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dedication (dɛdɪkèɪˑʃən) n. complete and wholehearted devotion.

To those dedicated to poetry,

the writers, the readers, the spreaders

of the word, this book is dedicated.




The Arrow’s Song

The arrow sang as it flew through the air:

‘I’m free of the bow and I don’t care

Where I land, what I hit, be it target or tree,

Flying through the air is the life for me.’
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Excuses, Excuses, Excuses

I’m not making excuses, but I have to say

My journey here was a nightmare today

The riverbank burst and the streets were flooded

Trees sank to their knees and buildings shuddered

Traffic lights howled and pulled scary faces

Pillar boxes set off on cross-country races

Foxes hunted hounds and bit off their noses

While lamp posts held hands and played ring o’ roses

Policemen and policewomen danced on the beat

A zebra crossing galloped off down the street

Beggars gave money to passers-by

There was an old lady who swallowed a …

Bicycles were chased and devoured by cars

Did I mention the invasion of monsters from Mars?

These terrible things all happened to me

On my way here to see you … Honestly!




Lame Excuses


‘Sorry, miss, I sprained my ankle.’




‘Sorry, miss, my sister kicked me in the shin.’




‘Sorry, miss, the dog ate my walking stick.’




‘Sorry, miss, my kneecap fell off.’




‘Sorry, miss, I dropped a piano on my foot.’




‘Sorry, miss, my crutches burst into flames.’




‘Sorry, miss, there was a tarantula in my trainer.’




‘Sorry, miss, an elephant stood on my toe.’

(Accidentally.)






Sound Advice

Never badger a badger in the dark

Or swing a tiger by the tail.

Never use a hammer-headed shark

For knocking in a nail.

Never be rude to a poodle

Or cook a cock-a-doodle stew,

Invite a grizzly round for a meal

In case he makes a meal out of you.

And never, but never …

1) Tickle piranhas

2) Put goldfish in the dishwasher

3) Play hoopla on a rhino’s horn

4) Plug an electric eel into your guitar.

And never, but never, whatever you do …

Play hoopla with piranhas in the dark

Or swing a rhino by the tail.

Never use an electric guitar

For knocking in a nail,

Invite a badger round for a meal

Of eel and poodle stew.

Never be rude to a dishwasher.

All sound advice for you.
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Quicksilver


Let your imagination

Feed on the fantastic

Let it move like quicksilver

Stretch like elastic


Boring old classrooms

Changed in a trice

To a witch’s kitchen

A palace of ice



A steaming jungle

A distant planet

A silver spaceship

With you to man it

Your bedroom, a good room

You love it, but wow!

Now a sailing ship

With you at the prow


You’re flying a jet

At five hundred plus

Or grabbing the wheel

Of a runaway bus



Let your imagination

Feed on the fantastic

Let it move like quicksilver
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