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When The Girl Next Door Kills : The True Story of Tylar Witt

“At round one in the morning, the girl snuck the boy into her house.  He stabbed her in her sleep, killing her and freeing themselves.” This was an excerpt from fourteen year old Tylar Witt’s story entitled, “The Killer and his Raven.”  A story she wrote about her own mother’s brutal murder.

Tylar Witt lived in an upscale neighborhood in El Dorado Hills, California with her forty seven year old single mother, Joanne Witt.  Joanne worked for the county as an assistant engineer for the Department of Transportation and they lived in an elegant house in a nice gated community.  Tylar was a fourteen year old girl who was entering her freshman year at Oak Ridge High School. She was described as a sweet girl when she was growing up. Her mother paid for riding lessons and they liked to stay at home and watch movies and cook, but as Tylar grew up, the behavioral problems began and the fights between the mother and daughter turned into physical altercations.  Tylar was turning into a different person, she was becoming a monster.

It all started out as what looked like typical teenage rebellion.  Tylar embraced the emo and gothic lifestyle by wearing dark and baggy clothes, she had a love of anime and Japanese cartoons, along with everything violent and connected with death.  Tylar met her ‘Romeo’, nineteen year old Steven Colver, at a coffee shop in the popular shopping center of Town Center Shops, where they both frequented. As Tylar was entering her first year of high school, Steven was beginning his first year of college. He was employed as a Shift Lead at Rubio’s Mexican Grill. The duo quickly became inseparable.  Tylar looked at the older boy as a god and worshiped everything about him.  There wasn’t anything she wouldn’t do for him.  The two were in love. 

It was in April of 2009, a few weeks after the two had met, that Tylar approached her mother.  She convinced her mother that Steven was gay, so that he would be allowed to rent the extra room in their family home.  After much resistance from family and friends, Joanne defended the decision by saying that Steven would be helping her make the mortgage payment, as well as help Tylar with her homework. She was described as very strong-willed by her friends and family and didn’t let their opinion of others affect her decision to let Steven move in.  Joanne didn’t suspect a relationship between Steven and her daughter until one day in May, about a month after Steven had moved in.  She entered Steven’s room and found Steven and Tylar about to engage in a sexual relationship, or had just finished. She found Tylar naked and hiding in Steven’s closet, trying to cover herself up.  Joanne was understandably upset and demanded that Steven immediately move out.  She called two of her male coworkers to come over and assist her.  Joanne informed them that she was kicking Steven out of her house and she didn’t want to be alone when she did it in case anything were to happen.  The male coworkers helped place all of Steven’s belongings on the sidewalk and even threatened Steven before he left.

Vinnie Capatano, one of Joanne’s coworkers helping her that day, threatened Steven, “If you make contact with Tylar again, either by phone or in person- I am going to hurt you.  And I am going to hurt you East Coast style, not West Coast style.”  It was an act intended to promote intimidation and scare tactics.  Steven looked unshaken, which annoyed Capatano even further.  His words didn’t seem to bother Steven at all. 

Joanne was convinced that Steven had committed a crime by sleeping with her underage daughter and made that clear to Steven before he left.  She threatened to go to the police and file statutory rape charges if Steven ever came into contact with her daughter again. He didn’t take Joanne’s words seriously, or the threats of her coworkers. Steven was later found at least twenty more times after this encounter, sneaking into Joanne’s house.  All Joanne wanted to do was get her daughter away from this older boy that seemed to influence her bad behavior and irrational decisions. Joanne acted as any other mother in this situation would.

Despite the threats, Steven and Tylar continued their love affair and sexual relationship during the day while Joanne was at work and late at night while Joanne was sleeping. Joanne had expressed concern to a few of her coworkers about her daughter’s behavior and the boy that seemed able to control and influence her so greatly.  It wasn’t long until Joanne found out what was going on behind her back and continued to make good on her promise of going to the police.  Steven and Tylar vowed to find a way to stay together, no matter the cost.  This is the moment the plotting began between the modern day Romeo and Juliet.  This was about a month before Joanne Witt was found dead in her home and arrest warrants were issued for her daughter and her daughter’s boyfriend.

Joanne Witt located her daughter’s diary and handed it over to the police that were handling the statutory rape complaint.  The diary clearly outlined the sexual relationship between Tylar Witt and Steven Colver. It explicitly described numerous sexual positions and encounters that the two had shared. There was no mistaking that there was definitely a sexual relationship happening between Steven and Tylar. The detective called to interview Steven about the allegations and Steven claimed that he was worried about Tylar, but their relationship was platonic.  He said he considered Tylar as more of a sister figure, than anything else, and he denied any sexual relationship between the two of them. He also admitted that he was scared of this whole situation and he knew she was only fourteen years old.  The relationship between Tylar and her mother was volatile and destructive, to say the least, even before she turned in the diary.

Joanne was a loving and attentive single mother that made her daughter, Tylar, the center of her world.  However, an incident that took place when Tylar was five years old, prompted an investigation that removed her only daughter from her home. Tylar was placed into foster care for a brief time before Joanne’s parents, Norb and Judi Witt could take her in.  Tylar lived with them for 6 months while Joanne attended anger management and parenting classes.  The incident occurred when Tylar was just five years old after Joanne had picked her up from daycare. The young girl was screaming in the backseat which was causing Joanne to lose patience very quickly.  Joanne reached back and slapped Tylar.  The daycare saw the hand shaped mark on Tylar and immediately reported the abuse to CPS, Child Protective Services.  

After Tylar was finally able to go back home to her mother, Joanne was afraid to discipline her like she had before.  This gave Tylar the opportunity to do whatever she wanted, knowing she could get away with it.  Tylar would threaten to call CPS and report her mother again if she didn’t get what she wanted.  This created many behavioral problems for Tylar and this manifested itself in the violent relationship between the mother and the daughter.  Tylar also reported that her mother was a heavy drinker and she would hit and punch Tylar when she was mad.  These allegations were never proven.  If the violence and abuse had been as severe as Tylar had made it sound, there would have been noticeable marks and bruises on Tylar.  They never found any evidence of the abuse she claimed was taking place at the home.  There was constant fighting and arguing.  Joanne didn’t feel comfortable enough start disciplining her daughter again until the few months before that led up to her murder.

The day that Joanne admitted to taking her daughter’s diary into the police, was the same night that Joanne and Tylar got into a horrendous fight at home.  Tylar felt betrayed by her mother’s actions and began throwing objects at her and fighting with her.  Tylar called 911 pretending to be Joanne in an attempt to be taken out of the home.  She would have rather been in the Juvenile Detention Center than at home with her mother that night. Joanne got onto the phone with dispatch and when they asked her if she was okay, she responded no.  Deputies were on their way to the residence.  When the police arrived they saw a cut on Joanne’s chin and several bruises.  Tylar was taken in that night but was released only hours later, after Joanne refused to press charges against her daughter.  Joanne was never required to go to the hospital due to her injuries.

Norbert Witt, Tylar’s grandfather, claimed that Steven was a bad influence on his granddaughter, and said that he corrupted her by exposing her to sex and heavy narcotics.  Steven was known to engage in illegal narcotics such as marijuana, ecstasy, and cocaine. 

Norb and Judi Witt owned a luxury RV and had spent the previous two months traveling around the country.  They arrived home only days before they received the call that would turn their world upside down.  It was Monday when they received a call from Joanne’s boss inquiring if they had any idea as to the whereabouts of their daughter. Joanne had an impeccable work history and never missed work without first calling to let them know.  So, when Joanne didn’t show up or call that Friday, her coworkers began to worry.  They stopped by her home that night and knocked on the door, but there was no answer.  Nobody seemed to be home.  After Joanne didn’t show up to work the following Monday either, they knew something was terribly wrong and called the police to report Joanne as missing. After speaking to Joanne’s parents and informing them that they had already contacted the police, they raced over to their daughter’s house, which was only a few miles away, so they could check themselves.  It is there that they met the police. Norb Witt let them into the house to search.  The police informed Joanne’s parents that she was found upstairs in her room, and she was deceased.  There was no sign of a break in or forced entry, there was nothing missing in the home.  But where was Tylar?  Better yet, where were Tylar and her older boyfriend?

It didn’t take the police long to realize that Tylar and Steven had something to do with the cruel and heinous crime in the Witt house.  It was only weeks earlier that Joanne had reported Steven to the police and turned in Tylar’s diary.  She made her feelings about her mother known in the words scrawled throughout the pages.  Tylar even plastered her contempt for her mother across her social media sites.  She wasn’t shy when it came to sharing her feelings and opinion of her mother.

Tylar and Steven went on like normal the days following the murder.  They were living the life they wanted now that Tylar’s mother wasn’t there to get in the middle of it and stop it. They were seen holding hands and kissing, and had seen some of their friends.  It was after a night of smoking marijuana and doing lines of cocaine at Steven’s father’s house that Steven confessed to murdering Joanne and even showed his friend the bloody knife that he was hiding in the car.  This friend was Matthew Wildman.  Wildman later testified against Steven and told the court that Steven did indeed show him the knife that was used, and he described how the murder happened, and how Steven stood
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