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The Mission

Thanks for reading my story. Please rate it so that I and others can know what you think. | For further comments please contact me through my email:

Introduction

In the rural village of Norwent lives a young man named Callum. Callum meets his friends Revu, Greaves, Honus and Noreen.

Callam has brown hair and brown eyes, Revu has blond hair and blue eyes, Greaves has auburn hair and green eyes, Honus has silver hair and gold eyes, and Noreen has long blonde hair and brown eyes.

“How is everybody?” Callum asks.

“I heard a troubling thing today,” Honus says.

“Oh?”

“All our livestock have come down with an unknown disease.”

“What’s to be done?” Callum asks.”

“Not much,” Noreen says.

“I’ve heard of the Modum a source of life, healing and wisdom,” Greaves says.

“Surely that’s just a fable?” Noreen asks.

“I believe it’s real,” Greaves says.

“Let’s consult the Histories,” Callum says.

“Agreed Revu says.

The Histories confirm that the Modum is real.

“It seems the mission before us is to find the Modum and bring it back,” Callum says.

The rest agree.

“Let’s fill our back packs with food and clothing and meet back here tomorrow morning,” Callum says.

Cloros

They decide to go to Cloros. It takes them six hours. They go to the inn and sit down at a table.

“What d’ya want?” the Serving Girl asks.

“Four ales and a cider,” Callum says.

“That’s a gold and a silver.”

“What’s to eat?” Noreen asks.

“Rabbit’s two silvers, stew’s three silvers and bear stake’s a gold.”

After some discussion they decide on three stews and two bear stakes.

Calum pays her four golds and a silver.

Callum goes to the Barkeep.

“Evening.”

“Evening.”

“We’re looking for the Modum any ideas?”

“Have you tried the Abbey?”

“No. We will thank you.”

“You’re welcome.”

Callum goes back to his friends.

“The Barkeep suggests we try the Abbey.”

“That’s southwest of here,” Revu says.

“We’d better stay the night.”

The Serving girl walks past.

“Excuse me,” Callum says.

“Yes Sir.”

“Can we have two double rooms and a single Room please?”

“I’ll have to check with the Barkeep.”

She comes back after five minutes.

“We’ve got three singles and a double.”

“That’s fine. How much?”

“Five golds.”

Callum pays her.

Macknos

Early next morning they go to the Abbey. A monk answers the door.

“Can we see the Father Abbott please?” Callum asks.

“Wait here. I’ll go and see.”

The monk returns ten minutes later.

“He’ll see you in half an hour. Come with me there’s a place where you can rest and wait.”

After three quarters of an hour a monk calls on them.

“He’ll see you now.”

“Please sit,” the Father Abbott says, “how may I help?”

“Our mission is to find the Modum.”

“I have here the Book of Omens. It contains what you seek or at least the next step.”

They look through the book and stop at a page with a tree.:
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“What does that mean?” Noreen asks.

“It’s an upside-down word tree,” Calum says.

“What does it mean then?” Greaves asks.

“M A C K N O S, Macknos,” Callum says.

“You have chosen well,” the Father Abbott says.

“Where is Macknos?” Honus asks.

“It’s northwest of here,” the Father Abbott says.

They arrive midafternoon and Callum goes to the inn and the Barkeep.

“Good day,” Callum says.

“Good day to you.”

“We’re looking for the Modum.”

“Try Soma the Prophet.”

“Where is he?”

“He’s a she and she lives on the northwest edge of the village.

They find a delightful cottage and knock.

A woman in her forty’s answers.

“Soma the Prophet?”

“Yes?”

“Please can you help us?”

“I can try.”

“We’re looking for the Modum.”

“You need to look in the graveyard of Ukor.”

“Where is that?”

“Southeast of here.”

Ukor

They reach Ukor by the late afternoon, so they go to the inn.

They sit at a table. The Serving Girl comes to see them.

“What’s your pleasure?”

“Four ales and a cider please.”

“That’s a gold and a silver.”

“What’s to eat?”

“Lamb’s two silvers, stew’s three silvers and beef’s a gold.”

They decide on three beefs and two stews. Callum gives her four golds and two silvers. After the meal he pays the Barkeep for two double rooms and a single.

Early the next morning they go to the graveyard. They scour the graveyard for hours. Eventually they come across the grave of Crucien the Prophet. 

“That’s odd there’s a town name on his gravestone,” Noreen says.

“And there is also the tree symbol. Could that be it?” Callum asks.

“It says Standos,” Revu says.

“I think that’s it,” Honus says.

“I agree,” Greaves says.

“That’s it then,” Callum says.

They stay the night then go on to Standos early next morning.

Standos

Standos is a small town of about twenty-five houses, a blacksmith, and an inn. The houses are red brick, and the roofs are grey slate.

They arrive at Standos after five hours and go to the inn.

The Serving Girl asks what they want to drink.

“Five ales please,” Callum says.

“That’s a gold and a silver.”

Callum pays her. He goes to the Barkeep.

“We’re looking for the Modum,” Callum says.

“Try the library.”

At the library they find a book called simply, ‘The Modum’.

On it’s first page is the tree motif and is written:

MACROS

KRANAP

KENMORE

They study it for a few hours.

“I still don’t understand it,” Greaves says.

“I agree,” Noreen says.

“I think it’s a word puzzle,” Callum says.

“Oh?” Revu says.

“Yes, it’s the first three letters of each word: MAC-KRA-KEN Mackraken.”

They go back to the inn and see the Barkeep.

“Hello, can you please help us. Do you know how to find Mackraken?”

“It’s to the northeast of here.”

“Thank you.”

Mackraken

They travel on
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