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Introduction 

The Lord JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, just before concluding HIS earthly ministry and service, made a startling announcement to HIS chosen servants and disciplesas recorded in the Gospel of St. John 14:15 – 17, HE thus charged them and declared, “If you love ME, keep MY commandments. And I will pray the FATHER, and HE shall give you another COMFORTER, that HE may abide with you forever; Even the SPIRIT of TRUTH; WHOM the world cannot receive, because it sees HIM not, neither knows HIM.” HE further went on to tell that, they do know HIM; for HE dwells with them, and shall be in them.” In this scripture portion, JESUS gave unto HIS disciples both a promise and a condition. The condition was love. HE told them what kind of love that HE requires, and desires from them and from whosoever shall believe in HIM, and this was that they should keep HIS commandments; or rather they should love HIM by keeping HIS commandments. It’s as though HE was revealing unto them and us HIS love language, seeing that HE is the WORD of GOD which is GOD. HE is loved by being obeyed. HE further assured them that, those that love HIM in this manner of keeping HIS commandments, HE HIMSELF will pray to the FATHER for them, and the FATHER will give them another COMFORTER. HE also explained to them WHO this comforter is when HE told them that, HE is the SPIRIT of TRUTH, WHOM the world cannot receive because the world neither knows nor sees HIM. JESUS then startled them by revealing to them the fact they are already acquainted with the Comforter WHOM HE would send, because HE already dwells with them in CHRIST JESUS of Nazareth, and not only that, but HE shall be in them. 

In thismanuscript, we aim to achieve two objectives, firstly will do a review of the requirements stipulated in order to receive the HOLY SPIRIT, and secondly, and most importantly, we want to determine what the guidelines to follow are, in order to cultivate a deep and an intimate relationship with HIM. In the second chapter we want to look into some of HIS attributes. All of this will be done with the hope of cultivating a deep, intimate, enduring and satisfying communion and relationship with the HOLY SPIRIT. We will do this hoping that through this relationship and in partnership with the HOLY SPIRIT, we will be instrumental in fulfilling GOD’s purposes in the earth, and in our generation, by the anointing and the power of the HOLY GHOST.  

Chapter 1

The criteria to receive the HOLY SPIRIT

JESUSCHRIST our Lord and Saviour was upfront in informing HIS disciples, as recorded in scriptures, who will be eligible to receive the HOLY SPIRIT. HE told them frankly that HE will pray to the FATHER to send the HOLY SPIRIT only to those that love HIM according to HIS love language, which is obedience to all HIS commandments (Matthew 28:18 – 20, John 14:15, 21 -23). Those that really love the LORD occupies themselves with searching and obeying HIS will which is HIS WORD and HIS commandments (2 Timothy 2:15, Matthew 7:21). When a believer has proven themselves to the LORD in this manner, the LORD JESUS HIMSELF petitions the FATHER to send the HOLY SPIRIT to such a one. Why was it so important to JESUS that HIS disciples receive the HOLY SPIRIT? The reason is found in the manner in which HE introduced the HOLY SPIRIT to them. First and foremost, the LORD introduced the HOLY SPIRIT to them as Another Comforter. This means that HIS disciples regarded JESUS as their comforter. Having lived in the earth during the period in which Israel was enslaved to the Roman Empire, and were subject to different types of persecutions and taxing, the revelation of JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, their promised MESSIAH brought them great hope and joy. This hope in HIM brought them comfort in that they knew things will never remain the same again forever. Thus, before HIS ascension to heaven the last question they asked HIM was, ‘LORD, will YOU at this time restore the kingdom back to Israel again’ (Acts 1:6), expecting HIM to restore Israel’s sovereignty again, but little did they know that the LORD had greater things in store for them than just the earthly kingdom. This shows that they were living in anticipation of the great things HIS coming presented. HIS intention however was to restore the dominion that was lost by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden when they fell into sin, back to the saints of GOD (Psalm 149:5 – 9). So, being with JESUS brought them great Comfort and they also realised the possibilities HIS presence presented to the earth. So, the HOLY SPIRIT, WHO is the Comforter, would continue with the enterprise of JESUS CHRIST in the earth, and this time with them and through them.

How to know the HOLY SPIRIT?

The Lord JESUS introduced the HOLY SPIRIT as the SPIRIT of TRUTH. Having already informed them earlier in the 6th Verse of our theme chapter of John 14, that HE, JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth HIMSELF is the WAY, the TRUTH and the LIFE. HE now also introduces the HOLY SPIRIT to them as the SPIRIT of TRUTH. This is huge. It means that whatever JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth is, the HOLY SPIRIT is the same and is the SPIRIT behind what HE is. The HOLY SPIRIT is the SPIRIT of the GREAT I AM that IAM of Moses, the GOD of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Whatever the FATHER in heaven is, JESUS CHRIST is the same and likewise, the HOLY SPIRIT and this applies the other way around. So, if JESUS of Nazareth is the TRUTH and the HOLY SPIRIT is the SPIRIT of TRUTH, that means that the HOLY SPIRIT is the SPIRIT of what JESUS of Nazareth is, or rather, what JESUS is in the SPIRIT form. Thus, HE says in 2 Corinthians 3:17, “Now the LORD is that SPIRIT: and where the SPIRIT of the LORD is, there is liberty.” So whatever JESUS is, the HOLY SPIRIT is the same and the SPIRIT of the same, likewise with the FATHER. Thus, JESUS asked Phillip, have I been so long with you and yet you have not known ME Phillip, how can you ask ME to show you the FATHER (John 14:9). What you are seeing when you are looking at ME is what the FATHER is. This means that there is a profound and intricate ONENESS in the GODHEAD. JESUS CHRIST is the WORD of GOD WHICH is GOD, the HOLY SPIRIT is SPIRIT of GOD WHICH is also GOD, and the heavenly FATHER is GOD, and these three persons is ONE LORD (Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:190). 

JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth is the TRUTH (John 14:6) and the HOLY SPIRIT is the SPIRIT of TRUTH (John 14:6) and the TRUTH (1 John 5:6). Whatever GOD the FATHER is, HIS SON JESUS CHRIST is the same (John 14:9 – 10), and so is the HOLY SPIRIT (2 Corinthians 3:17). Whatever a person knows about our FATHER WHO is in heaven, JESUS CHRIST HIS SON is the same and so is the HOLY SPIRIT, and whatever is known about JESUS CHRIST is what is known about our FATHER WHICH is in heaven and the HOLY SPIRIT (John 14:10, Luke 4:18).I am making an emphasis here so that this can be both clarified and simplified, that one should understand that in whatever form of person of the GODHEAD GOD chooses to reveal HIMSELF or operate by, it is still the work and the representation of the whole GODHEAD, and thus due reverence must be rendered to whichever member of the Triunity is present. Having the HOLY SPIRIT living in us should make us both glad and afraid, understanding the delicacy of ministering and living before the Living GOD, and what might happen to us as a result of rebellion. Remember what happened to the two sons of Aaron (Leviticus 10:1 – 3). 

The disciples of JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth got to know JESUS by faithfully and wholeheartedly following HIM, being taught and trained by HIM until they had intimate relationship with and knowledge of HIM. They became so intimately engaged with HIM up to a point where John the beloved apostle could even lean against HIS bosom while they were eating. Now when we come to the 17th verse, the Lord JESUS, after promising them the HOLY SPIRIT if they continued loving HIM in obedience to HIS commandments, HE then turned unto them and said to their dismay, ‘you know the HOLY SPIRIT!’ How can the LORD make such a startling statement, when did they meet the HOLY SPIRIT in order to know HIM? The answer to this is that, when they met the Lord JESUS of Nazareth beside the Sea of Galilee, or on the roadside and wherever HE met and called them, they did not only meet with the Lord JESUS CHRIST, but they met the fullness of the GODHEAD (Colossians 2:9) which consists of GOD the FATHER, HIS SON JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth and the HOLY SPIRIT (Matthew 28:18). In the fifth book of Moses called Deuteronomy 6:4 it is written, “Hear O’ Israel YHVH/JEHOVAH our GOD is ONE LORD.” GOD can never be separated, when you meet ONE, you meet all. This means that, everything they knew about JESUS is what they knew about the HOLY SPIRIT. Thus, HE even went further on to tell them that, they did not only know the HOLY SPIRIT, but they had also seen the HIM, and this took place when they saw JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth. Every day while seeing, touching and hearing JESUS of Nazareth teaching, healing, performing miracles, signs and wonders, loving people, compassionate and kind, to their dismay, they were also looking at our heavenly FATHER WHO is JESUS CHRIST doing the same things at the same time, likewise the HOLY SPIRIT WHO was with them in and on JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth. this is very deep, if it was in the book of Psalm I was going to say, Selah! which means stop and think/ponder/consider. This is the reason why JESUS’ reply to Phillip when HE requested to be shown the FATHER was, I am paraphrasing, ‘how long have I been with you Phillip and you have not known ME? How can you ask ME to show you the FATHER, don’t you know that by looking at ME you are seeing the FATHER?’ Using the same analogy, HE thus explained unto them WHO the HOLY SPIRIT is, and none of them asked for any further clarity, because they had grasped and understood the principle. 

In order for anyone to be able to distinguish between the HOLY SPIRIT and the other spirits, a person must acquaint themselves with the LORD JESUS of Nazareth WHO is the WORD of GOD, which is the TRUTH (John 1:1, 17:17). When the HOLY SPIRIT comes, HE comes bearing witness to the TRUTH, for HE is the SPIRIT of TRUTH, and this TRUTH always leads to the FATHER WHICH is in heaven (John 14:6). If the end result of any ministration, preaching, teaching and prophesying does not endeavour to accomplish this feat, then it is not inspired by the HOLY SPIRIT, HE always testifies to the TRUTH, and this TRUTH always leads us back to the FATHER, fulfilling the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).  

The HOLY SPIRIT is the power behind the WORD of GOD, and this WORD of GOD is JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, WHO likewise is GOD (John 1:1). When a person knows JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, the WORD of GOD, and HIS operations, the power behind those operations is the HOLY GHOST by WHOM GOD anointed HIM to be able to do what HE does, thus they inevitably know the HOLY SPIRIT. Thus, the Lord HIMSELF declared, “the SPIRIT of the LORD/the HOLY SPIRIT is upon ME.” The FATHER WHICH is in heaven anointed/enabled JESUS CHRIST by the HOLY SPIRIT to preach the gospel to the poor, to heal the sick, to raise the dead, cleanse lepers and to perform
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Who is the HOLY SPIRIT?

Another comforter


The conceiver/overshadower 




The SPIRIT of TRUTH


THE SPIRIT of GRACE and Supplication


Spirit of adoption


The power from on HIGH


The anointing that abides


The teacher


The SPIRIT of GOD and the SPIRIT of CHRIST


The SPIRIT of life, resurrection power
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The work of the HOLY SPIRIT outlined
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The kingdom of heaven suffers violence
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Taking the Kingdom of heaven by violence



The ROD of HIS strength



Following the example of our LORD



How to take the kingdom of heaven
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Witnesses vs. preachers



Preachers 
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The cry of a Seer/prophet- Turn us again O’GOD

When the body is detached from the head




The cry of the Seer



The Plan of GOD for Israel and the earth


	GOD was going to subdue their enemies, 

	HE would have turned HIS hand against their adversaries,

	The haters of GOD/evil spiritual forces should have been submitted under Israel,

	Their time/dominion would have endured forever,

	GOD would have fed them with finest wheat,

	HE would have satisfied them with the honey out of the rock.
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