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FOREWORD

THE FIRST RULE OF CRAFTING is Don’t Drop the Glitter. The second rule of crafting is Keep it Simple. It takes more finesse and skill to make a simple project than one that is expensive and time-consuming. After two decades of working on the staff of Martha Stewart, Jodi Levine has mastered the art of clever yet effortless ideas. Jodi is a crafting legend. I remember seeing her genius projects on the pages of magazines when I was planning my own wedding. Her style is fresh yet familiar.

As a craft blogger at the website Oh Happy Day!, I’ve always thought the best craft projects are the kind that are easy, accessible, and uncontrived. The kind that make you say, “Why didn’t I think of that?” Paper Goods Projects is so innovative that it had me shaking my head and repeating those words on every page.

Paper Goods Projects is the epitome of uncomplicated fun: clever enough to impress any PTA committee, but easy enough to make with kids. Jodi has taken simple techniques and materials, like balloons and cardboard, and reimagined them into new creations that have never been seen before. The supplies for the projects are common and can be found around the house or at any grocery store, but the ideas are brilliant enough to compete with the best Pinterest has to offer.

The projects in this book will add surprise and delight to holidays and celebrations throughout the year. Paper Goods Projects is a reminder that the best ideas are simple and right in front of you.

—Jordan Ferney, creator of OhHappyDay.com
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INTRODUCTION

COLLECTING PAPER GOODS, like bags, plates, and doilies, and searching the aisles of supermarkets and hardware and variety stores for supplies to use for craft projects have been lifelong passions of mine. Maybe it all started because there weren’t craft superstores back when I was a kid (and certainly not websites). I still find so much inspiration in everyday materials and I’m excited to have gathered the fruits of my years of collecting and making things into this book!

As a craft editor at Martha Stewart Living magazine for nineteen years, I worked on many everyday material–themed craft stories. My colleagues and I created no-sew Halloween costumes and challenged ourselves to use only nontraditional, nonfabric materials. We created black garbage bag witches, a coffee filter fairy, a paper doily princess, a brown bag cowboy, a flapper in a dress trimmed with cupcake paper scallops, and a knight made with disposable baking tins. As editorial director of Martha Stewart Kids, I featured a craft story in each issue, where my staff and I celebrated everyday materials like tin cans, cardboard boxes, and Popsicle sticks. Transforming these materials became my favorite challenge.

Just as every preschool teacher knows, everyday supermarket supplies are not only cheap, plentiful, and easy to find, but transforming them helps us retain the youthful skill to see the potential in things. It’s the ability to see the world differently, not to look at a bottle cap as garbage but as a mini frying pan for a doll, or a paper towel tube as a giraffe, waiting to be snipped out. Paper Goods Projects is all about that process, because the projects included here are based on materials that you most likely already have in your pantry or recycling bin.

After many years of thinking about doing a crafty food book, I fell in love with the photographs that my longtime friend and former colleague Amy Gropp Forbes was posting on her blog Eclectic Mom, and I asked her to partner with me. We had worked together on many kids’ stories when she was a food editor at Martha Stewart Living, but our friendship deepened when we found out that not only were we pregnant with our firstborns at the same time, but that we even shared the same due date! We both love crafting and cooking with our kids and talked for weeks about the idea of doing a book together. We agreed that crafts using accessible supermarket materials were really at the heart of what we wanted to do and our collaborative project, Super Make-It, was born. Our first book, Candy Aisle Crafts, came out in August 2014 and contains ideas for edible projects made from common supermarket sweets.

Paper Goods Projects is full of project ideas for rainy days, parties, and holidays that adults and kids can do separately or together. We hope you enjoy it!
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MANY YEARS AGO, while working on a costume story in my job as a craft editor at Martha Stewart Living, I was shopping for supplies at the supermarket. We were doing a story about no-sew costumes, and I was thinking about other materials at the supermarket that could help us with our mission. I spotted some coffee filters, which reminded me of ruffled Elizabethan collars and cuffs. I picked up a few boxes and, after many trips to the store later for more and more coffee filters, we had a couture ruffly ball gown skirt and accessories. Martha loved it and teased me for not wearing it to my wedding. I kind of wish I had!

That was my introduction to the versatility of coffee filters as a craft medium. They are meant to get wet, so they take to dyeing very well. Cupcake papers—coffee filters’ little cousins—are also an excellent crafting material. They come in several sizes: large (often called “Texas muffin” papers), standard, mini, and candy. Recently there has been an explosion in the market of cute patterned and colored cupcake papers. At many online specialty baking supply stores you can find cupcake papers in an endless array of patterns, in all colors of the rainbow, scalloped and die-cut edges, and so much more. We have (mostly) used the very widely available pastel- and solid-colored papers found at supermarkets, with a few exceptions. Note that it is worth checking your local party store, where they are likely to have a great selection.

 

GENERAL COFFEE FILTER AND CUPCAKE PAPER DYEING TIPS

To prepare the dye, fill a pie pan or shallow baking dish with about an inch of water. Squeeze a few drops of food coloring into the water, and stir well.

    For most of these crafts, the filters and cupcake papers should remain ruffled. To retain ruffliness, dye a stack of at least fifteen to twenty coffee filters or three to four cupcake papers at the same time. Dip the stack of coffee filters into the dye as quickly as possible (the moisture will start to flatten the ruffles). Cupcake papers can sit in dye longer—a few minutes or as long as needed. Place the stack of dyed ruffles onto a baking sheet that has been lined with paper towels, newspaper, or cardboard boxes to absorb excess dye and protect surfaces.

Don’t worry if the filters are splotchy once they’re dry. Often the outer layer is unevenly dyed but the inside filters have been dyed nicely.

    The coffee filters can take a long time to dry, depending on the thickness of the stack that was dyed. Let them dry overnight.
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COFFEE FILTER WATER LILY TABLE SETTING

COFFEE FILTER WATER LILY TABLE SETTING

These coffee filter water lilies involve a few steps, but none of them is tricky. Once you get the hang of it you’ll be able to make lots of them fast! They’re beautiful on top of dyed-green flat coffee filter lily pads running down the center of a table—perfect for a Mother’s Day brunch or a shower.

SUPPLIES

food coloring

coffee filters

scissors

white glue

paintbrush and small bowl

pencil (optional)

small plate or roll of tape (optional)

1. Dip-dye a stack of coffee filters in floral colors, dyeing the centers only (as shown), edges only, or solid, and retaining the ruffles (see at left for dyeing instructions). Let them dry completely, about three hours to overnight.

    2. When they’re dry, separate the filters into stacks of three. For one flower you will need three filters dyed in one color and one filter dyed in a contrasting color for the flower stamen. Fold a stack in half and then in half twice more (into eighths). Trim the top into a petal shape.

    3. Unfold and pull one filter off the stack. Take the remaining stack of two, refold, and trim ¼" off the petal shape. Pull off another filter. Take the remaining filter, refold, and trim another ¼" off the petal shape.

    4. In all three filters, cut a slit along one fold to the center point. Take the medium-sized filter and cut out one petal. Cut two petals out of the smallest filter.

    5. Take one filter and lightly brush white glue on one of the petals at the slit. Pull the other petal across the slit to overlap onto the glued petal. This will create a cupped shape. Repeat with the remaining two filters. Press your finger into the center of each cupped filter to make a flat bottom.

    6. Lightly brush white glue on the inside center of the largest filter and press the medium-sized filter onto the glue. Glue the small filter inside the medium-sized filter. Rotate the layers so the petals are staggered. Also, as you glue the top two layers together, place the heavy seam sides opposite each other so the flower won’t tilt over.

    7. To make the stamen, take the dyed filter in a contrasting color and cut off a 1½" ruffled strip. Accordion-fold the strip in 2" folds. Cut halfway into the top of the strip to make fringe, and then trim the fringes into pointy hairiness. Unfold and twist, rolling tightly at the bottom, as shown, and brushing glue along the bottom as you go. Twist to secure. Snip off the bottom until the stamen is about ¾" tall. Glue the bottom into the center of the flower.

8. If you want to make the lily pads, dye coffee filters in different shades of green. Let them dry flat. Trim to different-sized circles. (Trace circles using a small plate or a roll of tape as a circle template.)

9. Arrange the lily pads on a table, and place the flowers on top of them.
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    Step 2
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    Step 3
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    Step 4
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    Step 5
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    Step 6
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    Step 7




COFFEE FILTER WATER LILY TABLE SETTING
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COOKIE FAVOR FLOWERS

COOKIE FAVOR FLOWERS

Dress up a plain cookie as a pretty party favor with an easy-to-make flower. Meringue cookies, either homemade or the premade ones that are widely available in tubs at supermarkets, work well because they aren’t greasy and come in light colors. Another option is a small sack of candy.

SUPPLIES

pink, yellow, and green food coloring

coffee filters

scissors

smooth string (such as baker’s twine)

nontoxic white glue or adhesive dots

1. Dip-dye the edges of a stack of coffee filters pink or yellow (see here for instructions) and dye another stack solid green. Let dry completely, about three hours to overnight.

2. To make the leaves, take a stack of about three green coffee filters. Cut into the stack edge in an arc shape, as shown. Fold the stack in half, and separate into individual leaves.

3. Put a cookie in the center of a single pink or yellow coffee filter. Gather the top and twist. Tie a string (do not knot) under the flower, and pull the ends to cinch. Undo and remove the string. The flower should stay in place.

4. Attach the leaf to a flower with a dot of white glue or an adhesive dot underneath the flower petal.
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COOKIE FAVOR FLOWERS
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COFFEE FILTER FLOWERS

COFFEE FILTER FLOWERS

There are many ways to transform coffee filters into flowers, but this might be the very easiest. It is the perfect technique when you want a craft for small children or you need flowers in multiples for something like garlands or party favor bags.

SUPPLIES

    unbleached or dyed coffee filters

1. Make a circle with your index finger and thumb. With your other hand, take a coffee filter and poke another finger into the center of the filter, pushing it down through the circle of your fingers.

2. Grab the bottom of the filter and pull it down through the circle. Twist the now-pointed bottom of the filter, leaving the top open and flowery.
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FLOWER FAVOR BAG AND GARLAND

FLOWER FAVOR BAG AND GARLAND

These natural-colored flowers look great paired with a brightly colored string, like the neon string called Mason’s twine, available at hardware stores.

SUPPLIES

brown lunch bags (for favor bags only)

hole punch (for favor bags only)

string (such as neon Mason’s twine)

Coffee Filter Flowers (see above)

1. To make a favor bag, fill a brown lunch bag with party favor items. Fold the top flap down about 3". Punch two holes in the folded top and thread a piece of string through the holes. Tie on a flower. Knot the ends of the string and let them unravel into fringe.

2. To make the garland, tie the flowers along your desired length of string. (Make sure you allow a few feet of extra string for knotting.)
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COFFEE FILTER FLOWER NAPKIN RINGS



COFFEE FILTER FLOWER NAPKIN RINGS

I love any way to reuse toilet paper and paper towel tubes. A pile of rolled-up napkins with these rings would look pretty on a buffet table.

SUPPLIES

scissors

paper towel or toilet paper tube

hole punch

Coffee Filter Flowers

hot glue (or white glue)

    coffee filter leaves

1. Cut the cardboard tubes into 1½" rings. Punch a hole in the center of one of the rings, and pull the twisted bottom of a flower through the hole. Trim off a bit of the twisty tail, keeping a ½" or so stub. Hot-glue the twisty stub to the inside of the ring. Repeat with the remaining rings and flowers.

2. Hot-glue a leaf or two under each flower.
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    COFFEE FILTER FLOWER NAPKIN RINGS
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    COFFEE FILTER FLOWER STRAWS



COFFEE FILTER FLOWER STRAWS

Use green-striped-paper or solid-green-plastic straws. These garnishes will make iced tea a bit more festive!

SUPPLIES

scissors

Coffee Filter Flowers

hot glue

solid-green-plastic or green-striped-paper (or any!) straws

coffee filter leaves

1. Snip off some of the flower’s twisty bottom, leaving ½" or so as a stub. Squeeze some nontoxic hot glue onto the flower and the stub, and press the flower against the straw, leaving at least an inch at the top of the straw for sipping.

2. Squeeze a little bit of glue onto the pointy side of a leaf, and wrap the leaf around the flower bottom to cover it.
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BIRD, CLOUDS, AND TREES CAKE

BIRD, CLOUDS, AND TREES CAKE

Little cupcake paper trees, birds, and clouds make a sweet scene for a holiday, a wintertime baby shower, or a birthday cake. I love that the topper is taller than the cake itself.

SUPPLIES

3 white cupcake papers (I used Texas-style large muffin papers, but standard-size work, too)

scissors

white glue, hot glue, or adhesive dots

12"-long wooden skewers

3 to 9 green cupcake papers

1. To make the clouds, fold one white cupcake paper in half. Cut out the round middle, and cut the ridged edges into strips. Cut cloud shapes out of the strips and glue the clouds to the tops of the skewers.

2. To make the bird, fold two cupcake papers in half. Use the template to cut a bird body shape (the top of the bird is along the fold) and two wing shapes. Glue the skewer to the inside of the bird body, as shown, and glue a wing on either side.

3. To make the tree, cut one green cupcake paper in half. Lightly fold to make a center mark on the straight cut side. Place adhesive dots or lightly brush glue along one half of the top straight side. Form a cone shape by overlapping the unglued straight edge over the glued edge. Repeat with the remaining two cupcake papers. (For a multitiered tree, stack a few cones on top of each other.)
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BIRD, CLOUDS, AND TREES CAKE
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CUPCAKE PAPER FLOWER PETIT FOUR TOPPERS

CUPCAKE PAPER FLOWER PETIT FOUR TOPPERS

Cupcake paper flowers and a poured confectioner’s sugar glaze dress up small-cut cubes of sheet cake into pretty petits fours.

SUPPLIES

standard or mini cupcake papers in floral colors

hot glue or white glue

standard or mini cupcake papers in leaf colors

scissors

petits fours

frosting (optional)

1. To make the flowers, fold the floral-colored papers in half and in half again.

2. Stick a finger inside one of the layers to push it open. Fold a triangular flap underneath to give the flower a flat bottom. Use the hot glue—or have kids use white glue—to secure the flap down.

3. To make the leaves, fold a green cupcake paper in half and in half again. Open it and cut along the folds so that you have four pieces. Cut each piece into a leaf shape, as shown. Glue a leaf under the flower with hot or white glue.

4. Place flowers on top of the little cakes before the icing has hardened or top store-bought cakes by adding a dot of frosting with a toothpick to adhere the flower.
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    CUPCAKE PAPER NECKLACE


CUPCAKE PAPER NECKLACE

SUPPLIES

standard or mini cupcake papers in floral colors

scissors

hot or white glue

standard or mini cupcake papers in leaf colors

string (such as striped baker’s twine; optional)

blunt sewing needle with a large eye (often called tapestry or darning needle)

1. Fold a floral-colored cupcake paper in half and in half again.

2. Cut the ridged edge into thirds. Cut into the ridged folded edges as well.

3. Round out the bottoms of these flaps into a petal shape.

4. Open the fold so that it is folded in half. Twist the bottom, and put a finger inside the flower to spread the petals. Fold a tiny triangle at the base to secure the twist, and hot-glue it closed.

    5. Make leaves following the instructions in step 3 of the Cupcake Paper Flower Petit Four Toppers instructions

6. Cut a piece of string long enough so that once knotted it will easily slip over the child’s head. Thread the needle with the string. Use the needle to poke through the twisted bottom of the flowers. Knot the two ends together.

7. Hot-glue a leaf or two under each flower.
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BLUE AND GREEN CUPCAKE PAPER CARDS AND TAGS

BLUE AND GREEN CUPCAKE PAPER CARDS AND TAGS

These little cards and tags take advantage of cupcake papers’ ruffled texture. I always seem to have a few stray cupcake papers left over from various packs, and this is a nice use for them.

SUPPLIES

scissors

assorted cupcake papers, in various colors and sizes

aluminum foil (optional)

white glue

blank tags and cards

rubber stamps and ink, sticker letters, or pens

baker’s twine

assorted paper circles (punched or store-bought confetti) or sticker dots

hole punch (optional)

sticker star (optional)

1. CLOUDS Cut out cloud shapes from large white cupcake papers. Cut raindrops out of a silver cupcake paper (or aluminum foil). Glue the clouds and raindrops to a tag or card, and stamp on a message.

2. HEART TAG Cut a heart shape out of a cupcake paper. Glue it onto a tag, and stamp an initial inside.

3. BUNTING Glue a bit of baker’s twine to a tag or card. Cut out a few triangles from a cupcake paper and glue them onto the twine. Stamp on a name or message.

4. ICE CREAM CONE Cut out a little triangle from a cupcake paper for the cone. Add confetti circles (or punch or hand-cut dots) for the scoops. Glue the dots to the card, and then glue on the cone.

    5. WHITE AND GREEN CHRISTMAS TREES Cut two triangles out of a cupcake paper. Cut a trapezoid shape out of a silver cupcake paper (or aluminum foil) for the planter. Glue the bottom tree layer onto the card and then glue on the top layer and the planter. Top with a sticker star, if desired.

6. BIRD Fold a cupcake paper in half. Trace the template (the top of the bird will be along the folded edge). Cut out the bird and wing shapes and glue onto a card.

    7. FATHER’S DAY TIE Cut a tie and collar shape (see the templates). Glue the top of the tie to the top of the card and glue the top of the white collar pieces over it, as shown (rather than gluing it down flat, so it retains dimension). Stamp or write a message.
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    BUNTING
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    WHITE AND GREEN CHRISTMAS TREES
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    FATHER’S DAY TIE
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CUPCAKE PAPER DOLLHOUSE ACCESSORIES

CUPCAKE PAPER DOLLHOUSE ACCESSORIES

These little dollhouse accessories are fast and easy to make; a perfect playdate activity. For greater strength or opacity, double or triple the cupcake papers.

SUPPLIES

standard or mini cupcake papers in various colors

adhesive dots or double-sided tape

white glue

scissors

toothpick and blue paper (optional, for curtains)

wooden peg people (available at craft stores) or small dolls or animal figures

round wooden clothespin (for lamp)

inner box of a small matchbox (for crib)

small colored paper napkin (for crib mattress and blanket)

1. Lampshade Attach a mini cupcake paper to the top of the clothespin with an adhesive dot or small piece of double-sided tape.

2. Chair The base is a stack of 2 upside-down mini cupcake papers. To make the chair back, cut out a semi-circle piece from the ruffled edge of a mini cupcake paper, leaving it attached to the flat round cupcake bottom. Brush white glue on the top of the chair base and adhere the flat bottom of the chair back piece to it.

3. Crib Cut out the center of 2 regular cupcake papers so you are left with 2 ruffled strips. Press a few adhesive dots or some double-sided tape around the outside edge of the matchbox and wrap and adhere the bottom of the ribbed cupcake paper to it. Patch on an additional piece of cupcake paper as needed to cover and encircle the box. Cut out a little rectangle from the paper napkin for the crib mattress and a smaller piece for a crib blanket.

4. Mom’s Skirt Cut out the center of a regular cupcake paper so you are left with a ruffled strip. Wrap it around the mom’s waist and adhere it with an adhesive dot at back.

5. Dad’s Collar Cut a circle out of the center of a mini cupcake paper and fit it around the dad’s neck. Trim off the ribbed edge leaving 2 triangles that look like a “bib” front.

6. Curtains Cut a 2 × 2½″ piece of blue paper. Cut out the center of a regular cupcake paper so you are left with a ruffled strip. Cut the strip in half vertically and then trim it horizontally into thirds to get six 1¼″-tall pieces. Glue 3 pieces together, as shown, and repeat with remaining 3 pieces to make a second curtain panel. Glue the tops of the curtains to the toothpick. Glue the toothpick to the short end of the blue paper and adhere the whole thing to the dollhouse wall with double-sided tape.
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