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​1. Foreword
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Has The USA Learned Anything From Its Terrible War On Terror?: Is Israel Repeating USA’s Terrible Mistakes?

The 9/11 terrorist attack in the USA in 2001 and the subsequent ill-fated “War on Terror” waged by the USA have troubled and bedeviled US politics and foreign policies for over 20 years.

But, has the USA learned valuable lessons from all this?

Is Israel responding to its 9/11, the October 7, 2023 terrorist attacks by Hamas (10/7), in the same way as USA’s vengeful and unrestrained response to 9/11 - with overwhelming military force, terrible devastation, indiscriminate killing, and uncontrollable vengeance?

What are the consequences of all this?

What are the prospects for peace?

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​2. The 9/11 Terrorist Attack On USA
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The September 11 terrorist attack in 2001 by hijacking large airliners to crash into the New York city World Trade Center and the Pentagon must rank as the worst terrorism that the world has ever seen. That attack killed almost 3,000 people, including those on the planes and those in the buildings.

It was carried out by an Islamic terrorist group known as Al Qaeda that was opposed to the foreign policy of the USA in the Middle East, and the stationing of US and other foreign troops in these countries.

It dealt a massive shock to the whole American population and American politics.

USA's response to 9/11 was to immediately declare a war on terror, and launched a full-scale invasion of Afghanistan, which it accused of harbouring Al Qaeda that carried out the terrorist attack.

This unwise and unnecessary all-out war waged by the US against Afghanistan was to last for more than 20 years at a tremendous cost to the USA and its allies.

Indeed, the US government spent about US$2.3 trillion prosecuting this terrible war, which killed 2,324 US military personnel, 3,917 US contractors and 1,144 allied troops, in addition to the almost 200,000 Afghan deaths.

Alas, all this terrible cost seems to have been in vain as the war eventually ended with the victory of the radical Islamist Taliban which gained complete control of Afghanistan from 2024.
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​3. The Vengeful US Response To 9/11
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USA'S IMPULSIVE, UNRESTRAINED, and excessively vengeful response to 2001’s 9/11 had resulted in a horrible and costly 20-year long and futile Afghan war. 

This has now been recognized by most Americans and the world as a big mistake. 

A more restrained, rational, and intelligent response would have limited the terrible damages it caused to the USA, to Afghanistan, and to the world, and could have achieved a better outcome.

This grave mistake, together with president Bush's other illegal and disastrous Iraq war that he pursued from 2003, have exposed the myth of the invincibility of the military power and the hegemony of the USA, and have emboldened Islamic extremists all over the world to step up attacks on the US. This has also deepened the dangerous political polarization within the USA itself.

So, instead of nipping terrorism in the bud, US's aggressive foreign policies as pursued by president Bush against his seemingly implacable enemy of terrorism has plunged the world into deep disarray.

There is little doubt that this was the watershed moment of global terrorism.
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​4. Iraq War Aftermath And Rise Of ISIS
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One of the greatest driving forces for terrorism in the modern world was the illegal US war on Saddam Hussein's Iraq in 2003, ostensibly to remove Iraq's weapons of mass destruction.

In the aftermath of that war, with the destruction and complete disbanding of the Iraqi army and the resulting power vacuum created by the USA, a particularly brutal extremist Islamic group arose. ThIs group was to become the notorious Islamic State Of Iraq And Levant Syria (ISIL or ISIS) that carried out multiple terrorist attacks.

In early June 2014, following further large-scale offensives in Iraq, ISIL and their allies seized control of Mosul, the second most populous city in Iraq, the nearby town of Tal Afar and most of the surrounding Nineveh Governorate. It then went on to capture Baghdad.

At its peak, the brutal ISIS caliphate spans over most of Iraq and Syria. It also spawned multiple affiliates in Africa and Asia, drawing many young Muslims to join the war in the Middle East against the USA and its allies.

In 2014, ISIS terrorist attack at camp Speicher killed over 1,000 people. The Kobani Syria attack killed 223.

2015 Metrojet bombing in Sinai Egypt killed 224.

2016 ISIS Sharaban attack in Iraq killed 132.

2016 Baghdad ISIS attack killed 100, and another Baghdad attack killed 347.

2016 Jableh Tartus attack killed 184.

2017 Sinai attack killed 311.

Finally, in 2019, after many years of brutal wars and terrorism, ISIS' notorious leader Baghdadi killed himself when US troops closed in on him in his hideout in Syria's Idlib.

However, the war against terrorism was to continue for many more years in the region.

Even to this day, the US still maintains some 3,000 troops in Syria to prevent the pockets of remnant ISIS groups from regaining grounds there.
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​5. US Domestic Terrorism
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Within the USA, there were a number of terrorist attacks involving white extremists, dissidents, Islamists and others. Significantly, these incidents became more common after the 9/11 terrorist attacks of 2001.

Major incidents of domestic US terrorism recorded were:

1993 Waco cult Texas siege killed 86, by ATF and FBI.

1995 Oklahoma city bombing killed 168, carried out by McVeigh, Gulf war veteran, white supremacist, and an anti-US government dissident, to avenge Waco and other such events.

2009 A radicalized Muslim US army psychiatrist killed 13 colleagues in Fort Hood, Texas.

2013 Boston marathon bombing by Islamists killed 6.

2015 San Bernardino attack by an Islamist couple killed14.

2016 Orlando gay nightclub shooting by an Islamist killed 49.

2016-2024 School gun shooting violence from 2016 numbered about 50 cases per year, resulting in more than 520 deaths.

2025 New Orleans truck ramming and shooting killed 15, by ISIS-inspired Islamists
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​6. State Terrorism, Civil Wars And Wars Of Aggression
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Apart from the terrorism arising from the terrorist attacks by extremist religious groups and other extremist groups and individuals, there is the larger phenomenon of State Terrorism.

There are basically two types of state terrorism. 

Firstly, state terrorism against the state's own people. This includes the many terrible civil wars.

Secondly, state terrorism against foreign countries and peoples. This includes the various wars of invasion and aggression, and military interventions in civil wars and in geopolitical conflicts.

Certainly, state terrorism of major powers such as the USA, Soviet Union and Russia are always conducted in the midst of brutal wars against other countries, other peoples, and even their own people.

For the USA, the Vietnam war, the Korean war and the Afghanistan war include large numbers of atrocities and massacres against civilians of the foreign countries the US invaded. 

One of the most egregious massacres during the Vietnam war was the 1968 My Lai massacre by US troops that killed up to 500 Vietnamese unarmed civilians, almost all elderly men, women and children.

The extensive use of the carcinogenic herbicide, Agent Orange, by the US army in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia as part of its military strategy to defoliate forests and crops to target Vietcong guerillas during the Vietnam war was a particularly egregious form of state terrorism. It led to the death or permanent injury of some 400,000 people from their exposure to Agent Orange. In addition, some 2,000,000 people also suffered from illnesses caused by exposure and, tragically, half a million babies were born with birth defects due to the effects of Agent Orange.

The Khmer Rouge genocide of its own people in 1975-1979 killed an estimated 1.5 million people. Major countries including the USA, China and Vietnam had all contributed by their political and military support of different factions in the terrible civil war that had raged in Cambodia and that led to the unimaginably brutal Khmer Rouge genocide. 

Clearly, foreign intervention has alway played an important part in massacres and genocides perpetrated in any war-torn country. This should serve as a serious warning against such intervention.

The 1995 Srebrenica genocide perpetrated by Bosnian Serbs in the Bosnian war killed more than 8,000 Bosniak Muslims in the most brutal manner. This was despite the presence of international peacekeeping forces including the Dutch. It is a classical example of how civil war can be terribly devastating and how ineffective international peacekeeping forces can be.

The frequent use of killer and assassin drones since the Afghanistan war must be considered as a special form of state terrorism.

In the Soviet Union, there was the 1932-1933 man-made and politically “weaponized” famine in Ukraine that killed some 4 million people. And there was the 1940 Katyn massacre of 22,000 captured Polish military and other personnel in the Soviet invasion of Poland. 

More recently, for Russia, the 1994 first Chechen war and the 1999-2009 second Chechen war were prominent cases of state terrorism. The 2023 invasion of Ukraine by Russia represented state terrorism in its most vicious form as perpetrated by both Russia and Ukraine in the Russia-Ukraine war.

These are usually treated as war crimes, but they really are quintessential state terrorism against other countries and peoples.

In Africa, civil wars in Rwanda and Sudan had resulted in genocides of major magnitude, with  up to 0.8 million killed in the Rwanda genocide of 1994, and 200,000 deaths in the Darfur genocide from 2003.

In 2016-2017, the Myanmar civil war led to the killing of some 30,000 Rohingyas and resulted in some 0.7 million refugees who fled to neighboring countries. 

Clearly, rebellion and civil wars are not to be pursued lightly by any dissident groups in any country. The outcome has often been lengthy wars, massacres, genocides, and terrible misery for the people displaced as well as those who stayed. People should remember that there are better and more peaceful ways to resolve differences and disputes.
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