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The story of Chess in the
Shahnameh is rich and full. 
Firdowsi has given out a thorough
account of the story 
in his masterpiece which was
compiled and written 
1000 years ago.
Here Baktash
Khamsehpour has eloquently translated a small
portion of the whole story. The part that
describes the arrival of chess into Iran from India. The
Shahnameh (
Kingbook ) consists of some 60,000 verses and
contains the
mythology and history of Iran in epic form. It
is considered
as one of the greatest epics of world 
literature. In the
translation of this short piece taken 
from the story of chess
within the Shahnameh, Baktash Khamsehpour has tried his best to duplicate the
verses from Persian into English in terms of meaning,
style and structure. This translation was made in 1992 in Boras,
Sweden.
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Such said teacher one day
king, 

Roman silk adorned
morning, 

Crown put over teakwood
throne, 

All teakwood ivory all
ivory crown, 

All moon tower all time
king, 

All his hall army
being, 
Teachers guards full in palace, 
From Balkh Bami every
place 
Such was notified king of the world, 
From detectives awake
was told, 
Messenger came from Indian King, 
Elephant with umbrella
riders sing, 
Camel load thousand with
him, 
Seeks way near king trim, 
As soon as heard this
wise king, 
Sent some corps for greeting, 
As he came near King of
kings, 
Messenger of famous king of things, 
According to noble
custom praised, 
Creator of all world he
raised, 
Offered lots of jewels to the king, 
Elephant with umbrella
and ear ring, 
Ornamented Indian
umbrella with gold, 
On it woven some jewels
hold, 
Top of load opened in front of the hall, 
Brought all at once for the royal, 
So much silver and gold
was in the load, 
From musk ambergris
aloes wood, 
From ruby diamond Indian blade, 
All Indian blades were
sharp made, 
That which rise from Ghannooj and Mie, 
With ten hands and feet
brought by, 
Front of throne all laid, 
Attention lucky
conqueror chief paid, 
That in which rajah had
suffered, 
The Kaiser fully treasured, 
Letter brought on silk
then, 
Written to Nooshinravan in Indian, 
A seat chess turned into
pain, 
Has emptied from pain chess wealth gain, 
From Rajah such gave
message, 
That till world turns you be passage, 
The one who science
toils more, 
Come on order chess seat adore, 
Set up and bring counsel
everyone, 
That this excellent game is well done, 
Knowing all pieces with
name, 
How must move which house aim, 
Knowing pawn elephant (
bishop ) army showing, 
Rook and knight minister
( queen ) and king, 
If they solve this
wonderful game, 
They exceed wise men's
fame, 
All that tax and tribute for Shah, 
We shall send well to
Persia, 
And if renowned men of Iran present, 
From this science all
get impatient, 
Since with our wisdom
cannot endure, 
From this land don’t
want tax more, 
The same tax also you
must agree, 
Science better than name taker free, 
Listened carefully
Kaiser to his speech, 
The
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