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What?

Key Stage 2 SATs are the National Curriculum Assessments or Standard Assessment Tests that happen at the end of primary school for Year 6 pupils in England. The tests cover spelling, punctuation, grammar, reading and maths.

When?

Key Stage 2 SATs normally take place in early May after the school holidays. The tests start on the Monday of the testing week and run through until the Thursday. If pupils are unable to attend school due to illness or other issues, tests will be taken when they return to school. The tests are normally carried out first thing in the morning, but schools are free to choose when the test takes place.

Some schools choose to invite Year 6 children into school early each morning before the tests and provide breakfast for them. This is to allow pupils to arrive in good time, relax with their friends before the test and revise information that might be useful in the test that day.

Where?

The tests will normally be completed in school. Some schools administer the tests in a school hall, but more commonly schools will deliver the tests in multiple classrooms, libraries and other spaces in school. Schools often choose locations that children are familiar and comfortable with.

How?

SATs tests are paper booklets. Pupils are required to answer in the booklets using pencils, pens and other equipment that will be provided for them by the school, such as rulers and protractors. Pupils don’t need to bring anything of their own to complete the tests.

Each test has a set time limit and will be completed under test conditions.

Members of staff who are leading the tests may read certain parts of questions to pupils, but not support or prompt a pupil’s knowledge.

Why?

SATs are used to gauge whether pupils are leaving primary school and moving onto secondary school at an expected level or not. This is known as ‘working at the expected standard’. Scores from the test tell you whether a pupil is working below, at or above this expected standard and whether they are ready to access learning at secondary school.

Scores

Marks from the test papers are converted into a score. Scores are given on a scale of 80 to 120, with a score of 100 or more meaning that a pupil is meeting the expected governmental standard (but this equates to different marks for each paper).
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Timeline of the tests
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Monday

Punctuation and grammar – This paper has 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark.

Spelling – This paper has 20 questions. Each question is worth one mark. This test is usually carried out straight after the Punctuation and Grammar paper.
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Total marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar – 70 marks.
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Tuesday

Reading – This paper has approximately 35 questions. Questions can be worth one, two or three marks.

Total marks for reading – 50 marks.

Wednesday

Maths – arithmetic (Paper 1) – This paper has 36 questions. Each question is worth one mark. This paper will contain two long multiplication and two long division questions, which are worth two marks each.

Maths – reasoning (Paper 2) – This paper has between 21 and 25 questions. Questions can be worth one, two or three marks.
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Thursday

Maths – reasoning (Paper 3) – This paper has between 21 and 25 questions. Questions can be worth one, two or three marks.

Total marks for maths – 110 marks.
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Friday

No tests today. Relax, you are finished!

Top 10 Ninja SATs preparation tips

[image: ]


[image: ]


1Let's make a revision date

Time for a routine! Plan a little study time each day – short sessions work way better than last-minute craziness. Try to stick to 15-20 minutes max. But remember, your school will be doing everything to get you ready for SATs, so try not to worry about it!

2Create your super study zone

Find a cosy spot with good light for your study adventures. Less distraction, more focus!

3Get past papers in the game

Practice makes perfect, right? Try out some past papers to get the hang of how things work. It's like a sneak peek into the SATs world. Search for ‘KS2 SATs Papers’ online; there are many websites where you can download these for free.

4Put your phone and tablets away!

Phones, tablets and tech can be a major distraction. So, if you’re working in smart 15-20 blocks, just leave your gadgets in another room.

5Books, books and more books

Dive into cool stories and interesting facts. Mix it up with different kinds of books. Reading makes your brain super strong!
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6See the whole picture

Remember, the SATs tests check your learning from Year 3 to Year 6, so lots of the content is quite simple. You already know most of it, so don’t overcomplicate things. Use SATs Like a Ninja to focus on the areas you don’t feel confident with.

7Get moving with revision

Active learning is like a superhero move for your brain! Mix it up by creating some flashcards, or why not try teaching stuff to your buddy or even your pet?

8Fuel your brain with good stuff

Eat well, sleep tight and keep active. Your brain loves it when you treat it right. Healthy choices equal super study powers! Drink water, get as much sleep as possible and get outside and exercise.

9You're a learning superstar

Mistakes are just stepping stones to being a genius. Keep going, and remember, you're a learning ninja in the making!

10Chill time is a must

Break time! Plan breaks during study sessions, and make sure you have time for your favourite stuff and most importantly, get outside. A happy mind is a smart mind!
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You've got this! SATs are just a little adventure on your learning journey. Stay positive, do your best, and don't forget to high-five yourself for being awesome!
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English grammar, punctuation and spelling: Paper 1
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Test details

Test day – Monday

Time allowed – 45 minutes

Number of questions – 50 questions. Each question is worth one mark. 50 marks total.

The marks for this paper are combined with the marks for the spelling paper to give a combined grammar, punctuation and spelling mark out of 70.

Layout and appearance

The grammar and punctuation paper looks like this. You will find multiple questions on each page.
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Example questions

The grammar and punctuation paper asks you to answer questions in different ways. It might ask you to tick a box, circle a word or phrase, underline a word or phrase, and so on.
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NINJA TIP:

It’s really important to answer the question in the way in which you are asked to. If it asks you to circle a word, you need to circle a word.
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