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Endorsements

Lady Leisa speaks candidly about her journey
as a Pastor’s wife. The integration of Biblical principles and the
author’s personal narrative is a refreshing and inspiring read. The
authenticity of Lady Johnson’s experiences gives a voice to the
countless women who are navigating through the complexities of
their calling to serve alongside their husbands in this role. First
Ladies are not alone in their journey and their feelings are deeply
understood by their sisters who share this experience in the
Kingdom of God. The author’s insight and wisdom are a gift to
Pastors and their wives.

–Dr. Barbara McCoo Lewis

General Supervisor, International Department of Women

Church of God in Christ, Inc.











Lady Leisa is a devoted wife and mother, and
even more than that, she is a devoted minister. When I say
“minister,” I am not only referring to her competency in handling
the Word of God. I am also alluding to her approach to effectively
meeting the needs of others, whether through prayer, preaching,
counseling, or being a visible, yet quiet presence for people. She
executes each aspect with integrity, excellence, and compassion. It
is because of these qualities that I am excited about this
published work. This body of work has taken years of research and
experience, and now you will be a recipient of her invaluable
lessons. These lessons will help you navigate through your own
ministry spaces as you discover your what, why, and
how in ministry. Many times, knowing what is not
enough motivation to continue moving forward. It must be
accompanied by why; why is a critical foundational principle
that encourages you to stay the course and keep going when ministry
becomes overwhelming and seemingly impossible. Your what and
why must also be accompanied by your how, which
provides the practical tools needed to execute your ministry with
intention. Leisa’s writing brings these aspects together
beautifully and succinctly in an easily applicable way.

–DeSean Horne, M.Div.

Pastor, Second Baptist Church, Reno, NV

Vice President, NV/CA Interstate Baptist Convention

Administrative Board Member, National Baptist Convention USA,
Inc.






What a phenomenal, insightful, and necessary
read for all First Ladies or ladies aspiring to be First Ladies!
This book is poignant with a vivid flow! I am in awe of you, my
sister! You will be better for reading First Ladies, Can We
Talk?

–Pastor Robbye Wynn Nicholson, MAPC

Kingdom City Worship Center, Houston, TX






First Ladies, can we talk? The title alone
grabs at your heart. I pray that each woman reading this book will
see themselves in the pages. I encourage you to live and know that
you are valuable. I encourage women to find a mother who they can
glean from and sit at her feet. Congratulations to Lady Leisa for
sharing the truth that will be encourage any woman reading. No
matter what you face in your life, your purpose will not
change.

–Lady Vanessa W. Macklin

Glad Tidings International Church of God in Christ, Hayward, CA






My dear friend, Lady Leisa has been chosen by
God to minister hope and healing to First Ladies throughout the
world. Through her captivating book, First Ladies, Can We
Talk? she has effectively provided an in-depth look into the
many challenges and victories commonly faced by First Ladies. Yet,
Lady Leisa offers words of comfort, hope, and empowerment for every
challenge faced. I highly recommend this book, not only as a source
of encouragement for First Ladies but as an insightful motivation
for lay members everywhere to bombard heaven on behalf of their
First Ladies.

–First Lady Elizabeth Rhone

Mt. Sinai Church of God in Christ, Pomona CA

First Lady, Brazil Jurisdiction

Facilitator, Clergy Wives Prayer and Support Line












Dedication

I dedicate this book to every First
Lady/Elect Lady and every woman on a journey of learning and
growing. I pray you will embrace your journey with fortitude.
Remember, you are not in this alone. You were created for this
before the foundation of the world. Philippians 4:13 says, “I can
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” I also pray that
you walk into your purpose with power and authority.

To MJ, I wrote this book for you. With
humility, you wore pressure like a coat because you thought the way
you loved God’s people they would, in return, love you. Unto the
pure all things are pure (Titus 1:15).
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Foreword

First Ladies, can
we talk? It is my prayer that First Ladies around the world will be
open to receive what is so gracefully and passionately written in
this book. You may not be a First Lady, but you are a woman, and
you will also find yourself in some of these chapters. Life is
filled with swift transitions, lessons, tests, trials, and pain,
but the beauty and laughter produce the triumph that comes after.
Lady Leisa has candidly and purposefully written this book to give
you insight into the life of a First Lady her perspective and
experiences.

As you read this book, I pray you will find
the time to look at the parallels to what you may have experienced
on your journey. Women come from all walks of life; we are diverse,
and we all have our own experiences. Your story may not be Lady
Leisa’s story. Or perhaps it is. Whether it is or not, you too have
a life-changing story.

In this unique book, you will read the
stories of women and gain strategic insights from their
experiences. You will see the vulnerability in trying to live
victorious and free while loaded with commitments, even showing up
when faced with painful and disheartening situations. The goal of
this book is to help you reprogram your thoughts and harness your
emotions to respond appropriately and intelligently without
reacting. Wisdom is the principal thing.

Women must learn to respond and not react!
Yes, our emotions are God-given. But the way we learn to handle
them determines our outcomes—good or bad—when dealing with
insecurity, marriage, regret, shame, condemnation, responsibility,
vulnerability, the truth, children, the saints, and, most
importantly, ourselves.

This beautifully written book of examples,
stories, and first-hand observations will help you to explore the
depths of your thought processes and your heart when emotions are
raging. The fight for life is huge, and the Enemy will present
continuous scenarios of drama. First Ladies, can we talk? With deep
reflection, Lady Leisa invites you to have a seat as she shares her
life up close and personal, so you can learn from her
experiences.

First Ladies, my sisters, I have an awesome
responsibility in writing the foreword of this book. I asked Lady
Leisa, “Why are you writing this book now?” Her response was,
“Because I care for women. I want them to be confident, know their
purpose, and find some things they love to do. I desire that women
see their value and know they have something important to bring to
any ministry and any table. I want women to know their voices are
powerful, and they are second-class citizens to no one.”

Lady Leisa goes on to say, “This book is not
to be viewed as a badge of negativity. Rather, it has a positive
outlook on how you can become better than you have ever imagined in
your walk with the Lord and your life as a woman.” And I concur! We
all have a past, and by the grace of God, we are going somewhere to
be a blessing to that woman who is stuck, to that woman who has
sunk, to that woman who is depressed, to that woman who feels
alone, to that woman who is having trouble finding her purpose, and
to that woman who is struggling to balance life. We tell you,
“Woman, rise up and be great!”

As you read this book, if you find yourself
in the pages, embrace the reality; dissect it; take a moment to
pause, and pray as you reflect on your own journey.

I speak to women everywhere, and I decree and
declare your future has promise, and your victory is assured! Make
sound adjustments; stand in your truth fairly; keep your mouth
moving and keep talking to God. Ask God to help you to see yourself
as bold and forthright. Lady Leisa is transparent and authentic
with her stories. I’m sure there were moments when she experienced
depression, indecisiveness, uncertainty, and anxiety… but she still
had to be accountable to God, her family, and the man of God, her
husband. She still had to be there for the people. That’s tough for
anyone! This book will light the way for you too.

At times, people will not understand your
obedience and allegiance to God, but you must know who you are
serving and who God is to you in your convictions.

I firmly believe it would be very useful to
take notes as this book describes how women are seen from Leisa’s
perspective. It is definitely empowering. Take note, women, the
First Lady can be a team player, and she can also be a destroyer.
It is vitally important that a woman knows when to speak and how to
speak: tone, cadence, and volume contribute to the success of an
event… and in her home life.

Congratulations to Lady Leisa! You have
written a book with layers of information, examples in the Word of
God, vulnerability, and authenticity for the reader to grow and
gain helpful insights. You have given the reader truth from your
perspective. I challenge and encourage every woman to share the
conversations of a woman who sees you and loves you together with
other women without judgment. We soar, we learn, and we do better
together. Thank You, Father, for a timely book that will catapult,
transform, and give clarity to women across the globe.

—First Lady Vicki Kemp

Greater Harvest Christian Center, Bakersfield,
CA

Bestselling author of Better Than Yesterday,
Grace in Deep Waters, and Early Will I Seek Thee
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We play so many roles as First Ladies. The
shoes in this book represent those different roles and the various
paths we take to function in those roles. Of course, I would be
remiss if I didn’t let you in on a little secret… I love me some
pumps. The images of shoes are also a fun way to represent the
various walks of life from which we hail and is symbolic of my
subtitle Walking in Your Calling and Purpose.

I was asked whether our role as First Ladies
a calling is and I replied, “When God created Eve for Adam. He
said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone; I will make a help meet
for him.’” This is found in Genesis 2:18 and it means “I will make
him a woman who is suitable for him.” “To be called” in the Greek
means “invited,” and “summoned.” It means “to serve.” You have been
invited to serve. My dear First Lady, I want this book to encourage
you to strive for what God wants you to be, for you have indeed
been chosen. Congratulations! You have been called! Embrace your
calling.

I wrote this book for the ones who understand
being a First Lady is not a call to fame or popularity; this is a
call to sacrifice—to live a consecrated life offered up to God.

I beseech you therefore brethren by the mercies of
God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto
God which is your reasonable service. (Romans 12:1)

I wrote this book to salute the pastors’
wives of old who endured it all at a time when pastors’ wives were
just fixtures in the church. They worked hard to pave the way for
us today. They taught us the importance of having a relationship
with God. They taught us that without the anchor of a home, we can
do nothing. They taught us to pray for our husbands, even when
situations arise that have nothing to do with us because we are all
in this together. You might not be able to sing a single note, but
we have all been called to prayer. Prayer is our weapon against the
wiles and tricks of the wicked one.

I also wrote this book for the First Lady
lovingly called the “elect lady,” who enjoys her role, who is
immersed in the Word and has a comfortable place that is
well-suited to her. However, this book will help every woman.
Whether you are a First Lady or not, it will inspire you in many
areas of your life.

First Ladies, can we talk? I see you smile in
the face of negative comments and criticism. I see you keeping the
balance and poise of the ministry. You are the example people long
for. You work well with your husband. You are a team player. Girl,
you have learned to “share” the man of God with the people, while
you guard his heart and your mind. You are a phenomenal woman!

I wrote this to the intercessor in you. I see
you praying and asking God for direction because more than
anything, you would never want to let the Lord down. This book is
for those of you who walk in that position, those who will be in
the position, and for the elect lady who is wondering whether there
is a place for you. I say to you all, your experience will help
other First Ladies who will make their journeys. I pray this book
blesses all of you.

My Affirmation to All Women

 Women, I
affirm that you are beautiful and powerful, and you deserve God’s
best for your lives. You are gifts to the world and God is with you
always, even in stormy weather. I affirm that every need in your
life is met. In the name of Jesus. I pray that you will know who
you are in the kingdom. I pray you will look through the eyes of
faith and affirm that you are God’s daughter.

After each chapter, I encourage you to write
your own affirmation in a journal or notebook. Affirm the results
you would like to see happen in your own life. Jesus did not pray
for the challenges, drama, and situations He was facing. Rather, He
prayed for the results. May you have great success and victory in
your life.

Love,

Lady Leisa Wynn-Johnson
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Chapter 1

The Death of the King
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In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe
filled the temple. (Isaiah 6:1 NKJV)

King Uzziah represented the stability of
Judah. History remembers him as an efficient administrator and
military leader under whose leadership his subjects gained many
things. The year of his death marked a significant change in the
natural order of the kingdom, but it also had profound spiritual
implications. That was the year the prophet Isaiah received his
call to preach the word to the nations.

I had the same experience when my husband’s
beloved father, Pastor Harold Johnson, Sr., passed away in 2005. In
my eyes, my life seemed normal. My priorities consisted of seeing
to the well-being of my family—cooking, cleaning, maintaining our
home, and all the other duties associated with being a wife and
mother. My husband was the lead musician at the church and played
for the choir and during the sermon. We were happy and content
serving in the church and never discussed the possibility of him
becoming a pastor. We were faithful and obedient as we went about
our weekly tasks of cleaning the church—from shining the brass at
the top of the stairs to vacuuming and dusting the furniture.

My husband and I trained our children to
clean the temple of God without complaining. We would say things
like, “It is a privilege to do this job.” Often, I would think
about the Levites and how they ministered in the tabernacle. When
Moses came down from Mt. Sinai, while the children of Israel were
worshiping the golden calf, the only tribe that did not participate
was the tribe of Levi:

For they [the Levites] are wholly given over to me
from among the children of Israel. (Numbers 8:16a NKJV)

I had no idea that the house of God we loved
and cared for would one day become the church my husband now
pastors. I am often reminded of this passage of Scripture:

And if you have not been faithful in that which
belongs to another man’s who shall give you what is your own? (Luke
16:12 NKJV)

In our denomination, the bishop selects the
next pastor as the successor when the current pastor dies. So, when
our pastor died, we were told a selection would be made. I didn’t
think it would be us! Truthfully, I prayed it wouldn’t be us (laugh
out loud!). After the passing of my father-in-law, my husband and I
had discussed moving to Las Vegas. We decided we would move away
after one year of helping the new pastor transition. My husband
would evangelize and help the church settle. I was fine with
moving. Can you hear me, sisters? First Ladies?

Familiar Territory

In October
2005, my life changed forever. I remember that night as if it was
yesterday. It was a nice, mildly warm night—no coats. Yet, when we
walked into the church, I could feel





What Just Happened?
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