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Epigraph

‘I envy you your situation within two miles of an Erupting Volcano you will easily guess I read your Letters with that Kind of Fidgetty anziety which continuously upbraids me for not being in a similar Situation I envy you I pity myself I blame myself & then begin to tumble over my Dried Plants in hopes to put such wishes out of my head which now I am tied by the leg to an armchair I must with diligence suppress’ 

Joseph Banks to William Hamilton, 4 December 1778
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Preface

Between 1777 and 1779 Joseph Banks’s life changed in several important ways that set a pattern for the rest of his days. In 1777, he moved with his sister, Sarah Sophia, into his permanent home in Soho Square. It was a large house with enough space to accommodate his domestic life and his professional interests. His great library focused principally on natural history and its associated texts, manuscripts, drawings and specimens. In 1778, Banks was elected President of the Royal Society after having been a Fellow for just over a decade; he was only thirty-five years old. In 1779, he married Dorothea Huggesen, who moved into Soho Square with him and Sarah Sophia. In the same year, Banks leased and subsequently bought Spring Grove, a property with extensive grounds in Heston, Middlesex. Over time Banks had gardens laid out, and greenhouses and hothouses built. Produce grown there was sent to Soho Square and this was where Banks carried out a number of important horticultural experiments. Banks also began what became an annual pilgrimage to manage his Lincolnshire estates, centred on his country home at Revesby Abbey, where he, his wife and sister would spend every September and October.

In contrast to the English focus of his domestic life in London and Lincolnshire, Banks was being drawn in other, more outward-looking and global directions. In 1776, Francis Masson, Kew’s first official collector since 1772, became Banks’s direct responsibility. Masson had already been to the Cape of Good Hope collecting for the royal gardens at Kew, and he was on his way to Madeira to continue his assignment when Banks took over his direction. During the next three decades, while Masson travelled through the Atlantic region, Banks handled all his preparations, telling him where and what to collect, arranging his finances and managing the receipt of his specimens for Kew.

Banks, already a wealthy man, now settled down as a county notable and the President of the Royal Society. His contact with Masson offered Banks something entirely different, something unpredictable that must have reminded him of his experiences on the Endeavour. Banks could share vicariously in the excitement of finding new plants to send to Kew, of making Kew a place where plants from all over the globe could thrive, far from their native habitats. It gave Banks, as he said himself, the greatest of pleasures, to harness the intellectual resources of Soho Square, its library and herbarium, to the practical horticultural experience and knowledge of Kew, all for the benefit of the King and his garden. Banks would continue pushing these projects into new geographic regions, whenever the opportunities arose.

These early collectors, including Masson, were mostly Scots – they were generally better trained and more knowledgeable about botany than their English counterparts. Most of these men sought out Banks rather than the other way round. They expanded their own and Banks’s geographical horizon, collecting plants in parts of the world – the Pacific Northwest, China, southwest Africa and the Coromandel Coast – whose botany was hardly known in Europe. 




1

1772: Masson Roams the Atlantic

Joseph Banks did not choose his first collector himself. Francis Masson had been appointed as Kew Garden’s first plant collector by Sir John Pringle. Sir John had been a close friend of the royal family even before 1764 when he was made Physician in Ordinary to Queen Charlotte. Liked and trusted by the King, he had replaced the Earl of Bute as adviser to the royal garden at Kew. Though, as he admitted, ‘I myself am so little a Botanist’, he was very well connected in cosmopolitan scientific circles, and would have acted as the King’s agent in selecting Masson, no doubt taking the advice of the head gardener at Kew, William Aiton.[1] 

Masson had been working under Aiton, as a gardener at Kew, and had made a good impression. He was a fellow Scot, born in Aberdeen in 1741, but little is known about his life before Kew.[2] Although Banks took no credit for selecting Masson, saying Pringle did it all, he does seem to have had a hand in deciding where he was sent.[3] According to Masson, writing in 1796, it was Banks who ‘suggested to his Majesty the idea of sending a person, professionally a gardener, to the Cape’.[4]

Aside from recommending the destination, it’s unlikely Banks had anything to do with any instructions for Masson. Banks was busy planning a second voyage to the Pacific with Cook. This, and the intense pressure of classifying the huge botanical collection from the first voyage, and preparing the botanical drawings made on the Endeavour, took up most of his time.[5]

The choice of the Cape as the destination for Kew’s first plant collector, may not seem obvious; it was under Dutch rule for one thing. However, other circumstances did recommend it. Banks and Solander had spent some time there, from 14 March to 16 April in 1771, when the Endeavour made its last substantial stop before returning to England.[6] The plant collecting had not been as productive as they had expected, because, for almost half their stay, Solander had been confined to bed suffering from a fever. Referring to what possible botanical treasures might be found beyond the port, Banks commented ‘I can say but little … not having had an opportunity of making even one excursion owing in great measure to Dr Solanders illness.’[7] Even so, in the vicinity of the ship’s anchorage, they managed to collect more than three hundred varieties of plants, including a gardenia, an acacia and a heather.[8]

Observing the plants being cultivated by Dutch farmers in the fields around, and in the Dutch East India Company’s botanic garden, Banks concluded that though the climate was milder than that of England, the food crops, at least, were pretty much the same. This would have led him to conclude that the Cape area might be ideal for collecting plants that would be easy to grow at Kew, unlike the tropical plants that needed a protective habitat and artificial heat. 

This observation would have been confirmed by the fact that Kew was already growing plants from the Cape, many of which had been introduced to the garden in the 1730s by Philip Miller, head gardener of the Chelsea Physic Garden.[9] Not only had there been these living plants for Masson to see but Hans Sloane’s herbarium was then at the British Museum, which contained an impressive collection of Cape plants that had come into Sloane’s possession from other collections and collectors.[10] Also, since the early years of the seventeenth century, Cape plants figured in specialised texts, such as the famous Hortus Cliffortianus, compiled by Linnaeus, and many of these publications were at the British Museum or in Banks’s home.[11]

These factors alone recommended the Cape as a collecting destination but also important was the fact that maritime contact between it and Europe was excellent. Table Bay, the Cape’s harbour, was always full of foreign ships, primarily from the Dutch, Swedish and English East India Companies either heading into or returning from the Indian Ocean.[12] When the Endeavour arrived in Table Bay on 14 March 1770, Cook noted that there were already sixteen ships at anchor; over the following month he reported that four British East India Company and seven Dutch East India Company ships left for Europe.[13] With so many ships bound for Europe and with a sailing time of less than three months, living plants would have their best chance of survival at sea if shipped from the Cape. 

What may have sealed the decision was that when Banks and Solander were at the Cape, they had met a Swedish soldier, Franz Pehr Oldenburg, who was working for the Dutch East India Company at the Cape and who was very interested in natural history, having already amassed a personal herbarium.[14] Before Banks and Solander left the Cape for England, they had made an agreement with Oldenburg to collect specimens for them after their departure. The specimens arrived in London sometime in 1772.[15] If Oldenburg was still at the Cape when Masson arrived, the benefits would be substantial, since, in addition to his local botanical knowledge, he spoke Dutch, which Masson did not.

It was decided that Masson would travel to the Cape by the beginning of April 1772 at the latest.[16] On 5 May Cook received an order from John Montagu, 4th Earl of Sandwich and First Lord of the Admiralty, informing him that Francis Masson would be joining the ship for a passage to the Cape of Good Hope.[17] He would thus be sailing with Banks for part of the way, but five days after the order from Sandwich, the Resolution was given its first trial for its intended Pacific voyage. At the mouth of the Thames, Robert Cooper, the ship’s first lieutenant, declared to Cook that he would not risk the ship at sea in its present top-heavy state. The Resolution was ordered back to Sheerness, and the superstructure, which Banks had designed and which the Admiralty had built for him, was removed.[18] Learning of this Banks withdrew from the voyage and took his personal, and rather large, entourage with him.

In its new slimmed-down version, the Resolution, in company with HMS Adventure, left Plymouth on 13 July 1772. Masson had new scientific companions – Johann Forster and his son Georg Forster, the two naturalists who were hurriedly assigned to the ship following Banks’s departure. After two short stops, the first at Madeira and the second in the Cape Verde Islands, the ships anchored in Table Bay. Masson stepped into a bustling town at the foot of Table Mountain, a Dutch settlement with a population of around 5000 people, about half of whom were white: the black population was mostly composed of slaves owned by the Dutch East India Company and imported from East Africa and the Indian Ocean region.[19]

What instructions he carried with him we don’t know but within less than two months, on 10 December 1772, Masson headed to the interior, in an easterly direction, accompanied by Franz Pehr Oldenburg, who was still at the Cape, and an unnamed Khoikhoi, who was in charge of the wagon driven by eight oxen.[20] 

Masson’s report of his expedition, written to Sir John Pringle, was read to the Fellows of the Royal Society in London. It was short and, apart from providing some information about where the party went, it contained few details. What we do know is that they got as far as the town of Swellendam in the Western Cape, about one hundred and fifty miles to the east of the Cape. (When Cook was at the Cape he reported that the Dutch had settled an area which, at its greatest extent, exceeded 900 miles and 28 days’ journey time.)[21] On 20 January 1773, after a two-day stay in Swellendam, they set off to return to the Cape by the same route they had taken out. Masson mentioned that he had collected and sent seeds of several species of heather back to Kew, which had germinated and been successfully grown there while he was still at the Cape.[22] 

On his return to Cape Town, probably in February 1773, Masson was in for an unexpected treat: a fellow plant collector and a trained botanist had arrived in town.[23] Carl Peter Thunberg, who was born in the same year as Banks but in southern Sweden, had studied under Linnaeus at Uppsala University and had taken a medical degree. Like other disciples of Linnaeus, he left Sweden for foreign shores. Thunberg arrived in Amsterdam in August 1770 where he worked on plant collections from other parts of the Dutch Empire. In December 1771, he began his long journey to the East via the Cape where he arrived on 16 April 1772 in order to collect plants and learn Dutch. After acquainting himself with Cape Town and its local botany, including day trips into the surrounding countryside, on 7 September, Thunberg set out with three European companions, two Khoikhois and an oxen-driven cart for the interior: first to the north and then eventually in the direction of Swellendam and beyond. They were back in Cape Town on 2 January 1773.

At some point between February and September 1773, Masson and Thunberg met and decided to travel together on a botanical expedition. On 11 September they set out from Cape Town and headed in a northerly direction for about 100 miles from their point of departure. Masson could see that the decision to go to the Cape to collect was the right one as he looked down on the scene unfolding before him, on the sea coast from St Helena Bay back to the Cape: ‘The whole country’, he wrote, ‘affords a fine field for botany, being enamelled with the greatest number of flowers I ever saw, of exquisite beauty and fragrance.’[24] Having reached their most northerly point, the party turned southeast, heading again to Swellendam, and finally reached the ocean at Mossel Bay on 16 November. There they turned inland and made their way again in a southeasterly direction until they met the ocean for a second time at Algoa Bay (near present-day Port Elizabeth) on 14 December, almost five hundred miles from Cape Town. They had been away for months. They pushed on a little further to the east until they were on the banks of the Sundays River, which flows into Algoa Bay. But the Khoikhoi people they employed refused to go any further. The oxen were sick and the carts near collapse.[25] Reluctantly, they turned back and, retracing their steps, they arrived in Cape Town on 29 January 1774.

Masson referred on many occasions to the beauty of the plants he and Thunberg encountered but, apart from mentioning that he obtained specimens of what he called geraniums, stapelias and ericas near the end of the journey, he failed to specify what else he had collected.[26] 

While they were in Cape Town during 1774, Thunberg and Masson met Lady Anne Monson, the highly accomplished botanist and collector, who was on her way from England to Calcutta with her husband, a colonel who was returning to Bengal to serve on the supreme council.[27] She, Thunberg and Masson frequently went botanising together in the surrounding countryside.[28] 

After only a few weeks these delightful excursions came to an end. Lady Monson continued her voyage to Calcutta on the Pacific, an East India Company ship. On 29 September 1774, Thunberg and Masson decided to strike out into the interior again. They headed out of town in a northeastern direction to an area they had never visited before. This time they took in mountains and desert, plotting a circular route that took them to a point around three hundred and fifty miles north of Cape Town before swinging to the southeast and eventually to the southwest back to Cape Town, which they reached on 29 December 1774.

Thunberg must have been a real inspiration for Masson: highly educated and one of Linnaeus’s own students – a mine of up-to-date botanical information and an intrepid traveller, not just an accomplished gardener like Aiton. For his education as a travelling botanist, collecting in unfamiliar terrain, Masson could have had no better teacher than Thunberg.

Thunberg’s departure for Batavia, his ultimate destination, on 2 March 1775, may have convinced Masson to leave as well. He left the Cape sometime towards the end of March but before that Masson met Anders Sparrman. Sparrman, born in Sweden in 1748, was another student of Linnaeus’s, who had first arrived at the Cape on 12 April 1772 to study the region’s natural history.[29] His plans, however, were put on hold when he met the Forsters and was invited to join them on the Resolution on its Pacific voyage.[30] The Resolution, having dropped Masson off at the end of October, now collected Sparrman before setting off for the Pacific less than a month later on 22 November 1772. There is no evidence that Masson and Sparrman met at this time.[31] It was only when Sparrman came back to the Cape on 22 March 1775 on the Resolution’s return voyage to England from the Pacific that the pair are known to have met.[32] 

Masson was back in London in either July or August 1775.[33] He had been sending seeds and living plants to Kew from the Cape, but now on his return, he had much more to show.[34] Solander was at Kew, where Masson had gone back to live, on Saturday, 26 August and reported to John Ellis, his close friend and fellow botanist, that he had just seen Masson ‘with a great cargo of new plants … a glorious collection’.[35] 

Solander did not give many details about the collection but the antiquary Richard Gough alerted his friend and fellow antiquary the Reverend Michael Tyson that Masson had brought home a great variety of new species of plants from the Cape of Good Hope, ‘which grew and blowed at sea’.[36] Tyson, himself, then went to Kew to see Masson and was amazed by what he found: totally new species of heather, protea, geraniums, and an undisclosed number of dried varieties.[37] Tyson spoke of more than two hundred examples of just two species but when Masson wrote to Linnaeus at the end of December 1775, his first letter to ‘the Father of Botany’, introducing himself as having been employed ‘some years past, by the King of great Brittain, in collecting of Plants for the Royal Gardens at Kew’, and remarking that he had made two trips into the interior with his student Thunberg and had met Sparrman, he announced that he had ‘added upwards of 400 new species to his Majesties collection of living plants’.[38] 

What no one mentioned was that Masson had also collected a magnificent plant known by its popular name as the bird-of-paradise flower but which, when it arrived at Kew in 1773, was given the name Strelitzia reginae, in honour of Queen Charlotte, Duchess of Mecklenburg-Strelitz.[39] It is likely that Thunberg directed him to this plant since he had already come across it on his first journey to the interior.[40] This may have been Banks’s favourite plant:[41] certainly, when, in 1795, it came to putting together a substantial gift of plants for Catherine II, Empress of Russia, among many Cape plants collected by Masson, Strelitzia reginae, which Banks described as ‘one of the most rare, & certainly … one of the most beautiful plants in Europe’, headed the list of plants chosen.[42] Even more remarkable, perhaps, is that Masson collected the first specimen of the cycad Encephalartos altensteinii, which was at Kew in 1775, and which, in 2009, was re-potted: it is believed to be the oldest living pot plant in the world.

Banks, too, was delighted with Masson’s collection, ‘a profusion of Plants unknown till that time to the Botanical gardens in Europe’.[43] In his estimation, ‘by means of these, Kew Gardens has in great measure attained to that acknowlegd superiority which it now holds over every similar Establishment in Europe; some of which, as Trianon, Paris, Upsala, etc., till lately vyed with each other for pre-eminence, without admitting even a competition from any English Garden.’

Masson’s second assignment, also authorised by Sir John Pringle, was to collect for Kew on the Atlantic islands of Madeira, and the Canaries, and in the British West Indies.[44] It is likely that Banks and Solander once again had a hand in deciding where Masson should go: they had both been to Madeira in 1768 on the Endeavour’s outward voyage and, during their stay from 12 to 18 September, had collected many plants that they brought back with them in 1771.[45]

Masson left for Madeira on 19 May and arrived there on 5 June 1776.[46] Around this time, Pringle, who was by now George III’s Physician Extraordinary, in addition to being President of the Royal Society, no longer had time for Kew.[47] Banks took over. He arranged Masson’s finances, sent him instructions and supplies, and, in return, Masson sent Banks plants and seeds and letters.[48]

In what might have been his first letter to Banks, dated 28 July 1776, Masson noted that he hadn’t yet explored very much of the island but he believed he had already found some new plants. He had about fifty plants for Banks and some seeds for Aiton.[49] Apart from that he said little: he remained a man of few words for the next thirty years.

Masson would have arrived well equipped to explore the botany of the Atlantic islands, especially Madeira and the Canaries. The islands’ plants were well represented in Sloane’s herbarium at the British Museum.[50] Both island groups were a common stopover for British ships, both naval and East India Company vessels, on their way into the South Atlantic. It was where they stocked up with wine and fresh fruits for the next part of the voyage. Those who were interested in botany helped themselves to the local flora. There was a good, if small, selection of plants from the area already growing at Kew.[51]

From the summer of 1776 until the summer of 1779, Masson stayed and collected in the Atlantic region – seeds for Aiton and plants for himself and Banks.[52] Madeira was the base where he spent most of his time when he wasn’t travelling. The itinerary he followed during this period began with a stay in Madeira which lasted for almost a year until May 1777; this was followed by a trip to the Azores, not planned originally but which Charles Murray, the British Consul in Funchal, who found Masson very convivial, convinced him he should visit.[53] Masson stayed in the Azores from late May 1777 to early December 1777, during which time he visited the islands of São Miguel and Faial – Johann and Georg Forster had collected on Faial between 14 and 19 July 1775 on the final homeward stretch of Cook’s second voyage, and might have discussed this with Masson – and São Jorge;[54] Masson left the Azores in December for the Canaries, via Madeira, and remained there until early October 1778, and from there he travelled back to Madeira, where he stayed until May 1779.[55] 

Because of a lack of plant lists, it is not possible to give a definite account of the shipments, but about one thousand plants, many of them new to European science, would probably be close to the mark. Collecting was not a problem. Masson went well off the beaten track where there was plenty to be found.[56] What was difficult was shipping his collections back to England. The problem, as he said himself, was that while he was in the islands the American revolutionary war was in progress on the other side of the Atlantic. American cruisers were present but not British naval vessels. He had to use whatever shipping was available: a Dutch ship on one occasion; on another a French brig on its way to Dunkirk with a stop at Portsmouth, and even a British privateer making its way back to Plymouth.

However the difficulties of this trip were as nothing when compared to those of his next destination, the West Indies.[57] Masson left Madeira sometime in the early part of 1779 for Barbados. What happened then is unknown, but at some time he went from there to Grenada, where he became embroiled in the war between Britain and France, France by this time fighting on the American side. The French assaulted and captured the island from the British in the early part of July 1779.[58] Masson was, in Banks’s words, ‘call’d upon to bear arms in its defence, which he did, & was taken prisoner’.[59] When he was finally released, he made his way to St Eustatius, a Dutch Leeward Island, between St Kitts and St Martin.

There he found some respite from the conflict and island-hopped, taking in St Kitts and Nevis but found that the people there were unsupportive of his efforts: ‘a philosopher’, he wrote, ‘is [a] monster of nature to the people in this part of the world’.[60] He then headed to Saint Lucia, where rains and an impenetrable forest kept his botanising to a minimum, but he was still able to put together a small collection of thirty plants for Banks. Then things went from bad to worse: in the early days of October 1780, a deadly hurricane hit the island and Masson lost the entire collection he had with him at the time, his clothes and papers, and almost his life.[61] 

Masson never gave up. Certainly the hurricane did not stop him. His next port of call was Jamaica. He had already been to six islands. We know that Masson was in Jamaica in March 1781 but not much more than that. He originally planned to try to get into central America from there but was unable to, presumably because of the continuing conflict. Instead, he finally made up his mind to return home and was back in London in November 1781.[62] 

Where to go next was always the question for Masson. In December 1778, while he was still in Madeira, Masson had written to Linnaeus’s son, also called Carl (the great Linnaeus had died in early January of the same year) mentioning that he had been in touch with ‘Mr. De Visme’.[63] Indeed, just before he left Madeira for the West Indies, Masson had informed Banks that he was sending the Canary Islands collection to Lisbon to that same De Visme who would then forward it to Banks.[64] So, it is not surprising that in March 1783, Masson went to Lisbon where he met several of Banks’s acquaintances, including Gerard de Visme, who was a central figure in the English merchant community, and whom Banks had met in November 1766 on his way back to England from Newfoundland and Labrador on HMS Niger.[65]

De Visme had a garden in what is now Benfica, a suburb of Lisbon, and it would seem that he invited Masson to write up a catalogue of the plants that were growing there.[66] When he saw the garden, Masson was not particularly impressed by it or its owner – ‘he knows little or nothing of Botany or natural history’, Masson wrote to Banks, ‘but possessed a very great share of vanity and conceit.’[67] Masson declined to do the catalogue. For his part de Visme was very proud of his gardening achievements, reminding Banks that he had seen his garden in its infancy when he visited Lisbon almost twenty years earlier. De Visme claimed to Banks that the reason Masson did not undertake the catalogue was that ‘he has worn himself out with fatigue, in roving over wild grounds, & sands, in search of new productions … I expect he will add one, to ye martyrs of Botany.’[68]

If he was worn out, as de Visme wrote, Masson certainly hadn’t finished travelling for not only did he visit Lisbon, but also southern Spain, Gibraltar, North Africa and Madeira again, though the order is not clear. He was back in London by late 1784 or early 1785.[69]

Whenever he returned, Masson, as we have come to expect, was not one to stay put for very long and so, on 16 October 1785, he boarded the Earl of Talbot in Portsmouth, an East India Company vessel heading to the Cape. He arrived at Table Bay on 10 January 1786.[70] Though his reception does not seem to have been as warm as it had been the first time, and though he expressed a wish to be sent to Madras, where there was a vacancy as the East India Company’s naturalist (see Chapter 5), he remained at the Cape.[71]

Masson had been sent to the Cape a second time, as he told Thunberg, to collect living plants for Kew, as opposed to herbarium samples and seeds, from the mountains in the environs of the Cape.[72] He did not always follow his orders, as he confessed to Thunberg, but ventured further into the interior. Banks knew this as he paid Masson’s bills and though he disapproved of him not fulfilling his instructions, there was little he could do about it.[73] Masson also failed to follow his instructions exactly as to what he collected: he often sent seeds, herbarium plants and bulbs, as well as the living plants he had been sent to get.

It isn’t clear how long Masson intended to remain at the Cape but it appears that no time limit was placed on his stay. On several occasions he complained to Banks that he hadn’t heard from him in almost two years, and he feared that the letters destined for him had ended up in India or Canton as the East India Company convoys often decided to bypass the Cape. Masson carried on as if he had been instructed to stay. He had no problems collecting new and unusual plants – to Thunberg he mentioned heathers, amaryllis and protea, plant varieties he had collected before, but emphasised that he believed he had found more than twenty new species of Stapelia, which he was going to include in a monograph he was planning.[74] The problems that he did encounter were that he couldn’t always find a ship on which to send his plants back to Kew. It wasn’t that there were no ships in harbour but rather that the ones that came in on their way to England, especially from India, were often so crowded with passengers, that there was no room left for plants.

William Aiton, for whom Masson had been working for maybe thirty years, died at the beginning of February 1793 (William Townsend, his son, took over the duties at Kew) and, from this point on, the tone of Masson’s letters to Banks changed. He now began referring increasingly to wanting to return to England and by October 1794, he started settling his affairs in preparation for a return voyage. On 17 March 1795, fearing that he might get caught up in a possible conflict between Britain and the Netherlands, he found passage on a returning East India Company ship, taking his collection of living plants that he had been growing in his garden at the Cape with him, and was back in England in August of the same year.[75]

As far as one can tell from the few references he made to it in his correspondence with Banks, Masson’s botanical haul was substantial – about one half of the number of geraniums growing at Kew by 1795 had been introduced by Masson.[76] It is also clear that of all the plants he collected he was particularly proud of the Stapelia. As he told Thunberg, he intended to publish on this group and during the quiet periods at the Cape, Masson arranged his collection and began to draw the individual plants. He brought this work to fruition in 1796 when his monograph Stapeliae Novae, describing new species of Stapelia, was published in London. The book was dedicated to the King and contained descriptions of forty-one species, all laid out in proper Linnaean fashion, in Latin, and illustrated in colour.

‘Still enjoying, though in the afternoon of life, a reasonable share of health and vigour’ was how Masson described himself, aged mid fifties, in the dedication to his monograph.[77] He also added that he was ‘anxious to recommence my employment as a collector’. 

‘I am ready to proceed to any part of the globe, to which your Majesty’s commands shall direct me. Many are the portions of it that have not yet been fully explore by Botanists.’ But where to? He had already been to the Cape twice, the islands of Madeira, the Canaries, the Azores and a number of West Indian islands. 

Banks recognised that Masson was not done with travelling yet. ‘Masson … is Fat & Cheerfull’, he wrote to a mutual friend in Lisbon, ‘he has already got his Travelling notions Returned into his head he says he does not mean to Settle yet & if a good climate is Proposed to him will readily undertake a new voyage.’[78]

Banks knew just the place for Masson. It was Buenos Aires and its hinterland in which Banks was very interested. On 10 April 1796, Banks wrote to the Spanish Ambassador in London asking for permission to send Masson to collect seeds for Kew.[79] Masson, Banks emphasised, would keep himself to himself, not enquiring into the local political situation: he had been collecting for the King for near thirty years and he had conducted himself in an exemplary fashion.

There was no such trip, probably because several months later Spain sided with France and declared war on Britain. If Banks had set his sights in a general way on the far side of the Atlantic, any place there associated with Spain was now out of the question. 

By the end of July 1797, he had decided to send Masson to North America, particularly Upper Canada. At the time Upper Canada, part of British Canada, consisted of what is now southern Ontario, and land which stretched westward following the shores of Lake Huron and Lake Superior until Lake Nipigon (west and north of here was the territory, called Rupert’s Land, ceded to the Hudson’s Bay Company in 1670): its European population, mostly recently arrived, stood at around 25,000. 

Banks arranged the necessary paperwork.[80] A set of instructions (now sadly lost) was drafted, and letters of introduction from the Duke of Portland, the then Home Secretary, to the several governors in the British part of North America (Lower Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia) were drawn up in case Masson ventured into these jurisdictions. A few days later, Rufus King, the American Ambassador in London, provided letters of introduction for his new country, the United States, giving Masson a clear run to venture wherever his collecting instincts took him, even down the Mississippi River.

The canvas was enormous. Masson decided to start at New York and proceed from there, but the voyage there did not start well.[81] He left Gravesend in September 1797. Somewhere in the Atlantic near the Azores, the ship was intercepted by a French privateer, then shot at by a French pirate ship, which then took and kept the ship: Masson and several crew were put on a ship heading for Baltimore and then transferred to another ship which finally landed them at New Haven, Connecticut.

Masson arrived in New York during the final week of 1797, after a gruelling four months at sea.[82] He spent the winter in New York and then in the spring of 1798, following Banks’s instructions, he worked his way up the Hudson and the Mohawk River until he reached the American settlement of Oswego on the south shore of Lake Ontario. He was heading westward along the southern shore of the lake, for Niagara, in Upper Canada, one of the first places to be settled by those British colonists who had remained loyal to the Crown during the American revolution.[83] Masson arrived at the small town, which had at the beginning of July lost its status as Upper Canada’s capital to the town of York (soon to be renamed Toronto), directly opposite on the north shore of Lake Ontario. He botanised in the area but stayed in nearby Queenstown in the house of a ‘Mr Hamilton’ (Robert Hamilton, merchant and judge) who took him in as his guest because ‘being a new place there was no decent lodging to be got’.[84] Masson wanted to travel to Detroit, at the western end of Lake Erie, but got no further than Fort Erie at its eastern end where he waited in vain for favourable winds to take him down the lake. Summer was quickly drawing to an end. He took the boxes of seeds he had collected and made his way across Lake Ontario to York and from there eastward to the much larger, older and more-established town of Montreal, in Lower Canada, where he arrived on 16 October 1798.[85]

Within a day or so of arriving, Masson learned that a vessel was ready to sail to Quebec, further down the St Lawrence River and, from there, he hoped to find another one scheduled to cross the Atlantic to Europe. It was probably his last chance to send samples of his collecting activities before winter set in and the ports froze. Masson sent a box of plants and a bag of ‘Zizania’, wild rice, especially for Banks.[86] 

For the next few years, Montreal was Masson’s base. It was a good choice. Not only did it send shipping to England either directly or by way of Quebec, but it was the headquarters of the North West Company, a fur trading business founded some fifteen years before Masson’s arrival by a group of enterprising Scots living in Montreal.[87] Each year some of the partners fanned out into what is now western Canada from their wintering base at Grand Portage (now in northern Minnesota), on Lake Superior, in search of beaver, and then in July they would return to their base where the partners from Montreal would be waiting for them to freight the cargo of furs back to the St Lawrence River.[88] Masson hoped to take advantage of this arrangement for his botanical purposes.

His hopes were realised.[89] During the summer of 1799, he travelled with the Montreal partners through southern Ontario to Georgian Bay, Lake Huron and finally Lake Superior to Grand Portage, Upper Canada, where the two sets of partners met. Here and on his travels Masson collected more than one hundred different varieties of seed. For his return trip to Montreal, he went back to Niagara where he collected examples of living plants, in order to send them to Banks from Quebec before winter closed in again.

In the following summer, Masson wanted to travel to Pittsburgh by way of Lake Erie but for some reason this did not happen.[90] Instead he returned to the northern Great Lakes and came back with another collection of living plants, including purple trillium.[91]

From what we can gather, Banks appeared to have been pleased with the collections he had received from Masson since his arrival in North America.[92] But then, two years later, Banks’s attitude to Masson appeared to have changed significantly. On 2 February 1802, Banks wrote to him saying that his collections had become disappointing, and that he was not venturing far enough to find new species. Banks had by then already received several hundred specimens, but many of them were not new.[93] 

Then there is a three-year gap in the surviving records. It seems there must have been some discussion of Masson returning to London but he was intent on staying, remarking that he was in very good health and was hoping to travel further down the Gulf of St Lawrence to collect.[94] This was in May 1805. 

By the end of the summer, Masson was clear that he was being recalled and though he continued collecting, including living plants during the summer, he did not seem to be disappointed to be leaving.[95] He intended to spend the winter in Montreal and then make his way home via New York in the following spring.

In the event, Masson did not come home. He died in Montreal on 23 December 1805 aged sixty-four. According to John Gray, a friend who was a Montreal attorney and merchant, with very close ties to the North West Company, Masson left few possessions: clothing, especially for the winter months, two maps, two journals, a few drawings, a tea pot and caddy. Gray specifically noted that alongside a small number of authoritative, Linnaean, botanical texts, was a copy, no doubt well-thumbed and annotated, of William Aiton’s Hortus Kewensis, published sixteen years before, which told Masson precisely which plants were growing in the royal gardens.[96] 

Masson went further and collected more, and over a longer period of time (thirty years) than any other collector associated with Banks. Much of what he did was on his own initiative. Banks described him as ‘indefatigable’: no one who met Masson had a bad word to say about him. 
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1779: Return to Botany Bay by Way of Southwest Africa

As Banks sifted through the vast collections made during the Endeavour’s Pacific voyage, several thousand specimens in all, he would have been reminded of the time he had spent in New Holland, at Botany Bay, and on the Endeavour River, in the period from late April to early August 1770, but few other people were interested. New Holland hardly got a mention in the press and when it did it was described as a hostile place, unlike Tahiti, which was described as paradise.[1] 

More information about New Holland became available at the end of September 1771, a little over two months after the return of the Endeavour, when an anonymous publication, A Journal of a Voyage Around the World, appeared in London, and told the story of Cook’s three-year voyage. In it New Holland came across as a very disagreeable place.[2] John Hawkesworth’s officially sanctioned publication in 1773, of what he called ‘Lieutenants Cook’s Voyage Round the World’, devoted many more pages to New Holland than the earlier publication: it painted a much more attractive picture of the country’s resources, but, it, too, had little positive to say of its inhabitants.[3] Two days later, the journal of Sydney Parkinson, the Endeavour’s artist, who had died on 26 January 1771 (as the ship was making its way back from Batavia to the Cape of Good Hope), was published – and it confirmed most of the previous descriptions.[4]

After that New Holland disappeared from the scene. 

Seven years went by. 

On 30 November 1778, following the resignation of Sir John Pringle, Banks, aged thirty-five, was elected, almost unanimously, President of the Royal Society.[5] In the early part of 1779, a few months after his election, Banks received an invitation from Sir Charles Bunbury, MP for Suffolk and Steward of the Jockey Club, to appear before his House of Commons committee to give expert evidence. This was Bunbury’s second committee investigating the general issue of crime and punishment in England. 

The first, which convened on 23 March 1778, was set up to assess the effectiveness of an Act of Parliament, which was given Royal Assent on 23 May 1776 and which authorised for the first time the use of hulks, disused naval warships and other vessels, to house prisoners on the River Thames.[6] The Act, the result of desperate government action on a very serious and growing problem of where to house prisoners, and discussed by prison reformers such as John Howard, parliamentarians and religious leaders alike, was passed as a temporary measure and would be in force for two years in the first instance.

Why the desperation and why was it temporary? In 1718, Parliament had passed the Transportation Act which authorised foreign banishment, specifically to the American colonies, as a punishment for serious crime, the term length, depending on the kind of crime, being either seven or fourteen years.[7] Between 1718 and the outbreak of the American War of Independence in 1776, about 50,000, men, women and children had already been disposed of in this way, ending up, for the most part, working on tobacco plantations in Virginia and Maryland.[8] But now, with war raging in the American colonies, there was nowhere to transport the prisoners. Hulks were considered a reasonable solution, especially as they provided the opportunity for hard labour, preparing ballast for ships; and the two years that the Act ran was viewed as a trial period. They interviewed several witnesses. These included Duncan Campbell, who ran the government contract for hulks, and Daniel Solander, who had paid an unannounced visit to the Justitia, a retired East India Company ship and the first ship supplied by Campbell as a prison, to inspect the accommodation. Bunbury’s committee concluded that the system was working well and should continue.[9] Once again the Act was passed and Royal Assent was granted on 22 May 1778.[10]

Not everyone in Parliament and among the public was satisfied with this conclusion – hulks were only absorbing a small proportion of the prison population and many believed the conditions on board, often fatal, were worse than those in the prisons. In response, on 16 December 1778, Bunbury was asked to convene a second committee to seek more detailed information on the number and condition of prisoners convicted of serious crimes in London and the southern English counties jails; to provide more information concerning conditions on the hulks; and, finally, and perhaps most surprisingly, to provide ‘A short Account of the Acts relating to Transportation, and of the Proposals which have been stated to your Committee, for recurring in some Degree to that Mode of Punishment’.[11]

Transportation was back on the agenda. Duncan Campbell was called again, this time to talk about transportation. For twenty years he had been taking British prisoners to Virginia and Maryland. He was asked for his opinion as to where he would send prisoners now. He answered that Georgia and Florida would be suitable but not for large numbers.[12]

On hearing this, the Committee ‘thought proper, therefore, to examine how far, Transportation might be practicable to other Parts of the World’.

It was time to call Banks. He was no expert on transportation but he was one of the few people in London who could speak authoritatively on another part of the world that might be suitable as a destination for those whose punishment, in the eyes of the Judiciary, was transportation.[13] 

The report of Banks’s appearance began thus: ‘Joseph Banks, [was] requested, in case it should be thought expedient to establish a colony of convicted Felons in any distant Part of the Globe, from whence their escape might be difficult, and where, from the Fertility of the soil, they might be able to maintain themselves, after the First Year, with little or no aid from the Mother Country, to give his Opinion What Place would be most eligible for such Settlement?’ Banks answered straight away that that place was ‘Botany Bay, on the Coast of New Holland, in the Indian Ocean, which was about Seven Months Voyage from England’.[14]

Then Banks explained his choice further. He spoke glowingly of Botany Bay. The climate was right – like Toulouse, he said – though he admitted he had only been there for a week when the weather was ‘mild and moderate’; the soil would be able to support large numbers of settlers, and sheep and cattle would thrive – there were no predators; fishing was good, water plentiful, and there was an abundance of timber. The inhabitants, he added, were few in number – no more than fifty in the neighbourhood he reckoned; they were willing to share their land (but not their produce). There were no Europeans anywhere nearby – ‘escape would be very difficult’. A settlement would begin to maintain itself after the first year, he asserted, though for the first year the settlers would need to bring all of their necessary provisions with them from England. Would the Mother Country reap benefit from this settlement, the Committee asked? Banks replied confidently that ‘if the People formed among themselves a Civil Government’, the population would grow, they would demand more European goods and, with a land mass exceeding that of the European continent, they ‘would furnish Matter of Advantageous Return’.[15] Banks made no mention of the Endeavour River area where he had spent seven weeks, considerably longer than at Botany Bay.[16]

This was probably the first time that Banks spoke publicly about Botany Bay. He was certainly an illustrious witness but one suspects that what he said made little impression. The real focus of attention, as an alternative to the American colonies, was a place much closer to home and with connections that went back more than a century – West Africa. Bunbury had invited six witnesses to speak about their experiences in this part of the world. Between them they had more than thirty years’ experience living and working on the coast. One of the witnesses, John Roberts, who had been in command of the West African trading and slaving forts for nine years, advocated an African penal colony – his preferred choice was a port, 400 miles upriver from the mouth of the Gambia River. He produced figures to back up his case that the overall cost of this penal colony would be less than the corresponding costs to keep prisoners on hulks. Two other witnesses were in broad agreement with Roberts while the three remaining witnesses were not in favour, citing especially the horrible mortality rates among Europeans. Transportation was not intended to be a death sentence.[17]

After taking expert evidence, Bunbury’s recommendation was that the laws governing transportation, which specified the American colonies as the destination, should be altered to include ‘any other Part of the Globe that may be found expedient’.[18]

As the revolutionary war across the Atlantic progressed, North America became increasingly closed as a destination for transportation: some convicts were sent to West Africa, typically to be enlisted there in the military, but there were few of them. Suggestions of where convicts should be sent were made from all quarters. Possible destinations included Nova Scotia and Newfoundland in Canada, the West Indies, British Honduras, Gibraltar, Menorca and St Helena, but none of these came to anything.[19] It may have been that the government was hoping that the war would be won and that transportation to the American colonies could resume as before. 

Nothing more was heard of Botany Bay.

Four years later, the subject of New South Wales, as it was now generally referred to, suddenly reappeared in Banks’s life. 

On 28 July 1783, from an address off Grosvenor Square in London’s Mayfair, James Matra wrote a letter to Joseph Banks. This was not the first time Matra had written to Banks but the subject of this letter was out of the ordinary, very different from his former concerns. He was very agitated.

Matra, or Magra, his birth name (he changed it in 1775), met Banks in 1768 on HMS Endeavour. Born in New York in 1746, one of three sons of a wealthy Corsican couple who had come to New York by way of Ireland, James Matra was drawn to the sea and served on several British ships during the Seven Years War (1756–63). A few more naval appointments followed on ships that took him to Chatham, Dublin and finally London. There, on 25 July 1768, he signed on as Able Seaman on HMS Endeavour. One month later, the ship left Plymouth for the Pacific.[20] 

Matra, who was promoted to full midshipman just before the ship arrived back in England, is hardly mentioned in the surviving journals. In his own journal, Banks acknowledges his presence but does not record his name, referring to him instead as ‘one of our Midshipmen an American’.[21] 

Less than a month following the return of the Endeavour, Matra was promoted but he chose not to pursue a naval career.[22] Instead he remained in London, probably spending some of the time in the company of Banks, Solander and those in their circle.[23] Six months later, though, a new career opportunity opened when he was appointed British Consul to the Canary Islands, based in Tenerife. He remained in this post until March 1775 when he returned to London, where, towards the end of the year he petitioned the King to have his name changed to Matra.[24] A short trip to New York followed and then in mid 1778, he accepted a return to consular life when he agreed to be Secretary to Sir Robert Ainslie, British Ambassador in Constantinople.[25]

Not particularly happy in this situation, Matra was back in London in July 1781. And it was here, as an exiled American Loyalist, a British subject who had remained loyal to the Crown during the revolutionary war, that he formed his grand design, the essence of which he shared with Banks in July 1783.

In his letter, Matra, who had been corresponding with Banks for several years, asked about rumours he had heard that there were plans being considered to settle New South Wales.[26] Matra had learned, he continued, that Banks was the guiding hand in one of these plans and added, as he had ‘frequently revolved similar Plans’, that he would ‘prefer embarking in such a Scheme’.[27]

There is no surviving evidence that Banks was involved; but Matra was probably correct that there was a plan afoot, which he attributed to Sir George Young, a senior naval officer, and Sir George Jackson, Second Secretary to the Admiralty.[28] One month after writing to Banks, Matra offered his own proposal to the government to settle New South Wales with American Loyalists and other free settlers, ‘an Object … which may in time, atone for the loss of our American colonies’.[29]

Matra’s proposal was wide-ranging and covered all aspects of how the settlement would be provided for and what its future would hold. The key point is that it would pay for itself, as it could grow the same economically useful plants that were already growing nearby in the islands of the East Indies to the benefit of other European nations – sugar, coffee, tea, indigo and cotton received special mention. Matra also pointed out, and in some detail, the strategic role, both political and economic, that New South Wales could play in a new Pacific region. He had the backing of ‘some of the most intelligent, & candid Americans’ for whom this proposal held out their best opportunity of re-establishing their lives. And what’s more, Matra had Banks’s full support.[30]

No sooner had Matra laid his ideas before the government than matters took an unexpected turn. Lord Sydney, the Home Secretary, met with Matra and laid before him the idea that was brewing in the Cabinet that New South Wales might be suitable for convicts punished with transportation. With negotiations completed leading to the signing of the Treaty of Paris between Britain and the newly established United States, the government had to look for a new destination for transportation. Matra was very enthusiastic about Sydney’s idea. ‘I believe’, he wrote in April 1784, ‘that it will be found, that in this Idea, good Policy & Humanity are united.’[31]

Events moved ahead very swiftly, because the number of people convicted of crimes in England was growing rapidly.[32] This was not the time to be concerned with a free settlement. Pressure on local prisons was becoming intolerable and the chorus demanding the government resume transportation was increasing in volume.[33] 

Even though, with Banks’s backing, Matra spoke glowingly of New South Wales, it was not at this time the government’s favoured option. North America was being reconsidered. On two occasions in 1783 and 1784, transportation was resumed clandestinely to Maryland but the experiment failed.[34] And then, at the end of 1784, West Africa, which had been discussed at the Bunbury Committee, became the government’s favourite choice, though it did not publicise the fact.[35]

When word got out that the government was seriously considering West Africa, opposition to the idea, especially from Edmund Burke, gained momentum – he and other Members of Parliament were convinced that West Africa was a graveyard for white people. Transportation, they reiterated, was a punishment, not a death sentence. The government paused and agreed with the idea put forth by Francis Seymour Conway, Lord Beauchamp, MP for Orford, that a committee should evaluate the government’s recommendation. Chaired by Beauchamp, the committee sought expert testimony on the suitability of West Africa as a penal colony. The government was looking for support to establish a settlement on Lemaine Island, four hundred miles from the mouth of the Gambia River. The specific legislation, the Transportation Act of 1784, was already in place. Unlike its earlier 1718 version, which specified the American colonies as the destination for transportation, this Act left it up to the government to decide on a suitable place of banishment. If everything went according to plan, then all the government would need to do would be to raise an Order-in-Council to specify Lemaine Island as the convict destination. 

As it turned out, nothing went according to plan. In its first stage of hearings, held between 26 April and 3 May 1785, the Beauchamp Committee heard one witness after the other pour scorn on the idea of transportation to West Africa.[36] In its first report, on 9 May, Beauchamp’s Committee confirmed that West Africa was unsuitable.[37]

In the second stage of its hearings, beginning on 9 May, the Committee widened its questioning beyond West Africa. One of the first to appear was James Matra. There was nothing surprising in this. Since he had proposed New South Wales as a settlement in August 1783, other influential people had added their voices to his, including Sir George Young, a prominent naval officer, and his brother-in-law Sir John Call, a military engineer and wealthy MP with wide experience in Indian affairs.[38] Matra appeared twice and repeated many of the claims he had been making for the past two years.[39]

Banks, too, was invited to give his opinion. It was a Q and A. ‘This Committee’, Beauchamp began, ‘would be glad to know where in your Voyage with Captain Cook it occurred to you that there were any places in the newly discovered Islands to which persons of such Description might be sent in a Situation where they might be able by Labour to support themselves?’[40]

Banks could have suggested a number of places where he had been: Tahiti, New Zealand, Endeavour River and Botany Bay. From this list of possibilities, he chose Botany Bay, in which he had spent the least amount of time. Why Botany Bay over the others? Banks never explained this. He may not have recommended New Zealand because the reception of the Endeavour by the local people was hardly friendly; he may have thought Tahiti too small and densely populated; and ruled out Endeavour River because its climate was too warm and too humid for the British constitution. In his answers to the committee’s questions, Banks spoke very highly of Botany Bay in much the same way as he had six years earlier in front of the Bunbury Committee. He reiterated his key observations: the land was fertile and there was fresh water; the climate was similar to that of Europe; the natives were not hostile, and in any case they were armed only with spears made of fish bones; they would make way for the newcomers. When asked about the provision of women for the male convicts, Banks answered that he did not foresee a problem: ‘I have no doubt’, he said, ‘that they might be obtained from the South Sea Islands at no other Expence than the Charge of fetching them.’[41] 

Banks repeated his observation that there were no ‘wild Beasts’ – or predators – and that though he had seen quadrupeds, they were unlikely to be a food source, unlike the plentiful supply of birds. Banks summed up his opinion succinctly: ‘From the Fertility of the Soil the timid Disposition of the Inhabitants and the Climate being so analogous to that of Europe I give this place the preference to all that I have seen.’[42] 

Matra and Banks made their case eloquently and with conviction. After all, they had actually been there. The Committee at this point were sufficiently convinced to ask for costings from other witnesses. When these were put before the Committee, it was clear that settling Botany Bay would be no more expensive than keeping convicts in hulks.[43] On the second to last day of the hearings, Matra was called back again – his third appearance – and this time the conversation turned to issues of procuring livestock for the fledgling settlement, and the competing claims to the territory from other European powers. Matra assured the Committee that livestock could easily be purchased from the Indonesian islands to the north and that Britain was alone in claiming the land.

Everything seemed to point to Botany Bay.[44] But then on 25 May 1785, the very last day of the proceedings, Sir John Call, who had previously authored a proposal to settle New South Wales, drew the Committee’s attention to a part of the world no one had yet considered – Das Voltas Bay in present-day Namibia.[45] Call, an MP and member of the Committee, had previously given evidence in the first stage of the hearings. Based on his acquaintance with the West African coast going back to the 1750s, he categorically dismissed the area as being suitable for transportation. But now, and at the last moment, he offered a new suggestion.

Within government circles, the idea of the southwestern coast of Africa as a convict destination was not entirely new. Commodore Edward Thompson, who was in command of the Africa station of the Royal Navy, had advocated it almost two years earlier, in July 1783, and then again just before the Committee’s proceedings began.[46]

The Committee never called anyone to testify on the suitability of this part of the world and the hearings came to an end as scheduled. Two months later, on 28 July 1785, the Committee reported its findings and recommendation to the House of Commons. Not a single word was devoted to Botany Bay. It is as though Banks’s and Matra’s exhaustive testimony had never taken place. Instead, the report concluded that on the basis of the evidence laid before them only Das Voltas Bay was suitable as a destination and eventually a settlement. As the report argued, both convicts and American Loyalists could be accommodated; the area had not been claimed by anyone else and lay in a good geopolitical space, with the Portuguese to the north and the Dutch to the south; Brazil, and its offshore whaling areas, was not far away; and the sailing time to England was reasonable.[47] 

Why did the Das Voltas scheme trump that of Botany Bay? The documentary record is unfortunately silent on this question. Speculations have taken the place of solid facts but these need not detain us here.[48] What matters is that less than a month after the report was made, on 22 August 1785, Lord Sydney, the Home Secretary, asked the Admiralty to send a naval vessel to the area, to judge its suitability for settlement and to find the most likely location for it.[49] 

It fell naturally to Edward Thompson to sail there and report back. Under the cover of a regular visit to inspect the British West African slaving stations, Thompson prepared to set sail in two ships. He carried secret orders that at an appropriate time he should send HMS Nautilus, the smaller of his two ships, southward towards Das Voltas Bay to survey the area.[50]

Banks was back in the picture, now advising the government
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Joseph Banks, oil portrait by Sir Thomas Lawrence, after 1795.
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Portrait of Sir John Barrow (1764–1848).
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Matthew Flinders, c.1800, watercolour miniature portrait. 
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Robert Brown. Line engraving by C. Fox, 1837, after H.W. Pickersgill.
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George Macartney and George Staunton. Pencil, pen and ink, wash and watercolours. Images taken from Album of 372 Drawings of Landscapes, Coastlines, Costumes and Everyday Life Made during Lord Macartney’s Embassy to the Emperor of China. Originally published/produced in 1792–94.

[image: Image Missing]

Daniel Charles Solander. Lithograph by Miss Turner after J. Zoffany.
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Arthur Phillip, oil portrait, 1786, by Francis Wheatley.
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Drawing of a flat peach made in Canton by John Bradby Blake and Mok Sau c.1773.
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Sketch by William Bligh of the plant nursery on HMS Bounty, 1787.
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Sketch of plant cabin on HMS Guardian, 1789.
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The mutineers turning Lieutenant Bligh and part of the officers and crew adrift from HMS Bounty, painted and engraved by Robert Dodd, 1796.
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HMS Providence and HMS Assistant at the Lizard, 1791, watercolour by Lieutenant George Tobin.
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William Alexander’s watercolour drawing of an opuntia and cochineal from Rio de Janeiro, 1792.
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Breadfruit, 1792, watercolour by Lieutenant George Tobin.
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White peony by an unknown Chinese artist, c.1794–6.
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A view of Funchal, Madeira, oil painting by William Hodges (1744–97).
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Transplanting of the bread fruit trees from Otaheite, painting by Thomas Gosse, 1796.
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The library at the home of Joseph Banks, Soho Square, undated drawing attributed to Ralph Lucas (1796–1874).
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Kew Gardens: the Pagoda and Bridge, 1762, oil painting by Richard Wilson.
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Cape Town, 1791, watercolour by Lieutenant George Tobin.
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Adventure Bay, 1792, watercolour by Lieutenant George Tobin.
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Point Venus, Matavai Bay, 1792, watercolour by Lieutenant George Tobin.
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Presidio at Monterey, c.1792, watercolour by William Alexander (after John Sykes).
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Friendly Cove, Nootka Sound, c.1792, watercolour by William Alexander.
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Qianlong’s court (showing George Thomas Staunton on one knee in front of the Emperor), 1793, watercolour by William Alexander.

[image: Image Missing]

A scene at Tientsin, 1793, engraving by William Alexander, The Costume of China, 1805.
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View of Sir Edward Pellew’s Group, Gulf of Carpentaria, c.1802, oil painting by William Westall.
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The European factories, Canton, 1806, oil painting by William Daniell.
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The road to the home of Baron von Langsdorff on the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro, 1817–18, watercolour by Thomas Ender.
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A panorama of São Paulo, 1817–18, watercolour by Thomas Ender.
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