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00.Introduction
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The narrative presents selected fragments of life in Paradise. It is important to note that the highly valued attributes of material goods on Earth are taken for granted in Heaven and are not objects of coveting. The inhabitants of Paradise eat good food and sleep sweetly, do not know worries and diseases, breathe clean air and drink clear water, and so on and so forth. However, the main thing that distinguishes life in Heaven from life on Earth is the absolute predominance of the spiritual over the material. The eternal work of the spirit is the delight of Paradise.

What was the role of the author of the present story? It was only to literaryize the notes of the former rabbi Herschel, still fresh, not yellowed by time, folded in half pages. At the end of the last page, by the wing of the angel Michael, the elder over Paradise, added a wish to make the contents of the notes public as soon as possible.

The author does not exclude the possibility of skepticism about the reality of the events described. Nihilists are invited to recognize the indisputable fact that the veracity of a story is always unquestionable. This simple truth is confirmed by the firm literary rule of presumption of truthfulness. In other words, any story is true until proven otherwise.

Worthy of sympathy is the reader who will search for absurdities and labor over refutations. For the holy writings which served as the starting point of Hershel's notes are certainly true because of the sanctity of their origin. When the foundations of a building are secure, its walls - that is, our history - are just as good!  

Anyone who has read this story and is aiming for a future sojourn in Paradise, once in Heaven, can easily meet the characters and hear first-hand confirmation of the truth of the narrative. Moreover, if, in a preliminary conversation with the angel Michael, the candidate tells the elder over Paradise that he has spent several hours reading this story, this confession will serve him as a good recommendation.  
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01.A New Beginning
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Rabbi Hershel is sitting on a hill in the shade of a pear tree. He looks around and sees a wonderful orchard around him, and beyond the orchard, a green meadow, and beyond that, it seems, a forest, but what's next? “The time will come, and I will know everything!” - Hershel ponders.

Rabbi is right - the time will come. Not sooner, so later, but it will come. How much time is ahead of us? Rabbi smiled - he must have thought about it. It was nice not to be in a hurry. The hurry of life is left behind. Ahead is a new counting down, a new beginning.

The mystery of death is not revealed to men. Death is believed to be the greatest evil, but is it not a great good? Around us, death darkens the world, extinguishes luminaries and lights, and sets up darkness. But in the heart it brings light and warmth and opens up new distances unknown to the living.

To become immortal, one must die. Rabbi Hershel died the day before yesterday. Now he will take the place prepared for him in Paradise. During his lifetime, Hershel hoped that he would continue his way after the death in Heaven. After all, he was a rabbi, an honest righteous man. His life was as blameless as it can be in the world of sin, when the body is obeying the commandments and the soul is fleeing from temptations.

Truth be told, the hope of finding himself in Paradise was not the rabbi's only feeling about his dream. In the restless heart, hope coexisted with doubt about the existence of Paradise. A critical mind is not always a good thing, for it sometimes deprives a person of peace. The Rabbi now thanked God for His indulgence in the foolishness of his distrust, and partly censured himself. "I have been happily mistaken, and happily forgiven! - Hershel rejoices, - and is my guilt great before God? After all, doubt is born of reason, and it was put into me by the Creator Himself!"

Rabbi is agitated. Or is his soul agitated? However, the one whom he is now presenting is his soul itself. But the familiar appearance of the body has not disappeared either. He'll figure that out later. 

***
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In the meantime, rabbi Hershel stood up from the hillside and turned a head in the direction of the gate he had recently passed. The majestic structure of dark red porphyry reminded him of the rapture of the first moments in Paradise.

Only yesterday a six-winged angel had brought him, light as a feather, to the iron grating that closed the space between the mighty stone pillars. Above the gate angels were circling. Their faces were infinitely welcoming, cordial, and sweet. “Truly angelic faces!” - thought Hershel. Some of the guardians of heavenly grace sang inspiringly, others extracted gentle sounds from silver flutes. “Is not the gate narrow, shall I pass through it? - Hershel was alarmed, and was instantly ashamed; “at the entrance to Paradise it is time to forget the vanity of being!”

The music and singing ceased. The angel Michael appeared. He has been appointed by God to be in charge of Paradise. It is one of his honorable duties to welcome the new arrivals. Michael smiled cordially at the newcomer, took his hands in his own and pronounced: “Happy arrival, you, Hershel! From now on, here in Paradise will be your eternal home!" The affectionate welcome touched Hershel. "I was taken to Heaven without an entrance test. A life lived in righteousness was not in vain!" - flashed through Hershel's mind with a proud thought.  

Michael led Hershel along. Rabbi passed the porphyry gate easily, the insufficient width of which caused him concern. “First, take a deep breath and look around you!” - Michael exclaimed briefly. Obediently, Hershel drew in a full chest of air and felt a sweet, heady fragrance unknown to him before - the fragrance of the orchard of Paradise. He looked around and turned a gaze full of admiration on the guide.

“There are four rivers before you, Hershel,” Michael explained, ”the first flows with milk, the second flows with honey, the third flows with wine, and the fourth with the fragrant oil of the afarsmon tree!” Of course, from books, the former rabbi knew about the rivers of Paradise, but the luxurious palette of nature is no match for the gray pages of folios. "Here, under the shade
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