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Buoyed by the success, both

critical and commercial, of
The Voronov Plot, André
Juillard and Yves Sente

forged ahead with an
ambitious two-part story
dealing with international
terrorism entitled The
Sarcophagi of the Sixth
Continent. Boldly, the authors
dared to imagine the teenage
years of two young Britons: Philip

Mortimer and Francis Blake ...
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SYNOPSIS

Les Sarcophages du 6¢ continent

(The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent) os

LES SARCOPHAG
& DU 6 cONTlﬂ_E_NT d
7 3 i’ .
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S/ g

Early 1958. As the Brussels Universal Exposition

is about to open its doors to the public, a terrible
threat looms over the world: incredibly powerful
electric phenomena lay waste to several pavilions.

Professor Mortimer has been chosen as head of
the British Industry pavilion, where the United
Kingdom is proud to exhibit its scientific know-
how and the resulting technological applications.
During the entirety of the Universal Exposition,
the pavilion is to be connected to Halley Research
Station, a British scientific base in Antarctica. That
way, visitors to the pavilion can discover, live, the
heartbeat of the Sixth Continent. But a pro-Third
World terrorist organisation led by a mysterious
Indian emperor - risen from the grave more than
2000 years after his death - is preparing its first
actions aimed at destabilising Western nations.
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THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER
Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS

SENTE e JUILLARD

THE COMPLETE COLLECTION
VOLUME 7

Introductions by Brieg F. Haslé and Nicolas Thibaudin

‘9 CINEBOOK_

The9chEA T Publisher





EPUB/Images/page0005.jpg
This volume includes:

The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent
Part 1
The Global Threat

The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent
Part 2
Battle of the Spirits

The Gondwana Shrine
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‘When | saw the first sketches of Gita, | felt the same way
| did as a boy when | first encountered Princes Saskia in Les

Aventures de Corentin. She’s sensual and exotic, but without 2
being suggestive or vulgar. | see it as ‘avenging’ Jacobs,
who was a victim of prudish times. He was forced to keep
his rare female characters fully clothed from head to toe.’
YVES SENTE

‘Ah, Princess Gita ... The body of

a goddess wrapped in a sari. It
was an absolute delight to give
Mortimer such a beautiful first love
and have her dive into a pool.’
ANDRE JUILLARD

‘This new exposure of the heroes to a feminine
presence has an impact on their image. We now know
that not only are they brave, honest, and righteous,
but they also are sensitive, fragile, enamoured, and
heterosexual. All of this is rather new in the series.’
ANDRE JUILLARD

© THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | 3
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EMBLEMATIC CHARACTERS

PRINCESS G

Princess Gita, the only daughter of
Emperor Ashoka, is the first major crush
of the adolescent Philip Mortimer, who is
awestruck by the young Indian woman’s
beauty. Unfortunately, the jealousy of
Sushil (a local boy and childhood friend
of Mortimer) will lead the princess to a
woeful end, causing intense grief for the
future nuclear physicist. And yet, many
years later she will return in the second
part of The Sarcophagi of the Sixth
Continent: Battle of the Spirits ... With
this strong-willed lady and her tragic
fate, Sente and Juillard contributed a
most endearing entry to the long list

of Jacobsian characters.

How could young Philip Mortimer not be captivated by the
lovely Princess Gita?
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THE SECRET GONDWANA
BASE

We/l, gent/emen! | hope everythings ready! [EK )

We can proceed with the f/‘r.rf test as
- s00m as you give the order, Your Highness.

7S] ﬁ»

‘To create Ashoka’s base,
| took inspiration from
the one in The Secret of
the Swordfish. Bases

are a trope of adventure
stories.’

The only means of
mechanised travel over
the ice and snow of
Antarctica is the snowcat
(manufacturer Tucker’s
model depicted here),

a sort of tractor mounted
on massive tracks.

In @ moment you will fal/ asleep.
Then, very soon, your brain will
once again start hearing and seeing
as usaal... from the console that
will have picked it up. We will be
able to send you virtually any-
where we wan}: at will, and make
you act on any electrical installation
we choose. You wil/ reach them by
way of waves, and we will see what
your virtual eyes see on our control
screens. fabulous, isnt it?!

Ashoka’s lair: the secret
Gondwana base ... and
its strange sarcophagi!

—

JACOBSIAN MACHINES
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matter relevant to those years

that could still speak to today’s ?
readers is hard ... ‘Although it

would have been conceivable in (]

1958,” he continued, ‘the theme
of terrorism on a global scale
is something very modern. In
a way, this is an answer to the
paradox that Blake & Mortimer is
supposed to be a contemporary
series. It was to Jacobs, at any
rate. Today, of course, it’s set in
the past, but at the same time, it’s
a series rooted in science fiction
and political fiction.” And so, the
writer racked his brains to find

Pencil sketch of page 9’s central panel (page 29 of this book)





EPUB/Images/page0014.jpg
! hope you will forgrv
__tthe 5n:;¥eakab/e .{mﬁde
~| of your attackers. Know
that, for the vast majori-

Indians, you will
always be welcome in our
country. As visitors, of
course. Not as conquerors.

Blake and Mortimer cross paths with
Mahatma Gandhi!

came to realise that 62 pages
wouldn’t be enough to tell the
story he was hatching, and so, it
was decided that the adventure
would come in two volumes of
54 pages each. Clearly, it was an
ambitious undertaking. The plot
had the heroes dashing all over
the famous Universal Exposition,
where Mortimer was in charge of
the British Industry pavilion. As if
that weren’t enough, the authors
also dragged characters and
readers all over the world, from
India, where the mysteriously
resurrected Emperor Ashoka
reigned, all the way to Antarctica
and Halley Research Station. There
was a difficulty that Yves Sente
openly acknowledged: inventing
science fiction set in the 1950s
is not easy and finding a subject

‘For the scene where Ashoka appears in a cloud of smoke, | wondered
how Jacobs would have rendered such an atmosphere, as it’s poorly suited to the
ligne claire style.” ANDRE JUILLARD

IN HER OWN WORDS
Madeleine DeMille, colourist of
several Blake & Mortimer titles

Gl
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Should you wish to read the albums of Blake & Mortimer in the chronological order of the series’
events, here is a quick timeline. The new stories by various authors are inserted among the ones
created by Edgar P. Jacobs. The dates in brackets represent their publications in English by Cinebook.

Plutarch’s Staff (2015)

The Secret of the Swordfish (2013)
The Valley of the Immortals (2018 and 2019)

The Last Swordfish (2021)

The Mystery of the Great Pyramid (2007 and 2008)
The Yellow M (2007)

The Septimus Wave (2015)

The Call of the Moloch (2020)

The Francis Blake Affair (2008)

The Strange Encounter (2009)

The Oath of the Five Lords (2014)

The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver (2012)
Atlantis Mystery (2012)

The Voronov Plot (2010)

The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent (2011)
The Gondwana Shrine (2011)

The Testament of William S. (2016)
Signed: Olrik (2025)

S.0.S. Meteors (2009)

The Time Trap (2014)

Threat from Atlantis (2026)

Eight Hours in Berlin (2022)

The Affair of the Necklace (2010)
Professor Saté’s Three Formulae (2016)

sssss

LA MALEDICTI
233 TRENTE DEN?ER'

o FAIRE
pVU CO\.L\ER
-

L LES@FORMULES
PROFESSEUR SATO
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topics that would fall outside of
that paradox.

THE TEENAGE YEARS

The Global Threat, first half of The
Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent,
came with an enormous surprise:
the very first meeting between
Philip Mortimer and Francis Blake,
in a crowded street in Bombay.
Depicting the two heroes barely
out of adolescence undoubtedly
represented a tremendous chal-

lenge for Juillard. Granted, he °

had previously drawn Blake
and Mortimer in the twilight
of their years, most notably in
the illustrated story L’Aventure
immobile by Didier Convard (The
Stationary Adventure — part of
the series Le Dernier Chapitre
[The Last Chapter], published by
Dargaud), but he freely admitted
that he found it easier to age
characters rather than make
them younger. ‘In the flashback,’
the artist explained, ‘our friends
are fresh out of their teens. Our
first hurdle was to render them

younger by a significant number

of years, since Jacobs had gone
against the tradition of bandes
dessinées heroes by creating
already mature characters.” Doing
so required numerous attempts
and many sketches and studies.
‘The problem with these two is
that they’re instantly identifiable

by their facial hair. Remove the
beard or the thin moustache, and
it’s not them any more. | must
admit—when | received the script,
| was a little worried. | worked

with tracing paper and gradually
made them slimmer, especially
Mortimer, shaved off the hair, and
hid the wrinkles. A simple process,
inthe end.’

To be continued ...

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | &

To the shock
of the heroes,
Olrik appears
on the giant
screens of
the American
pavilion.
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Study for the scene in which Dr Pierre Claes d’Erckenteel’s driver takes our heroes to the Universal Exposition

Theartist was, in fact, delighted
when he read his partner’s
synopsis. ‘/ was also very much
looking forward to the scenes
taking place at Expo 58,” he
admitted. ‘Architecturally speak-
ing, some of the stuff there was
insane.” Additionally, at age 10
he’d had the good fortune to
actually visit the 1958 Brussels
World Fair with his family. It had
showcased the inauguration of
the famous Atomium designed
by André Waterkeyn, André
Polak, and Jean Polak, but
Juillard confessed: ‘My childhood
memories are somewhat sparse.
| remember two things: my first
taste of Neapolitan ice cream
(which was unknown in France
at the time) and the Dutch
pavilion, which reproduced tidal
movements.’

e,

THE CHARACTERS’ YOUTH

While they’d first considered
making an entirely Brussels-
based adventure, the Sente-
Juillard team soon set its eyes
farther afield. ‘Yes, things evolved
quickly indeed,” confirmed the
writer. ‘André wanted to go
deeper into the psychology of
the characters.’” The authors
went on a deep dive through
Un opéra de papier (A Paper

'??\f:
/
I
f
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‘The strength of Sente’s scripts? They’re very well
constructed. The stories are chock full of twists and
turns, but it’s obvious that their backbone is rock solid.
Yves knows where he’s going. | don’t need to

worry about potential inconsistencies.” André Juillard

premise that the events

told in The Voronov Plot
concluded in the winter of 1957,
scriptwriter Yves Sente simply
asked himselfwhatwould happen
next. At the start of the relaunch,
the publishers had wanted to
return to Jacobs’s golden age,
exemplified by The Yellow M
and S.0.S. Meteors. Their wish
dictated that the new stories
would take place within the
timeframe ofthe 1950s; therefore,
Sente immediately thought of the
Universal Exposition that took
place in Brussels from 17 April to
19 October 1958 and attracted 42
million visitors.

Basing his judgment on the

BLAKE AND MORTIMER IN
BRUSSELS

Convinced that such a setting
would give André Juillard the op-
portunity to have fun recreating
the various participating coun-

tries’ pavilions, Sente-built his /

I 1
) ']
\(/ / ‘ \
/

plot as an international closed-
door thriller. ‘At the height of the
Cold War,” he described, ‘all the
major powers are present within
spitting distance of each other to
parade their most advanced tech-
no[t;,gy.’

|
S \
] \ \

r )
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A gorgeous composition in pencil
by André Juillard
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Preparatory study for the scene of the dinner interrupted by Emperor Ashoka’s monkeys

Force Staff College, where he
graduated with the rank of flight
lieutenant. After some time in
the RAF, Blake transferred to the
Fleet Air Arm, eventually being
promoted to squadron leader and
serving aboard aircraft carrier

HMS Intrepid. Jacobs indicated
that ‘it was then that he was sent
by the admiralty’s “special sec-
tion” to Scafell, where Professor
Mortimer’s famous flying subma-
rine — the Swordfish — was being
designed in absolute secrecy.’

IN HIS OWN WORDS
Yves Sente, writer of the Blake &
Mortimer continuation

o

© Dargaud / Alexis Haulot

|| P4YING NO HEED TO THE PANICK ED S CRE AMING, IS
THEY TAKE POSITION BEHIND THE HOSTS, Wi
THE 0BVIOUS INTENT OF WATCHING THEM.

],
[T

THE BLAKE AND MORTIMER
PARADOX

As we can see, the creator of
the Blake & Mortimer saga had
thought of nearly everything. One
thing remained to determine,
however: how had the two
heroes met? Enter the combined
imaginations of Sente and Juillard.
‘What’s available in Un opéra de
papier is meagre fare in terms

of quantity,” admitted Sente, 7
‘but there’s still enough there
for a foundation on which to
build. I’'m planning to dive into
their youth, to reveal their first
meeting ... and then comes
the idea of a flashback |
that would be tied to the |
1958 storyline.” Little by
little, the framework of ' .
The Sarcophagi of the
Sixth Continent grew in the
writer’s mind. He quickly
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Opera), the retrospective book
that Edgar P. Jacobs published in
1981 (re-edited in April 2013 by
Gallimard). Within it, and rather
succinctly, Jacobs had included
the curriculum vitae of his series’
three main characters: Philip
Mortimer, Francis Blake, and
Olrik. We learned

of the Swordfish studied first
in Dumbarton, then at the Allan
Glen’s School in Glasgow, before
enrolling in that city’s univer-
sity for a Bachelor of Science.
The brilliant young scientist
then studied nuclear physics at
the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, and

that Mortimer’s full  Tue creator oF THE Braxe &  ultimately at the
name was Philip  pormmer saca nap THouent  University of Cali-

Edgar Angus; that
his father Archibald
Aeneas Mortimer
was bornin Falkland
(Scotland) and was
a major and regi-
mental surgeon in
the British Indian
Army; and that his
mother, Lady Eileen Hunter of
Pitlochry, was renowned for her
elegance and her talent as a pi-
anist. Jacobs went further and
told us that the future inventor

OF NEARLY EVERYTHING. ONE
THING REMAINED TO DETERMINE,
HOWEVER: HOW HAD THE
TWO HEROES MET? ENTER
THE COMBINED IMAGINATIONS
OF SENTE AND JUILLARD.

Percy Blake. May | know thé name of the
brave countryman who came to my help |-
be{fore this strange man'’s miraculous {

fornia, Berkeley. As
for Blake, his full
name was revealed
as Francis Percy,
born in Llangollen,
Wales, the son of
Aneurin J. Blake,
colonel in the Royal
Welsh Fusiliers, and
Lady Millicent Roche of Killarney,
daughter of the justice of the
peace for Glamorgan County.
Francis Blake studied at Eton,
before enrolling in the Royal Air

N /nlervention?

© Dargaud / Rita Scaglia

IN HIS OWN
WORDS
André Juillard,
artist of the
Blake &
Mortimer
continuation

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER || ©

Philip Angus Mortimer. |'m
sure you would have done
the same thing.

A historic moment: the first meeting of young Francis Blake and Philip Mortimer! It is the
beginning of an unbreakable bond of friendship.






