of its glory, joy, and blessings. Adam’s trespass was caused by self-indulgence, and it came with the power to kill and destroy. The free gift of Christ came as the result of one man’s self-sacrifice, and it had the power to annul the condemnation that Adam’s sin caused and establish eternal life. 

			However, there was another problem apart from Adam’s trespass that Jesus’ cross annulled: the many sins that many men had committed themselves—“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The death sentence that was passed on to all men because of Adam’s trespass was taken away immediately without any man having to do anything to make that happen. But the sins that a person commits himself, which are forgiven by the same sacrifice that took away Adam’s sin, are also forgiven by the conditions that God demanded must be obeyed in order to receive that forgiveness. Those conditions are belief that Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24), repentance (Luke 13:3, 5), the confession of sin (1 John 1:9), and being baptized by immersion for the forgiveness of sin (Acts 2:38; 8:32–39; 22:16). 

			It is amazing that the grace of God allowed the death of just one Man to forgive Adam’s trespass, as well as the other men who had sinned in the Old Testament era, long before Jesus had actually died on the cross. All forgiveness comes only from the cross of Jesus (John 14:6). But the power of the cross was in effect in the mind of God before he created the world, and it was certainly in effect before Adam sinned. Peter said that Jesus becoming the Son of God and dying on his cross was in the mind of God before the foundation of the world when he wrote these words:

			And if ye call on him as Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to each man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear: knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a lamb without spot, even the blood of Christ: who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but was manifested at the end of times for your sake. (1 Peter 1:17–20)

			Paul also wrote about the time when the salvation of the world took place in the mind of God in the following verses:

			Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ: even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish before him in love. (Ephesians 1:3–4)

			Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath
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