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Dedication

For every child who has ever felt overlooked - your voice matters, your song has power, and the world is better when you are heard.
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The King's Great Plan
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Near the edge of a great forest, there once lived a king who wanted to start a wonderful new farm.

"Bring me fresh fruits, strong roots, and sweet crops," the king declared. "Let this land grow food for everyone in the kingdom!"

The land he chose was rich and beautiful, but it was covered with thick bushes, tall grass, and twisting vines. The king knew he would need help, so he sent messengers into the forest to invite all the birds to come and clear the land.
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The king raises his staff and declares his plan to the kingdom.

The messengers flew everywhere with the invitation.

They invited Parrot, Hornbill, Dove, Pigeon, Starling, Weaver Bird, and many others.

But by mistake, they forgot one bird.

They forgot the Doctor Bird.

Doctor Bird was small and bright, with a long, thin tail, shining feathers, and a voice as sweet as honey. Though he was little, he was proud, clever, and full of song.
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The Birds Get to Work
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The next morning, birds of every kind flew to the king's new farm.

They pecked at weeds, scratched at the soil, pulled away vines, and flapped their wings until the land looked neat and clean.

[image: Illustration: 2.png]

A great flock of birds works together to clear the land around the ancient banyan tree.

By midday, the sun grew hot.

"We have done well," said Parrot, wiping his beak. "Let us rest."

So all the birds flew away.
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Doctor Bird Arrives
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Not long after they left, Doctor Bird swooped down from the forest and perched on the branch of a tall banyan tree in the middle of the farm.

He looked at the cleared land. Then he looked toward the palace.

His little heart felt heavy.

"They remembered everyone except me," he said sadly. "Do they think I am too small to matter?"
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Doctor Bird perches alone on the banyan tree, gazing over the cleared field.

Then Doctor Bird began to sing.

"You called them all but left me out,

You gave me no chance to sing or shout.

I am Doctor Bird, proud and free,

But no one remembered to invite me."

As he sang, a strange magic filled the air.

The wind rustled. The leaves trembled.

The cleared field slowly grew wild again. Grass rose from the soil, vines curled around the bushes, and weeds returned as if the birds had never worked at all.
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Doctor Bird's sorrowful song fills the air with golden magic as the farm grows wild again.
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The Mystery of the Returning Weeds

[image: ]


The next morning, the birds came back and gasped.

"What happened?" cried Parrot.

"We cleared this field yesterday!" said Dove.

"The weeds have returned!" shouted Hornbill.

The birds rushed to the king.

"Your Majesty," they said, "something strange has happened. The field is wild again!"

The king frowned. "Then clear it again. Perhaps the forest wind played a trick on us."

So the birds worked again. They pecked, scratched, pulled, and flapped until the field was clean once more.

At midday, they flew away to rest.

Again, Doctor Bird came to the banyan tree. Again, he sang his sad song. Again, the field grew wild.

On the third day, the same thing happened. Now the birds were puzzled.
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The birds discover the overgrown field and realize something magical is undoing their work.
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