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      This book is dedicated to my family and friends who have supported me and loved me throughout my life.

      

      To Mom and Dad: Thank you so much for the love and support you have given me. I couldn't be more grateful for everything  you have done for me. You have provided me with so many incredible opportunities and the tools to grow. I'll forever be grateful to you. I love you guys so much.

      

      To Gabrielle and David: I love you and can't wait to watch you grow up and flourish. I know I am leaving for college soon, but don't worry - I'll always be here for you.

      

      This is also dedicated to Buckeye - I miss you buddy. I can't wait to see you again.

      

      And most importantly this is dedicated to my Granny. I wish you had been able to see me graduate and become an author. I miss you every day. I love you.
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      Hello!

      Welcome to Black Girl, White School. To whoever is reading this book - thank you for picking it up!

      This book is a collection of poems, stories and anecdotes. Everything found between these pages was written by Black girls and women who are current or former students at predominantly white institutions FOR Black girls who have and are experiencing the same.

      Students, parents, teachers, administrators or casually curious readers - please pay close attention as you take a look into the minds of some amazing, powerful, and inspirational Black girls.
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      This kind of crisis was not supposed to happen to kids like me. Not kids who had roots and training like I did, but it did happen.

      Mom and Dad were in their late 20’s and had been married for more than three years when they had me, the first of their three children. GenXers by age and spirit, Mom and Dad had both been Black activists and leaders, in various ways, going all the way back to high school and college.

      They met in college, where Mom was a journalism major and Dad majored in Black studies and political science. They ran their own company together from home, so I was always with them when I wasn’t in school. They surrounded me, my sister and brother with positive Black images, and influencers. I attended a primarily Black school. I am a member of a primarily Black church. At home, I’m surrounded by Black literature and art and my parents are always engaged in political and social discussions. They are known for their socio-political commentaries.

      Their goal has been to raise their kids to be confident, prepared and productive people. To be proud to be Black. They knew my sister, brother and I would live as leaders and we would need to know and love ourselves. We were raised to appreciate all cultures and to cultivate and cherish good relationships with all people, but to never lose sight of our Blackness. To never stop fighting for equality, empowerment and the end of racist systems and ideology.

      My mom and Dad are both inner city kids, who grew up in poor Black neighborhoods. Their parents struggled to send them to be educated in primarily white private schools in the 80’s and 90’s so they understood and prepared me for the mental and emotional impact the environment of an affluent PWI could have on me. At least… I thought I was prepared.

      My mom is a powerhouse who stretches herself and sacrifices herself for us. She double and triple schedules herself, personally and professionally, to be able to, selflessly, still say yes to whoever needs her help outside of our home. (Dad says she “burns her candle at both ends so others can have light”).

      She has actively sought out and secured opportunities and tirelessly advocated for me and my siblings, while being an active volunteer, caring friend, family member and dedicated  consultant and writer. My mother’s life and all of her resources have been dedicated to my and my siblings’ education and experiences.

      She is everywhere. She never rests. She could have had material things. She chose to let go of personal comfort and place her emphasis on making sure that we have the strongest launching pad she can provide for us.

      My dad approaches being a husband and father like it’s an Olympic sport - with intensity and dedication (it’s actually pretty comical at times). He’s our advisor, coach, team builder and peacemaker. He’s a fierce protector of our spiritual, mental and emotional selves, as well as our physical selves and a highly positive, patient, empathetic comforter.

      He’s a selfless provider who always puts himself last. He’s a problem solver and judicious settler of disputes, but he’s also the household’s calm listening ear when any of us just needs to vent. In every way he can, he has placed his personal ambitions and comfort aside in order to make sure all of us can thrive in every way we can. He is dedicated to protecting our interests and our energy by giving us the support and latitude we need to do the more public things he can’t right now. Mom and us kids are his world.

      So training and exposure was not a problem. Parental guidance and involvement was not a problem. So, I was covered, right?

      Nope.

      I’m a year younger than my classmates. Ten, eleven and twelve year-old me was in for a shock and struggle that no one really knew about from sixth grade well into eighth grade. Discovering how to navigate a world that is often hostile toward you and learning how to walk with wisdom and confidence in the power of your Black womanhood is a process. High school freshman me emerged to become who senior me is now.

      So many Black girls entering PWI’s encounter a similar situation.

      Despite their Black roots outside of school, they find themselves struggling in an environment that forces them to deal with the effects of systemic racism and prejudice in what should be a safe space.

      After I became comfortable and secure in my Blackness again, I realized that I was not the only one. I decided to dedicate my time to helping other little Black girls feel seen and heard. I started with becoming active in diversity, equity, and inclusion work at school and gradually moved outward into the community.

      I started thinking about how I could create widespread change - that is how the idea for “Black Girl, White School” came to be. With the help of my parents, I was able to make my dream come true. I was able to take the voices of amazing Black girls and women and present them to the world.
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      Code Switching. While often seen primarily as a linguistic phenomenon, it is also known as when you tone down your Blackness to fit into a predominately white situation.

      Every day I step into an institution where I often feel I cannot be 100% myself for fear that it will place me at a disadvantage… that I may lose social capital and respect.  But as a Black girl, this is something I deal with everywhere: at school, at work, in public and in private. It is an extremely tiring experience.

      As I walk through school, I see girls who are not Black wearing accessories or clothing created or popularized by Black people. I hear rap and R&B playing through their AirPods and I hear them using AAVE (African American Vernacular English) - oftentimes incorrectly - and yet… I have often felt the need to change myself when I get to school. I have felt the need to tone down my Blackness until it is palatable for others. That only the cool aspects of my culture is acceptable - while the struggle that goes hand in hand with my cultural reality is not welcome.  That is, until it's time for a school cultural assembly or project.

      So... When you see a Black girl in the hallway know that she may be performing two jobs at once: getting her education and attempting to fit in an environment that is dismissive or hostile to the woman she really is.

      

      -Olivia V.G. Clarke
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