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Foreword

Copyright is a topic that is seldom understood in education. Educators and administrators vary in understanding from “You can use anything as long as you aren’t selling it” or “It’s for the good of the students” to “If it is copyrighted, run away.” Clearly, neither extreme is always the truth, but most educators (including administrators who have likely taken a course in school law) don’t understand how to begin to assess the rights and risks of using copyrighted material. As a school attorney, I had to help clients navigate choppy copyright waters when teachers posted copied study guides on open websites, cafeteria managers went image shopping on the internet to illustrate tasty dishes, or coaches posted inspirational poems on Twitter/X accounts. Having a reasonable background in copyright can protect schools and individuals from copyright infringement actions.

Sara E. Wolf has been curious about copyright law for a number of years and was a manuscript reviewer for several copyright books before she co-authored Copyright for Schools: A Practical Guide (6th ed.). She has used innovative teaching techniques to reinforce copyright foundations and concepts for her undergraduate and graduate students at Auburn University. She understands that teaching copyright involves the diligent study of extremely complex ideas and explaining the balancing of two worthy rivals: the copyright owner and those who would use the owner’s creation to advance “Science and useful Arts” (U.S. Const. art. I, § 8, cl. 8). This book is a passion project—an outgrowth of her learning and teaching. While there are some good copyright reference works on the market, there have been no texts that guide teachers who educate their students about the nuances of copyright law. Until now.

In this work, you will find lessons that are flexible enough to teach basics to older elementary students and deep enough for graduate students to get a rich understanding of copyright’s nuances—all from the same lesson. You can teach one lesson or a group of lessons. Creative teachers may want to modify the lessons to suit their topics and audiences, and Sara grants such permission. Additionally, this work is teacher-friendly. She has provided plentiful supplemental resources for each lesson, such as assessments, test item banks, and an online repository of PowerPoint slides. For those readers who must submit annotated lesson plans, each lesson includes time estimates and guides to Bloom’s Taxonomy. Each lesson references the common education/library copyright hornbooks that summarize and explain the law, so no matter what your copyright reference might be, these lessons will complement it.

One feature of this book found in few others on this topic is the Concordance. A concordance is an alphabetical index of the principal words or phrases of a book (or section of a book), so if you know a word of a case or a concept, the concordance will point you to every time that word or phrase appears within the text. Concordances are not common outside of religious texts, so this feature is remarkable in educational texts or legal texts. If you already have some familiarity with copyright concepts or cases, the Concordance can take you to an on-point discussion of those topics without having to do a hit-or-miss search of the chapters and lessons.

You will find this book works hand in hand with curriculum and administration, and you’ll have ample options to teach your students. There is no reason to avoid teaching and discussing complicated copyright; this work will set you up for success.

Carol Simpson, Ed.D., J. D. 

May 2024
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