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Arise, awake, and heed the Lord’s call 
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THESE ARE INDEED GLORIOUS days of the movement of the Lord. These are days of Joel 2 when we will see the outpouring of the Spirit – greater, tumultuous and overpowering. 

These are the days to arise, to awake and heed the Lord’s call. 

Come all down the valleys, from the mountains, over the rivers, out of the dark, out of slavery, to heed the Lord and to praise Him. Praise the Lord, oh my soul; praise Him, for the Lord establishes His Kingdom to reign eternal and true.

Let the watchmen, the obedient and the faithful and the true arise with a song and a hope in the strength of the Spirit. 

The Lord is calling, establishing foundations, restoring order, calming the waves of fearful notions and setting the spiritual captive free. Come one and come all, for the harvest is here – shall we reap the lost or shall we weep for our own lack of gain?

These are the days for the spiritual fire to fall, as in the days of Elijah, when the Lord sifts and refines His Bride while declaring Himself Lord and King. Yet by fire and Spirit, He will shake all things, every foundation and stronghold and every altar and every word and every deed that stands against Him. 

These are the days of the outpouring to birth the rivers of life – spiritual rivers within the darkened soul and within the caged mind. 

These are days of purification, refinement and revival for a time and a season. This is a time for the birth of His glory within His Bride. A time and a season have been granted to gather the Harvest until the one of lawlessness comes. This is the time and season for His power and might to flow for His manifested glory, for His manifested presence and for Him to turn us back to His heart in an intimate embrace. 

My prayers are with all in these days – the lost, the struggling, the persecuted and the valiant - where darkness seems to settle on the earth, yet the Lord is calling for His daughter [His Bride] to rise in their splendour so that His glorious light might shine to drive back the shadows. 

These are such days where He is reminding His people who He is – He is the only and true Living God, and He should be our only hope, strength, life and joy. There is no other, and only in Him can we trust for He is faithful and true. He reminds us that we exist for He exists and He is the essence and the existence of all. Why then shall we doubt or fear the terrors of the night or the burdens of the world? For in Him is the liberty and glorious eternal promise of freedom.

The Lord remains active and seated on the Throne. He is moving, seeking those who will follow Him and not merely a religion. What more can we say except that all toil and labour and effort and achievements in this world fade to dust and pass into a distant memory, for all that remains and is of worth and effort is that we are remembered by the Lord eternal. 

We may conquer lands, invade empires, build bridges, be glorious in thought and deeds, yet it fades with the passing of summer to winter, over time and age, over blossom and harvest time, from springs to ice caps, yet all that is important is when we lay down to sleep the deep sleep that out of the darkness, a waking occurs where we hear our name being whispered to awaken unto His presence. 

Shall we, rather than not through humility and a sound resolve of being a servant, strive to please the Master and make a contribution to the eternal empire where the sun never fades, instead of striving to impress our vanity and ego upon this world? 

What then can we say except that we are made in spirit to return unto the spirit, to strive to be rid of the temporary, to rise above the mundane, to soar in the liberty of the Spirit so that we may seize the eternal magnitude of being given life – a life bound by a deep sense of belonging to divinity and a paradise prepared unto us. 

After all the striving and toil, all that remains is the truth that we have been created by divinity, destined to be returned unto divinity, where all earthly striving for knowledge, understanding, and wisdom collapses like a soldier weary from the battle. 

What then can be said that we must work in faith and in the Spirit to be free, to be liberated, to be reborn, to rise, to awake from our slumber and to embrace the Lord? Shall we then not all seek His glory and majesty, for is He not enough? Shall we then not let go of the chains that bind and together arise in the splendour of the freedom that was paid for by Blood?

For in Him, and in His glorious Son and in the glorious Spirit, there abides a rest and the abounding and ever eternal peace and joy.

Joy and peace beyond human comprehension or beyond human understanding. 

He is the Living God who holds man in His right hand. There is none like Him, for there is no other. Only those who seek Him and yearn and long for Him as their hope and delight, and only those who take refuge in Him and who seek Him as their strength, shall see the Promised Land.

May the Lord bless you, may He keep you, may His countenance shine upon you and may He lead you from glory to glory.
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Time to arise from slumber as darkness descends
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1 THESSALONIANS 5: 1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.

It is time for the Church to wake up and wake up fast!  The world is slipping into spiritual darkness, and this is a very slippery slope, yet it seems the spiritual watchmen – the believers in the Lord – are not raising an alarm on the hills. 

We are dangerously ignoring Ezekiel 33, which speaks of the watchmen who should be alert to the dangers that come against the Truth.  

This is the same danger that is threatening to envelop the Church from the inside, for the insidious nature of the enemy’s strategy and plots to steal and deceive is going on unchecked. 

Take a stroll through any bookstore. What sells is paranormal. What intrigues people is the occult. What draws interest is anything that has to do with New Age, with vampires, werewolves and the gothic lifestyle. 

Teenagers are being bombarded by the world of magic. Worse of all, the occult and the paranormal are being presented as being hip, good, alright and wonderful. Magic, séances, mediums, voodoo and spiritualists are being ‘preached’ from the pulpits of Hollywood and from the bookshelves yet the world – Christian alike – is gobbling it up as if it is the food of gods. 

Charms and books on spells are being promulgated and advocated as if they hold no danger. When is the last time the Church has taken a long hard look at what types of books are being sold to the general public? 

It doesn’t take a whole lot of discernment to notice that these books are opening up a very dark spiritual world and its intent and purpose are not fantasy but reality. The spiritual realm has been made into a joke and has been made cheap. Voodoo is no game. To be Goth is not a trendy lifestyle, but dangerous. 

Fortune tellers and palm readers, if genuine, operate in a dark realm. Such practices are forbidden for a reason – they open doors to evil. Charms, spells, magic, the occult and new-age literature are no longer taboo – and it is not innocent. If we think that Ephesians 6, which speaks of the dark spiritual forces, is a joke, then deception has already taken its toll. 

The spiritual realm is more real than the natural, and the principalities and authorities of darkness have one plan, which is to draw the world–Christian alike – into its web and snare. It is like a huge spider waiting and waiting and waiting, and it waves its magic like the Sirens of Greek Mythology. For once caught in this world, drawn by intrigue and by the allure of innocence and excitement, then the trap is sprung and getting out becomes more and more difficult. 

Lives are steadily destroyed, marriages fall apart, and teenagers end up suicidal, aloof, or addicted to all kinds of substances. The Church needs to wake up and wake up fast. The dark world of video games and the onslaught of Hollywood regarding the occult is very much real, and it is targeting the souls of those who buy into it. Ever noticed how many stories there are on TV and on the big screen when it comes to the “supernatural” and the “spiritual”? 

But all of them have a very dark slant to them. When will we wake up to realise that the enemy is getting a foothold in people’s lives, from young to old, daily, and the work is increasing in regularity? When will we wake up and start exposing the insidious darkness? Yet, we still scoff, we still joke, we still laugh, and we pretend it is all make-believe and a game. The Exorcism is no fantasy movie. 

The enemy is real, and he is very active. Attend a true deliverance and tell me otherwise. And so the world and the Church are drawn into the snares of the enemy, and trust me, when the reality of such a world becomes more real in one’s life, then it is no longer a laughing matter. Please, watchmen, it is time to arise and stand up.  

Deuteronomy 18 speaks directly about the forbidden practices – not forbidden by society, but by God and it is done for a reason. 9 “When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives them out from before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. 14 For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not appointed such for you.

Strangely, these days, all the forbidden practices are now legal, and God has become an outcast in society.  

Charles H. Spurgeon once observed that "the church has little influence in the world because the world has so much influence on the church." Though spoken more than a century ago, these words echo with remarkable urgency today. 

The Church was never called to mirror the spirit of the age but to manifest the Spirit of Christ. Yet in many places, the line separating the Church from the world has become increasingly blurred. 

Instead of confronting darkness with the light of God's truth, many have sought acceptance by accommodating the values of the surrounding culture. 

The pursuit of popularity has often replaced the pursuit of holiness, and the desire for relevance has, at times, eclipsed the call to faithfulness. When the Church loses its distinctiveness, it also loses its prophetic voice, for a lamp hidden beneath the world's opinions cannot illuminate a darkened generation.

Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly warned His covenant people not to adopt the practices, values, or idols of the nations around them. Israel's greatest defeats rarely began on the battlefield; they began with compromise.

A little accommodation led to greater compromise, until the people who were called to be holy became indistinguishable from those who did not know God. The same danger confronts the Church today. The philosophies of humanism, moral relativism, self-exaltation, materialism, and the worship of personal autonomy have quietly entered many hearts. 

Instead of allowing Scripture to shape our worldview, there is a constant temptation to reinterpret Scripture through the lens of culture. But the Church was never commissioned to echo the world's voice; she was commissioned to proclaim the unchanging Word of the living God.

The consequence of compromise is spiritual weakness. A Church captivated by the world's applause will seldom possess the boldness to proclaim repentance. A Church consumed by entertainment will struggle to cultivate prayer. 

A Church fascinated with success will often neglect sacrifice. When believers become preoccupied with comfort, prestige, and self-fulfilment, they gradually lose their hunger for the presence of God. The fire upon the altar begins to diminish, discernment grows dull, and spiritual authority weakens. 

Satan does not always seek to destroy the Church through persecution; often he seeks to neutralise her through distraction, compromise, and conformity. A Church that no longer walks in holiness may still gather in impressive buildings and conduct polished services, yet lack the transforming power that marked the believers in the Book of Acts.

Yet God has never abandoned His purpose for His people. Throughout history, whenever compromise became widespread, the Lord raised up a remnant who refused to bow to the spirit of the age. Elijah stood against Baal. Daniel remained undefiled in Babylon. John the Baptist called an entire nation to repentance. 

The early Church flourished not because it resembled the Roman Empire, but because it was unmistakably different from it. God is once again calling His people to recover their first love, to embrace holiness without apology, and to proclaim truth with both conviction and compassion. The Church will never transform the world by becoming like it; she transforms the world by reflecting the character and glory of Jesus Christ.

This is a prophetic hour of decision. The Lord is calling His Bride to come out from compromise, to cleanse herself from every defilement of flesh and spirit, and to pursue holiness in the fear of God. The Church must once again become a people of prayer rather than performance, of consecration rather than convenience, of Scripture rather than speculation, and of obedience rather than opinion. Christ is returning for a glorious Church, not because she has accommodated herself to the world, but because she has been purified by the washing of the Word and refined through faithful obedience. 

The question before every congregation and every believer is therefore not whether the world approves of us, but whether Christ recognises His own reflection within us. Only a consecrated Church can speak prophetically to a compromised world, and only a holy people can faithfully bear witness to a holy King.

A great shadow has indeed fallen across the nations, not because the Light has diminished, but because humanity has increasingly turned its face away from it. The prophets warned that a day would come when people would forsake the ancient paths, reject the fear of the Lord, and exchange His truth for the serpent's lies. That day is now unfolding before our eyes. 

Spiritual darkness has crept into the councils of governments, the halls of education, the chambers of commerce, the platforms of entertainment, and even the pulpits of many churches. What began as subtle compromise has become open rebellion against the authority of God. 

The veil of deception has descended upon the nations, causing multitudes to celebrate what Heaven mourns and to despise what Heaven calls holy. This is not merely a cultural decline—it is a spiritual invasion orchestrated by the kingdom of darkness against the purposes of God.

The spirit of the age exalts the autonomy of man while dethroning the sovereignty of God. Humanity has become intoxicated with its own wisdom, believing it can redefine morality, reshape creation, and determine truth apart from the One who is Truth itself. 

The ancient temptation whispered in Eden—"You shall be as gods"—has become the anthem of modern civilisation. Pride has enthroned itself where humility once knelt, and self has become the object of worship. The consequence is a generation that possesses unprecedented knowledge yet lacks true wisdom, a people connected by technology yet isolated from God, and societies overflowing with information while starving for divine revelation. The prince of this world has not merely attacked individuals; he has laboured to establish strongholds within the very systems that shape civilisations.

This darkness is neither passive nor accidental. It advances with relentless determination, seeking to corrupt every institution ordained by God. Marriage is assaulted because it reflects Christ and His Church. The family is fractured because it is the first place where covenant and discipleship are learned. Truth is ridiculed because truth exposes deception. Innocence is targeted because purity threatens the kingdom of darkness. Even the language of righteousness is being redefined so that evil is called virtue and rebellion is celebrated as freedom.

Like the days described by the prophet Isaiah, the nations now call bitter sweet and sweet bitter, light darkness and darkness light. This is the great inversion foretold by the prophets—a rebellion not merely against biblical principles, but against the very nature and character of the Creator Himself.

Yet beneath this growing darkness another reality is unfolding. The shaking of the nations is not evidence that God has lost control; it is evidence that He is preparing the earth for a great unveiling. Throughout Scripture, whenever darkness reached its greatest intensity, God raised up a remnant ablaze with holy fire. 

Moses stood before Pharaoh. Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal. Daniel remained faithful in Babylon. John received the Revelation while exiled on Patmos. In every generation, Heaven has answered the advance of darkness with men and women who refused to bow their knees to the spirit of the age. The Lord is once again calling forth a remnant whose eyes have been opened, whose hearts have been purified, and whose voices cannot be silenced. They will carry the testimony of Jesus with boldness, proclaim truth without compromise, and shine as burning lamps in an increasingly dark world.

The hour is not one of despair but of divine awakening. The lifting of the veil has begun. God is exposing hidden darkness, uncovering counterfeit kingdoms, and revealing the true condition of the hearts of men. The dividing line between light and darkness will become increasingly unmistakable, and every person will be confronted with the choice of which kingdom they will serve. 

The King is calling His people to arise from spiritual slumber, to put on the full armour of God, and to walk in the authority of the Holy Spirit. The days ahead will demand courage, discernment, holiness, and unwavering devotion to Christ. 

Though darkness may cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples, the glory of the Lord will arise upon His faithful ones, and through them the Light of Christ will pierce the night until the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.
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Dark awakening
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WHILE GOD CALLS US to awaken to His presence, reality and truth, there is also a different awakening apart from God happening in this world.

It’s a sign of the times that the word “awakened” has made it into the Urban Dictionary (online dictionary for slang words and phrases), where it is defined as “spiritually aware of the universe and [its] direct metaphysical connection to one’s being and the connection it has to all life forces.” You can say a spiritual awakening is a term given to describe a subjective experience in which an individual's ego transcends their ordinary, finite sense of self to encompass a wider, infinite sense of truth or reality. Some will say a spiritual Awakening is a call to higher consciousness and deeper mental awareness.

Whatever the cause of such a spiritual awakening, be it a traumatic experience, an existential crisis (such as questioning the meaning of life), or maybe even a major life-changing event, the reality is that we see a rapid increase in a greater awareness that there is “something” bigger than us. 

Problem is, people are seeking answers in all the wrong places. Celebrities have aided in such awakenings, with some of them promoting Scientology (which is nothing more than a belief in aliens) and even Kabbalah (a particular variety of Jewish mysticism). We can particularly see a rise in interest in the occult and witchcraft within Hollywood and the entertainment industry in general.

We see this sense of awakening with the “woke” movement, which speaks of becoming alert and actively attentive to important societal facts and issues, including racial prejudice and discrimination. For many, social issues impacting man have become more important and relevant than what the Word of God says and what God calls us to do according to His will. Part of this “woke” movement is the issue of ‘my sexual preference’, driven by the LGBTQIA+ community. The world is an incredible mess with people deciding and choosing what gender they want to be and their sexual orientation.

Many are also embracing New Age spirituality. This spirituality is widely accepted in our culture. Spiritualism and mysticism have become very popular in the world, even in churches. In churches, our walk with God has become about ‘feelings’, ‘experience’, ‘hype’ and the ‘sensations’, yet it is many times completely void of the Spirit of God or the Word of God.

Probably the scariest awakening we are experiencing is of the dark sort. The late Pastor Russ Dizdar, a man who was passionate about exposing the rising spiritual darkness, wrote a compelling book called The Black Awakening: Rise of the Satanic Super Soldiers and the Coming Chaos. Dizdar is very well known for his Shatter the Darkness ministry.

According to him, the demonic world order has been secretly operating for a long time to create an end-time army that will flood the earth with darkness. Such people have been specifically programmed to be demonised through satanic ritual abuse, causing a split in personalities and dissociative personality disorders. 

His book covers 25 years of research, looking into the victims of ritual abuse and mind control. According to him, this is part of a global agenda, powered by a dark supernatural presence, to choose certain people for such sinister purposes. The Black Awakening, therefore, speaks of a deliberate programme, which was evident in the days of Hitler, to create satanic super soldiers for the end-time chaos. 

A lot of people may think such stuff belongs among the books on fantasy, and yes, a lot will scoff at such research. Yet we cannot escape reality, and the reality is that the Lord has warned for many years of the rising darkness on the earth. After all, we know that the final antichrist has to arise according to the Book of Revelation to usher in a demonic reign on earth (even though only for a short time).

Granted, the idea of a totalitarian world government is also mocked, even though the Scriptures speak of the rise of the false prophet, the antichrist and a demonic religious/political system carrying out the plans of the devil. Some see the Book of Revelation as events that happened during the days of the Roman Empire, yet there are just too many inconsistencies with the rest of the prophecies for such a claim to carry much weight.

I do believe that the world will be engulfed by great darkness, and only those who know the Lord will remain standing. This is why God is pouring out an end-time revival, so that we may know the truth and walk in His presence.

In 2011, some 300 exorcists flocked to Poland for a week-long congress to examine the world’s fascination with vampirism and the apparent connection with a surge in demonic possession. While some will view this has being comical, the reality is that all of the ‘monsters’ of Hollywood are, in fact, some or other demon ‘repackaged’. Hollywood is presenting the occult and demons in the form of entertainment, and people think we are still dealing with fantasy.

Vampires, monsters, werewolves, mystical creatures, pagan worship, witchcraft, Satanists and conspiracy theories abound and are rife in the world today. Such stories are promoted by the entertainment industry. And so the world is flooded with such tales, be it in books, in the movies, on the internet, in media, or even in comic books. For many years this flood of darkness and of the occult has been presented in a package that is appealing, acceptable, popular and even “right”.

It started with Buffy the Vampire Slayer. The world was introduced to the first likeable vampire. Previously, the world was exposed to literally more than a hundred old horrors featuring vampires, such as Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Nosferatu, Interview with a Vampire, Fear, and other numerous tales of extreme horror. 

Vampires were once scary creatures, roaming the night, drinking blood and causing the dead to rise again. Buffy the Vampire Slayer was followed by mild-mannered series like Angel (half man/half demon), and then it swiftly progressed to numerous commercial and popular vampire movies and series. Think of True Blood, the Vampire Chronicles, and the Twilight series.

A trend has started and it has rolled out in mass effect – the introduction of the world to likeable and mild-mannered monsters. Yes, monsters such as vampires have become the talking point of many youths. No longer are vampires the eerie and mysterious creatures of the night. They are known by name, they walk in the open, they are approachable and best of all, they are no longer so evil. These vampires of today have even become likeable, and reliable, and in some more recent cases, they have become the new heroes and the new celebrities.

Just like magic, it remains tainted, and a vampire trying to do good work is simply evil. Think of the Blade series with Wesley Snipes – he was portrayed as an anti-hero, even though he was a vampire. The world is being introduced to monsters that are good at heart. What a fallacy! Vampires, like all monsters of Hollywood, remain at the core evil and an abomination. They may not all drink blood, but they are in some form or other walkers of the dark. 

Vampires appear in the folklore of cultures all over the world, and some of these vampire stories can be traced back thousands of years. People in Germany, China, Egypt, Romania, Greece and Russia all tell stories about these mysterious creatures that drink blood of innocent victims. Hollywood glamorised the image of the vampire, making him the epitome of the American dream - debonair, hypnotically seductive, and immortal. 

The legend of Dracula flows from a man called Vlad III, Prince of Wallachia (c. 1431 – December 1476), who was more commonly known as the Impaler. Historically, Vlad is best known for his resistance to the Ottoman Empire and its expansion and for the cruel punishments he imposed on his enemies. His Romanian surname, Dracula, which Vlad was referred to in several documents, means "Son of the dragon" and points to his father, Vlad Dracul, who received that moniker from his subjects because he had joined the Order of the Dragon. 

Dracul, derived from the Latin word Draco meant "dragon", though in modern Romanian it means "devil". It is clear from all the stories, with the tale of Vlad being the most authentic, that at the heart of the vampire is a sinister movement of the occult. We all know that satan is the ancient dragon and so those who are associated with the vampirism movement today do associate it with the dark side of the spiritual side.  

Shall we ignore all of this as but mere tales on the movie screen? Not only do demons exist that function as vampires (draining spiritual life), but mortal humans follow the cult by becoming modern-day vampires. Naturally, if such a demon manifests in a person, then it will cause the person to do unspeakable acts just to taunt the Lord, such as drinking blood [a forbidden act of the Bible].

There is also another very sinister and dark motive behind this campaign. We know life is in the Blood. So when Jesus came and shed His precious and divine Blood, He offered all believers the glorious reality of redemption and everlasting life. Yes, in the Blood of Jesus, we find that death is conquered. But this is exactly what the vampire myth offers. Vampires become ‘immortal’ and powerful because of the blood they consume. 

The devil’s strategy is for mankind to no longer seek the source of our life and hope – the Blood of the slain Lamb – but to seek an alternative source – the devil. For the vampire will always be a representative of evil and be a worker of darkness. 

After all, the devil represents darkness, and so does the vampire. The marketing campaign to popularise the vampire is nothing more than to draw people away from the light and into darkness, and to seek life elsewhere beyond true divinity. Again, what is scary is how popular vampires have become. Just like with the portrayal of demons, Hollywood is presenting a false reality that evil is actually good.

Regarding monsters, let us consider the recent explosion of werewolf movies. Once upon a time, werewolves were evil and freaky – think of a Werewolf in Paris and also a Werewolf in London. The true scope of a man shape-shifting into a monster is nothing but demonic. Then the approach to werewolves became softer. Movies like Wolf began to popularise the monster. There was a movie called Lady Hawke. You had similar movies like A Teenage Werewolf (Michael J Fox), followed by a whole host of modern-day movies like Wolverine, Wolfman and also the latest Twilight saga.

In the mix of all of this is the popular Underworld series, which explores both vampires and werewolves. Again, the world is presented with good and bad werewolves, just like we now get good and bad vampires. Just as in the case of vampires, the world is inundated and overwhelmed with tales of werewolves. These creatures are no longer monsters or terrible fiends, but they are portrayed as victims, as receivers of bad fate, and they have become approachable, presentable, mysterious and even attractive.

The truth is a demon is very powerful and only a demon in a person can cause shape-shifting and a lust for death. And so you find many people in this world who are drawn to the moon and its strange powers. 

We have reached the point where we can sympathise with them and feel sorry for their struggles.  But it is not only with werewolves and vampire tales that we have been beleaguered with – no, we have tales of all sorts that simply explode into our minds and imaginations. 

Zombie movies have become very popular. Zombies are mythical creatures usually portrayed as either reanimated corpses or mindless human beings. While zombie films generally fall into the horror genre, some cross over into other genres, such as comedy, science fiction, thriller, romance, and even animated films. There have even been developments in zombie-specific sub-genres, such as the "zombie comedy" or the "zombie apocalypse". 

So even zombies are now being portrayed as comical – no longer as they are merely evil. Zombies are nothing more than a portrayal of demon possession – where the demon is in control and grants superhuman strength but also an appetite for evil. 

Just so, we are overwhelmed with tales and stories of creatures and men with special powers and of worlds where one levitates, flies or has super powers.  These are also signs of demonic powers. Demons allow one to levitate, to grow strong and to do almost inhuman acts. But they also ultimately destroy, kill and maim.

What is the purpose of repackaging monsters? It is to prepare the way for a greater manifestation of demons on earth and their works and powers will be on display to corrupt, deceive and destroy. And so what does the devil do? Before a manifestation of such demons does manifest regularly, is it not wise for vampires and werewolves to be seen by humans as not being scary or frightening but rather creatures that are popular, acceptable, approachable and even loveable?

So when the world does see a rise of such demonic darkness, driven by demonic possession and manifestation, there will not necessarily be fear and panic, but rather a dull sense of acceptance and even a stirring from inside to be part of that world. 

Such an onslaught has caused mankind to become familiarised with demons and, in the process, opens itself up to the world of darkness through legal ground. This then lays the platform for future possessions on a large scale for such powerful demons to deal their hand more openly.

The world will then not shrink in fright or fear when witches, warlocks, sorcerers, and occultists walk among us openly with arrogance. The devil wants mankind to become familiar with the world of the occult and darkness. Dragons, witchcraft, paganism and monsters have all gained a foothold in society’s imagination, and even though some may not accept them to be real, they will not be scoffed at when such reality does dawn in the form of demonic manifestations.

This is a serious strategy, and it is working. Harry Potter’s success proves how mankind has embraced sorcery and the world of magic. Many in churches all of a sudden find it no longer acceptable to hold séances or fortune-telling or to speak to the dead.  

Meanwhile, all this sinister propaganda of mediums and spiritualists, of monsters and magic, is nothing more or less than an attempt to quicken the black awakening. With such an awakening comes greater demonic activity on the earth; therefore, more possessions and satanic chaos.

This campaign waged on many fronts, be it on the silver screen or the small screen, be it the printed or electronic media, seeks to destroy, manipulate and kill. It seeks to find a way into the hearts, minds and spirit of mankind so that, like a cancer, it can eat from the inside and, in doing so, allow darkness to settle. 

The world is experiencing an explosion of ancient occultism combined with a wicked fascination for ghosts and all things paranormal. 

Indeed, while the Bible frowns upon wizards and magic, the world now idolises such men and women who dabble in the dark arts. The end goal is simple: get more and more people interested in the occult so that they can become demonised. The occult is being dangerously presented as exciting and thrilling. 

After all, the allure of power is intoxicating. The occult presents a promise of such power, yet such power only destroys and kills. The reality is that a lot of people are getting into the occult because they want to conjure up demons, curse someone, or they want to be rich, or they want to shape-shift.

Regarding shapeshifting, there is still a widespread view among Christians that this is not a reality and a mere form of illusion. Shapeshifting is the ability to physically transform oneself through unnatural means.

Church father Augustine said that metamorphosis is miraculous and the devil has no miracle-making power; thus, metamorphosis is nothing but an illusion created by the devil and demons. 

In The City of God, Augustine wrote: It is very generally believed that by certain witches’ spells and the power of the Devil, men may be changed into wolves, but they do not lose their human reason and understanding, nor are their minds made the intelligence of a mere beast. Now this must be understood in this way: namely, that the Devil creates no new nature, but that he is able to make something appear to be which in reality is not. For by no spell nor evil power can the mind, nay, not even the body corporeally, be changed into the material limbs and features of any animal . . . but a man is fantastically and by illusion metamorphosed into an animal, albeit he to himself seems to be a quadruped.”

In 906, the Canon Episcopi, one of the most important ecclesiastical documents of the Middle Ages, was put forward. When it was made public by Regino of Prum, Abbot of Treves, it was presented as an ancient authority dating back to the fourth century. Whatever its true origins, it was incorporated by Gratian into his Concordance of Discordant Canons around 1140 and became entrenched in the highest canonical law. The Canon Episcopi upheld the Augustinian view and inﬂuenced demonologists well into the 17th century. Flying through the air and metamorphosing into animals were seen to be foolish illusions.

Yet, is it truly foolishness or has the devil duped the church into believing shapeshifting is nonsense? If it is mere foolishness, why the incredible push from Hollywood to present shapeshifting as a reality to the world? Shapeshifting propaganda it seems, carries the same urgency as, for example, promoting familiar spirits (consider a movie like The Golden Compass) or ghosts (which do not exist and are demons). 

There are some within the Christian circles who do deep studies into stuff like shapeshifting, and they concur that this is not mere foolishness but is a common practice among the occultists. Remember, shapeshifting has been presented for a long time in mythology, folklore and speculative fiction.

The idea of shapeshifting is found in the oldest forms of totemism and shamanism, as well as the oldest existent literature and epic poems such as the Epic of Gilgamesh and the Iliad. The concept remains a common literary device in modern fantasy, children's literature and popular culture. 

Indeed, you will find that beliefs about shape-shifting are ancient and involve both gods and humans. Shape-shifting is also prominent in Norse, Scandinavian, and Teutonic mythologies. In folktales, you will find wicked sorcerers and witches turned people into frogs or other creatures, who had to wait for the right person to come along and break the evil spell.

According to traditions, the ability to shape-shift can be acquired through witchcraft, magical training, or endowment by a master. In cultures where shamanic practices are strong, the ability to shape-shift is accepted as a skill necessary for shamanic tasks, which include journeying to other realms and dealing with spirits. Shamans can take the form of their guardian animal spirits or power animals from whom they derive magical powers.

It is also said that a sorcerer or witch might shape-shift to a were-animal, such as a werewolf, to do evil and lay waste to enemies by drinking their blood and tearing them to pieces.  In parts of Southeast Asia, it is believed that the witchcraft/were-animal spirit resides within a person—often passed down through heredity—and can be transmitted to others through contagion. In Western magic lore, the magician Aleister Crowley was reputed to have the power to shape-shift others. 

During the witch trials of the Inquisition—the peak of which occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries—European demonologists debated whether shape-shifting could be conferred by the devil and his demons, or was merely a demonically inspired illusion. Some demonologists such as Jean Bodin and Joseph Glanvill accepted shape-shifting, or metamorphosis, as fact. 

Shapeshifting is said to make it possible for people to gain easy entry into a household to cast an evil spell upon an unsuspecting person and also to escape pursuit. In 1547 it was reported that a witch brought before inquisitors in Navarre, France, was able to smuggle along her magic ointment. She rubbed herself down and turned into a screen owl, and escaped certain death.

Isobel Gowdie, a Scottish woman who voluntarily confessed to witchcraft in 1662, said she and her sister witches used incantations to transform themselves into hares, cats, crows, and other animals. Sometimes they were bitten by hunting dogs.

We need to realise that something doesn’t become so prominent in folklore or mythology if there is not some truth to it. And the truth is shapeshifting is a practice and a reality of the dark arts, yet the church ignores its prominence in modern-day societies. Shapeshifting is but another means to attract people to the dark arts and to demonise them. Without a doubt, we live in perilous times where the occult, witchcraft and all kinds of sinister practices are presented on a silver platter to the world. Some may scoff at the offering, but many are grabbing from the plate. This fuels the dark awakening, as more and more people come under the power of the devil.

We need to realise that while we will see an end-time remnant established to bring in the end-time harvest, this period will see a rise in growing demonic activity. This includes blood offerings and ritual abuses.  

Sadly, the church is asleep. We ignore the dark awakening. We ignore the warning signs. We are not prepared for the demonic storm. If people begin to demonically manifest in the public, who is going to help? Yes, the followers of God are supposed to set the captives free, but we are so lost in our religion and carnal lust that we are hardly equipped for such a battle.

To be clear, all the monsters and ghosts are real. They are demons who want to gain entry into people’s lives, and, therefore, want to be more influential in the natural realm. Yes, familiar spirits are real. Shapeshifting is real. The occult and witchcraft is becoming more and more popular. The question is, what is the church doing in the wake of the black awakening? Not much. We have been engrossed in being a social club instead of an army called to pierce the darkness. 

Years ago the Lord spoke about a very intense season ahead for all disciples of the Lord. Regarding the season of intensity, the Lord emphasised “for the disciples”, for the disciple walks in God’s truth and kingdom. The Lord spoke about how we are heading into a season of intense battles for all disciples, a season of intense struggles, intense conflicts, and intense warfare. We are still in the middle of this season and we may not come out of it until the return of the Lord. It calls for incredible boldness, it calls for facing multiple storms, and most of the time, walking by faith when nothing makes sense.

I was made to understand this will be a season of intense spiritual encounters with God, but also fierce encounters in conflict with the demonic. It will be the intensity of Elijah when he encountered the false prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and his struggles with Ahab and Jezebel. It will be a season of intense demonic manifestations and intense inner struggles for the disciples. It will be a season of intense rebellion against God, and iniquity, apostasy and deception on earth will intensify. For the darkness is intensifying, yet God calls for His children to walk in the intensity of His Glory. Yes, an intensity of His Glory! This intense season is a work of the Lord of purging, purifying, refining and cleansing.

So we have to consider the following: is God sending revival to counter the rise of the end-time demonic superstorm, or is the demonic superstorm to counter God's revival? Either way, both will play out and are playing out right now. Many continue to regard the devil as a fantasy, and someone who was invented by the fantastic to provide answers to questions when science was not yet so prominent in its influence. Some do fear such a massive demonic onslaught on the world as never seen before, paving the way for the antichrist and the false prophet. For this to happen, innocent blood has to be spilt, and more people will become demonised so that the work of evil may settle and expand like never before on the earth.

Indeed, there is a feeling that soon the church will be confronted by a demonised 'army' in this world - hell-bent on destroying, killing and stealing. It will consist of many innocent people who were ritually abused, while others would have been brainwashed and manipulated to believe the devil's lies.

It remains amazing how even in churches we have dismissed the reality of the devil, demons, hell or the need for spiritual warfare. We have become oblivious to the spiritual war, and how many people are being destroyed by the devil. 

We remain ignorant when we fail to realise that the flood of drugs in the world is simply part of the devil’s work to flood the earth with sorcery since all kinds of drugs (even prescribed) are a form of pharmakeia. This word appears in Galatians 5:20 and Revelation 18:23. Terms from the same root word appear in Revelation 9:21, Revelation 21:8, and Revelation 22:15. These are typically translated into English as “sorcery,” “witchcraft,” or “sorcerer.” Ancient Greek uses of pharmakeia closely mirror the generic modern English word drugs; the same Greek root word produced English terms such as pharmacy and pharmacist.

Modern use of the word sorcery evokes images of supernatural power and spells; biblical use of pharmakeia doesn’t fit well with such ideas. Rather, the term suggests various forms of drug abuse. Those might include drug use in pagan worship, as an addiction, or as a poison used to manipulate and control others.  Ancient Greeks used words like pharmakeia to refer to an entire spectrum: from medicines to psychoactives to poisons. Remember, ancient societies were no strangers to mind-altering chemicals. Archaeologists note the presence of opium, hemp, and many other substances in Bible-era cultures. These compounds were not as potent as modern options but still capable of powerful effects. 

Mood-altering substances were also used in connection with ancient religious practices. Temples such as those in Greece sometimes used mind-altering drugs in fortune-telling and oracles. These may have included natural vapours and deliberately concocted mixtures. When Paul wrote Galatians and
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