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The
Legend of Green Pan and the Big Secret


In mining regions
there have always been legends about little green people, who enter
mines and quarries and who are bound to bump into miners
occasionally. Some believe that miners should not say anything
during such encounters, otherwise their shafts might be levelled to
the ground or some other accident might happen.


The Legend of
the Little Green People


Legend has it that
deep in the darkness, below the world known to us, there is another
world made for the dwarves of the darkness. They live deep
underground, and every day they dig out treasure; crystals and
precious and semi-precious stones. Their goal is to find as
many of those glittering objects as possible, place them in a big
chest and keep them away from human greed, and desire of
possession.

The dwarves live
quietly, and jealously guard their knowledge of those places where
the biggest treasures can be found. One such place is in the
proximity of their village, in a shiny crater, surrounded by
emeralds and rubies and sooty, violet and yellow stones, and
containing an unusual little chest, to which a three-pointed
crystal was once attached. This crystal holds a great secret within
it – the Big Secret as they still call it.


The trunk with the
three-pointed crystal was made from the roots of a yew tree, which
are said to last forever. The trunk had copper and silver
decorations on its lock and hinges, and in the middle of the lid
was a unique carving, depicting a beautiful girl in a splendid
white cloak, reminiscent of a wedding dress, with a magical smile
on her face. She had a flower in her hair of great beauty and
aroma, the likes of which had not been seen before. Thus was
described that girl, the Queen of Death. The girl in the
three-pointed crystal.


How did the Big
Secret come out into this world?


One day a miner
dug up the chest, and brought the three-pointed crystal, in which
the Big Secret was hiding, into the daylight of this world above
the ground. When the dwarves discovered that the chest was empty,
and that the girl in white, the Queen of Death was no longer there,
general panic and chaos ensued. As a result, the chest was placed
deep, deep underground, next to the dwarves' place of
residence.

Those dwarves who
first discovered the disappearance of the crystal with the Secret
felt a great guilt and very contritely and quietly turned to the
local wise man for advice.

'Empty chest,
hmmm,' the wise man said, wistfuly scratching his chin, 'Nothing
material can bring enlightement, but people don't want to see that.
Enlightement is always intangible and sometimes packed in familiar
shapes and objects so that we can recognise it more easily. It is
not known who decided first, and why, to capture the beauty of
crystals, of their shapes and shine, into the gold and silver, into
the shapes of precious objects, kings' crowns and necklaces,
bracelets and rings, and to imprison their beauty to decorate the
most sacral objects and spaces of church rituals. All for some
personal gain. For a personal gain people would destroy water and
air and the whole world. Is it not nice when everything is in its
place? Even this water which drips from the ceiling, and the bat,
and the butterfly which cuts a sun ray with its wings, a tree in
the forest, a wolf in the mountains, sky and stars and flowers on
the plains and fish in the water, they all look fine when they are
in their rightful places.' A sage would not be sage if he was not
familiar with the world of people, too.

'And,' he paused a
little, 'salt in the sea and a crystal in the earth, they should
also be in their places. That's why the crystal with the Secret
should be returned as soon as possible to this world of ours. Do
you think that Man, if he only could, would not bring the stars and
their shine home and place them in a vase? All the beauty and shine
of the Almighty would he put in that tiny place, only for the sake
of his personal gain.

'But how will I
recognise the crystal if people have cut it and used it for their
decorative objects or jewellery?' One of the dwarves, called Green
Pan, was intrigued.
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