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DEDICATION

To the weary, the searching, to those on the edge, this is for you.

You may hold this book with questions, a quiet ache, or a glimmer of hope.

I’ve stood where you are, wondering if God sees, if He still speaks, and if grace could even reach me.

And the answer was yes.

May these pages lead you not to more striving but to surrender: not to religion but to relationship. Not to fear, but to the unshakable gratitude found in Jesus Christ.

You are not here by accident. You are fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14), deeply known, eternally loved, and never beyond the reach of God.
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PREFACE

All Scripture quotations in this book are taken from the English Standard Version (ESV), unless otherwise noted, and are used by permission of Crossway Publishers. 

There are Bible verses, quotes, and statements throughout the book. Within Scripture citations, the author has used square brackets to identify speakers or references where the original text would otherwise be unclear. For example: ‘He [Jesus] shall bruise your head’ (Genesis 3:15). 

Divine Gratitude: Joy Beyond This World follows a consistent chapter structure designed to help readers understand, reflect on, and apply biblical truth. Each chapter weaves together Scripture, lived experience, and theological insight to explore how divine gratitude transforms your life. 

At the conclusion of most chapters, a section titled Truth in Focus brings together the central themes already presented, helping clarify how God’s Word and the realities of everyday life point to the same eternal truths. This section does not introduce new material but reinforces what has already been explored. 

Each chapter also concludes with Living It Out: a five-part section designed to move truth from the page into daily life. It includes a Key Truth to anchor the chapter’s central insight, a Verse to Treasure for Scripture memory, a Reflection Question for personal meditation, an Action Step to put faith in motion, and a Prayer to close in conversation with God.

These tools make Divine Gratitude especially well-suited for small groups, Bible study classes, and church community groups. Each chapter’s Living It Out section provides groups with a natural framework for discussion: a shared truth to open with, a Scripture to meditate on, a question to reflect on together, a step to take as a community, and a prayer to close. Whether you are working through this book on your own or alongside others, each chapter is designed to be experienced, not just read.

A note on one word you will encounter throughout these pages: circumstances. It appears often and deliberately. In conversation, we reach for many words to describe what surrounds us: situation, condition, season, and reality. Any of them would do. But “circumstances” is used here with a specific intent: it names the external forces pressing in on a person’s life. The things that happen to you, the conditions you didn’t choose, and the pressure that feels like it should determine how you feel and who you are. The entire argument of this book is that divine gratitude is not subject to those forces. Gratitude rooted in God’s character does not rise and fall with your circumstances. That distinction matters, and the word is chosen every time to keep it in front of you. 

This book is written for believers and seekers alike: those beginning their faith journey, those growing in it, and those wrestling with life’s deepest questions. My prayer is that these pages will point you to Jesus Christ, the source of true gratitude, lasting joy, unshakable peace, living hope, and a life of eternal glory.
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Let me tell you about the day I got “the notice.” We were three months behind on our mortgage. And I realized something far more terrifying than foreclosure: I had placed my security and peace in something that could collapse. I bet it all on the temporary instead of the eternal.

I sat in my home office in Southern California, staring at that piece of paper, feeling the weight of failure crashing down on me. Three months! Next: foreclosure.

I was a commercial real estate investment broker. For over a year, I hadn’t closed a single deal. The real estate market had crashed, and every escrow I had was tied up in attorney battles that seemed to have no end. Buyers and sellers were at each other’s throats, lawyers were circling like vultures, and I was stuck in the middle, attempting to bring chaos to reason, while watching months of work go down the drain.

My wife, Carolyn, was working at a local bank. Not because she wanted to, but because we needed the income. She’s a teacher by training and calling, created to shape young minds and share the love of Jesus with children. But there were no teaching positions available, so she took what she could get. Her salary barely made a dent in our monthly expenses.

My reality was that I’d put my family at risk. All my years of experience, all my confidence in my abilities, all my carefully laid plans, and I couldn’t even keep the mortgage current.

That afternoon in late 1991, I closed the door to my home office, got down on my knees, and prayed one of the hardest prayers of my life.

“God, I’m broken. I’m afraid. This shocking situation has made me realize I’m not in control as I’ve always believed. I’ve never felt so helpless, Lord. I surrender my life to You, right here, right now.”

It wasn’t a polite prayer. It wasn’t the kind of shiny theological rhetoric I’d learned in church growing up. It was raw, desperate honesty. I told God I’d been running my life according to my own selfish will, and I had very little to show for it. I told Him I couldn’t do this anymore. I wanted to surrender, and I needed Him to take over my life.

I had no clue what would happen next. I just knew I was out of options.

Within Thirty Days

Within thirty days of that prayer, something impossible happened.

Both of the escrows I’d been negotiating, deals that had been stuck in attorney gridlock for months with no resolution in sight, suddenly closed. The lawyers settled. The paperwork went through. The deals were funded.

Boom: $150,000.

It was exactly what we needed to catch up on the mortgage and keep our family going until I could figure out what came next.

I remember the day I got the call from the title company. “David, we’re ready to close. Can you come in and sign?” I sat there stunned, phone in my hand, tears welling up. After a year of nothing, after months of lawyers telling me these deals would never close, God made His move.

Another thirty days into the new year of 1992, Carolyn got a phone call from a local Christian school just two miles from our house. They offered her a position teaching fourth and sixth-graders.

Her dream job.

She would spend the next twenty-five years there, teaching children about Jesus, doing exactly what God created her to do. That’s the goodness of God and a taste of His sovereign will.

And shortly afterward, I was sitting in my weekly men’s Bible study at church when one of the guys asked if anyone had experience with corporate contracting. My hand went up, and he told me about a startup company that needed someone to write and negotiate corporate partnership agreements. They were developing technology to manage prescription drugs in hospitals.

I interviewed with the two co-founders and the CFO from the executive team. They offered me the job.

The salary was a shock. Fifty percent less than what I’d been making in real estate. Barely 50% more than my first job out of college. But they offered ground-floor stock options, and we still had some of that escrow money to fill the gap for a while. Plus, the company culture was different than any I had ever seen or experienced. Many of the people there were Christians.

We prayed about it and decided to go for it.

Six months later, William, the co-founder and chief sales officer, pulled me aside at our annual sales meeting in the mountains of Colorado.

“David, would you consider starting a new department? You have demonstrated your value, and these contracts have become a significant tipping point in our income generation. We believe you’re the man to get it done.”

He offered me the title of Vice President of National Accounts.

And he tripled my salary!

I walked out of that mountain lodge into the cold Colorado air, unable to stop grinning. In less than one year, God had taken me from three months behind on my mortgage to a VP position with a solid six-figure income, from desperation to provision, from failure to success, and from wondering if we’d lose our home to watching my wife thrive in her calling and building a career I’d never imagined.

I thought I understood gratitude. I thought the lesson was simple: When you surrender to God, He provides.

And that was true.

But it wasn’t the whole truth.

What I Didn’t Know Yet

What I didn’t know that day in 1991, kneeling in my home office with tears streaming down my face, was that God wasn’t just teaching me about provision. He was beginning a process that would take years to unfold.

I didn’t know that three years later, I’d be back in that same






What This Book Is About











































One More Thing








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
Divine
Gratitude

Joy Beyond This World

David M Clark

i






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





