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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to every level and type of student. I've taught every age from kindergarten kids to adults. These days, I'm teaching in Vancouver, Canada.

I hold a Master of Arts in Psychology and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA certification programs. 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Pinterest: www.pinterest.ca/eslspeaking

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

You may also want to check out these other resources by Jackie Bolen. It's easy to find them wherever you like to buy books.


−  Advanced English Conversation Dialogues

−  The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use

−  English Vocabulary Masterclass for TOEFL, TOEIC, IELTS, and CELPIP
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​Introduction to American English Slang
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge of slang in American English. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find dialogues that are ideal for intermediate-level students. 

The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.

To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend for extra motivation.  

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, expressions, etc. that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each dialogue. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one dialogue a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​Let's Get Tacos
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Jake and Tom are talking about going out for some tacos.

Jake: Yo, what's up?

Tom: Not much, just chillin'. You?

Jake: Same here. I was gonna hit up that new taco joint downtown. You down?

Tom: For sure! Heard their tacos are amazing. Let me grab my wallet real quick.

Jake: No worries. We can take my ride.

Tom: Sweet! I need to snag some cash from the ATM first, though. 

Jake: Okay. We should bounce soon before it gets too busy.

Tom: Let’s go!

Vocabulary 

yo: A casual way to say "hi" or "hello."

What's up?: A way to ask someone how they are or what they are doing.

chillin': Relaxing or doing nothing special.

hit up: To go to or visit a place.

You down?: Are you interested, or do you want to join?

no worries: It's okay, or don't worry about it.

ride: A car or vehicle.

snag: To get or grab something.

bounce: To leave or go somewhere else.

Comprehension Questions

	What does Jake ask Tom at the beginning of the conversation?

	How does Tom describe what he's doing?

	What place does Jake suggest they go to?

	How does Tom respond when Jake asks if he wants to go to the taco joint?

	What does Tom need to do before they leave?

	How does Jake suggest they travel to the taco joint?

	Why does Jake say they should "bounce" soon?


Answers

	Jake asks, "What's up?"

	Tom describes what he's doing as just chillin'.

	Jake suggests they go to a new taco joint downtown.

	Tom responds by saying, "For sure!" and mentions that he's heard their tacos are amazing.

	Tom needs to grab his wallet and get some cash from the ATM before they leave.

	Jake suggests they can take his ride.

	Jake says they should go before it gets too busy.
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Discussion Questions

	How do you usually greet your friends when you see them?

	What do you like to do when you're just chillin?

	Have you ever tried a new restaurant or food place based on a friend's recommendation? How was it?

	How do you usually decide where to go out to eat with friends?

	Do you prefer to carry cash or use cards when you go out? Why?

	What do you think is the best time to visit a popular restaurant to avoid crowds?

	How important is it to have a reliable way to get around when going out with friends?

	Do you usually make plans spontaneously, like Jake and Tom, or do you prefer to plan ahead?


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Grab Some Grub
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Maya and Leo are talking about what they're doing after work.

Maya: Hey, what's going on?

Leo: Not much, just got off work. You?

Maya: Just finished binge-watching that new series. It's lit! You gotta check it out.

Leo: I’ve been looking for something new to watch. What’s it about?

Maya: It’s kinda hard to explain, but it’s mad interesting. You won’t be disappointed.

Leo: Alright, I’m sold. Wanna grab some grub later?

Maya: For sure! I’m starving. Let’s hit up that burger spot on Main.

Leo: Sounds dope. I’ll meet you there in 20.

Vocabulary 

What's going on?: A casual way to ask how someone is doing or what they are up to.

binge-watching: Watching multiple episodes of a TV series in a row.

lit: Really exciting, fun, or excellent.

mad: Very or extremely.

grub: Food.

starving: Very hungry.

dope: Cool, awesome, or great.
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Comprehension Questions

	How does Maya greet Leo at the beginning of the conversation?

	What has Leo been doing before the conversation?

	What does Maya say about the new series she watched?

	What is Leo's reaction to Maya's recommendation for the series?

	How does Maya describe the new series to Leo?

	What does Leo suggest they do later?

	How does Maya respond to Leo's suggestion about getting food?

	Where does Maya suggest they go for food?


Answers

	Maya greets Leo by saying, "Hey, what's going on?"

	Leo has just gotten off work.

	Maya says the new series she watched is lit and recommends Leo check it out.

	Leo responds positively, saying he has been looking for something new to watch and asks what it’s about.

	Maya describes the new series as mad interesting and says Leo won’t be disappointed.

	Leo suggests they grab some food later.

	Maya responds enthusiastically, saying she is starving and agrees to the plan.

	Maya suggests they go to the burger spot on Main.


Discussion Questions

	How do you usually spend your free time after work or school?

	What types of TV series or movies do you enjoy binge-watching?

	How do you decide whether to start watching a new series or movie?

	How important is it to you to get recommendations from friends before watching something new?

	What do you think makes a TV series or movie mad interesting?

	How do you feel about grabbing food with friends after work or school? Do you have a favorite place to go?

	How do you usually make plans to meet up with friends? Do you prefer specific times or more flexible arrangements?

	What are some of your favorite restaurants or spots to grab food in your area?
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​Just Relaxing
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Chris and Alex are making a plan. 

Chris: Yo, what’s up, dude?

Alex: Not much, just relaxing. You?

Chris: Just wrapped up a workout. Feeling pumped! Wanna hang out later?

Alex: Bet! I’m down. What’s the plan?

Chris: How about we hit the arcade and then grab a bite to eat?

Alex: Sounds like a blast! Let’s do it.

Chris: Sweet! I’ll pick you up in an hour.

Alex: Perfect, see you then!

Vocabulary 

pumped: Excited or enthusiastic.

bet: A way to say "sure" or "okay," showing agreement.

I'm down: I'm willing or interested.

hit the arcade: Go to an arcade.

grab a bite to eat: Go out to eat or have a meal.

sounds like a blast: Sounds like a lot of fun.

sweet: Great or excellent.
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Comprehension Questions

	How does Chris greet Alex at the beginning of the conversation?

	What has Chris just finished doing?

	How does Chris feel after his workout?

	What does Chris ask Alex about hanging out later?

	How does Alex respond to Chris’s invitation to hang out?

	What are Chris’s plans for later?

	What does Alex think of the plan to go to the arcade and eat?

	When will Chris pick up Alex?


Answers

	Chris greets Alex by saying, "Yo, what’s up, dude?"

	Chris has just finished a workout.

	Chris feels pumped after his workout.

	Chris asks Alex if he wants to hang out later.

	Alex responds positively.

	Chris plans to go to the arcade and then grab a bite to eat.

	Alex thinks the plan sounds like a blast.

	Chris will pick up Alex in an hour.


Discussion Questions

	How do you usually feel after a good workout? What activities do you enjoy doing afterward?

	What are some fun activities you like to do with friends?

	How do you decide what to do when making plans with friends? Do you prefer spontaneous plans or scheduled ones?

	What are your favorite places to go for entertainment or eating out?

	How do you usually make plans to meet up with friends? Do you prefer texting, calling, or other methods?

	What are some common ways people express excitement or enthusiasm in casual conversations?

	How do you feel about trying new activities or places with friends? Do you prefer familiar or new experiences?
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​At at Party
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Jenna and Mark are having fun at a party.

Jenna: Hey, what’s up? This party is awesome!

Mark: Totally! I’m having a blast. Did you see the DJ? He’s killing it.

Jenna: Yeah, he’s on fire tonight. I’ve been dancing non-stop.

Mark: Same here. We should grab some snacks before they’re all gone.

Jenna: Good call. I’m so hungry though. How about we head out for some pizza instead? 

Mark: That sounds perfect. Let’s bounce and get some slices.

Jenna: For sure! Let’s get out of here.

Vocabulary 

awesome: Really great or impressive.

blast: A lot of fun.

killing it: Doing something very well.

on fire: Performing exceptionally well.

bounce: To leave or go somewhere else.

slices: Pieces of pizza.
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Comprehension Questions

	How does Jenna describe the party?

	What does Mark say about the DJ?

	How has Jenna been spending her time at the party?

	What does Mark suggest they do before the snacks are gone?

	What is Jenna's idea instead of staying at the party for snacks?

	How does Mark respond to Jenna’s suggestion of getting pizza?

	What does “bounce” mean in the context of this conversation?

	What do Jenna and Mark plan to do after leaving the party?


Answers

	Jenna describes the party as awesome.

	Mark says the DJ is killing it, meaning he’s doing very well.

	Jenna has been dancing non-stop at the party.

	Mark suggests they grab some snacks before they’re all gone.

	Jenna suggests they head out for some pizza instead of staying for snacks.

	Mark responds positively, saying it sounds perfect and agrees to go get pizza.

	Bounce means to leave or go somewhere else.

	Jenna and Mark plan to get some pizza after leaving the party.


Discussion Questions

	How do you usually feel about parties? What makes a party enjoyable for you?

	What are your favorite activities to do at a party?

	How do you decide when it’s time to leave a party and go somewhere else?

	What are your go-to foods when you’re hungry at a party?

	How do you feel about making spontaneous plans, like deciding to get pizza after a party?

	What’s your ideal way to spend a fun evening with friends?

	How important is the music or entertainment at a party for you?

	Do you prefer to stay at a party until it ends or leave early and do something else? Why?
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​A Sick Car
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Jake and Liam are talking about a new car. 

Jake: Yo, check out my new ride! Isn’t it sweet?

Liam: No way! That’s a sick car. What’s the 411 on it?

Jake: It’s got a turbocharged engine and some killer rims. I’m stoked to take it for a spin.

Liam: Dude, that’s fire. How fast does it go?

Jake: Pretty fast—0 to 60 in under 6 seconds. You wanna go for a drive?

Liam: Heck yes! Let’s roll. I’ve gotta see this beast in action.

Jake: Alright, hop in.

Vocabulary 

ride: A car.

sweet: Really great or impressive.

sick: Amazing or excellent.

411: Information or details.

killer: Very impressive or stylish.

stoked: Excited or enthusiastic.

spin: Ride in a car. 

heck yes: An enthusiastic way to say "yes."

beast: An impressive or powerful vehicle.
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Comprehension Questions

	What does Jake want Liam to check out?

	How does Liam describe Jake's new car?

	What details does Jake provide about the car’s engine and rims?

	How does Jake feel about taking the car for a drive?

	What question does Liam ask about the car’s speed?

	How fast can the car go from 0 to 60, according to Jake?

	What is Liam’s response to Jake’s invitation to go for a drive?

	What does Jake say when Liam agrees to go for a drive?


Answers

	Jake wants Liam to check out his new car.

	Liam describes Jake's new car as sick.

	Jake provides details that the car has a turbocharged engine and killer rims.

	Jake feels stoked about taking the car for a drive.

	Liam asks how fast the car can go.

	According to Jake, the car can go from 0 to 60 in under 6 seconds.

	Liam responds enthusiastically, saying "Heck yes!" and expressing eagerness to see the car in action.

	Jake says, "Alright, hop in," indicating that they can go for a drive.
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Discussion Questions

	What features do you think are important when choosing a new car?

	How do you feel about high-performance cars? Are they worth the extra cost?

	What kind of car do you currently drive, and what do you like or dislike about it?

	How important is it to you to have a car that looks impressive or stylish?

	Have you ever been excited to show someone a new purchase or achievement? What was it and how did they react?

	How do you usually learn about the latest car models and their features?

	What do you think makes a car "sick" or "fire" in terms of performance and design?

	Do you prefer taking a car for a test drive before buying it? Why or why not?
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​At School
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Alex and Jamie are talking about classes. 

Alex: Hey, did you catch Mr. Johnson’s lecture today? It was totally fire!

Jamie: Seriously! He’s always bringing the heat with those lectures. I’m actually learning something for once.

Alex: Yeah, he’s the real MVP. Unlike Mrs. Parker, who’s always so low-key boring.

Jamie: No kidding. Her class is a total snooze fest. I can barely stay awake.

Alex: Tell me about it. At least we have lunch to look forward to. 

Jamie: I heard the cafeteria’s got some bomb tacos today.

Alex: Sweet! Let’s head to the lunchroom and grab some before they run out.

Jamie: For sure.

Vocabulary 

bringing the heat: Performing very well or delivering something impressive.

MVP: Most Valuable Player, used here to mean someone who is outstanding or highly valued.

low-key: Subtle or not very noticeable; here, it means boring or uninteresting.

snooze fest: Something very boring or dull.

bomb: Excellent or very good.

sweet: Great or awesome.
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Comprehension Questions

	How does Alex describe Mr. Johnson’s lecture?

	What does Jamie say about Mr. Johnson’s lectures?

	How does Alex feel about Mrs. Parker’s class?

	What term does Jamie use to describe Mrs. Parker’s class?

	What are Alex and Jamie looking forward to after their classes?

	What does Jamie say about the tacos in the cafeteria?

	What do Alex and Jamie plan to do before the tacos are gone?

	How does Jamie respond to Alex’s suggestion about going to the lunchroom?


Answers

	Alex describes Mr. Johnson’s lecture as totally fire.

	Jamie says that Mr. Johnson is always bringing the heat with his lectures.

	Alex feels that Mrs. Parker’s class is low-key boring.

	Jamie uses the term snooze fest to describe Mrs. Parker’s class.

	Alex and Jamie are looking forward to lunch.

	Jamie says that the cafeteria has bomb tacos today.

	Alex and Jamie plan to head to the lunchroom and grab some tacos before they run out.

	Jamie responds positively, saying "For sure," indicating agreement with Alex’s suggestion.


Discussion Questions

	What qualities make a lecture or class enjoyable for you?

	How do you usually feel about teachers who make classes engaging versus those who don’t?

	What strategies do you use to stay awake or focused during a boring class?

	How important is it to you to have something to look forward to, like lunch or a break, during the day?

	What are your favorite types of food to have at school or work, and why?

	How do you feel about the impact of good versus bad cafeteria food on your day?

	What makes a class or lecture memorable in a positive or negative way?

	How do you and your friends typically decide what to do during lunch or breaks?
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