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         Visit our How To website at www.howto.co.uk  
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you can engage in conversation with our authors – all of whom have ‘been there and done that’ in their specialist fields. You can get access to special offers and additional content but most importantly you will be able to engage with, and become a part of, a wide and growing community of people just like yourself.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll be able to talk and share tips with people who have similar interests and are facing similar challenges in their lives. People who, just like you, have the desire to change their lives for the better - be it through moving to a new country, starting a new business, growing their own vegetables, or writing a novel.
         
 
         At www.howto.co.uk you’ll find the support and encouragement you need to help make your aspirations a reality.
         
 
         You can go direct to www.the-diy-wedding-guide.co.uk which is part of the main How To site.
         
 
         How To Books strives to present authentic, inspiring, practical information in their books. Now, when you buy a title from How To Books, you get even more than just words on a page. 
         

      

      
    

  
    
       
         
            
               [image: ]
               

            

         

      

      
    

  
    
      
         
         
 
         
            Contents
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            

         
 
         
            Title Page
            
 
            Preface 
            
 
            Wedding timeline 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            1. Stationery 
            
 
            Setting a colour palette 
            
 
            Setting a wedding theme 
            
 
            Deciding on fonts 
            
 
            Save the date cards 
            
 
            Invitations 
            
 
            Evening invites 
            
 
            Order of service booklet 
            
 
            Table stationery 
            
 
            How to organise a table plan 
            
 
            Place cards 
            
 
            Thank you cards 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            2. Venues 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Choosing a venue 
            
 
            Questions to ask potential venues 
            
 
            Types of venues 
            
 
            Marquees 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            3. Reception 
            
 
            Deciding on your reception venue 
            
 
            Selecting the right package 
            
 
            Arranging the seating plan 
            
 
            Decorating your reception venue 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Speeches 
            
 
            After dinner entertainment 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            4. Getting married abroad 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Organising your paperwork 
            
 
            Pros and cons of getting married abroad 
            
 
            Do a reccy 
            
 
            Information for guests 
            
 
            Packing for a wedding abroad 
            
 
            Wedding abroad checklist 
            
 
            Wedding insurance 
            
 
            Things to consider when getting married abroad 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            5. Transport 
            
 
            The night before the wedding 
            
 
            Choosing your transport 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            6. Photography 
            
 
            A little planning goes a long way  
            
 
            Hiring the right photographer 
            
 
            Questions to ask prospective photographers 
            
 
            Planning your photographs 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            7. Music 
            
 
            Music for the ceremony 
            
 
            Prelude 
            
 
            The processional 
            
 
            Wedding hymns 
            
 
            The departure 
            
 
            Music for the reception 
            
 
            Band vs DJ 
            
 
            First dance 
            
 
            Party music 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            8. Flowers 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Flowers in bloom 
            
 
            Foliage 
            
 
            Meanings of flowers 
            
 
            Keeping your wedding flowers 
            
 
            Buttonholes 
            
 
            Hand-tied bouquets 
            
 
            Floral table centrepieces 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            9. Food and drink 
            
 
            Food suppliers at venues 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Providing your own food and drink 
            
 
            Afternoon tea 
            
 
            Buffets 
            
 
            Holding a BBQ 
            
 
            Themed foods 
            
 
            Canapés 
            
 
            Welcome drinks 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            Desserts 
            
 
            After dinner delights 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            10. Wedding cakes 
            
 
            Traditional wedding cakes 
            
 
            Making a wedding cake 
            
 
            Filling your cake 
            
 
            Covering your cake 
            
 
            Adding decorations 
            
 
            Stacking your wedding cake 
            
 
            Cupcakes 
            
 
            Alternative options for wedding cakes 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            11. The wedding dress 
            
 
            How to find your dream dress 
            
 
            Deciding on a dress shape for your figure 
            
 
            Choosing the right fabric 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            The veil 
            
 
            Choosing your bridesmaid and flower girl dresses 
            
 
            Budget busters  
            
 
            12. Hair and make up 
            
 
            Starting a beauty regime 
            
 
            A simple beauty regime to follow 
            
 
            Beauty treatments 
            
 
            Homemade beauty treatments 
            
 
            Wedding hair 
            
 
            Long hair 
            
 
            Short hair 
            
 
            Practice makes perfect 
            
 
            Choosing the perfect hair accessories 
            
 
            Wedding make up 
            
 
            Make up must haves for brides 
            
 
            Tools of the trade 
            
 
            A step-by-step guide to doing your own wedding day make up 
            
 
            Wedding day emergencies 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            
 
            13. Favours 
            
 
            Ideas for favours 
            
 
            Budget busters 
            
 
            
                

            
 
            Index 
            
 
            Copyright
            

         

      

      
    

  
    
      
         
         
 
         
            Preface
            
 
            
               [image: ]
               

            

         
 
         Congratulations you’re engaged – this is where the real fun begins! Over the next few months you’ll have lots of decisions to make as you plan your dream day. You may already have in mind exactly what you want from your special day, or you may not. Don’t worry, this book is bursting with ideas and, best of all, it’s for brides with realistic budgets.
         
 
         As you progress with your wedding plans you’ll start to realise how expensive weddings can be, but with a little help and guidance from this book you’ll have the wedding day of your dreams without starting married life in debt!
 
         So sit back, unhook the phone, grab a notepad to jot down any ideas and enjoy your time as a bride-to-be – you’re going to make it the best day of your life!
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         Organising a wedding can seem like a huge, daunting task and it may make you feel stressed rather than elated that you’re a bride-to-be. With so much to organise, how do you fit it all into your everyday life? The secret is to tackle each area one step at a time rather than attempt to do everything at once. Take a look at the simple breakdown below to guide you through the different areas and help you work out an order to tackle them in.
         
 
         
            [image: alt] Decide on a date
            
 
            [image: alt] Set a budget
            
 
            [image: alt] Decide on the number of guests and make a list
            
 
            [image: alt] Send out save the date cards if needed
            
 
            [image: alt] Research and visit possible venues
            
 
            [image: alt] Book a ceremony and reception venue
            
 
            [image: alt] Look into wedding insurance and decide on the best policy for you
            
 
            [image: alt] Research and book the photographer
            
 
            [image: alt] Choose the best man, ushers, bridesmaids, pageboys and flower girls
            
 
            [image: alt] Start wedding dress and shoe shopping
            
 
            [image: alt] Start looking for the bridesmaids’ dresses and shoes
            
 
            [image: alt] Start looking for the grooms’ and ushers’ suits
            
 
            [image: alt] Research and book caterers and marquees if needed
            
 
            [image: alt] Choose and book wedding cars
            
 
            [image: alt] Book entertainment for the reception
            
 
            [image: alt] Start getting paperwork in order
            
 
            [image: alt] Send invitations out five to six months in advance with your gift list information
            
  
            [image: alt] Decide on your wedding flowers
            
 
            [image: alt] Order your wedding rings
            
 
            [image: alt] Book the toastmaster if you’re having one  
            
 
            [image: alt] Let your venue and caterers know the exact numbers of guests and any special dietary information
            
  
            [image: alt] Start your wedding hair and makeup trials
            
 
            [image: alt] Book your honeymoon
            
 
            [image: alt] Book your wedding night accommodation
            
 
            [image: alt] Decide on the table plan for the wedding breakfast and give a copy to your venue
            
  
            [image: alt] Order your wedding cake
            
 
            [image: alt] Arrange your favours if you’re having them
            
 
            [image: alt] Start designing and making the table plan, place names and order of service books
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         Many couples use their wedding stationery to set the style and colour theme for their whole day. With save the date cards, day and evening invites, RSVP cards, place cards and thank you cards all required, designing and making your own stationery can save you a fortune! From simple designs to more unique ideas, your stationery is a reflection of your wedding day dream, so make it a special keepsake you’ll cherish for many years to come.
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         SETTING A COLOUR PALETTE
         
 
         Deciding on a colour palette for your wedding is an important decision. It will help set the style and theme for the whole day, as well as help to set up guidelines for choosing other elements such as flowers, bridesmaid dresses, the wedding cake, the wedding stationery, and perhaps it will even inspire the mother of the bride’s outfit. Having a colour palette to refer to will help ensure your day doesn’t turn into a multi-coloured rainbow!
 
         The first time you will need to use your colour palette will be when you send out your save the date cards, or invitations if you’re not sending out save the date cards. It’s a good idea to decide on your colour palette as early as possible so you don’t end up panicking and choosing just any colours at the last minute. It’s really important to choose your colour palette and theme (if you’re having one) before designing the stationery and not the other way round. 
         
 
         How to decide on a colour palette
 
         At first, choosing a colour palette may seem like a huge task and you may not know where to start. Don’t panic. Try to answer these questions to give you a clearer indication of what you like:
 
         
            [image: alt] Do you have a favourite colour(s)?
            
 
            [image: alt] Which season are you getting married in? You should use warm colours like browns and reds in the winter months to create a cosy ambience, and avoid using dark colours during a summer wedding unless they’re contrasted with light colours, like black and light blue.
            
 
            [image: alt] If you have already selected a venue, what type of ambience does it create? Is it old and traditional or modern and funky?
            
 
            [image: alt] Do you have a particular theme or era in mind for your wedding day? Perhaps you would like to wear a vintage dress or set a theme like a garden party?
            
 
            [image: alt] Do you have a favourite flower you are planning on using in your wedding bouquet? Which colours does the flower come in?
            

         
 
         Answering these questions should help to set some foundations for your colour palette. You can have as little as two colours in your palette but try to avoid using more than four, as this will over-complicate the colour scheme and make it look messy. Choose one or two colours as the main colour and use any others as accents (where they will only be used in small amounts). Think about using tones or hues in your colour scheme too.
 
         Example colour schemes
 
         Here are some sample colour palettes to inspire your colour scheme. Try using one as a base and adapt it for your own wedding.
 
         
            Traditional
 
            [image: alt] Cream and pink
            
 
            [image: alt] Lavender and light blue
            
 
            [image: alt] White and cream
            
 
            [image: alt] Gold and silver
            
 
            [image: alt] Lavender and ivory 
            
 
            [image: alt] Ivory and mint green
            
 
            [image: alt] Grey and pale pink
            
 
            Modern
 
            [image: alt] Black and pale pink
            
 
            [image: alt] Black and white
            
 
            [image: alt] Chocolate brown and blue
            
 
            [image: alt] Chocolate brown and pink
            
 
            [image: alt] Aqua blue and black
            
 
            [image: alt] Red and pink
            
 
            [image: alt] Black and teal
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         SETTING A WEDDING THEME 
         
 
         When you set your colour scheme you will probably have an idea of the type of theme you want to carry through your day. For many, the theme will be a traditional white wedding with accents of pastel colours for summer weddings or deeper shades for winter weddings. However, you can choose a theme for your wedding based on your personalities or interests you both share to make your day more memorable.
 
         Here is a selection of wedding theme suggestions for your special day, ranging from traditional to something more unique.
 
         Seasonal wedding
 
         
            [image: alt] Spring – Hold your wedding in spring to signify a new beginning. A spring wedding can be full of pastel shades such as yellow and vibrant greens. Images of butterflies, birds, rabbits and flowers can all be included as part of your wedding day theme. Choose traditional spring flowers for your day such as daffodils and tulips.
            
 
            [image: alt] Summer – A glorious and hopefully sunny time to get married. From pale pinks to vibrant purples, most colours suit a summer wedding. Choose refreshing fruit punches and BBQ food for the wedding breakfast to reflect the season. 
            
 
            [image: alt] Autumn – With the world turning into hues of orange, red and brown around you, an autumn wedding can be a vibrant affair! Choose bouquets of burnt orange and red flowers with twisted willow and dark red berries and leaves. Groomsmen can wear orange or red ties and waistcoats to match the bridesmaids’ dresses.
            
 
            [image: alt] Winter – Create a magical winter wonderland. Use lots of silver and white throughout the day and decorate your tables and topiary in fairy lights and glitter for a sparkly ambience. Hire a smoke machine for that extra ‘wow’ factor!
            

         
 
         Easter
 
         Use shades of baby yellow, blue and green for the colour theme. Think about representing the time of year by giving out small chocolate eggs as the favours and painting the place names onto hard-boiled eggs placed on a nest of feathers and ribbon.
 
         Valentines
 
         Think pink and red. Use lots of hearts throughout the day, starting with the stationery through to heart-shaped favours and wedding fairy cakes. Roses in red, white and pink are a perfect flower choice for this type of wedding.
 
         Oriental
 
         Use hues of black, white and red to reflect an oriental theme. Choose simple flowers such as oriental lilies and decorate your venue with white candles for a clean crisp look. For an interesting twist, swap your cutlery for chopsticks and use square plates instead of circular ones. Give out fortune cookies as your wedding favours.
 
         A one-colour theme
 
         Take your favourite colour and use it in different shades as the theme for your wedding day. For example, if your favourite colour is pink, decorate your venue with pink balloons, have a jar of pink marshmellows on the wedding tables, a tower of pink cupcakes for the wedding cake and lots of pink flowers!
         
 
         Hollywood glamour
 
         Think of your favourite film star or stars and create your whole day around them. Have a black tie dress code and serve cocktails in posh martini glasses. You can play music from your actor’s era and even hire look-alikes to mingle with your guests for an extra surprise!
 
         Beach theme
 
         Why travel abroad to go to the beach when you can create your own at home! Have a relaxed dress code and serve your guests drinks like Caribbean punch and pina coladas. You can decorate your venue with palm trees and shells and even have areas of sand for the children to play in.
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         DECIDING ON FONTS 
         
 
         After setting your colour palette, you will have a clearer idea of whether you want your wedding day to have a traditional or modern theme and this will be reflected in the fonts you use on your stationery.
 
         For a traditional feel use script and italic fonts such as:
 
         
            [image: alt] Century Schoolbook Italic
            
 
            [image: alt] Edwardian Script
            
 
            [image: alt] Electra Italic
            
 
            [image: alt] Fette Fraktur
            
 
            [image: alt] Garamond Italic
            
 
            [image: alt] Goudy Old Style
            
 
            [image: alt] ITC Bookman Italic
            
 
            [image: alt] ITC Galliard
            
 
            [image: alt] Medici Script
            
 
            [image: alt] Old English Text
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            1(a) Save the date card using Edwardian Script, (b) Save the date card using Edwardian Script and ITC Galliard Bold 
            
 
            2(a) Save the date card using Medici Script Medium, (b) Save the date card using Times Italic and ITC Galliard Italic
            
 
            3(a) Save the date card using AvantGarde Medium, (b) Save the date card using Helvetica Neue 45 Light and AvantGarde Medium
            

         
 
         
            [image: alt] Snell Rounded
            
 
            [image: alt] Times
            

         
 
         For a modern feel use sans-serif fonts. These are fonts without ascenders and descenders so the font appears much rounder, shorter and cleaner. Try these fonts for a modern look:
 
         
            [image: alt] Arial
            
 
            [image: alt] Avant Garde
            
 
            [image: alt] Bauhaus
            
 
            [image: alt] Century Gothic
            
 
            [image: alt] Comic Sans 
            
 
            [image: alt] Helvetica
            
 
            [image: alt] Marker Felt
            

         
 
         A popular way to lay out a modern-looking invite is to start with large text that gradually gets smaller or to spell out numbers, for example ‘on the sixth of June, two thousand and eleven’. You can also use different weights or colours to highlight important words, for example place the bride’s and groom’s names in bold or the date and time in italics.
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         SAVE THE DATE CARDS 
         
 
         As a general rule, you send out your wedding invites five to six months in advance. However if you’re getting married abroad or in a busy season like the summer months or around a special celebration such as Christmas or Valentine’s day, or if you are simply worried that important people to you may not be able to make it without receiving more notice, sending out save the date cards can be a very good idea. You can send them out as soon as you’ve set a date, even if you haven’t booked a venue. But you should avoid sending them out much over a year in advance in case the card gets lost or forgotten about!
 
         Save the date cards can contain as much or as little information as you want. Apart from the date, you can include the venue location if you already know it or you may want to save this information for your invites. If you are getting married abroad, you’ll probably want to send out your invites earlier than the usual five to six months in advance to allow your guests to plan their time off work and save up money to pay for the trip. In this case it would be a good idea to put the location on the save the date cards to get the ball rolling, followed shortly by the invites when you have booked your venue.
 
         Wording examples
 
         Here are some examples of save the date wording for you to adapt to suit your wedding style. 
         
 
         Casual 
         
 
         Charlotte Wood and James Green 
 are getting married! 
 Please save the 16th June 2011 to attend our special day 
 Invites to follow
         
 
         A date to remember! 
 27th June 2011 
 Please save the date to attend the wedding of 
 Claire and Phillip 
 at Chislehurst cricket ground
 Formal invite to follow
         
 
         Formal wording 
         
 
         Miss Natalie Davis 
 and Mr Kieran Fox 
 request the honour of your presence 
 at their marriage 
 on the 21st September 2011 
 at the Queens’ Summer Club, Cambridge 
 Formal invite to follow
         
 
         Mr and Mrs Edward Smythe 
 request the honour of your presence
 at the marriage of their daughter 
 Elizabeth Rose 
 to
 Mr James Anthony  
 on 10th July 2011 
 Formal invite to follow 
         
 
         Designing a save the date card
 
         Save the date cards should be simple and inexpensive to produce. You want to save the ‘wow’ factor for your invitations, so these cards should look relatively simple. The cheapest way to send a save the date card is to send out an email. While this can be the easiest way to tell people, remember that not everyone may have access to email, and the colours and fonts you can use may be limited.
         
 
         A prettier alternative to a straightforward email is to email round a PDF of your save the date card. This means that you can design your card using any font or colour and any size or shape. It can then be emailed as an attachment for your guests to print out and keep. Any relatives or friends without access to email can be given a print out of the card. This method is by far the cheapest and, best of all, it’s environmentally friendly!
 
         A save the date card doesn’t technically have to be a card. There are lots of fun and unique ways of giving your guests the information they need. The most obvious way is to send out a small card in your chosen wedding colours with some reference to your wedding theme if you have one. Here are some ideas to get you started.
 
         Easy card idea
 
         Two pieces of card mounted onto each other. For example, if your theme is black and white you can mount a piece of white card on
 
         Shaped cards
 
          
         Fridge magnets
 
          
         Chocolates
 
          
         Postcard
 
          
         Packet of flower seeds
 
          
         Box of confetti
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