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  A Note for Parents and Educators

  The best inventions are rarely made alone. As a patent attorney, I have reviewed thousands of patents, and a surprising number list more than one inventor. That is because creative problem solving thrives on collaboration. One person sees the big picture while another figures out how to make the pieces fit. One person dreams it up while another builds it. The combination of different strengths is what turns a good idea into a great one. This book teaches your child that working together is not just nice. It is powerful.

  In Book 14 of Kit's Little Sparks, Kit meets Milo, a red haired boy with hearing aids and an infectious grin who is bursting with ideas but cannot build them on his own. Sparks connects the two, and they agree to team up. But collaboration is not always smooth. At first they disagree. Kit wants to build one way. Milo wants to build another. They face the frustration that comes when two creative minds collide. Then something wonderful happens. They recognize their different strengths. Milo is the idea person. Kit is the builder. When they combine those strengths instead of competing, they create something bigger, cooler, and more complex than either could have made alone. By the final spread, both boys are signing their names on their shared creation. Two names, one invention. That is what real collaboration looks like.

  This book also models inclusive behavior in a natural, integrated way. Milo wears hearing aids, and Kit faces him when they talk. There is no lesson about it. It is simply how friends communicate. After reading, try the "Build Together" activity. Find a partner and build something using blocks, LEGO, or cardboard. Take turns adding pieces. When you finish, both of you say it together: "WE made that!" Your child is learning that two builders are always better than one.

  - Chris Kuczynski, A Registered Patent Attorney
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  Hello, friends. Ready? Today, we have a really fun story about Kit, and it is all about teamwork.

  Have you ever built something with a friend? Maybe you stacked blocks together. Maybe you made a blanket fort with a grown-up.

  Raise your hand if you have ever made something with someone. Building together can be tricky sometimes. You want to do it one way.

  Your friend wants to do it a different way. That happens in today's story, too.
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  Kit and a friend named Milo have to figure out how to work together. Let's warm up with a teamwork game. Hold both hands out flat in front of you.

  Now, tap your left hand, then your right hand. Left, right, left, right. That is called taking turns.

  Tap with me. Left, right, left, right, left, right. Good rhythm.

  Teamwork has a rhythm, too. You go, I go, you go, I go.
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  Now, while I read, every time you hear the word together, clap your hands once. Ready? Now I will read the story.

  Milo has an idea, but he cannot build it alone. "Kit, can you help me?" Clap your hands if you would say yes. Sparks says, "You two should work together." Clap.

  Kit says, "Yes." Milo says, "Yes." Say it with them. Yes. At first, it is hard.

  Kit wants to build this way. Put your hands out to one side.
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  Milo wants to build that way. Put your hands out to the other side. Hmm.

  Two ideas, one project. They take a breath. Breathe in and out.

  [exhales] Kit says, "I'm good at building." Flex your arms, nice and strong. Milo says, "I'm good at ideas." Tap your head with one finger. Milo thinks, Kit builds.

  Milo holds pieces, Kit tapes them. Teamwork.
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Working Together Is Better

A Note for Parents and Educators

The best inventions are rarely made alone. As a patent attorney, I have reviewed thousands
of patents, and a surprising number list more than one inventor. Creative problem solving
thrives on collaboration. One person sees the big picture while another figures out how to
make the pieces fit. One person dreams it up while another builds it. Combining different
strengths is what turns a good idea into a great one. This book teaches your child that
working together is not just nice. It is powerful.

In Book 14 of Kits Little Sparks, Kit meets Milo, a red haired boy with hearing aids and
an infectious grin who is bursting with ideas but cannot build them on his own. Sparks
connects the two, and they agree to team up. But collaboration is not always smooth. At
first they disagree. Kit wants to build one way. Milo wants to build another. Then something
wonderful happens. They recognize their different strengths. Milo is the idea person.
Kit is the builder. When they combine those strengths instead of competing, they create
something bigger and more complex than either could have made alone. By the final spread,
both boys are signing their names on their shared creation. Two names, one invention.

This book also models inclusive behavior naturally. Milo wears hearing aids, and Kit faces
him when they talk. There is no lesson about it. It is simply how friends communicate.
After reading, try the “Build Together” activity. Find a partner and build something using
blocks, LEGO, or cardboard. Take turns adding pieces. When you finish, both of you say it
together: “WE made that!”
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