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It was a rainy morning.

Pitter-patter, pitter-patter, the raindrops danced on the window.

Little Mia and her brother Max started outside with big, curious eyes.

“Oh no, we can’t play outside!” Max frowned, crossing his arms.

“But rain is fun too!”  Giggled Mia, clapping her hands.

“Can we catch the rain in a bucket?” Max said to his mom.

“Wow, the trees are taking a shower!”  Mia is jumping.

Max and Mia, delightful ways of looking at the rain.
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By Yong Fenlon, publication year 2025, fiction, Toddler’s Picture Book.

Short sentences for early readers.

Repeated sounds like tap, splash, to engage toddlers.

i.e., example - The reason “Fwowers happy” is not a  spelling MISTAKE is that it reflects how a young child, like one-year-old Mia, would naturally speak as they are still learning to PRONOUNCE words correctly. At this age, toddlers often replace certain sounds with ones that are easier for them to say.

The word “flowers” is challenging for a baby because the “L” sound is tricky to pronounce early on. Many babies replace “L” with “W,” making “flowers” sound like “fwowers.”

This is a normal part of language development and is known as PHONOLOGICAL SUBSTITUTION, where babies simplify speech sounds to match what they can physically produce.

When I write a story for a baby character like Mia, it’s common to use these playful, phonetically accurate “mistakes” to reflect her age and stage of language development. This makes the character feel more authentic and relatable to readers familiar with how TODDLERS speak.

So, “fwowers” ISN'T A SPELLING ERROR – it’s an intentional way of showing how Mia says “flowers” in her BABY TALK!

Simple dialogue to mimic natural toddler conversations and reactions.

Focus on sensory excitement and sibling interactions.

Rainy days don’t have to be gloomy!

The story is simple yet full of fun moments that toddlers can relate to, making it perfect for a cheerful read-aloud story!

Join Mia, a curious one-year-old girl, and her big brother Max, a lively three-year-old, as they turn a rainy morning into a day full of laughter, imagination, and adventure. From jumping in puddles with their yellow umbrella to trying to touch a rainbow and waving at Mr. Sunshine, this delightful story reminds toddlers and their families that magic can be found in the simplest moments.

Mia and Max, a curious little sister and her big brother, are spending a rainy morning at home.

While they can’t play outside, they discover that rainy days can still be full of fun and laughter.

When the rain stops and the sun comes out to play, it’s the perfect ending to a wonderful, cozy day.

With its warm illustrations and playful story, Rainy Day with Mr. Sunshine is sure to delight little toddlers and their grown-ups. It’s a joyful reminder to find the sunshine, even on the rainiest days.

It was a rainy morning.

Raindrops tapped on the windows as Mia, a one-year-old with big, curious eyes, wiggled in her high chair.

Max, he is three-year-old big brother, stood by the window, frowning.

“Oh, we can’t play outside,” Max grumbled, crossing his arms.

Mia giggled, waving her spoon in the air. “Rain! Rain!”

Max signed. ‘It’s no fun being stuck inside.”

But then, Mommy had an idea. “Why don’t we make our own fun?” she said with a smile.

Soon, Max and Mia were busy. They built a blanket fort in the living room and pretended it was a pirate ship. They made paper hats and danced to silly songs. Mia clapped her hands, and Max laughed so hard his belly hurt.

“Rainy days aren’t so bad,” Max said, grinning.

By the time the rain stopped, the sun peeked out from behind the clouds, smiling down at them.

Max and Mia ran outside, their boots splashing in puddles.

“Look, Mia!” Max said, pointing to the sky. “The sun is back!”

Mia giggled. “Mr. Sunshine!”

Max held Mia’s hand as they raced around the yard. The grass sparkled, and the air smelled fresh and clean.

“Rainy days can be fun,” Max said, spinning in a circle.

“Fun!” Mia squealed, clapping her hands.

And as the sun shone brightly, Max and Mia knew that even a rainy day could bring the brightest smiles.
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Wake Up, Little Rain Clouds
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It’s a rainy morning; Max and Mia wake up to the sound of raindrops tapping on their window. Max frowns because he can’t play outside, but Mia claps her hands, excited by the sound of rain.
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Tap tap, pitter patter... tap tap...

“Wake up, little rain clouds!” whispered the sky. Raindrops danced on the windowpane, calling softly to Max and Mia.

Max, just three years old, stretched his arms and yawned. “The rain is so loud, Mia. Can’t it be quiet?” He rubbed his sleepy eyes.

But Mia, only one year old, wasn’t sleepy at all. She clapped her tiny hands. Clap clap!  “Rain! Rian!” she squealed, her face lighting up with excitement.

Mas frowned and pointed to the window. “It’s wet and gray. We can’t go outside! Rain is boring.”

Mia frowned and pointed to the window. “It’s wet and gray. We can’t go outside!  Rain is boring.”

Mia giggled and crawled to the window. “Tap, tap!” she said, her little fingers tapping along with the raindrops.

‘Why are you happy, Mia?” Max asked, tilting his head.

Mia pointed outside. “Splish splash! Puddles!”

Max peeked through the glass. The rain wasn’t just falling; it was making little rivers on the sidewalk and tiny puddles in the garden.

“Mama said puddles are messy,” Max mumbled. But when he saw Mia’s big smile, he couldn’t help but grin too.
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“Maybe puddles are fun...” Max said slowly.

“Fun! Fun!” Mia cheered, bouncing on her knees.

“Okay, okay,” Max said, holding up a finger like a grown-up. ‘But first, rain boots and raincoats. No mess!”

Mia clapped again. “Boots! Go!”

And so, Max and Mia got ready for their rainy adventure, but not yet.  The little rain clouds giggled as they watched the brother and sister stomp, splash, and laugh in their puddly world.

Splish splash. Tap tap. Pitter patter.

“Rain is fun!” Max said, spinning in a puddle.

“Rain!” Mia shouted, her tiny voice full of joy.

And the rain fell happily ever after for a day.

Chapter 2
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