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Painting a Dietrich’s Diver into the night, one of my favorite patterns and times to paint.






CHAPTER 1

Anatomy
OF A BUG

The anatomy of a bug is important to the performance and success of the bug from its orientation and action in the water to its castability and fish-holding ability. Experiment and tweak your designs until you get what you want. Often, my bugs go through several alterations based on actual fishing performance before I’m happy; tank testing can give a rough idea on the bug’s potential, but actual casting and fishing is a must in my book.

Many materials are available to choose from when creating a bug. The variations range from types of floatation materials to myriad dressing adornments, including sizes and styles of hooks. I’ll go through all that I am familiar with to provide you with an idea of the options you have when it comes to bug making. I’ll start with what I consider foremost and build everything else upon it—the hook.


Hooks

The hook is the foundation of your bug and should be carefully selected, as it will determine the size, action, hooking, and fish-holding ability of the finished bug. In the early years of bug making, double hooks made for salmon flies were often used to help prevent the finished head from twisting around on the hook. Later, in the early 1900s, B. F. Wilder of New York developed a hook with a small piece of sheet metal soldered to the shank. This method was used by tiers who had the capability to solder, such as Joe Brooks, who claims in his book Bass Bug Fishing (1947) that the soldered tin prevented cork heads from twisting better than the more-modern hump shank hooks and continued to solder a tin paper clasp onto his bug hooks. Additionally, in the first half of the twentieth century, tiers would routinely wrap thread around the head and glued-in hook for added durability.


[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg]
Typical components of a popping bug.





[image: chpt_fig_002.jpg]
Kink/hump shank hooks. Left side are made today; from the top down: Mustad CK74SS size 2, CK52S size 2, 33903 size 2; Wapsi WPP1 size 1. The latter is from the Lightning Strike series and is stainless steel with a glare-reducing black nickel finish, also known as “titan finish”; fly shops that carry Wapsi products can procure these for you. Hooks on the right are no longer made but can sometimes be found online. From the top down: Herter’s Gaelic Supreme 7029RK size 2, Mustad 33917 size 1/0 (open medium ring, tinned), Mustad 33900 size 1/0, and Mustad 33975 size 1 (turned-down eye).



Cal McCarthy, a Chicago fly tier, is said to have invented the hump shank hook, but I haven’t found an exact date for its creation. Based on some old poppers that used hump shank hooks, I’m guessing the invaluable hump shank hook was available to fly tiers in the late 1920s or early ’30s. A hump shank hook, most commonly referred to today as a kink shank hook, will have one or two V-shaped kinks in its shank. The kinked shank helps prevent the head from twisting once glued in place. The single-kink shank has the kink pointing up away from the hook point and can be inserted into the body, allowing placement of the hook shank and eye as near to the bottom as you wish. The double-kink shank has one kink pointing up and one pointing down into the hook gape. While the down-facing kink requires the hook to be pushed farther up into the body, it can still be angled so that the hook eye is at the bottom of the face of the bug. The double-kink shank hook will typically be a longer hook than the single-kink shank and will place the hook point farther back from the head, which is usually a desirable attribute.

With the strength of today’s glues, a kinked shank hook is not a necessity when making bugs; almost any hook can be used successfully with a little shank preparation. This is especially helpful for saltwater bugs, where corrosion resistance is desired and you have a favorite hook for holding up to your particular quarry.

When using a smooth shank hook, it should be prepared in a way to ensure the glue holds on to it, preventing it from twisting loose inside a finished bug. Some smooth shank hooks will stay put with no preparations, but the results are inconsistent. I have tested both prepared and unprepared hooks glued into the same-material head using the same glue twist inside the head. By scuffing up the shank and open-spiraling some material to it, I’ve noticed more consistent holding results. When using a non-kinked shank hook, the glue will get a better bite on the hook and help prevent twisting if it is scuffed up using an abrasive tool. It is also prudent to add open-spiral wraps of heavy thread or micro chenille to the shank.


[image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
I often use straight shank hooks for making bugs. Left side from the top down: Gamakatsu SP11-3L3H size 1/0 (tinned), Sakuma 430 size 1/0 (stainless), Gamakatsu B10S Stinger size 1/0, Daiichi 2370 size 2 (7X long streamer with tapered loop eye). Right side from the top down: Mustad 34011 size 1, 34007 size 1 (stainless or Z-steel), 3366 size 1/0, 3665A size 2 (7X long streamer).






PREPARING STRAIGHT SHANK HOOKS FOR GLUING


[image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]


1. The scuffing of the straight shank is to remove the smooth factory finish; it does not and should not create deep grooves. An emery board, fine sandpaper, or a fine file such as the EZE-LAP Diamond Hone & Stone sharpener paddle is ideal for removing the factory finish without damaging the hook integrity.


[image: chpt_fig_005.jpg]


2. After scuffing, open-spiral-wrap some heavy thread, micro chenille, or vernille onto the area where the head will be glued. For heads with a wide hook slot, I like using micro chenille or vernille started at the rear and tied off at the front.



[image: chpt_fig_006.jpg]


3. When the hook slot is narrow enough for the plain hook to fit into, I like using heavy thread such as 210-denier. Start the thread just back from the hook eye and open-spiral to the rear, covering the area where the head will be glued, and then crisscross wrap back to the front.

Note: When gluing into the head, saturate the wrapping with your favorite adhesive so it goes through the material down to the shank; otherwise, you will just be gluing the chenille or thread to the inside of the hook slot and the hook will spin inside the chenille or thread. I prefer a medium-viscosity cyanoacrylate (CA) glue, although sometimes I’ll apply thin-viscosity CA and let it dry before gluing into the head. Use whichever method you are comfortable with or the glue you have on hand; either method works.


HOOK SELECTION

Now that we’ve reviewed the hooks I use for making popper heads, let’s talk about factors that go into my hook selection. First and foremost is to select a hook size for the fish I will be after. Next is the length of the hook and choosing between a long or short shank, which can depend on whether you will be using a pre-shaped head or making a head from scratch to fit the hook. Hook size relative to body size will affect the orientation of the bug head in the water and provide different lengths of bare shank behind the head for your dressings.

With all of these hook options, the ever-creative fly tier and quirky fly fisher inevitably has notions of popper sizes, shapes, and fishing conditions that a standard hook just won’t accommodate. This is where the tube fly concept can be handy as well as using stainless steel wire bent to shape, as many crankbait lure makers do.




FLOATING TUBE FLY

With the tube fly concept, a head and dressing is glued and tied to a rigid tube. The tippet is inserted through the tube, and the hook of your choice is attached. Most tiers using this method prefer a light-wire short shank hook so that it has the least impact on the head’s orientation in the water. When using this method, be sure to leave a short length of rigid tube extending forward of the fly head and rearward of the tail dressing in order to accommodate the softer flexible tubing that will help protect your tippet in the front and serve to secure the hook eye in the rear.


[image: chpt_fig_007.jpg]
Different hooks in same head. This photo shows different styles of size 6 hooks and how they appear mounted in the same Wapsi head. From left: Mustad 3366, 33903, 34007, and CK52S (this is the hook that comes with the popper heads) and Gamakatsu B10S.





[image: chpt_fig_008.jpg]
Jeff Creamer’s floating tube fly. Jeff Creamer, a talented young tier from Athens, Ohio, makes an effective fly he calls the Plopper. Jeff started tying when he was twenty-three years old and soon found he was able to create bugs to fit his specific fishing grounds. Jeff is extremely creative and technically capable, which enabled him to come up with the Plopper to fish in heavy cover where the bass in his local pond like to hang out.




[image: chpt_fig_009.jpg]
On the left is a rigid plastic tube to which the floating head is glued. On the right is flexible tubing, which will be stuck onto the front and another piece sized the same will be stuck onto the rear of the rigid tube. Lengths would be commensurate with the size of the intended fly head.






EXTENDING A HOOK

Bugs with long bodies or special shapes can require hook extensions, which can be custom-made using stainless steel wire like that used in making spinner baits. Also, commercially available articulated shanks come in various lengths and work very well, and will save time in making an extension from scratch. Of course, those shanks are self-explanatory, so I will just demonstrate how to make a custom extension for my fellow masochists that enjoy doing things from scratch.


[image: chpt_fig_010.jpg]


1. Starting with a stainless steel wire with a line tie loop, place it and the hook next to your bug body to determine the length extension needed. Mark the extension wire with a felt-tip pen even with the inside of the hook eye.


[image: chpt_fig_011.jpg]


2. Bend the wire at the mark. Here I’ve made a jig to bend the wire for this particular minnow body so I don’t have to measure each time.


[image: chpt_fig_012.jpg]


3. Finish bending the tag end completely back toward the new line tie / hook eye and clip the tag end approximately one-half the length of the extension. Slip the hook eye onto the extension tag end and check the length against the bug body.


[image: chpt_fig_013.jpg]


4. Put the wire hook extension in your tying vise and slip the hook onto the tag end of the extension. In this example, the hook has a weedguard tied on.


[image: chpt_fig_014.jpg]


5. Start your thread (Danville Plus or equivalent such as 210-denier) on the extension and wrap over the extension tag end to secure it to the extension.


[image: chpt_fig_015.jpg]
The completed extension with weedguard.



Note: See the section on weedguards later in this chapter if you want to add a weedguard to the hook before gluing into the head as I’ve done here. It is best done before securing the extension to the hook so you don’t have the extension flopping around when tying the weedguard on.






Head/Body

Throughout this book when I am talking about the floatation part of a popper, diver, or slider, I will use the words head and body interchangeably for no particular reason; just know that I am referring to the floatation part of the bug.


[image: chpt_fig_016.jpg]
Popper head-to-hook ratio.



As for determining the head size, I like the head’s cross section to be approximately equal to the hook gap, and the length should start just behind the hook eye and stop just short of the hook point. Too large of a head for the hook, and the fly will float too high and probably interfere with hook setting; too small of a head, and the fly will sink, which for a floating fly is not good.

Aside from deer hair, wood and cork were used for making floating bugs and were the material of choice for decades. Now, foam has become a favored material, gaining in popularity since the 1960s. The common denominators in materials used in bug making are being lightweight, easy to shape, durable, and, of course, buoyant.


CORK

Cork meets all of the above criteria very well, making it popular with bug makers since the early 1900s. The primary source comes from the bark of cork trees in Spain and Portugal, which grows back after it is stripped from the tree.

Fortunately, you don’t need to make a popper body directly from raw cork bark. Once the bark is harvested, it is processed in a plant and made into shapes and sheets for distribution to sellers of cork products. In fact, at one point in Tony Accardo’s life as the world’s biggest producer of popping bugs (more on that later), he went to Spain and purchased a cork farm and processing plant to have the bodies made to his specifications, thereby cutting out the supply house middleman.

Back in the early bug-making days, cork bottle stoppers were used to cap medicine bottles, spices, and various kitchen liquids; I can only guess that industrious fly tiers saw these throwaway stoppers as potential floating fly-tying material. These tapered but flat on each end stoppers were easily made into popping bugs and, with a little shaping, silent sliders. Fortunately, they are still in production today and can be found online and in craft stores for the traditional-minded bug maker to replicate old originals and explore new possibilities.

After gaining in popularity, some tackle supply houses such as Herter’s began selling pre-shaped, slotted, and cupped cork bodies not unlike tackle supply houses do today with foam.


[image: chpt_fig_017.jpg]
At the far right are three bottle-stopper-shaped corks; in the middle are two tapered-to-a-point cork heads that were once offered commercially; in the front are two round whistle corks; and on the far left is an amalgamated craft-store wine cork.



Those tapered shapes cover almost all bug-making needs unless you like Round Dinnies, which Accardo made popular. Then you need round cork balls, which are still available today. They can be challenging to locate, but an online search for “whistle balls” will usually produce a few sources.

Now, if you want to shape a head from used wine bottle corks, they will work okay, although the quality may not be great having been skewered with a corkscrew. Do not despair wine-loving bug makers—those corks are still good for making a cork board, but you will be better off shaping your creations from the readily available amalgamated cylindrical wine bottle corks sold in craft stores and wine-making supply houses. I find the amalgamated cork with no voids or imperfections very easy to turn on a lathe or to shape using your favorite method.

One last word about raw unsealed cork: With age and unprotected storage, it eventually becomes brittle and crumbly. Now, that doesn’t happen overnight, but it eventually does happen, so be cautious if you run across a stash of pre-shaped heads in grandpa’s workshop or at an estate sale: They will be good for nostalgic reminiscing but likely useless for bug making.




WOOD

Wood is especially good for custom shapes and comes in many densities and weights. Today, balsa tops the list in popularity because it is lightweight, very easy to shape, and is readily available from local craft and hobby shops. The stuff found in hobby shops is meant for building model airplanes or boats and is fairly fragile. Fortunately, balsa can be obtained in heavier weights/densities if you want your bugs to last longer. The weights are categorized per cubic foot: light balsa is 6 to 10 pounds, medium is 10 to 14 pounds, and heavy is 14 to 19 pounds. Mid-weight balsa costs a little more, but it is well worth the price. I order from companies such as Balsa USA, AK-Models Inc., and Specialized Balsa Wood, LLC.

Tupelo gum is easy to carve, yet it is tough and lightweight. If you know a duck decoy carver, you can ask him for his scrap pieces, or you can order it directly from a duck carving supply house.

Paulownia wood is another lightweight, easy-to-shape but tough wood that you have to ask for scraps from your friends in the wood business, unless you find it in the wild, cut it yourself, and dry it out before using. Lefty Kreh introduced this wood to me back in 2014, bragging about its toughness and saying it is the primary material his son uses for bluefish poppers.

Basswood is considered soft to the timber industry, but to this fly tier, it is a pretty hard wood. It is denser, a little harder, and heavier than balsa, and it doesn’t float as high. But if you have the patience, it is the toughest of all the soft woods.

For making minnow-shaped bodies, I prefer mid-weight balsa for its lighter weight and ease of shaping, with paulownia coming in a close second due to its toughness and light weight. For other-shaped bodies size 6 and smaller, I prefer balsa, as it is the easiest to work in small sizes.

For larger bugs that I want to turn on the lathe, I opt for the paulownia, as it seats solidly between the dead and live centers and won’t wobble while turning out lightweight, easy-to-cast medium to large bug heads. Basswood and tupelo are good for all of those applications, but basswood is too tough to shape for my liking and tupelo is just something I never got around to using much. I mention them here because I know bug makers that really like these two woods and thought I should include them as options.


[image: chpt_fig_018.jpg]
Various woods as labeled in the photo show the different shapes they are available in and the different grain and texture they possess.






HARD FOAM/STYROFOAM


[image: chpt_fig_019.jpg]
Comal floats are ideal for making bugs for bass and bream to redfish and billfish.



Hard foam fishing floats were the first unnatural material available to home fly tiers for making bugs as far as I know. In 1962 Virgil Haney founded Comal Tackle and began molding floats in textured foam to compete with the cork bobber of the day. It wasn’t long before fly tiers began repurposing those foam bobbers into popper bodies, just as they had done with the cork bobbers and bottle stoppers. From what Lefty told me, Bill Gallasch was the first to make poppers from Comal floats back in the late 1960s, when he tied the White Bomber for Lefty and Joe Brooks to fish for cobia.


[image: chpt_fig_020.jpg]
Hard foam popper heads were developed by Joe Schmucker of Wapsi in the early 1980s and became available to the public in 1984.




[image: chpt_fig_021.jpg]
A variety of Styrofoam bobbers made by different manufacturers that work well for bug making.




[image: chpt_fig_022.jpg]
Bill Gallasch working on some White Bombers back in the late 1960s. PHOTO COURTESY OF LEFTY KREH



Since then, other float manufacturers have come out with shapes that are useful for fly tiers, and pre-shaped hard foam heads manufactured by Wapsi are very popular with many bug makers today.




SOFT/CLOSED-CELL FOAM

Soft foam, as I often refer to closed-cell foam or ethafoam, has taken the world by storm the last few decades. It can be found everywhere from beach toys and flip-flops to children’s play mats and door hanger signs. DIY fly tiers can obtain lifetime supplies of popper heads with several pairs of flip-flops and sheets of foam in thicknesses from 2 to 6 mm as well as chunks of craft foam sold as alphabets and marshmallows in hobby stores around the nation.

This material has become popular with fly tiers for its availability, ease of workability, and the variety of applications it has. As an added bonus, it is believed by many anglers that a fish holds on longer to the soft-body bug, making hook setting more certain.

There are several methods of turning these bulk forms of foam into popper bodies, which I will cover later in the book. A favorite shape to start with is a foam cylinder from which smaller head-size pieces can be cut and further refined. Obtaining cylinders is a relatively simple task, but some tiers just don’t feel like fooling with plug cutters; for them, the tying industry offers precut foam cylinders of various diameters.


[image: chpt_fig_023.jpg]
Top:closed-cell foam blocks in multi and solid colors from Sleazy Steve’s Soggy Bottom Fly Shop.Center:foam craft sheets glued together to make multicolored blocks.Bottom:a foam flip-flop sandal.




[image: chpt_fig_024.jpg]
Closed-cell foam cylinders offered by fly-tying material suppliers.



As with cork and hard foam, fly-tying supply houses have capitalized on fly tiers’ interest in this ideal popper-making material by offering pre-shaped heads in all sorts of sizes, shapes, and designs.
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[image: chpt_fig_028.jpg]



[image: chpt_fig_029.jpg]
Pre-shaped closed-cell foam heads from Cascade Crest Tools (CCT).




Making Closed-Cell Foam Blocks

Making your own blocks of foam from sheets adds another dimension to your popper making. The color combinations you can come up with will be unique and one-of-a-kind, sure to stun the fish and your fly-fishing buddies. Many folks use 3M spray adhesive for gluing sheets of foam together and it works fine; I have tried it but just don’t like dealing with the overspray associated with using aerosols. Here I’ll show you how I use industrial-strength contact cement to make a solid block of foam.


[image: chpt_fig_030.jpg]


1. Materials: 2 mm craft foam sheets, straightedge, box knife, disposable brush, rolling pin (homemade from hard-wood dowel), and contact cement.


[image: chpt_fig_031.jpg]


2. Apply the adhesive with a brush to one side of each sheet.


[image: chpt_fig_032.jpg]


3. After following the adhesive’s directions for the set time, stick the sheets together, glue side to glue side, and use a rolling pin to press together thoroughly.



[image: chpt_fig_033.jpg]


4. Six sheets made into three. Repeat gluing the glued sheets together.


[image: chpt_fig_034.jpg]


5. After the six sheets are glued together, cut the block in half and glue the two halves together to make an even thicker block.


[image: chpt_fig_035.jpg]


6. Use a straightedge and sharp knife to trim the sides and ends of the block square.




Fred Hannie, Master Soft Foam Sculptor

Most of us, at least me, are simpleminded when it comes to using foam and stick to traditional popper- and slider-shaped heads. However, if you have an inclination toward carving, foam is a great medium to work in. For inspiration, I introduce you to master sculptor Fred Hannie of Lake Charles, Louisiana, whose intricate, detailed copies of fish and frogs are amazingly realistic and show what can be done with a chunk of closed-cell foam, Fred’s top choice for making topwater poppers, sliders, and divers.

Fred started tying in 2005 and was quickly drawn to the possibilities of sculpting soft foam with the tools found in his acrylic dental lab. The skill and patience he has acquired over thirty years working with rotary tools shaping synthetic teeth combined with his lifelong love of the outdoors and observations of its critters has culminated in the most amazingly realistic flies sculpted from foam and other materials. He uses Copic and various other permanent markers for coloring his creations to fool the local green trout, his favorite topwater-busting fish, although he will fish for anything with fins on any given day.

Fred makes a frog slider that is second to none and fish sliders and poppers that will fool you into pulling out the fillet knife. While I did not illustrate the making of Fred’s frog or fish in this book, the techniques I will teach you in the making of other bugs will serve anyone wanting to make foam bugs like Fred. To view more of Fred’s creative tying, simply Google “Fred Hannie Flies.”


[image: chpt_fig_036.jpg]
Fred Hannie’s Frog Slider.




[image: chpt_fig_037.jpg]
Fred Hannie’s Baby Bass Popper.










Tails and Dressings

The tail or dressing not only finishes a bug by making it look good enough for a fish to eat, but it is critical to the bug’s balance, action, and orientation in the water. A set of feathers splayed to form a V tail on a bug with a nice thick hackle skirt is the traditional dressing for a popper and my favorite for bass bugs, but there are many variations.

Feathers and hair can be tied on the hook shank, extending back like the long body of a baitfish or legs of a frog or wings of a moth. Rubber or silicone leg material can be added to a tail or tied perpendicular to the hook shank to animate a bug with the slightest movement. Then there are flashy materials that can be tied in the tail for a fishy flash or around the shank as a skirt to make a shiny belly, or a feather can be palmered to pulsate behind the head and transition the head shape nicely into the tail. Marabou can be used in a variety of applications and will continue to move when a bug is at rest.

The combinations are too many to list here, as almost any material used to tie other flies can be used for dressing a bug. With the discovery and introduction of new synthetics almost every year, your choices are limitless. An important consideration is using materials that do not tangle or wrap around the hook.

There are many fine fly-tying material suppliers out there. One of my favorites, especially for carrying unique stuff like round silicone legs, is Cascade Crest Tools (CCT), owned and operated by Pat Dunlap since 1978. Cascade is primarily a wholesaler, but Pat sells to the public through his website at www.cascadecrest.com.

Hareline Dubbin offers an extensive range of tying materials that can be used to dress poppers, but it is a distributor and you will have to check your local or online shop to see if they carry Hareline products; you can view Hareline’s inventory at www.hareline.com. Wapsi is another company that offers a wide range of tying materials, but they are strictly wholesale and their products have to be acquired through a shop that carries Wapsi tying materials.

In chapter 11, I cover techniques used to tie a wide variety of tailing options, where you can see many of the various material options mentioned above. As almost all materials available to fly tiers are game for dressing your creations, I won’t bore you with photos of materials here that you can easily view in any tying material catalog.




Weedguards

Weedguards are made from a variety of materials and can have specific functions; some push weeds out of the way, while others hop the fly up and over debris. In this section, I’ll show how to make the most common weedguards using the materials I find work best for each.

The purpose of a weedguard is obvious: It makes your hook less prone to snagging. A properly tied weedguard should move aside when a fish strikes, enabling a positive hook set. However, a poorly tied weedguard can impede a successful hookup, although all missed strikes on a bug with a weedguard aren’t necessarily the fault of the weed-guard. Often it is simply the nature in which the fish are taking the fly that particular day.


[image: chpt_fig_038.jpg]
A weedguard allows this frog to be fished in weedy and stick-filled habitat without getting snagged.



For instance, with redfish, I have never had a weedguard responsible for missing a strike. These fish have a habit of holding on to the fly and turning to run after inhaling it, practically hooking themselves. Largemouth bass are much less predictable. When a bass takes your bug with the classic startling explosion of parting water, the weedguard is rarely an issue. But there are times when they take the fly and spit it out so quickly that it’s a challenge getting a hook set on a bug without a weedguard; with a weedguard, your hookups can be reduced even further. In those circumstances, simply cut the weedguard off.

When tying weedguards, I draw the line at size 6 hooks. Bugs smaller than size 6 can be made adequately weedless with a thick skirt. Even when a small hook picks up aquatics, it can usually be cleaned by a few false casts or freed with a roll cast. Weedguards on size 8 and smaller tend to impede a hook set on smaller fish.

An important part of keeping a fly weedless is how you manipulate the fly. To help the weedguard work at its best, you should gingerly work the fly through cover. If you continue with normal strips, you will almost certainly snag.


COMMON WEEDGUARD MATERIALS

Regular nylon monofilament, hard nylon, single-strand stainless steel leader wire, and multi-strand coated wire are the four most common materials used for weedguards. They can be used in quite a number of ways, and most of them can be used interchangeably.

Many tiers call clear nylon weedguards simply “mono weedguards.” That can be misleading, considering hard nylon “mono” is much stiffer than regular mono. Regular mono is softer and limp to facilitate smooth casting from spinning and bait-casting reels. Usually, if the mono weedguard recommendation in a fly recipe is 40- or 50-pound mono, you can be pretty sure they are talking about regular mono, as hard Mason in that size would be overkill for bugs. However, being nylon, both of these materials are tied in the same way and are interchangeable as long as size considerations are made that result in equal hook point protection.

There is no hard-and-fast rule for what size or hardness of nylon to use, although I tend to use 20-pound hard nylon on size 1 and larger hooks and 16-pound hard nylon for sizes 6 through 2. However, that can vary with the size and weight of the hook, the loop size of the weedguard between tie-off points, and, of course, the type of cover you typically encounter. Pound-test also does not take into account the variations in diameter from different manufacturers. Many, if not most, leader material and regular mono will have the measured diameter somewhere on the packaging. The hard nylon I mention above generally runs between .019 and .021 inch.


[image: chpt_fig_039.jpg]
Some of the various tools I use for cutting and bending wire, from left to right: mini wire cutters for cutting wire weedguards and hook extensions; needle-nose pliers for bending wire; smooth-jaw pliers to smash multi-strand wire flat for tying in and bending solid stainless steel wire for clip weedguards; round-nose jeweler’s pliers for making round bends in wire extension and clip weedguards.



Stainless steel wire has been used as a weedguard for a long time and has an almost cult following among those who use it. The most common sizes used are 1 and 3.

Nylon-coated multi-strand wire is very similar in stiffness to hard nylon but a little softer and thinner, so you have to use a stronger pound-test. For instance, 30-pound nylon-coated multi-strand wire is similar in stiffness to 20-pound hard nylon. One of the things I like about the multi-strand wire is that it is easier to reposition after being pushed aside after catching a fish. Also, if it seems to be preventing hook setting, you can bend it up close to the body, where it will stay, to expose the hook point without having to cut it off.




SINGLE-LOOP WEEDGUARD

The single-loop weedguard is held in place by thread at the rear and front of the hook, keeping it in line with the hook point. When the fly is gently pulled through weeds and obstructions, the nylon deflects the weeds or rolls the fly on its side when encountering stiffer snags, preventing the point from catching. When using this weedguard, you must plan ahead, gluing the head of your bug at least a hook-eye length back from the eye to leave room for tying off the weedguard once the fly is complete.

I prefer hard mono for this weedguard, but softer mono or nylon-coated multi-strand wire will work as well.
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1. Measure the mono by holding it on top of the shank above the hook point. Let the mono curve around the hook bend and up past the eye by about a quarter inch, making sure it loops down below the hook point by half a hook gap or a little more.
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2. Start your thread on the shank, then use several wraps to secure the tip of the mono. Apply nail polish, CA glue, or your favorite head cement to the thread wraps and the mono above the hook point. Finish securing your mono by wrapping the thread one-third to halfway down into the bend, then back up the shank.


[image: chpt_fig_042.jpg]


3. Apply a clear protective coating such as UV resin, nail polish, or head cement to protect the exposed thread wraps from fish teeth.
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4. After tying in your favorite tailing and skirt material, start the thread at the hook eye with several wraps. Insert the weedguard up through the hook eye and secure with several wraps of thread. Adjust the weedguard so that it loops below the hook point a distance of approximately one-half the hook gap. If the loop is too large, the weed-guard will be floppy and won’t protect the point. If the loop is too tight, it won’t move out of the way when a fish eats.
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5. Pull the mono’s tag end back toward the rear and secure it with a few wraps of thread. Snip the tag end flush with the front of your bug.
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6. Cover the tag end with thread, whip-finish, and coat the wraps with your favorite head cement or UV resin.




DOUBLE-LOOP WEEDGUARD

The double-loop weedguard is good for long bugs where the single-loop weedguard would have to span a longer distance without support, allowing for more play and less-effective point protection. To avoid making the weedguard too long, I prefer anchoring the tag ends in the body instead of at the hook eye.
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1. Cut two pieces of mono a little longer than needed by roughly measuring from the tie-in point on top of the hook shank to the top and near the front of the head, looping down below the hook point approximately one hook gap.
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2. Tie the pieces on opposite sides of the hook shank and continue the thread down into the hook bend, going no farther than halfway down the bend.
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3. Apply a little nail polish or other adhesive such as CA glue to the thread wraps before wrapping the thread back up to the tail tie-in point to ensure a strong bond between hook, thread, and weedguard.
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4. Tie in the tail.
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5. Make two holes in the underside of the head near the front, one on each side of the shank, the same distance back from the face of the bug. A micro drill bit mounted in a pin vise is what I use for making the holes, but a bodkin will work, as will a red-hot needle.
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6. Fit each piece of mono into the appropriate hole to determine the correct length. The weedguard should loop down below the hook point by approximately one-half to one hook gap.
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7 & 7a. Scuff up each end of the weedguard material with sandpaper or an emery board.
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8 & 8a. Place a drop of thick CA on top of one hole and insert the appropriate weedguard. (For extra weedless protection, the ends can be crossed over each other and anchored on the opposite side of the shank.) To ensure a good bond, I like pushing the weedguard in and out a few times before pushing it all the way in. Wipe away any excess glue with a paper towel and wait for the glue to set before fitting the other section to prevent accidentally knocking the first loop out of place.
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Finished fly with weedguard.






ALLEN-LOOP AND DOUBLE-PRONG WEEDGUARDS

The Allen-loop weedguard is especially effective when fishing through stiffer aquatic plants, logs, and other debris. The way it protects the hook is different from the in-line, loop types. When the front loop encounters an obstruction, a gentle tug will tilt the rear of the bug up and over the obstruction. A Allen-loop weedguard can also be added to a bug that is already finished.
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1. Measure the weedguard by holding one end against the side of the
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SINGLE-PRONG WEEDGUARD
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CLIP-WIRE WEEDGUARD
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