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A Lunchroom Mystery
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In the busy school cafeteria, Max the mouse and Lily the rabbit were having a normal lunch. Lily was contentedly eating on her fresh carrot while Max, as usual, was nibbling on his cheese sandwich. 

There was a lot of talking, laughter, and the clinking of lunch boxes being opened and closed in the lunchroom. They assumed it was simply another [image: A drawing of two rabbits playing a game

Description automatically generated]ordinary day.

It was Lily who noticed the weird thing first. When she noticed Bella the Bear sitting by herself at her table and looking unusually sad. Bella’s lunchbox, which was usually right beside her, was nowhere to be seen. Lily nudged Max and pointed to Bella, clearly concerned.

Max, take a look! Bella seems upset. Lily whispered, her floppy ears twitching with worry, "Something's wrong.

Max, always ready for a new mystery, set down his half-eaten sandwich. He immediately grabbed his magnifying lens and detective cap, excitement sparking in his eyes. "Let’s go see what’s going on,” he suggested.

The two investigators scurried across the lunchroom floor to Bella's table, dodging feet and leaping over scattered crumbs. They arrived to find Bella staring sadly at the empty space where her lunchbox should have been.

“Bella, are you okay?” Lily asked gently.

Bella looked up, her big brown eyes clouded with worry. "My lunchbox is missing!" she said, gesturing to the empty spot beside her. "I set it right here, but when I turned around, it was gone!"

Max’s eyes widened. A missing lunchbox in the busy lunchroom was just the kind of challenge he loved. “Don’t worry, Bella,” Max said confidently, straightening his detective hat. “Lily and I will find your lunchbox. We’re on the case!”

This was a job for the Classroom Detectives. “Don’t worry, Bella,” Max said confidently, putting on his detective hat. “Lily and I will find your lunchbox. We’re on the case!”
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The Search Begins
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Max and Lily needed to act quick if they wanted to find Bella's lunchbox before lunch was over. The stakes were enormous, and the likelihood of losing their advantage increased with each minute that went by. A lunchbox may easily get misplaced or buried among the vast lunchroom's numerous tables, chairs, and corners. However, Max and Lily were ready for the mission; they had the appropriate equipment.
[image: A drawing of two rabbits sitting at a table]With a determined expression in his eyes, Max adjusted his detective hat and proposed that we begin by checking the lunchroom. "It might have been knocked over or dropped beneath a table."

The two friends began their search by methodically checking under each table, crawling on their hands and knees in hopes of finding the missing lunchbox. Max leaned down and peered under the table where Bella had been sitting, his eyes scanning every nook and cranny. “Nothing here,” he reported with a sigh.

Lily joined in, her ponytail swishing back and forth as she checked the next table over. “Nothing here either,” she said, disappointment evident in her voice.

Undeterred, they continued to ask the other students if they had seen anything unusual while on their hunt. Max's eyes constantly scanned the room, looking for any signs of the missing item.

“Has anyone seen Bella’s lunchbox?” he asked, his voice tinged with desperation.

Some of the kids shrugged or shook their heads, but none of them seemed to have any helpful information. Just as Max and Lily were about to lose hope, a playful squirrel named Sammy approached them.

“Hey, Max and Lily!” Sammy called out, bounding over to them with a mischievous glint in his eye.

“I think I saw a lunchbox that looks like Bella’s near the art room. It was red with blue stripes, right?”

Max and Lily exchanged excited looks. “That’s exactly what it looks like!” Lily exclaimed.

Max nodded eagerly. “Let’s go check it out,” he said, determination in his tone. “Maybe someone took it there by mistake.”

With newfound hope, Max and Lily quickly left the lunchroom, eager to follow up on Sammy's lead and find Bella's missing lunchbox.
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Clues in the Art Room
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With their tiny paws padding softly against the polished floor, Max and Lily made their way down the hallway towards the art room. The sounds of laughter and chatter from the other students playing outside or in the lunchroom echoed through the empty corridor. As they approached the slightly ajar door leading to the art room, Max gently pushed it open with his paw.
The room was a kaleidoscope of colors and textures, filled with an array of art supplies neatly organized on tables and shelves. Glue sticks, paper, crayons, and paintbrushes gleamed in the sunlight streaming through the windows, while shelves displayed various crafts created by talented artists - from delicate paper mache animals to intricately painted pottery - adorning the walls. However, amidst all this creative chaos, Bella's lunchbox was nowhere to be seen.

"We have to find it," Max whispered to Lily with determination in his voice. "It could be hidden among all these supplies."

Lily nodded and began carefully searching every nook and cranny of the room. She checked under tables and behind shelves, while Max scoured through the scattered art supplies on the tables. But despite their efforts, they couldn't seem to locate the missing lunchbox.

––––––––
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Frustration crept into Lily's voice as she said, "I don't see it anywhere so far."

But Max refused to give up. Determined to get a better view of the shelves, he climbed onto one of the seats and stood tall. And that's when something caught his eye - a flash of blue and red peeking out from behind a pile of paint cans on one of the higher shelves.

"Hey Lily," Max exclaimed with excitement, "I think I found it!"

Lily's hair bounced behind her as she ran towards Max with a determined stride. "Where?" she gasped as she looked about, her eyes bulging.

With a playful twinkle in his eye, Max gestured toward the bookshelf. "Over there, hidden behind the array of paint cans!"

Lily followed his finger with her keen eyes until she saw it. "There it is!" she cried, her pulse pounding with relief and joy. After all, it was Bella's lunchbox.

Lily sprang up quickly and grabbed the lunchbox out of its hiding place. She smiled from ear to ear as she held it in her arms like a priceless gem. "Max, we succeeded! Bella's lunchbox was located.

With a swift leap, Lily reached up and retrieved the lunchbox from its hiding spot. She cradled it in her arms like a precious treasure, grinning from ear to ear. "We did it, Max! We found Bella's lunchbox!"

Max couldn't contain his pride at their productive collaboration. "Let's hurry back to Bella before she starts to worry."

Eager to return Bella to her cherished missing object, Max and Lily headed back to the lunchroom with the lunchbox securely in tow. As they strolled, the sun's rays filled them with warmth and joy. Both of them were aware that their friend's day would be brightened and filled with

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.jpg





d2d_images/image011.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image005.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





d2d_images/image008.jpg





