
  
    
      HELLO WORDS

      SILLY, SERIOUS, & SCARY POEMS

    

    
      
        JEN LOWRY

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Monarch Educational Services LLC]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Introduction

      

      
        How to Use the Poetry Play Activities

      

    

    
      
        1. A Beginning Dare

      

      
        Silly Words

      

      
        2. Aunt Dot’s Rhyme

      

      
        3. Fighting Words Between Turtles and Snails

      

      
        4. Sharing Candy Equals Like

      

      
        5. Can a Hotdog Be That Special?

      

      
        6. Bill’s Place Dream

      

      
        7. Abuela’s Recipe

      

      
        8. Peanut Drink

      

      
        9. Sweet Tea Dreaming

      

      
        10. Word Bandit

      

      
        11. Town Square Decree

      

      
        12. Woe Is Hair

      

      
        13. Secret Mission

      

      
        14. Grilling Doritos

      

      
        15. Trapper Keeper Notes

      

      
        16. Butter Toast Makes You Tall

      

      
        17. The Big Chair

      

      
        Wonder Words

      

      
        18. One Star

      

      
        19. A Dolphin

      

      
        20. Slow or Fast

      

      
        21. Now and Then

      

      
        22. Remember

      

      
        23. Safeway Closed

      

      
        24. Daredevil Life

      

      
        25. Grandma Myrtle Taught Me

      

      
        26. What I Learn From Trees

      

      
        27. I Will Be Able To

      

      
        28. Grandma Myrtle’s House

      

      
        29. Free Trips

      

      
        30. Sidewalks

      

      
        31. Country Raised Me

      

      
        32. Storm Hero

      

      
        33. The Light

      

      
        34. Dandelion Freedom

      

      
        35. Porch Swing

      

      
        36. Living by Tracks

      

      
        37. Only Shells

      

      
        38. Small Hands on Books

      

      
        39. My Books Never Sleep

      

      
        40. My Trees

      

      
        41. Perfect Timing

      

      
        42. There Is More

      

      
        43. Bahama Water

      

      
        44. The Shark Tooth Necklace

      

      
        45. Words Crash Like Waves

      

      
        46. Poet Brains

      

      
        47. Ink Fingers

      

      
        48. My Zoe Cat

      

      
        49. Be Someone’s Prayer

      

      
        50. You Define You

      

      
        51. Words Meet

      

      
        52. Poems For You

      

      
        53. A Poem to My House

      

      
        54. Light Is You

      

      
        55. Waiting by the Bedside

      

      
        56. I Hide

      

      
        57. Holding Hymnals

      

      
        58. Why Words Matter

      

      
        Scary Words

      

      
        59. Corners Catching You

      

      
        60. Moonbeam Messages

      

      
        61. Help Wanted: Grave Robber

      

      
        62. Bones and Eyes

      

      
        63. The Girl at the Bridge

      

      
        64. Maco Retirement Party

      

      
        65. Transylvaniation

      

      
        66. Stop It, Mary Shoop

      

      
        67. Thunderstorm Warning

      

      
        68. The Locked Cabinet

      

      
        69. Hidden from View

      

      
        70. The Dead Sea

      

    

    
      
        Your First Poetry Collection

      

      
        Acknowledgments

      

      
        About the Author

      

    

    

  


  
    
      Hello Words: Silly, Serious, & Scary Poems

      Copyright © 2021, 2026

      Expanded activity edition prepared 2026 by Monarch Educational Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

      No part of this book may be used or reproduced without written consent of the author, except for short excerpts used for educational purposes, reviews, or analysis.

      ISBN: 979-8201112684

      Typography, formatting, and publishing by Monarch Educational Services, LLC.

    

  


  
    
      To my children. I am blessed.

      You are my daily joy, adventure, and peace.

      To Eli. I love you more.

      To Aunt Dot. For everything.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Step inside and say hello to words.

      Words can be silly. They can be serious. They can even get a little scary when the moon is full, the house creaks, and your imagination forgets to behave.

      This book is not only a poetry collection. It is an invitation. Read the poems. Laugh at the weird ones. Wonder through the thoughtful ones. Be brave through the spooky ones. Then pick up your pencil or grab your computer - maybe even a quill and ink... and let your words say hello to you.

      At the end of each poem, you will find a Poetry Dare. You do not have to be perfect. You do not have to write like anyone else. You only have to begin. If you dare...

      A poem is already waiting for you.

      Meet your words.

      Say hello.

      How do you do.

      Write your own.

      Sing a song.

      Let the poems begin in you.

      Never fear.

      Words are near.

      Whether you are near or far.

      I bet you have a silly, serious, or scary poem

      Right between your ears.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            HOW TO USE THE POETRY PLAY ACTIVITIES

          

        

      

    

    
      Every poem in this expanded activity edition includes a short Poetry Play page.

      You may read first and write second, or you may jump right into drawing, circling, wondering, and creating.

      There is no one perfect way to write a poem, and I want you to find your joy through every single page!

      A poem may rhyme, but it does not have to rhyme. Free verse is accepted here! All day long!

      A poem may be silly, serious, full of wonder, or just spooky enough to make your goosebumps smile.

      Use these pages to meet words, play with words, and discover the voice God placed inside you.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            CHAPTER 1

          

          
            A BEGINNING DARE

          

        

      

    

    
      “Poetry is a living space, a breathing place of motion inside of me that is always welcoming guests to the banquet.”

      - Jen Lowry, On Poetry

      

      Poetry Dare

      Poetry move: Quotes to Live By

      Your challenge: Write your own quote about poetry. What is poetry to you? Come back to this page after you finish the book and revise your answer.

      My Quote to Live by Today is:

      Spark: Your first answer and your final answer may not be the same. That means the words worked. Words can marinate and change flavor over time.

      POETRY PLAY

      After reading "A Beginning Dare," try this:

      1. Notice: Copy three beautiful or surprising words from the poem.

      2. Draw: Draw one tiny detail you noticed in this poem.

      3. Write: Write a poem where words act like living things.

      4. Stretch: Add one line where a word talks back to you.

      My favorite word from this poem:

      My new poem title:

      My poem:

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            SILLY WORDS

          

        

      

    

    
      Words that giggle, wiggle, rhyme, and run wild.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            CHAPTER 2

          

          
            AUNT DOT’S RHYME

          

        

      

    

    
      Jennifer is a nut

      She has a rubber butt

      Every time she turns around

      She goes putt putt.

      

      Poetry Dare

      Poetry move: A-A-B-A rhyme

      Your challenge: Write a tiny teasing rhyme that uses your own name or the name of someone you love. Keep it kind, keep it silly, and make the last line land with a laugh.

      Spark: Some family sayings become little treasures. Borrow the rhythm of this one, then make it yours. This quick rhyme was always sung by my dear Aunt Dot.

      POETRY PLAY

      After reading "Aunt Dot’s Rhyme," try this:

      1. Notice: Circle or copy three words that made you grin.

      2. Draw: Draw the funniest image from this poem.

      3. Write: Write four silly lines that begin with: In my poem, aunt dot’s rhyme...

      4. Stretch: Add one sound effect word, like crunch, plop, zoom, or squeak.

      My favorite word from this poem:

      My new poem title:

      My poem:

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            CHAPTER 3

          

          
            FIGHTING WORDS BETWEEN TURTLES AND SNAILS

          

        

      

    

    
      i walk slow like snails

      why don’t you just say turtles

      don’t talk about mom

      

      Poetry Dare

      Poetry move: Haiku

      Your challenge: Write a 5-7-5 haiku from the point of view of one animal arguing with another animal.

      Spark: Poems do not always need capital letters or punctuation. Sometimes they just need attitude.

      POETRY PLAY

      After reading "Fighting Words Between Turtles and Snails," try this:

      1. Notice: Circle or copy three words that made you grin.

      2. Draw: Draw the funniest image from this poem.

      3. Write: Write a poem where words act like living things.

      4. Stretch: Add one line where a word talks back to you.

      My favorite word from this poem:

      My new poem title:

      My poem:

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            CHAPTER 4

          

          
            SHARING CANDY EQUALS LIKE

          

        

      

    

    
      Reese’s deserve awards.

      Crowns.

      A star named after them.

      Mounds.

      

      Could be mine.

      If only I didn’t have to share.

      

      Lets you know you’re my favorite, too.

      I wouldn’t just give Reese’s to

      the mailman or the clerk down at Murphy’s,

      even though they eye it when I buy it.

      

      I know what they are thinking.

      

      I wouldn’t just give away my Reese’s to anyone.

      Must be important.

      Special.

      Qualified.

      

      You are all those things and more.

      True.

      

      Now, don’t you have a Twix left?

      Sharing shows you like me, too.

      

      Poetry Dare

      Poetry move: humor and persuasion

      Your challenge: Write about your favorite candy or snack. Who would be important enough for you to share it with?

      Spark: Make a list of reasons that person qualifies for the honor. Then turn the list into a poem.

      POETRY PLAY

      After reading "Sharing Candy Equals Like," try this:

      1. Notice: Circle or copy three words that made you grin.

      2. Draw: Draw the funniest image from this poem.

      3. Write: Invent a funny food poem. Give the food a big personality.

      4. Stretch: Add a taste word and a smell word.

      My favorite word from this poem:

      My new poem title:

      My poem:
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