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            For my mother, who gifted me a lifelong love of history.

            – M. H.

            
                

            

            To the unknown embroiderers.

            – J. D. C.
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Mallory Vayle and Maggoty Skull in... The Castle of Horrors


Howard, Martin

9781805138495

304

Start Reading Now! (Ad)


The third in a spooky and hilarious new series about a talkative skull and a necromancer-in-training. Full of brilliant illustrations!



Perfect for fans of Lemony Snicket and Wednesday.



Mallory Vayle and her talkative skull, Maggoty, star in another fabulous adventure!



When Mallory is invited to see Madame Majika deVinckel's magic show, she rolls her eyes... Majika is bound to be a fraud, pretending to have powers she can't possibly have. But Majika appears to be the real deal, and she has good headdresses so of course Maggoty is an immediate fan.



Majika has a proposition for Mallory: help her open the Chest of Secrets and steal its contents, and in return she will help Mallory speak to her dead parents.



But can Mallory trust Majika? And what will happen if she steals what's inside the chest...



With proper laughs and proper scares, this series is not only the perfect Halloween treat but a side-splitting and spine-tingling year-round read.



Have you read the spooktastic...



	Mallory Vayle and the Curse of Maggoty Skull (Waterstones Children's Book of the Month, October 2024)



	Mallory Vayle and Maggoty Skull in... The Beast from Beneath



Praise for Mallory and Maggoty:



"Effortlessly blends outrageous humour and genuine creepiness" - The Guardian



"Skullduggery pleasant meets A Series of Unfortunate Events. Do not miss! Spooky AND funny, a killer combo!" - Louie Stowell



Start Reading Now! (Ad)
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Friends and Traitors


Peters, Helen

9781788008280

272

Start Reading Now! (Ad)


Some secrets are just too dangerous to know... A gripping World War II story about how two girls foil an aristocratic plot to bring down the government and hand the country to the Nazis...


  When Sidney
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Thanks to Javi, for making this book look so utterly
brilliant and bringing the tapestry to life so well,
and to Ilvanna Khomyak for the superb design.
Special thanks to Elizabeth Jenner who made it
such a fun and brilliantly organised project to
work on. Lastly, thank you to the British Museum.
Since my first visit as a schoolchild, it has always
been my favourite place in the world: a place
where you can walk through history.

— MARTIN HOWARD

e

Thank you to Irene for helping me so much during
the process. And thank you to the artists who
worked on the tapestry . . . | mean the embroidery;
| have simply replicated their incredible work

— JAVI DE CASTRO
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NORMANDY, FRANCE

The tiny-headed man was actually a spy!
He had been promised a reward to help release Warold
but, as with all silly spy films, he got confused . ..

.. . and smuggled Basil
out of Guy's palace
instead of Warold!
But Basil, being 4

superb pal, immediately

went off fo find help.

Basil
YQCcJ Yo
Nermandy,
to find
Duke
William.

1 BEG YOU TO HELP
MY LORD HAROLD,
DUKE WILLIAM.

HE WAS ON HIS WAY
TO SEE YOU BUT HAS
BEEN TAKEN PRISONER
BY COUNT GUY ...

AHA! THIS IS A
SPOT OF GOOD LUCK.
HAROLD |S POWERFUL
ENOUGH TO MAKE ME

KING OF ENGLAND,
AND |F | RESCUE
HIM, HE WILL OWE
ME HIS LIFE. AND |
WON’T EVEN HAVE
TO FREE WULFNOTH
AND HAKON!

ERIC! STOP TOUCHING THE ENGLISHMAN’S
HAIR AND RIDE TO PONTHIEU.

TELL GUY TO
RELEASE HAROLD
I’LL LOOK OUT ON AT ONCE!

THE RIGHT AND
YOU LOOK OUT ON

THE LEFT.

i

OK, YOU LOOK
LEFT AND I’LL
LOOK RIGHT.

SORTED!
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Now Count Guy's prisener, Hareld was forced

|ater, at Beaurain Castle, Warold was Stop it! Everyone
to ride to Beaurain Castle, and held hox’rage.

taken to see Count Guy, in 3 room where except me, STOP
the Poin’ﬁng was *o'h“y out of control. .
There was so much pointing
Harold was forced to peint

with both hands.

peinting!

is bird is not
fervibly pleased
about this either.

COUNT GUY, YOU'RE
MAKING A BIG MISTAKE. HE WILL BE VERY CROSS

I’M ON A MISS|ION TO WHEN HE FINDS OUT YOU’VE

SEE DUKE WILLIAM. TAKEN ME PRISONER.

HA, YOU W/LL BE
MY PRISONER UNTIL
SOMEONE PAYS ME
LOTS OF SILVER.

HE CAN TAKE MY
FREEDOM, BUT

HE WiLL NEVER
TAKE MY BIRD.

ALSO, IT SILENCE! UM ... KEEP
SHOULDN'T DUKE WILLIAM YOUR vOICE
BE ME HELD wiLL NEVER DOWN. THAT

HOSTAGE, FIND OUT YOU MAN WITH 5.°""5 on
IT SHOULD ARE HERE. THE TINY with those
BE YOUR HEAD Is French

HAIRDRESSER. LISTENING. haiceits?
NO ONE
NOTICES

I’M PICKING

MY NOSE.
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Hurrah, at
last Harold

is free!

Excuse we, I'm telling this story
thank you very much. COUGH.

So ... at last Harold
is free. Count Guy was
forced to hand his prisoners
over to Duke William.

As they rode back, Warold gave Duke
William the gifts he had brought.
William tried to look p\easecl,
even ﬂlough it was like
getting socks for Christmas.

WHY HAS HE GIVEN ME A BIRD? IT HAS FEATHERS
| WANTED A DRAGON. AND A BEAK. ALL THE
LATEST FEATURES.

SO...HOwW
ABOUT RELEASING
WULFNOTH AND
HAKON?

HERE’S THE STUPID OH, GET OVER IT, GUY.
PIGGY-WIGGY ENGLISHMAN, NOW GET LOST, YOU'RE NOT
DUKE WILLIAM. IN THIS STORY ANYMORE.
LOOK AT HIS RUBBISH B/RD.

MINE IS MUCH NICER. e \

WE SHALL TALK OF SUCH MATTERS LATER,
HAROLD. FIRST COULD YOU PLEASE STOP
THE DOGS ATTACKING MY MEN?

HE’S HAVING A GO
AT MY BIRD NOW.
THE VILLAIN!

Harold's picking his ; The Nose-Picking
nose now too! I Embroidery, actually.
They should rename ) |
it the Nose-Picking
Tapestry.
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William's messenger boy, Eric, and his
best friend, Huge, set out for Beaurain
Castle at once, looking fabulous with

their hair flying Lacz in the wind.

COUNT GUY |S GOING TO
BEAURAIN CASTLE WIDDLE HIS TIGHTS IN

1S STRAIGHT FEAR WHEN HE SEES US.
AHEAD, ERIC. IT HAS

MASSIVE WINDOWS.
REALLY, IT’S
MOSTLY ROOF.

EXCUSE ME! I’M STUCK [N THIS
FUNNY-LOOKING TREE, COULD
YOU HELP ... OH, THEY’VE GONE.

Uh-oh! Count Guy was taking his axe for
3 walk when Eric and Wugo turned up.

Aleng the way they had picked up
3 small bearded man to look after
the horses. No one knows why,

01! GUY. HAND OVER THE ENGLISHMEN.

DON'T AM |
WHAT PLAY THE HAND HIM EVEN
ENGLISHMEN? SAUCY OVER OR 1N
[ DON'T PUDDING fLL STichk THIS
HAVE ANY WITHUS, ([ £y spear STORY?

ENGLISHMEN. GUY. SOMEW
WE KNOW MEWHERE

YOU’VE
GOT
HAROLD.

A dragen weuld've
been much better. . .
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MONT SAINT-MICHEL, NORMANDY, FRANCE

William set off with his army to fight Duke Conan
of Brittany. It was the perfect way to show Warold
what might happen to England if he
didn't do what Duke William wanted.
On their way, they marched by 3 small
island called Mont Saint-Michel.

NOT WATER!
I’VE JUST HAD MY
HOOVES DONE.

That'’s Mont Saint-Michel
up there. |ovely tearoom,
five-star reviews.

MY FEET ARE GETTING WET!
AND | ONLY BOUGHT

The Normans had to cross 3 river, Yuzzah for brave

but beneath the shallow water was Warold and his amazin
Nyl R fneustache, which hid
mysteriously changed

olour AGAIN!
When men fell info colour H

it and could not free
themselves, Jarold
heroically leapt forward!

THAT BRAVE
ENGLISHMAN [S
SAVING OUR MEN!

OOH, | THINK
"M A LITTLE
BIT IN LOVE.

| CAN'T

BELIEVE |

AM BEING
RESCUED BY AN
ENGLISHMAN.

EELS DOWN
HERE, TOO.

w
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. :‘ Hareld was in for a nasty surprise. )

ANV
Duke William didn’t
want to talk about Wulfnoth
and Uakon at all.

WHY DON’T YOU
BUT DUKE SHOW HAROLD
WILLIAM, I'M YOUR ARMY? NICE
ONLY HERE COUNTRY, ENGLAND.

TO FETCH B /T WOULD BE A SHAME
WULFNOTH. IF WE INVADED IT.

MAKE ME
KING OF
ENGLAND
WHEN
EDWARD DIES.

GREAT IDEA. TELL MY MEN
TO SADDLE THEIR HORSES.
WE RIDE TONIGHT!

Warold is
in 3 pickle
again!

Hed told King Edward he
wouldn't de anything silly
like promise to wmake Duke
William King of England.

Plus, his moustache had
mysteriously changed colour.
Could things get any worse?

At this point in the Tapestry, while William's men
are getting ready for 4 fight, the good news is that
we finally see the very first woman! (Even if it
doesn't seem o make much sense in the story. . )

The bad news is that | could = you know
although we know her — eat this sill
name, Alfqvva (said priest if you \ile.
‘Alfgeeva’), we don't
veally know who she
is, and we think she is
being struck by a priest.
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MARTIN HOWARD has written many books. Most of JAVI DE CASTRO is the author of several
them - like the Mallory Vayle and Maggoty Skull books - comic books in Spain, including the webcomic
are funny, but he also has a deep love of history and The Eyes, which was nominated for an Eisner
has written quite a few books about that too, including Award, and the award-winning children’s comic
biographies of Alexander the Great and Christopher The Spectacular Space Loop (Flying Eye Books)
Columbus. He was absolutely delighted to write a book He also works as an illustrator for books, press,
that was both funny and historical! He also lives in France, advertising and board games.

so it felt like writing this book was meant to be

)\ P
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Queen Edith was Edward's wife Guy was a top troublemaker for

and Harold’s sister, and she had Duke William, who apparently
a very interesting life. She spoke took Harold hostage for
five languages and was probably ransom. He may have learned
cleverer than any of the men in how to do this from William,
this story who just liked killing who had once held him captive
each other, so it's a shame she’s in Normandy for two years until
only in it once. On the plus side, Guy promised to serve him.

she didn’t die in battle like
many of her brothers.

Poor Conan had a difficult
life, because people just
would not stop rebelling

Stigand was one of the richest
men in England, and also one
of the most powerful, possibly
because King Edward was against him. He is most
too busy praying. The history famous for his mysterious
books do not say if he enjoyed
knitting scarves, but they do say
that after the Norman Conquest

William eventually had enough

death, possibly caused

by wearing poisoned

gloves and wiping his
mouth with them. But who

of him and put him in prison. poisoned them? Most people

believe it was William.
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I’M NOT HERE TO PLAY TAG,
YOU DODDERY OLD . ..

The story begins in England el S ol
where the Earl of Wessex, Harold, *heLC:r;fe;o: Y::scanv;:{l he's

(the one in the gorgeous yellow
tights) is meeting the king.

| MEAN, MY LORD KING.
PLEASE. | BEG YOU.
LET ME TRAVEL TO FRANCE
AND BRING THEM BACK.

4 king because of the crown.

Duﬂ' ﬂle
white beard is
just because

he's very,

very old.

OH, ALRIGHT
MY KING. FOR THIRTEEN YEARS MY THEN.
BROTHER, WULFNOTH, AND NEPHEW,
HAKON, HAVE BEEN HELD PRISONER
BY WILLIAM OF NORMANDY.
| FEEL NOW MIGHT BE THE

TIME TO DO SOMETHING .. .?

S0 LONG AS
YOU DON’T DO
ANYTHING SILLY,
LIKE PROMISE TO
MAKE WILLIAM THE
KING OF ENGLAND
WHEN | DIE.

BOOP.
YOU'RE IT.

The king knows
two things about
Harold, you see.

One: he has excellent
taste in tights.

Two: he is rich
and powerful enough
to have 3 say in who
will be the next king
of England!
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\Were be dragom!
Well, actually, there are
no dragens here, but
we ﬂwusH you mi ht
like to see where the
story takes place.

ta)
02 o

BE MORE SPECIFIC,
THERE’S LAND ON BOTH
SIDES, SLOP-BRAIN!

BAYEUX m
[ ]
CAEN

<

Brittany, Normandy and Ponthieu
were all part of the Kingdom of
France, but the rulers of these resionx
had 3 lot of power of their own.
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Who's Who in the Bayeux Tapestry

Harold was Edward the Confessor's
brother-in-law and the head of
a powerful family which liked to
throw their weight about. He was
the last Anglo-Saxon king ever to
be crowned and is most famous
now for getting his eye shot out,
even though some people who
were at the battle said he actually

(King Harold I1 of England)

William was also related to King
Edward, and believed that Edward
had promised he would inherit
England’s throne. He is most
famous now for having a silly
haircut and for NOT dying at the
Battle of Hastings - which proved
to be a winning strategy.

= L

(William the Conqueror)

died in a much more gruesome way.

L/ \%/ \&/ B

King Edward didn’t start
too many wars or have a lot
of people murdered, so he

was generally thought to
be a good king. He prayed

a lot, too. He was made

a saint in 1161 and was one
of England’s national saints
until the English decided they
preferred Saint George.

Odo was William's half-brother

(as they had the same mother).

After the Battle of Hastings, he
became the Earl of Kent and is

thought to have had the Bayeux
Tapestry made in Canterbury
(although he didn't help sew
any of it). He was well-known

as a warrior, but might not have
been quite as bloodthirsty as

he appears in this book.






OPS/images/a020_01_online.jpg
IS THIS THE DO YOU EVER STOP
ONLY WAY MOANING, BAS/L?

TO GET IN? QUIT SPLASHING ABOUT,
THE WATER PUT YOUR TIGHTS BACK

IS FREEZING, ON, AND GET ON BOARD.

MY LORD.

AHH, SMELL
THE FRESH

SEA AIR. | SHOULDN’T

HAVE DRUNK
ALL THAT BEER.

HOIST
THE SAIL.
WE’LL BE IN
NORMANDY
BY MORNING.

IS THERE A
TOILET ON
THIS BOAT?

Harold’s only just left Fail fo plan, plan
England and things to fail Uarold!
are a\raady lcoking HAHA!

3 little chaotic.

UMM ... DON'T

WANT TO
WORRY ANYONE
BUT THERE’S A
TINY BIT OF A
STORM COMING.

LET’S SHOW THE
FRENCH WHAT
PROPER MOUSTACHES
ARE ALL ABOUT!

Harold and his men
boarded ships to sail across
the English Channel to
Duke William's lands of
Normandy in France.

SIT QUIETLY, MEN! SHOW
THE COURAGE OF THE
ENGLISH MOUSTACHE.

| CAN’T HOLD THE
1 DON’T WANT TO SAIL. IT’S FLAPPING
GO ON ABOUVUT IT, ABOUT LIKE A GIANT
BUT | REALLY PAIR OF KNICKERS.
NEED THE TOILET.

IT’S ALRIGHT, NORMANDY! HUZZAH!
EVERYONE. REMIND ME TO PICK
LAND AHOY. UP SOME CHEESE —

THEN RESCUE
WULFNOTH AND

UH ...

1 DON’T

THINK

THIS IS
NORMANDY,

LADS.

I SEE A
BEACH.
WE’RE
SAVED!
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Yay, we now Jjoin Harold, his brave men
and all their ferrific moustaches, on their way
Yo France to rescue Wulfnoth and \Jaken!
Even better, there’s alveady
a really weird-looking tree
to look at. \—lurraa!

HOORAY FOR OUR GREAT

ENGLISH MOUSTACHES! EARL HAROLD IS GIVING

THEM TO DUKE WILLIAM,
YOU PORRIDGE-BRAIN.

WHY ARE WE
TAKING DOGS AND
BIRDS TO FRANCE?

AHOY! THE TOWN OF BOSHAM
IS AHEAD. OUR SHIPS ARE THERE.

It was true, \arold had
planned gifts for Duke
William. Because nothing says
“please release your priseners”
like giving someone 3 bird.

/4

FIRST, I’LL
PRAY FOR THE
SUCCESS OF
OUR RESCUE

MISSION, THEN
WE CAN ALL
HAVE A LITTLE
SIT DOWN.

LET’S POP IN FOR A VERY QUICK
PRAY IN THIS CHURCH, BASIL.
THEN, TIME FOR A DRINK.

IS DRINKING
LOTS OF

BEER BEFORE WHO |S THE MIGHTY

WE SET SAIL LORD? IT’S ME, RIGHT?
A GoOoD AND | SAY IT'S A
IDEA, MY FANTASTIC |DEA.

LORD? <AL
CA AL FCANAAA

|
DRINK UP, BASIL. MAYBE YOU’LL STOP

BEING SUCH A WORRYWART. MY LORD!
THE SHIPS ARE LOADED
AND THE TIDE IS

I’M SCARED, SIRE. I’VE NEVER TURNING. WE MUST
BEEN TO SEA BEFORE. SAIL NOW!
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The storm had blown
Harold’s ships to
Ponthieu, a place ruled by
the powerful Count Guy.

OR | SHALL CUT OFF YOUR

AHA! SURRENDER TO ME,
ENGLISH PIGGY-W|G.

WE CAN’T
FIGHT, MY LORD.
HIS MEN HAVE
SPEARS.

AND YOU DON'T
EVEN HAVE ANY
SHOES ON.

Count Guy was
waiting en the
beach, with a finger
ready to jab nastily
at Warold.

BOTTOM AND WEAR IT AS A
DELIGHTFULLY FANCY HAT.

Another weird tree!
Goodie!

This is all VERY
EXCITING!

But let's be honest, 3
dragon would really add
an extra fouch of drama.
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Men died around them and arrows bristled Depending on which way
in their shields, but the English fought on you look at i, this was either

rather than surrendering to William. very brave or very silly. SORRY,
| DIDNT
CATCH

THAT.
UM, GUYS ... | THINK WHAT
GOSH, IS THAT ALL WE’RE LOSING ... AAARGH. DID YOU
THAT’S LEFT OF THE

HEAD’S
COME

MY
NAME IS
NORMAN,

AND |
WILL BE
KiLLING

You

LOOK, I’M REALLY | WAS JUST ON MY
NOT SUPPOSED TO WAY TO THE SHOPS!
BE HERE.

| SHALL
ESCAPE THE
BLOODY
BATTLEFIELD
BY DOING
FORWARD
ROLLS!
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For 3 little while, it looked like the Ens\isk
wight win. Especially when a rumour rolled
across the battlefield. A rumour that said, despite
staying at the back, Duke William was dead!

1S IT TRUE, BISHOP 0DO?
IS OUR
BELOVED
DUKE
WILLIAM —
GULP —
DEAD?

FIGHT! kiLL!
GRRRR!

CAN IT BE TRUE?
HAS THE DUKE

NO! LOO
FALLEN IN BATTLE? f

HE’S OVER
THERE.

HELLO? I’M NOT DEAD
THANKYOUVERYMUCH.

1 JUST GOT CAUGHT
UP IN THE DRAMA,
AND CHARGED TO THE
FRONT BY MISTAKE.

1 TOLD YOV HE

WAS ’ERE. WHY

DOES NO ONE

EVER LISTEN
TO ME?

Knowing that William was alive
gave the Normans 3 boost, especially
Bishop Ode who was using his day
off from being nice to people to
kill as many of them as possible.
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Disaster! Wareld has fallen! Look! The English are

running away. A bit

late for that, really.
|oads of Peo]nle are lying around

completely dead and victory
Le\anss to the Normans. | totally
53id this would happen.

AND THEY SHOT
HIM IN THE EYE,
JUST LIKE THIS!

ALL HAIL
KING WILLIAM

THE WINNER! WILLIAM THE

VANQUISHERER!
WILLIAM THE
DEFEATERER!

WE kNOW,
DEREK.

STOP GOING ON
ABOUT IT, YOU'RE
TOTALLY RUINING
THE M0OD.

ENGLAND
BELONGS TO Us! BAGSY DEVON!
VICTORY! THEY DO A
CRACKING

THE CROWN CREAM TEA.
IS WILLIAM’S.

NOTHING TO SEE
HERE. JUST ONE OF
THOSE WEIRD TREES.

Chased by Norman horses,
the last English warriors
fled from the battlefield.

Duke William and the Norman
army had won the battle.
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The Battle of Wastings was long and bloody.
Around €,000 men died, including - near the end -
King Harold himself. §till, that's battles for you. It's
all fun and games until someone loses an eye.

Cripes! THOUSANDS
of men died! You mean
DEAD, as in net alive? Oh.

HAROLD, BE CAREFUL! ARGH! AN EYE OUT!
KEEP AN EYE ovuT AW, | GET IT NOW.
FOR ARROWS . .. OH \

NO, TOO LATE.

|1 SHOULD
NEVER HAVE
GONE TO
NORMANDY.
|1 SHOULD
NEVER HAVE
PROMISED
TO MAKE
WILLIAM
KING.

WHAT A FooL
I’VE BEEN.
ALL THIS FOR
JUST NINE
MONTHS ON
THE THRONE!

The English might have done 3
lot better if they'd had 3 great
big fire-breathing DRAGON.
Just saying.
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About the Bayeux Tapestry

The Bayeux Tapestry is one of the most famous
artworks from the Middle Ages. It tells the exciting
story of how William, Duke of Normandy, became
King of England in 1066 after winning the Battle
of Hastings. This is one of the most important
events in English history - the Norman Conquest.

Here we go!

Wheeee!

The Tapestry was probably made in the 1070s,
not long after the battle happened. It is very
long - about 68 metres - which is as long as
seven double-decker buses! It is also about

50 centimetres high. The Tapestry is made from

linen cloth with colourful wool stitched onto it.

Even though it is called a tapestry, it is really an
embroidery because the pictures were sewn onto

the cloth using thread.

Yes, yes, | think
you'll find | did say
that alveady . ..

It gets its name from the French town of Bayeux, where
it has been kept for hundreds of years.

One of the reasons the Bayeux Tapestry is so important
is because it shows historians what life was like in
medieval times. The 58 scenes show soldiers, horses,
ships, castles, and a huge battle. In total, there are
621 men, 6 women, 202 horses, 37 ships and 35 dogs!

And not enough dragens.
Everyone always forgets
about the dragons.
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And that, dear readers, is where the Bayeux Tapestry
ends. Possibly just because they ran out of material
and thread. But if it had continued, it would have

shown an England that was changed forever.

William was crowned King of England on
Christmas Day, \06G. The new king quiCHy got
busy throwing all the English nobles out of their

homes so he could give them fo his Norman chums,

and insisted everyone started speaking French.

: Even foday, almost 3 thousand
years latex, English is full of French
words, like leotard, croissant, and

= funnily enough - moustache.

Wasn't that BRILLIANT? Birds! Kings!
Weird-looking frees! Moustaches!
Betrayal and parties! AMAZING! WHEEEEE!

Yeah, amazing. Except - you know - the

bits where thousands of people died, loads

of people got their homes burned down
and England was never the same again.

So that's it, then, is it?
Still no dragens? Humph.

T b

! /

v 2.

(al4
£
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<HE 1>1>‘OFESSOR You there! Stop picking your nose. Pay attention
to me. | am your main and most important

storyteller. You may call me The Professor.

| am going to tell you the story of the
Bayeux Tapestry, which isn't a fapestry at
all, you know. It's an embroidery. It's all
needles and stitching and whatever, but
every fime someone calls it the Bayeux
Tapestry | like to roll my eyes and say,
*Oh, it's not a tapestry. It's an embroidery”

Also, it was probably made in Canterbury
in England and neot Bayeux in France.
Yes, | am extremely clever.

Well, I'm an actual DRAGON.
A magsive, fire-breathing dragen.
So why am | only in the Bayeux

Tapestry a few times? Why is this
not 3 story about dragens when

everyone loves dragons?

Silly Tapestry.

Hey! It doesn't matter whether it's a HOoox

tapestry or an embroidery, it's BRILLIANT!
It's the greatest story in English history.
Kings and kidnapping, broken promises

and battles, weird-looking frees and people

seﬂ'ing Chopped up with axes! Whee!

Oh, I'm Hoof, by the way.
1'm 3 centaur, which means | have
the Lcdy of 3 horse. And | do like

horsing around when | can!

sqvAkaY

I'm Squawkly. I've got 4 really bad
feeling about all this, so | will

wostly be flapping around going
“AAAAAAAARRRREHHH!"

AGATHA,

And ... TA-DAK! | am Agatha, the
Pointy Bird. A bird who points. | love
peinting. You need something pointed at?
I'm the bird for ﬂlejol’. Look. Look over there.
See? | am sooo Sood at peinting.
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Conan surrendering the keys to the town of Dinan to

William on the tip of a spear. Harold also rescues two
Norman soldiers who are sinking in the dangerous
sands near Mont Saint-Michel by dragging one man
and carrying another to safety.

After Edward’s death, Harold is crowned king.
Soon afterwards, people see a bright comet blazing
across the sky - what we now know was Halley's Comet.
Nearly 1,000 years ago, many people believed comets
were signs that important events were about to happen.

That's because
they ARE!

William begins preparing to invade England.

The Tapestry shows trees being cut down to build ships,
soldiers gathering weapons and horses, and Norman
armies sailing across the Channel. After landing on the
south coast of England, the Normans build camps and
wooden forts while Harold heads south with his army.

The story ends with the Battle of Hastings on
14th October 1066. The embroidery shows fierce
fighting between Norman knights on horseback

and English soldiers fighting on foot. Near the end,

Harold is killed and the English army retreats.

A ot of Poinﬂen‘ death
and destruction, if you
ask me, but here we are.

Part of the Tapestry has been lost over time, so
nobody knows exactly how the story originally ended.
Some historians wonder whether it may once have
shown William becoming king of England.

The Bayeux Tapestry is filled with details, symbols
and mysteries that historians are still exploring

today, almost 1,000 years later.

Yes! And what WAS with all
those weird-looking frees?
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The year is 1065, and - uh-oh - trouble is
brewing in England. The country is ruled by a king

called Edward the Confessor, who is on his last
legs and could die any day. As he has no children,
the throne of England will soon be empty. The big

question is - who will be the next king?

There are two people in particular who think that

maybe it should be them! But the throne isn't big

enough for both their bottoms, and back in those

days little arguments like this usually ended up
with a lot of people getting killed.

Read on to discover one of the most famous
stories in English history, as shown in the brilliant
Bayeux Tapestry, a HUGE embroidered cloth and
masterpiece of medieval storytelling packed with
soldiers, battles, betrayals and drama. You could
think of it as the very first comic strip!

As well as the main story, the Bayeux Tapestry
also has borders along the top and bottom,
crowded with more stories and fantastic creatures.
A few of these beasties have escaped and are
ready to help tell the tale - but perhaps it's better
to let them introduce themselves . . .
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The Story of the Bayeux Tapestry

| don't see why you would
need anything other than
MY brilliant retelling of

the story, but here are 3
few more details about the
veal events, if you must.

King Edward the Confessor dies without leaving a son to
become king after his death. His brother-in-law, Harold
Godwinson, becomes king of England, but across the
English Channel, Duke William of Normandy believes
he should be king instead.

The Tapestry shows Harold's journey to Normandy before
Edward’s death, where he meets William and makes a
serious promise over holy relics. Historians are still not
completely sure what Harold promised, or whether he
had much choice about making the oath. The embroidery
gives clues but never explains everything clearly.

AR\ A S

The English are often shown with moustaches, while
the Normans usually have shaved necks, helping
viewers tell the different groups apart. Hawks and
hunting dogs also appear throughout the Tapestry
to show that important people are nearby.

Humph. | think if 3 person was
REALLY important, they'd have
3 DRAGON. Just saying.

During Harold's journey, things do not go smoothly.
After crossing the Channel, Harold lands in the
territory of Count Guy of Ponthieu, who captures
him and takes him away on horseback. William later
demands Harold’s release and brings him to
Normandy. There, Harold joins William on a military
campaign in Brittany against Duke Conan.

One dramatic scene shows Conan escaping from
a fortress by climbing down a rope while William's
soldiers chase after him. Another scene shows
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The English were getting fed up with fighting
men on horses. They decided the battle might
be easier if the Normans were on foot too.

HAHA!
IF 1
UNBUCKLE
THIS
BELT, HIS
SADDLE
WiLL
COME OFF.

EXCUSE ME, MR ENGLISHMAN. HOLD STILL
WHILE | CUT YOUR HEAD OFF A LITTLE BIT.

THEY’VE STARTED
KILLING THE HORSES.
THAT’S JUST MEAN.

ME TOO. | NEED TO
SEE THE DENTIST

As a half-horse

pevson, | protest!
Leave the
horses alone!

SORRY, | JUST
REMEMBERED
| HAVE AN
URGENT
APPOINTMENT.

EVEN THOUGH
DENTISTS HAVEN'T
REALLY BEEN
INVENTED YET.
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The British
Museum
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TAKE THAT,
ENGLISHMAN. RIGHT
IN THE MOUSTACHE.

The Normans were unstoppable. The English
fought fiercely but they had ne chance against
William's powerful army. Soon, even King Harold's
own brothers - |eofwine and Gyrth - were killed.

UH OH.
M PRETTY
SURE A
SPEAR IN
THE CHEST
IS NOT A
HEALTHY
LIFESTYLE
CHOICE.

THIS IS NOT
THE TIME FOR
BREAKDANCING.

| THINK HE’S
JUST DYING,
ACTUALLY.
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The Norman army attacked the English. King Wareld and
his men were on foot and formed 3 shield wall, facing
the incoming Norman horses with stompy hooves. This is
what we highly intelligent professors call ‘a big mistake'

pleHt! FIGHT! s1eHT!

UM ... COULD | JUST HAVE
GLORY PLEASE? I’M NOT TOO
THRILLED WITH THE DEATH BIT.

DEATH
AND
GLORY!

THEY KEEP SHOOTING
ARROWS AT US TOO. NOT FAIR!

NO SURRENDER. SO THIS IS

EXCEPT ME. HASTINGS,
I SURRENDER. IS IT?IT’S
QUITE PRETTY,
APART FROM
ALL THE

BLOOD AND
CORPSES.

HAROLD WE
SHOULD’VE
BROUGHT
HORSES.

ER ... SORRY.
I’ NOT

| SUPPOSED TO
BE HERE. | WAS

JUST ON MY

WAY TO THE

SHOPsS.

WO00, BISHOP 0DO IS
REALLY GETTING INTO IT.

DIE, ENGLISH. DIE. ANOTHER DOWN.
MY SPEAR HAS FOUND HIS THROAT!

Look at all the dead bodies. Look at them!

This sort of thing makes you wonder if
war might be ~ you know ~ wretched,
peintless and stupid.
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Duke William put an ace party
planner called Wadard in charge,
Yo rob the English and make sure
the Normans had 3 good time.

While Wadard pushed a shopping trolley around
the English countryside, helping fZ\ivmelf to food,

master chefs back at the Norman camp got busy
cooking 4 fabulous five-star menu for 10,000 men.

I AM THE GRAND WADARD!

= i

ENOUGH
GARLIC
IN THIS
SAUCE.
ITIS
RUINED!

YOU knvOow
| USUALLY
DIG TOILETS,

OH, THIS PLATE OF TINY

DESSERTS IS MAGNIFIQUE!
HURRY UP. THE PEOPLE

X ON TABLE 3,876 SAY
A GREAT BIG SAUSAGE THEY’VE BEEN WAITING
ON TOP WILL BE THE FOR NEARLY AN HOUR.
FINISHING TOUCH.

MAYBE IF | HIT HIM OVER
THE HEAD WITH THIS SPEAR
AND BURN HIS HOUSE DOWN,

HE’LL GET THE MESSAGE.
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Williagm'’s fleet arrived on the
shores of pevensey, England, on
28th September 10GG, and everyone
was relieved. Especially the horses.

ENJOY YOUR STAY IN
WE THANK ALL HORSES ENGLAND AND WE LOOK

NOW LEAVING THE FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
BOAT FOR SAILING WITH AGAIN SOON.

THE NORMAN ARMY.

| TOLD YOU WE SHOULD
| WON’T BE SAILING HAVE BOOKED EXTRA
WITH THEM AGAIN, LEGROOM SEATS.
DOBBIN. THE FOOD ON
BOARD WAS DREADFUL.

William's army had arrived in England,
but Warold wasn't there. e had gone
north to fight off some invading Vikings.

With nobedy to fight, the Normans decided
fo have 3 Welcome-to-England party instead.

TIME TO FIGHT!
WHERE ARE THEY? |

54

ER, WHY D|D WE m

BRING HUNDREDS OF
MEN AND HORSES
TO FIGHT A MAN,

oj! YOU LOT.
GIVE US ALL YOUR

N

DRATTED

oo
A JUMPING COW? 2 STEALING ALL
OUR FooD!

I’LL BLAST
THEM WITH
MY SHOULDER-
MOUNTED PIG.

| HAVE NO IDEA WHAT HE’S
SAYING BUT |IF HE TOUCHES MY
SHEEP, I’LL CUT HIS EARS OFF.
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Robert Planned 3 wooden fort in 3 Norman style we
experts call ‘motte-and-bailey’, which means a fort on
3 hill surrounded by an outer area for defence.
Unfortunately for Robert, work was slow
because his men kept mucking avound.

COME
ON, LADS. ER « we
HM’ROLD’S HELLO? MY COUSIN’S
ARMY COULD WE’'RE A BUILDER.

TURN UP ANY SOLDIERS. | COULD GIVE
MINUTE HIM A CALL.

SPADE
FIGHT!

NO IDEA

How
TO BUILD THAT HURT.
A FORT. TAKE THAT!

SHOULD |
USE THIS
BIG SPOON?

Being 4 noble, Robert couldn’t help do any of the
work because he might get his little flag dirty.

HEE HEE,
I’VE
ARRANGED
SOME
STONES
oN MY
SPADE
SO THEY
LOOK LIKE
LITTLE
PEOPLE.

Ooch \oo"‘. A messenger has
tumed up with important news!

KING HAROLD HAS CRUSHED THE
VIKINGS UP IN STAMFORD BRIDGE IN
THE NORTH. HE’S NOW ON HIS WAY.

HE SAYS SORRY TO KEEP

YOU WA[TING. HE’LL BE

HERE AS SOON AS HE’S
WASHED THE BLOOD
OUT OF HIS TIGHTS.

UGH,
| JUST
WANTED
TO STAY
IN BED.

TELL HAROLD
THERE’S NO
HURRY.
WE HAVEN'T
FINISHED
ROBBING THE
PEASANTS
AND BURNING
THEIR HOUSES
DOWN YET.
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Soon the party was in full swing. Bishop Odo
showed off some tricks while the Normans ate, drank
and danced. Everyone was having a marvellous fime.

Except the English, of course.

They were looking at empty cupboards
and eating whatever was left, which was
wostly earwax and belly-button fluff.

CHICKEN ON DJ NORM THE HORN, BLOW|N’
A STICK, SIR? DISCO CLASSICS *TIL DAWN!

You. | Do
BELIEVE |
cdouLD EAT
ANOTHER.

WHY ARE ALL THESE

DESSERTS SO TINY? ABSOLUTELY NO
AND WHO ATE THE IDEA, SIRE!
BIG SAUSAGE? THAT

WAS MINE! = g PAAARTY.
Everybody,
gd down and
BOOGIE!

IT WAS A
VERY TASTY
SAUSAGE . .

The morning affer the party, Duke William
was pretty tired. Even so, he had a country
to invade, so, trying very hard net to fall
asleep, he sat down for 3 council of war with
his half-brothers Robert and B'\Shop Odo.

LORD WILLIAM, GOD
SAYS WE SHOULD
LAUNCH OUR ATTACK

FROM HASTINGS.

COULD YOU BUJLD
ONE, ROBERT?

HE THINKS
WE SHOULD
BUILD A
FORT THERE.

| HAVE TO
GO AND LIE
DOWN.

YES, MY LORD.
ONE FORT,
COMING RIGHT UP.
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Wearing their pointiest helmets, the Normans trotted
off to battle while picking their noses. Even | don't know
why. The embroiderers made some interesting choices.

Look! Everyone is picking
their noses. [xcePt that quy.

ATTEN-SHUN! FINGERS UP!

AND ... PICK YOUR NOSES!

Ol, WHY AREN’T

YOU PICKING
YOUR NOSE?

BECAUSE
TS

WOULD YoU
LIKE ME TO
PICK IT FOR

WHEEEEE!

Do you even
hear yourself?
It's going to be

HORRIBLE.

The Normans are off!
Galloping fowards bloodshed!
HURRAH! CHAAAAARGE!

ER, | THOUGHT WE SAID WE WERE ALL GOING TO WEAR
OUR LUCKY STRIPY TIGHTS FOR THE BIG BATTLE?

| CAN’T SEE THE
ENGLISH YET. DO YOU
THINK WE MAY HAVE
CHARGED TOO SOON?

WAIT! | HAVEN'T
FINISHED PICKING
MY NOSE YET.
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With Warold on the way, the Normans 1ui<:l<\y
set five fo a5 many houses as possible.

On 4th October \0GE, the sun rose to shouts and the
clang of swords and shields. Warold’s army had arrived.
The battle for England’s future was about to begin.

They thought this would teach Warold
a lesson for breaking his prowise.

Some drama would be nice here.
Where's that dratted panicky bird?

I’M OFF TO FIGHT
THE ENGLISH.

HA! WE WiLL
SET FIRE TO
YOUR HOUSE,
OLD WOMAN,
AND THEN
HIT IT WITH
THESE MOPS.

WHAT DO YOU THINK
OF THE HELMET?
TOO POINTY, OR NOT
POINTY ENOUGH?

JUST THE
RIGHT
AMOUNT OF
POINTY.
YOU LOOK

FABULOUS.
NOW HANG ON,

JUST A MINUTE.
OoLD? I’'M ONLY
THIRTY-THREE!

IT’S WAY
TOO POINTY,
BUT | DON'T

WANT

To spolL

Sorry I'm late.
AAAARGH!

WILLIAM’S

We're up to three women in this story now,
BIG DAY.

and it’s not going great for any of them.

Surely we can do better
than this in the future?
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| said this would
happen. It's not
funny, really.

As the two armies 9ot closer to each other,
Duke William gave his men a SPeech - the usual
blah about death and glory. We was careful to do
this while staying at the back, you'll notice.

\ere we 90, then.
Battle. Death.
Destruction.

=4

50, IF YOU COULD ALL GALLOP UP ARE YOU NOT COMING W|TH ACTUALLY, | THINK ( DONT BE SUCH A WIMP! )
THAT HILL AND KILL THE ENGLISH, US, MY LORD WILLIAM? | LEFT THE KETTLE ON.

THAT WOULD BE MARVELLOUS, MERC]. | SHOULD GO BACH.

| TOTALLY wouLD
BUT | JUST HAD THIS
ARMOUR CLEANED.

OOH! CAN | HAVE THE LAKE DISTRICT?
YEAH, DUKE s CAN WE BE
WILLIAM IT’S LOVELY AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. FINISHED BY

PROMISED LUNCHTIME?
TO GIVE
Us ALL

LAND AND

CASTLES IF

WE BEAT
UP THE

ENGLISH.

7

Y i S

THERE ARE A COUPLE OF HOUSES
| FORGOT TO SET FIRE TO.
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Duke William sent scouts ahead to find the

Chargina at an enemy almost always works best
English, which was a MUCH better idea.

if your hovses are pointed in the right direction.
Aim AT the enemy, boys - and if you need help,
| can always point you the right way!

ANY SIGN OF THAT LYING
FLEABAG, HAROLD, AND HIS
MYSTERIOUS MOUSTACHE?

HI. | AM BISHOP 0DO, AND AS |
ORDERED THIS TAPESTRY TO BE MADE,
| THOUGHT | SHOULD SAY HELLO.

HEY EVERYONE, LET’S
TRY CHARGING THIS WAY.

HE’S ON THAT HILL OVER
THERE, DUKE WILLIAM.

WHY AM | —
A PRIEST —
RIDING INTO
BATTLE?
WELL, GOD
SAID | COULD
TAKE A DAY
OFF FROM
BEING NICE
TO PEOPLE.

YOUR MAJESTY, WE’VE GOOD WORK
HAD AN EYE OUT, AND SOLD/ER. CONTINVE

T cunnin ponzwisims for | | ol e
; - AN EYE ovuT.
English were GROWN YOUR MOUSTACHE
keeping an eye BACK AGAIN!
out for the
Normans. Harold
Jndnbf krb\‘ovo{ it WHY DO PEOPLE KEEP
yet, but having UH-OH. |T’S A GOOD JOB WE WERE o S 0 SAYING THEY'VE HAD
an eye out was KEEPING AN EYE OUT. QUICK, o AN EYE OoUT? IT'S
geing fo become RUN BACK AND TELL THE KING ;
3 bit of 3 theme THE NORMANS ARE COMING.

for the Jay.
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1 CAN’T WAIT TO TRY

WOW, look at all those ships! CH:D%/;\JR IN:I&AESK)EF
THE NN E

AMAZE-BOATS! YOU GET OVER HERE.

UH-HUH. BIGGEST FLEET EVER. & ‘ \( =

IT’S GOING TO BLOW HAROLD’S
MIND WHEN HE SEES THIS LOT.

W00, THAT’S A LOT OF
SHIPS, MY LORD WILLIAM.

UM ...cCoUuLD WE
GO BACK? | FORGOT
TO GO TO THE TOILET.

—r—l
B
—p— ]

YOU’RE UPSETTING OUR
VERY TINY HORSES WITH
THAT CATERWAULING!

GAH! CAN SOMEONE
MAKE THIS MAN
STOP SINGING!

Row, Row, ROw YOUR
BOAT, GENTLY DOWN
THE STREEEEEEEEAM!

SHUT UP AND SIT DOWN! THESE V4 v S
AREN’T EVEN ROWING BOATS,
CAN’T YOU SEE WE’VE GOT SAILS?
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The Normans worked day and night fo make By the end of the summer, William's massive fleet
boats . .. which were probably 4 lof bigger in of boats was ready to sail. All the Normans had to do
real life than the tiddly little boats seen here. was find room for their weapons, horses and armour.

NORMAN! I’ NOT ASLEEP, | JUST
WARKE UP! HAVE A FLOPPY HEAD.
A 4

THE DUKE JUST 0ly
SAID MAKE
LOTS OF BOATS.

ARE YOU
SURE THIS V rH
IS THE HE DIDN’T

RIGHT SIZE, SAY WHAT
FRED? A “ SIZE BOATS.

T

YOU kNOW
THAT
HAIRCUT
IS TOTALLY
LAST YEAR,
RIGHT?

The Normans
began learming the
mysterious ways
of the moustache
and also stopped
shaving their heads
at Jfhe Laf-k.

BUT BALD-AT-THE-BACK IS
THE CLASSIC NORMAN LOOK.

ARMOUR? CHECK. SPEAR?
CHECK. WAGONLOAD OF
POINTY HELMETS. CHECK.

The Normans dragged their new boats
Yo the sea and tied them to 3 pole
with brightly coloured string, which
looked really pretty.
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| KNOW THEY MADE THESE SHIPS IN A HURRY,

BUT IT’S NICE THEY FOUND THE TIME TO
I’M REALLY op CARVE THESE WEIRD CHICKEN HEAD THINGIES.
LOOKING FORWARD
TO THIS INVASION!

ALWAYS WANTED
TO SEE THE WHITE
CLIFFS OF DOVER!

Yeah, | suppose it's a pretty big
fleet of ships. But you know

what's really impressive?

| | CAN SEE ENGLAN . ..
OH NO, WAIT, IT’S

JUST A SEAGULL.

A DRAGON.

... SORRY | MEANT,

YOURS, DUKE WILLIAM.
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Wis quest had
taken ages, but
now Harold
could finally
90 back to

And William had EVEN

given him Wakon back
@although Wulfnoth had to
stay in Normandy in case

Harold tried any funny
prowmise-breaking business).

HOW BAD
IS IT, BASIL?

STOP BUSTING MOVES.
YOU’LL CAPSIZE THE BOAT.

UM ... DO YOU THINK THE KING
KNOWS YOU’VE PROMISED HIS
THRONE TO DUKE WILLIAM?

LORD
HAROLD’S
COMING

HOME! HE’S
COMING!

BUT OH NO ...
WHERE IS HIS = o fjolfol o lio]i ]

MOUSTACHE? —_— [.'.‘.1

\\"\*\_—\*-—,-é—-s,l\'\\i

Haha!
Busted!
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m Oh look, one more woman
STILL ENGLAND, BUT LATER in the RayeuxTapes’rry!
King Edward was dying. Harold was summoned to
his bed chamber, where Archbishop Stigand prayed

over the Iﬂing, while his wife, Queen Edith, watched.

So that makes . . .
twe so far. Sigh.

FAREWELL, HAROLD. DO LOOK AFTER
ENGLAND AND TRY NOT TO MAKE WILLIAM
IS SITTING AROUND AND KING. AND GROW THE MOUSTACHE BACK.
WEEPING ALL | GET TO THIS LOOK DOESN’T WORK FOR YOU AT ALL.

DO [N THIS TAPESTRY?

THE KING IS DEAD NOW.

YOU CAN TELL BECAUSE
HE’S GOT A SAD FACE ON. MAYBE A NICE

SHOULDER MASSAGE
BETTER WRAP HIM
UP BEFORE HE
STARTS TO SMELL.

WOULD MAKE HIM
FEEL BETTER?
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As Basil feared, news had travelled from
Normandy. The king knew about the promise
Warold had made to Duke William.

Harold threw himself on the mercy of King
Edward. The king was very old and had to
sit on 3 cushion because of bottom problems
(which happens a lot with old people).

WAKEY, WAKEY,
KING EDWARD!
IT’S TIME TO
TELL HAROLD
OFF FOR DOING
EXACTLY THE
WRONG THING!

Oooh! The k'ms has dyed
his beard red and orange!

But this has failed to give him the healthy,
yeuthful look he'd been aiming for.

GOD’S BLOOD, HAROLD,
WHERE’S YOUR
MOUSTACHE GONE?

AND WHAT DID
WE SAY ABOUT
PROMISING TO MAKE
WILLIAM KING?

wE SA1D DONT!

MY KING, | HAD NO
CHOICE. DUKE WILLIAM
MADE ME. AND AFTER
| GAVE HIM A REALLY
NICE BIRD TOO.

OH HAROLD, YOU
REALLY ARE A
MASS|VE DOOFUS.
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DON’T BE SUCH

A MISERY-FACE,
KING HAROLD.

GIVE US A SMILE.

Warold is KING! Doesn't he look
AMAZING in 3 crown with his Sold
stick and ball thingies?

WILLIAM WILL
PROBABLY
INVADE, AND

MAYBE EVEN
THOSE PESKY
VIKINGS,
50 YOU’LL
NEED YOUR
SWORD.

| — STIGAND, ARCHBISHOP

OF CANTERBURY — CROWN
YOU KING AND PRESENT YOU

WITH THIS LOVELY SCARF.

I KNITTED
IT MYSELF.

CAN’T | ENJOY
BEING KING FOR
FIVE MINUTES
WI|THOUT EVERYONE
INVADING?

Argh! A strange
star has appeared
in the ﬂ‘y above
England!

This means
everyone is

geing to die!

Maybe it's a
DRAGON.

GAW, LOOK AT THAT
STRANGE STAR.

Actually, that is
Halley's Comet,
which is 3 large
chunk of ice and
dust that passes
Earth every 72
years or so.

pc\’fef—ﬂy
normal.
Nothing to

see heve.

PROBABLY
BIG SLIMY
ALIENS
WITH
TENTACLES
FOR HEADS
ARE
COMING TO
EAT Us.

IT’S A SIGN!
SOMETHING
TERRIBLE IS
GOING TO
HAPPEN.
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Woe! The coffin of Kins Edward the Confessor
is being laid to rest. The throne is empty, and
Harold already thinks hell look fabulous in the
crown he's promised fo Duke William.

l.°°l“~ God is reacmng down
from heaven to bless the
king’s final resting place.
at’s nice of im.

This is not
going Yo
end well.

THEY

NAME A
POTATO

ARGH, WE
HAVEN'T
EVEN
FINISHED
BUILDING
THE
CHURCH

IS THIS
CHICKEN
SUPPOSED

TO Go?

WHAT’S A
POTATO?

As soon as the funeral was over, the
English nobles and lords had 4 big meeting
- we clever people call them the "Witan'

They decided \Jarold would be 3 much
better kmg than Duke William because he
wouldnt make them all learn French.

IT WILL BREAK
WOULD YOU LIKE THE OATH | MADE
THIS CROWN TO WILLIAM, BUT
AND AXE? THAT IS A NICE

HARDLY USED. CROWN.

MY LORD HAROLD.
NICE TO SEE
YOU’VE GROWN THE
MOUSTACHE BACK.

IT GIVES YOU A
REALLY KING-Y

CAN’T REFUSE.
I’M SURE
WULFNOTH
WwouLD

UNDERSTAND.

I’LL TAKE THE

CROWN BUT YOU CAN
KEEP THE AXE. I’VE
ALREADY GOT ONE.
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News of Warold's broken promise caused
a MASSIVE tizzy at William'’s castle.

BISHOP 0DO,
WE SHOULD
SAIL TO
ENGLAND AND
PUNISH THAT
TWO-FACED,
LYING DIRTBAG
HAROLD!

NO PROBLEMO. THIS CHAP
WITH A LUMPY SHOULDER
IS A SHIPBUILDER.

YES! MAKE SURE THEY
HAVE NICE STRIPES.

PPLL TELL HIM
TO GO BUILD
SOME SHIPS,
SHALL 1?

I LIKE A SHIP
WI|TH GO-FASTER
STRIPES.

Bishop Odo had copied the
English and grown a moustache.
This was the very first French
wmoustache in all of history.

THESE ARE
THE WEIRDEST
TREES I’VE
EVER SEEN.

BE NICE,
PASCAL. IT’S
HARD TO
GET TREES
LOOKING
RIGHT IN
TAPESTRIES.

WE'RE HERE TO
MAKE BOATS,
LEON, NOT
HAVE FUN!

At Duke William'’s command, whole forests were
quickly cut down to make him 4 lot of ships.

TEEHEE,
THIS PLANK
1S MY
HORSEY.
GIDDY UP!
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Just like that ridiculous
bird Squawkly, people
believed Walley's Comet
was a sign of doom.

MY KING, THE
HORRID STAR HAS
CURSED YOU!

BASIL! | AM
CURSED.

LOOK, MY
MOUSTACHE
HAS FALLEN

It’s NOT a perfectly
normal lump of ice and
dust whizzing through
space, it's a SIGN!

King Hareld’s cursed moustache
wasn't his only problem.

A merchant ship from England had
landed on the coast of Normandy.
Duke William was about to find out
that Warold had broken his promise.

HERE WE ARE.
DON’T FORGET ISN’T THAT
THE CHEESE, TREACHERY,
BOB? WE ARE
ENGLISH.

SHOULD WE TELL

DUKE WILLIAM

THAT HAROLD’S
KING NOW?

WELL, YEAH, COLIN.
BUT DUKE WILLIAM
WILL PAY FOR THAT
KIND OF GOSSIP AND
MY LEGS ARE COLD.

I’M S|CK OF BEING
THE ONLY PERSON
ON THIS SHIP
WITH NO TIGHTS.






OPS/images/a038_01_online.jpg
Conan was fast, but even the fastest
runners get puffed-out eventually.

HANG ON, WON'T
THIS RAMP HELP
THEM GET TO US?

The Normans caught
up with him in tae

fown of Dinan.

WAIT FOR ME, MONS|EURS!
| WANT TO GET INVOLVED!

UMM ... WEVE GOT
POINTY HEADS TOO.

TOASTY
TOE TIME!

THEIR HEADS ARE A LOT
MORE POINTY THAN OURS.

I SO ONCE WE'VE
SET FIRE TO THIS

CASTLE, WHAT’S
THE PLAN?

Hon eSﬂ)’,
what 3 fuss!

Oh no! If Harold doesn’t
help to make William King,
will this terrible army be
set looge on England too?

5/

GET OUT OF
THE WAY.
VERY FAST.
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BAH, THEY’RE
RUNNING AWAY.

IS THAT CONAN
CLIMBING DOWN A
ROPE TO ESCAPE?

After brushing off the 1uiCksand,
William’s men took charge!
According to the Tapestry, Duke
Conan's forces were no match for

the fearsome Normans.

COME BACHK HERE
AND FIGHT!

THEN HE’S
SMALLER
THAN |
THOUGHT
HE’D BE.

HE’S NOT
SMALL, YOU
NUMPTY,

HE’S JUST
FAR AWAY!

Obviously | do, but net many
people know that Duke
Conan was one of the fastest

runners in all of history.

His legs were 3 blur as he
ran away from the Norman
army, leading them on 3

ANOTHER
EMPTY
TOWN.

HE’S GONE

\& chase across Brittany.

HOW DOES HE
MANAGE IT?

DO ANY OF YOU
POINTY-HELMS
THINK THAT,
MAYBE, JUST
MAYBE, HE MIGHT
HAVE A HORSE?
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AHA! With this gift’, tricksy William
had caught Warold in what we brainbox
Types like to call 3 ‘web of intrigue’.

But now, William wanted to
veally hammer home Warold's
loyalty, se ﬂ'\ey headed to Bayeux.

WE’RE JUST POPPING

ol
IN TO SEE MY BRO
S ISN?
T_:_:E I‘N:\IYT BISHOP 0DO IN BAYEUX.

I’LL MAKE HAROLD SWEAR AN OATH TO ME
BEFORE GOD TO HELP ME BECOME KING.

THEN HE WILL BE TOO
SCARED TO BETRAY ME
BECAUSE GOD woULD
BE REALLY CROSS . ..

...AND
PROBABLY
MAKE ANTS
EAT HIS
EYEBALLS OR
SOMETHING.

Back in Warold's day, priests like Odo kept ‘relics’ -
bones, teeth, hair and (possibly) underwear that had
once Lelonsed to saints. They believed that if you swore
an oath on them, God would pay exira attention.

Uh-oh. There are TWO
velics here. | think things are
about to get extra-serious.

HAROLD, SWEAR ON THESE
RELICS RIGHT NOW TO
HELP ME BECOME KING

OF ENGLAND, OR [T’S THE

HOT KNIVES FOR YOU.

IF | MAKE THIS vOWw,
| CAN RETURN HOME.
IF | REFUSE, | MAY
NOT LEAVE FRANCE
EVER AGAIN.

IF HAROLD BREAKS
HIS vOW, GOD W/LL
BE DOUBLE ANGRY!

FINE. | SWEAR UPON ST. THINGAMAJ|G’S
NOSE AND ST. WOSSNAME’S KNICKERS
THAT WHEN EDWARD DIES, | WILL HELP

YOU BECOME ENGLAND’S KING.

\
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Ahem. |n all the history
books, it says that
Conan got away again.

But the Tapestry says
Duke Conan surrendered
and handed over the
keys of Dinan to Duke
William. So that'’s what

we're going with here.

HERE ARE THE KEYS.
SORRY ABOUT ALL THE

FUSS AND BOTHER.
THANKS, CONAN.

| DON’T SUPPOSE YOU
HAVE A DRAGON, DO YOU?

As Dinan was new 3 burnt-out ruin, the

keys were more of 3 symbol than a victory

for William. (It was his men’s fault but

let’s not focus on that now . . )

After the ﬁgH‘, Duke William
gave Harold the WORST reward
for his courage EVER. HA!

YOU RESCUED MY MEN, UM ... THANKS
HAROLD. AS THANKS, WILLIAM.
| GIVE YOU TH|S SWORD DO | REALLY
AND ARMOUR. AND IF HAVE TO WEAR
YOU EVER DISOBEY THE POINTY
ME, I’LL KILL YOU. HAT THOUGH?
PAINFULLY. WITH HOT
KNIVES AND STUFF.

Never
wmind the

pointy hats,
| want to
"VIOW where
William is
getting his
natty striped
stockings.





