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Dearest Reader,

I have always been enamored of how literature allows us to step into new worlds and see things through different eyes. As a child, my grandmother gave me a book of colorfully illustrated Bible stories that I read from cover to cover. In addition, I immersed myself in fanciful literature including Grimm’s original fairy tales (in English) and C.S. Lewis’s masterpiece, The Chronicles of Narnia. 

While my recent fiction has been of a solidly realist bent, I wanted to do something a bit different for the holidays. I happened on a very interesting article from Robert Treskillard on Holy Worlds: A Community of Christ Centered Creativity where he asks, “How can a fantasy story be Christian?” 

After pointing out that a story cannot be Christian because the word Christian simply means a follower of Christ (as it was first used in Antioch in the 1st century,) Mr. Treskillard goes on to discuss the perils that many of us face in defining Christian fiction purely in terms of a market. 

Implicitly, this begs the question: as Christian writers, is our goal simply to preach to our own choirs, or are we meant to have a greater ministry? 

In response to this question, Mr. Treskillard offers a challenge:


I want you to raise the standard.  To stop thinking of “Christian” in terms of marketing, but instead think of it in terms of Christ’s glory. I would like us to think of “Christian fantasy” to mean “Christ glorifying fantasy”.

In other words, maybe we need to start thinking intentionally, authentically, boldly, and delightedly about glorifying Christ—and therefore God—through our fantasy novels.


As I’ve had this idea of mixing the real and fantastic together in an Amish story since Ruth wrote her Amish Christmas Carol last year, I decided this would be my year!

I hope you enjoy these Amish Fairy Tale stories. They are set in a world similar (though at points a bit different) from our own. I’ve done my best to integrate aspects of Amish culture with traditional fairy tales in a way that I hope is whimsical and at the same time, brings glory and honor to our Lord. 

I hope I am, in some small way, able to meet Mr. Treskillard’s challenge through these Amish Fairy Tales. And I hope you enjoy reading them as much as I’ve enjoyed writing them. 

All the Best,

Rachel
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The mop’s soaked strands pushed the bubbling water across the floorboards in front of the potbellied stove.  As always, I was careful not to let too much water seep into the wood.  

I shuddered to recall what had happened the last time, when Uncle Barnabas nearly cracked the mop handle over the back of my head.  I had crouched down low, huddled in the corner of the room, hands over my head, quivering and crying and waiting for the blow to come—body tense, nerves tight.

But the Lord had stayed his hand, sparing me a life-threatening wallop.  Still, I knew the wrath that was so easily provoked could come crashing down again, at any moment.  I lived in fear of that horrible hand falling down on me again, as if out of nowhere, at my slightest misstep.  

I wrung out the mop by hand, filthy water pouring over my clenching fists as I tried to squeeze it dry before dipping it back into that grey bilge.  It made the job twice as difficult, and made it take twice as long, but Uncle Barnabas wouldn’t give me a second bucket for clean water, no matter how much I asked.  And that wasn’t often, since his answer was always the same, no matter the question.

No!

I’d heard it for years, from him and from my cousins, Hildegarde and Providence.  It was as if they liked to say it.  No, not as if; they did like to say it; to me, at least.

They didn’t like me, and they didn’t want me in their home.  And I knew why. It was no mystery to be sorted and resolved, no great inner turmoil that had to be rooted out and brought to light. But there wasn’t a thing I could do about it either.

“You call this clean?” Hildegarde said, as she and Providence stepped into the kitchen.  “Daed’ll have at you with a whippin’ stick if he sees this mess.”

“I just started,” I said.  “It’ll be done soon enough.”

“Of course it will,” Hildegarde said.  “You’re such a good worker, Ella, it’s as if you were born for this very work.  How wonderful God was to bless you with these remarkable gifts.”

Hildegarde, taller and more angular, looked down at her sister to share a chuckle.  Shorter and quite a bit chubbier, Providence giggled along, nodding in amused agreement.  

She said to me, “Poor Hildy’s work as an apprentice midwife merely helps bring new lives safely into the world.  Why, what value has that to anyone?”

Hildegarde nodded, adding, “And Providence’s quilts merely bring warmth and coziness to Englischers and Amish alike, across the country.  It’s a pitiable thing, really.”

Surely the only warmth or coziness either of you has ever created, I thought to myself.  But I said nothing, of course, not wishing to offend them.  Not only would that demean me, but it could only excite their later fury.

And the angrier they were, the harder I wound up working.

Hildegarde added: “But you—dear, sweet Ella—you had been blessed with the greatest gifts of all: to bring a sheen to our floors, and our plates, and wash basin ... ”

They broke out in a spasm of devilish laughter, leaning against one another to keep from falling over in sheer delight.

Hildegarde quotes Revelation 3:17: “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.”

And of course, I knew they were wrong.  I had been blessed with many gifts, only one of which was the ability to withstand such cruelty.  I had been blessed with faith, which kept me aloft of their pettiness.  I had been blessed with patience, and inner calm.

And I could whittle!  My collection of tiny woodland creatures was my only possession—besides my Bible and my clothing—and they kept me company in lonely and trying times such as these.  Even my rare moments of leisure, when I could sit back and whittle a palm-sized bear or deer or wolf, were made more special when I could indulge my own artistic expression.

But, as with so much else in my life, I was denied this pleasure as much as possible.  They didn’t want me to whittle, because it was part of who I was; a special part.

They
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