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Praise for The Elton John
Scrapbook

 


"M. A. Cassata has a long
history of writing fascinating books about several of the pop
world's true icons. This book shows off all of her strong points
which draws upon her vast knowledge about Elton, and about the
music business in general. Music fans love Cassata for her
adherence to detail, and with Elton John as a subject she truly has
a true field day! From fascinating facts about Elton's vast catalog
of music, to his addictions, his outrageous fashion sense, his
personal life, and a complete discography, this book has it all!" —
Mark Bego, author of 60 books on rock & roll and show business
including Elton John: The Bitch is
Back

 


 


The energy, the melody, and
the poetry of Elton John and Bernie Taupin—a songwriting team equal
to John Lennon and Paul McCartney—demanded my attention from the
moment, in 1971, that I first heard “Your Song” pouring from my
stereo speakers. I’ve been paying attention ever since, and that’s
why I find M.A. Cassata’s Elton John
Scrapbook a delight. This revised and
updated tribute—long awaited by many—contains a wealth of
information and rarely seen photos that paint an intimate and
unforgettable portrait of one of our most compelling performers.
Cassata, a veteran rock journalist who has interviewed such icons
as Bob Dylan, Patti Smith, McCartney, and Elton himself, has put
together a book that his fans will treasure. —Robert Rosen, author
of Nowhere Man: The Final Days of John
Lennon

 


 


"Long-time entertainment
journalist M.A. Cassata is in a class all by herself when it comes
to covering the legends of show biz. The updated
Elton John Scrapbook is
one of her finest works, and this very well-written, riveting
glimpse into the fascinating career of the inimitable showman will
delight fans of all ages." —Alissa Wolf, author of
Punk Rock Princess

 


 


"The Elton John Scrapbook offers a
rollicking journey through the decades of memories—a celebration of
the life and career of one man. Whether you are a new fan or an old
one, these pages will connect you with one of our premier
entertainers and give you a greater appreciation for his genius.”
—Tom Stanton, NYT bestselling author and founder of the
Elton Expo and
East End Lights, the Elton John
magazine

 


 


“I was honored to be asked
to contribute to the first edition of The
Elton John Scrapbook by M.A. Cassata. I've
been a fan of Elton John's music for many, many years, and it was
exciting to be part of a book that I thought delivered on exactly
what it intended to do - offer an informative, fun and entertaining
look at Elton's career. This updated version provides additional
info on Elton’s career through 2017.”—David Sigler, Radio Show Host
of Two Rooms: Celebrating the Music of
Elton John and Bernie Taupin

 


 


“Refusing to take a
paint-by-numbers approach and showing a true, honest appreciation
for her subjects, pop-culture author M.A. Cassata has always been
in a class by herself. Throughout The
Elton John Scrapbook, she takes readers,
and fellow fans, on a thrilling, page-turning ride that never lets
up.” —Vinny Cecolini, Author of Shooting
the Sh*t Volume One: Conversations with Rock Anti-Heroes, Icons
& Metal Gods
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Dedication

 


This is dedicated to all the Elton
(and Bernie) fans too who have waited patiently for this long,
overdue revised and updated edition. As always, thanks for your
love and support.
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Foreword

 


The amazing world of Elton John
started when a small boy from Pinner called Reg Dwight decided to
cast away his meek and mild demeanor and the monotony of travelling
up and down the length and breadth of the United Kingdom playing
backup to America Blues and R&B singers as keyboard player for
Bluesology. To many he was just a keyboard player; yes he could
sing a bit but only as a back up singer; the likes of Stewart
Brown, Marsha Hunt and Long John Baldry were the mainstay vocalists
and the little piano pub player from Pinner was left alone at the
back of the stage, just making up the musical numbers. He was known
to throw together a couple of songs, which managed to get recorded
with Bluesology, but the lyrics were never going to get the ‘nobel
prize for literature’, and therefore the recordings sunk without
trace only to surface in the eager hands of memorabilia collectors
much later in the boys history.

 


So what happened to the boy from
Pinner? Much was owed to a few, often-unsung heroes. Ray Williams
who resolved Reg's poor quality lyrics by introducing him to a
young farmers boy from Lincolnshire England; Caleb Quaye who worked
tirelessly in the studio on Reg’s early sound, Dick James for
giving the boy a chance and Lionel Conway and Steve Brown for
seeing the real potential in an emerging singer songwriter, from an
musical era that was rapidly changing from the Tin Pan Alley songs
of yesteryear to the singer songwriters of the future. Caleb put a
band around the young Reg that consisted of a talented drummer
called Roger Pope and a superb bassist Dave Glover and with Caleb
on guitar the early sound started to emerge; earthy and rustic,
much like the early lyrics produced by the young Master Bernard
Taupin; lyrics reminded him of his youth growing up in the green
but windswept countryside in middle England. Then along came an
emerging Arranger called Paul Buckmaster, who had received much
critical and commercial acclaim with David Bowies Space Oddity; who
then introduced the new team to Gus Dudgeon the emerging Producer.
What the team created was, in my opinion, the ‘Elton John’ sound of
the Seventies. An underground, unique and refreshing sound that
certainly caught the eye of the iconic Russ Regan at UNI in America
who couldn’t wait to get the boy, now calling himself Elton John
(after two members of the Bluesology lineup), to America and The
Troubadour Club in Los Angeles. At that tiny club, as Robert
Hilburn exclaimed ‘A Star is (was) Born’. Throw in a new bullish
manager who cut his teeth at Tamla Mowtown and a massive hit called
‘Your Song’ and the boy from Pinner was on his way.

 


The Elton John sound was different and
so were his shows. The shy boy from Pinner turned into a wild
animal on stage with handstands on his piano, playing under it, on
top of it and even standing on it encouraging the on-looking
audience to reach fever pitch; a trait that is still there today
despite his aging years. He was not a man to stand still in more
ways than one. Forever trying to reinvent himself he became an icon
for the ‘Glam Rock’ period with every costume at every show
becoming more and more flamboyant; he started to become as famous
for his clothes and outrageous stage antics as he was for his
music. Hit after hit, tour after tour; the Elton John team working
its magic as its leader grew in stature in the music
business.

 


Not surprisingly the pressure started
to show; suicide attempts, relationship breakups and a slow decline
into the murky world of drink and drugs led to the boy from Pinner
taking a break from the music world to concentrate on his beloved
Watford Football team and his new venture into the world of record
company executive and producer for Rocket Records. What emerged was
a revitalized Elton John who had been invigorated by another lyric
writer called Gary Osborne. Whereas it was music set to lyrics for
the John/Taupin songs…now it was lyrics set to music. Elton could
compose a piece of music that he liked and Gary would write the
words to that music. What resulted was a wonderful song called
‘Shine On Through’, which was first recorded as part of Elton’s
attempt to enter the disco scene with Thom Bell. However the
partnership resulted in the re-emergence of Elton John and a new
album called ‘A Single Man’. The flamboyance had gone and in its
place on tour was just Elton, often just wearing a tracksuit and an
oversized cap and a piano; although the manic Ray Cooper on
percussion took over the mantle of getting the crowd going with his
funeral director clothes and image, and his lunatic behavior on his
instruments.

 


Since that re-emergence Elton hasn’t
really stopped— album after album and tour after tour. Yes, the
team has changed and in my opinion the loss of the original team
has left Elton without a focus and the sound has lost its edge a
bit; but then again I’m old and set in my Seventies ways. Elton
seems to still be able to attract new generations with his music
and has picked up fans that love his music in each and every
decade; long may that continue.

 


—Keith Hayward,
Tin Pan Alley: The Rise of Elton John
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Preface




The year was 1971. The turbulent
Sixties were over. The turbulence was not over in my life, it was
just beginning. When I first heard the remarkably smooth voice of
Elton John and charismatic words of Bernie Taupin that poured out
onto the AM radio airwaves, I knew that my small Upstate life would
never be the same again.

 


To say that Elton (or Bernie) was an
inspiration is an understatement. As a young girl, I knew I was
destined to be an entertainment writer. Bernie’s brilliance with
words coupled with the magnificence of Elton’s piano playing and
resonating voice would inspire me to write a million words over the
years about one of the most celebrated songwriting partnerships in
pop music history.

 


Flash forward about ten years to 1980.
I had already been freelance writing for many popular national
print music and entertainment publications when I was assigned to
cover the historic Elton John concert in Central Park. I was
fortunate to be invited to view the concert from backstage where I
met and spoke briefly with Elton, Bernie, John Reid, members of the
band and various celebrity guests for the first time. It was an
awe-inspiring experience for a young rock music
journalist.

 


Later that night I attended a concert
after-show party held at the South Street Seaport, on a ship known
as the “Peking”. Many of Manhattan’s elite residents attended the
private bash, including John and Yoko. Of course Elton, Bernie,
Nigel and Dee were there as well mingling with guests (though Elton
didn’t stay long). I talked with all of them throughout the night,
amazingly, even John and Yoko. It was a glittering moment, one that
firmly cemented my childhood dream of being an entertainment
writer. After all, I was getting paid to write about Elton and
company. I felt so blessed that night. Even my source at MCA
Records gave me the extensive press and celebrity guest lists as a
souvenir. I still have it.

 


That night would also be the first of
many that I would be asked to cover Elton and Bernie for various
print and online publications. From interviews, and press
conferences to reviewing albums and concerts or simply attending
industry gatherings and charity benefits, it was a supreme
privilege and still is to be asked to cover any Elton John-related
event.

 


In 2002, Citadel Press
published The Elton John Scrapbook
and it quickly became a fan favorite. For years
readers asked me to update it, but the time was never right. I am
glad I finally did, but not without the moral support of my friend
and radio personality David Sigler.

 


Most of those who have read
the original book understand the concept— fun, informative and
entertaining. I am not an Elton John biographer. I never said I was
and I don’t claim to be an expert. There may be a couple of typos
and slight misinformation, but the love and passion for the man is
ever present. There are tons of books out there that go into
massive detail about Elton life and career. If that’s what you are
looking for, then please read Philip Norman’s epic bio or my friend
Mark Bego’s Elton John: The Bitch
Is Back.

 


The purpose of this revised and
updated edition (as with the original) is to celebrate the life and
body of work of a man who continues to inspire millions and
instills a sense of hope through his music (and charitable works).
The power of music has saved many an aching heart and the songs of
Elton John and Bernie Taupin some will say have mystically pulled
us through hard times.

 


This eBook edition may
contain a few less photos and sections from the original, but my
sincere hope is that you will still enjoy this just as much. Some
photos even take on a scrapbook look, while a few new ones were
added for good measure. There’s a super cool Foreword written by
Keith Hayward, Tin Pan Alley: The Rise of
Elton John and an extensive Q&A with
the author in Chapter 18. There are also all new concert set lists,
memorable concerts picks, Elton’s personal favorites, fan
recollections, finding the best of Elton online and much
more.

 


As longtime fans already know, Elton
John’s undeniable talent is bigger than life itself. His humanity
and humility are qualities that make him so easily likable. Perhaps
Elton’s uniqueness lies in such a delightful combination of supreme
talent and personality. The world is a better place because he
chooses to entertain us. Don’t you agree? —M.A. Cassata
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Chapter One


Elton John

A (Piano) Man For All
Seasons
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Elton still has one of the biggest
hearts in rock 'n' roll is one of the major reasons he's a genuine
"man for all seasons."

 


 


Fans' love for Elton will never die;
his fan base has grown continuously for more than three decades
now. What makes him so beloved to so many people from so many
different walks of life?

 


Well, whether you are two or 92, most
likely Elton John has probably touched your life on some emotional
or spiritual level. Not many entertainers of Elton’s stature have
across-the-board appeal kids and their grandmas (maybe even some of
their great-grandmas) praise him equally as much. What makes him
get so much love from so many different people? Well, there are a
variety of factors, and they include everything from his ability to
tickle the ivories to his deep connections with dozens of charities
to that adorable gap between his front teeth.

 


Oh, and it cannot be helped, but to
love those crazy ensembles (mainly in the 1970’s and 1980’s) that
made Liberace look conservative. Fans have high expectations about
what Elton is going to wear next, and rightfully so. He certainly
knows the secret of blending classy and zany ever so
gracefully!

 


"Have piano, will travel" could have
been Elton's motto in the days when he was just the "piano man" for
British blues band, Bluesology. It took time for Elton to go from
being a being simply a "side man" quietly sitting at the Farfisa
organ to being the most flamboyant of solo artists, but what a
transition it truly was! It was a clear case of a cocoon evolving
into a butterfly and probably had a lot to do with Elton's growing
confidence as his talents became more defined. Fans and press
praised the more Elton’s vocal and instrumental talents; the more
he opened like a rose in the sun.

 


But talent alone does not make the
music world love you...even incredible showmanship does not give an
artist the legend that Elton John has established. He obviously has
something intangible that makes him so loved by the masses, and his
ability to laugh at himself obviously helps make him even more
endearing. That twinkle in his eye and smirk on his face when he is
asked a prying question on a late night talk show is surely
priceless and you just know he's about to unleash a zinger on that
late-night host! These are very common and alluring Elton traits
that make him such a sought- after TV guest.

 


The fact that Elton has one of the
biggest hearts in rock 'n' roll is one of the major reasons he's a
genuine "man for all seasons." While involved in a tremendous
amount of charity work, and often donating proceeds from his songs
to charities (including the "Candle in the Wind 1997" remake that
benefited Princess Di's children's charity), he never gets preachy
in his public statements. He and longtime collaborator, Bernie
Taupin have always figured they would leave the political lyrics
and complaints about what's going wrong in the world to the likes
of U2 or Bruce Springsteen. Though Elton and Bernie have taken on
political and controversial topics in their music, Elton generally
speaking, quietly raises money for causes or opens up his own
wallet and gives instead of singing about it.

 


Perhaps, another part of Elton's
"everyman" appeal is the fact that he has sung duets with all types
of artists from every facet of the music industry. The short list
of duets Elton has participated in is as follows: "Through The
Storm" (with Aretha Franklin), "Perfect Day" (with Collective
Soul), "The Show Must Go On" (with Queen), "Don't Let The Sun Go
Down on Me" with George Michael, "I Know The Truth" (with Janet
Jackson), "Written In The Stars" (with Leann Rimes), "Deep Inside"
(with Mary J. Blige), “Save Rock And Roll” (with Fall Out Boy),
“Face To Face” (with Gary Barlow), “I Wish We Were Leaving” (with
Bright Light Bright Light), “Act of War” (with Millie Jackson) and
“Tracks of My Tears” (with Smokey Robinson). Now if that isn't a
list of superstars from all forms of popular music, nothing is!
Doing these duets have exposed Elton to fans from every walk of
life, needless to say!

 


Elton is also not afraid to
step on turf others fear to tread. It seems he judges others not by
their public reputation but by his personal dealings with them. A
great example of this is his casting Robert Downey Jr. in the video
for "I Want Love." Elton's friendship with Downey started when they
met on the Ally McBeal set (Downey played Ally's boyfriend in the 2001 season before
having a relapse and heading back into rehab), and Elton has been
there as a shoulder to cry on ever since.

 


In fact Elton told
Rollingstone.com at the
time that he realized that the lyrics of "I Want Love" quietly
echoed what was going on in Downey's personal life at the time: "I
wanted to do a video that was mature. And [director] Sam
Taylor-Wood said, 'I've got an idea of just doing it very simply,
one person, not you, lip-syncing to the song. An actor, maybe.' I
came up with the idea of Robert. I thought, 'God, the lyrics are
very close to home. I wonder if he'll do it?' He was very
interested. It all came together in five or six days. We sent him
the album, and he said, 'Yes.' I'm thrilled with it.'"

 


Elton is also a great fan
of the USA. He has a lavish condo in Atlanta, performed “The Star
Spangled Banner” on occasion and donated some of the proceeds from
his concerts to the New York City
September 11th Fund. He also participated
in the televised Concert For New York organized by Paul
McCartney.

 


Over the years, Elton has
done an incredible amount of work for the charity set up in the
name of AIDS victim Ryan White, participated in the annual
Prince's Trust Fund show
in London, and participated in the annual Save The Rainforest all-star benefit
concerts organized by Sting. Elton has also lent his talents to
numerous breast cancer research charity shows, and one of his best
shows of 2001 was at a breast cancer benefit party at New York's
Cipriani in August 2001--he treated the well-heeled audience to
nearly all of his hits in chronological order (and the high vaulted
ceilings provided awesome acoustics).

 


He also has his own charity
founded in 1992, the Elton John AIDS
Foundation (which is profiled in another
chapter), and gives plenty of concerts to benefit that each year.
The EJAF has its own website that allows fans to leave comments on
a bulletin board about their main man (both good and bad), make
donations, apply for educational grants and buy fund-raising
merchandise. Fragrance-minded fans can even buy candles in Elton's
favorite scents, including hyacinth, freesia, jasmine and rose.
They are quite collectable because each has his monogram on the
lid. Fans love to attend the events for EJAF because Elton himself
often hosts or attends. His annual star-studded Oscar party usually
raises over $200,000 for the charity and by all accounts, all that
attend has a good time.

 


Elton's "movie factor" is
what gives him appeal to the youngest of fans. Yes, even
five-year-olds have been known to boogie down to Elton tracks a la
his contributions to The Lion King, The
Road To El Dorado and Gnomeo and Juliet.

 


Elton's even got royalty appeal, and
that's thanks to his well-publicized friendship with the late
Princess Diana (who was supposedly a fan from age 14 onward) and
getting the title of Sir in 1998 thanks to HRH Queen Elizabeth
herself.

 


Obviously, it was Elton's charity work
that helped propel him into the heart and mind of Queen Elizabeth,
who stood up and took notice of all the help he was so selflessly
giving the good people of the United Kingdom. Elton has always said
he felt it was important to give back to the people of his homeland
who have supported him in both his up and down phases.

 


Elton also has an appeal to the gay
community thanks to admitting he was bisexual in 1976, and then
gay, in the early 1990’s. He was happy that the pop music industry
had opened up enough at that point in time to accept the fact that
he was gay and true to himself. Although he received some
outrageous tabloid press at the time that hurt his feelings
tremendously, the music legend was glad to see that his admission
did not hurt his career.
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If ever there was a "classic rock"
artist, it is without a doubt, Elton John.

 


 


The gaining and losing of fortunes
have also made Elton John seem more human than other rock stars.
For example, in 2001 he took in $2.75 million at a Christie's
auction of 20 of his luxury
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