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Preface
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Every generation faces the same questions: Why do things feel so uncertain? Why do history’s mistakes keep repeating? And most importantly, how can we find meaning in a world that often seems like a broken record?

In There Is Nothing New Under the Sun, I invite you on a journey to discover that while life “under the sun” may be repetitive and sometimes frustrating, the God “above the sun” is constant, wise, and faithful. Through Scripture, history, and personal reflection, this book explores timeless truths that help us navigate the cycles of life with hope, wisdom, and purpose.

Whether you are a seeker, a skeptic, or a seasoned believer, my prayer is that these pages encourage you to anchor your life in God’s eternal character and to live with joy and meaning in every season.
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Chapter 1: History Repeats Itself
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Key Verse:
“What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.”
Ecclesiastes 1:9 (NIV)
The Ancient Rhythm of Time

F

rom ancient civilizations to modern superpowers, history pulses with a familiar beat. Civilizations rise, people prosper, pride swells, corruption grows, and collapse follows. In every generation, the scenery changes, but the storyline remains the same. The wisdom of Ecclesiastes pierces through millennia with a sobering truth: there is nothing new under the sun.

The saying “Nothing new under the sun” has proven itself true over and over again in my own life. It reminds me that many things we see today whether trends, people, or experiences have all happened before in some form. Through my personal observations, especially during my time in secondary school and university , I have come to realize how history repeats itself in subtle ways.

One of the clearest examples of this is with clothing trends. I remember seeing certain styles become suddenly popular, like baggy jeans, oversized T-shirts, or specific hairstyles. Everyone would rush to follow the trend, thinking it was something new and fashionable. But then, after speaking to teachers or even looking at old photos, I realized those styles had already existed many years ago. What we wore in 2006, others had worn in the 1990s or even earlier. Eventually, the trend would fade away only to return again a few years later with small changes. It made me understand that fashion is just a cycle, repeating what once was.

Another place I saw this pattern was in people. In secondary school, every year new students would join, and some of them would be called the most beautiful or the most handsome. Everyone would admire them or talk about them. But after they graduated, a new group would come, and the same thing would happen again. It made me realize that beauty is always present, but it shifts from person to person over time. The same attention one student receives today, someone else will receive tomorrow. It's not something truly new it’s simply a repeat of what always happens.

Even among the rich, I saw the same pattern. Some students came from wealthy families and enjoyed privileges others didn’t have. But after a while, they would leave school or face challenges, and someone else would rise to take their place. Rich people would come and go, just like the trends and faces around them. It showed me that even money follows a cycle it doesn’t stay fixed with one person or group forever.

From the time of the prophets in the Old Testament to the famous preachers of today, the central message of God’s word has not changed. Great preachers don’t invent new truths they simply bring the old truth to a new generation. Men like Apostle Paul in the early church, John Wesley during the revival movements, or Billy Graham in the modern era all preached messages based on the same gospel. Each of them lived in a different century, spoke in different styles, and faced different challenges but their core message remained the same: turn to God, repent of sin, love your neighbor, and walk in faith. This shows that truly, nothing is new under the sun.

In every generation, people struggle with the same human problems fear, pride, sin, suffering, doubt, and the search for meaning. The world may change in technology or culture, but the human heart remains the same. That is why the sermons of great preachers never go out of date. When  Bishop T.D. Jakes speaks of healing and emotional pain, or when  Bishop David Oyedepo teaches about faith and breakthrough, they are speaking to ancient needs in a modern voice. Their messages sound new, but they are not they are ancient truths repeating themselves for another time.

We even see patterns in the lives of preachers themselves. Some rise in popularity and influence, some face trials, and others fall. Just like in the past, today’s preachers also face temptation, criticism, and the pressure of fame. Some overcome; others stumble. Even here, we are reminded: nothing is new under the sun. The same challenges that faced preachers like Elijah or Jeremiah still face modern-day ministers. And yet, God continues to raise voices in every generation to carry on the message.

It’s also important to remember that no matter how great a preacher becomes, their time on earth is limited. As the saying goes, even the best dancer eventually leaves the stage. Billy Graham, Reinhard Bonnke, and other powerful preachers are no longer with us but their messages live on. New voices rise up, just as old ones fade away. The gospel remains, passed from one generation to the next. The cycle continues just as it always has.

Therefore , the lives and work of great preachers perfectly reflect the wisdom of Ecclesiastes: “Nothing is new under the sun.” The problems people face remain the same, and the truth of God’s word never changes. Preachers may come and go, but their message lives on because it speaks to something eternal in the human soul. Whether in the first century or the twenty-first, great preachers remind us that God’s word is timeless and always needed.

In conclusion, my experiences have shown me that indeed, there is “nothing new under the sun.” Clothes come and go, people come and go, even wealth and status rise and fall like waves. This has helped me view life more calmly, knowing that many of the things we chase or admire are simply returning in a different form. What once was will come again and what is today will one day be seen again in the future.

This declaration is not a call to despair, but an invitation to examine the predictable patterns of humanity and recognize the timeless relevance of divine wisdom. In this chapter, we explore the repeating cycles of history, the stubborn nature of human behavior, and how Scripture both records and redeems these patterns.

1. The Patterns of Power and Decline

History is filled with cycles of war and peace, prosperity and collapse. Nations rise in strength and fade in shame. Philosophies flourish, then wither under their own contradictions. Each generation believes it is advancing beyond the failures of the past, yet often repeats them with alarming precision.

Consider the empires of:

	Egypt, built on control and idolatry,

	Babylon, rooted in pride and decadence,

	Rome, driven by dominance and corruption.


Each enjoyed military, political, and cultural strength. Each eventually collapsed not from external enemies alone, but from internal decay. These patterns are not confined to history books; they reflect a spiritual law: pride precedes destruction, and forgetting God leads to ruin (Proverbs 16:18; Deuteronomy 8:19-20).

This pattern is even clearer when we look at power and leadership. History is full of presidents and leaders who believed they would never leave office. Some ruled for decades and were seen as untouchable. Leaders like Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, Muammar Gaddafi of Libya, and even Hosni Mubarak of Egypt once ruled with great power and confidence. Yet, all of them were eventually removed or overthrown. Power, like beauty and fame, does not last forever. These men once thought they would rule for life, but history had other plans. Again, we see: nothing is new under the sun. Power rises and power falls.

2. Human Progress vs. Human Nature

Modern civilization boasts unprecedented scientific and technological advancements. We have mapped the human genome, traveled to space, and live longer than ever before. Yet human character our fears


	Covet and compete,

	Lust for power,

	Hurt each other in the name of progress.







	Prospered under God’s favor,

	Forgot His commands,

	Followed idols,

	Suffered judgment,

	Cried for mercy,

	Were restored  only to fall again.





	Egypt enslaved the people of God and exalted false gods. Its strength was shattered by divine judgment (Exodus 7–12).

	Babylon captured Jerusalem, defiled holy things, and boasted in human might. It fell in a single night (Daniel 5).

	Israel, though chosen and beloved, repeatedly broke covenant. Their story reminds us that even those closest to God must guard against forgetfulness and pride.









	Listen to wisdom,

	Learn from Scripture,

	Live by the Spirit rather than by the flesh.
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